All Church Worship Brainstorming Summary
“Carols for the Coming Christ” 
Based on the series by Marcia McFee
November 29, 2026 – January 3, 2027 (6 weeks)

(4 weeks of Advent, plus Blue Christmas, Christmas Eve, Christmas 1, and Epiphany)
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Members present: Jim Post, Jean Kelly, Karen Post, Annette Erbes, Pastor Mary, Barb Gripton, Karen Booth, Pastor Mark, David Booth, Betty Kinney, Diane Thompson, Michael Boersma, Kathy Mertz, Kathy Luckett
_________________________

“The worship we hope to develop will be rooted in Scripture, centered on Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit. It will be relevant to local and emerging culture, while addressing the needs of believers and unbelievers alike. Above all, it will intentionally engage people physically, emotionally, intellectually, and soulfully.”

Felt needs: What physical, emotional, intellectual, or spiritual need are we addressing in this service so that worship is engaging and a means of making disciples?  What question needs to be posed/answered so that we are making disciples? 

____________________________________________________
2027 Theme: Love boldly and sincerely. Serve joyfully and humbly. Lead courageously and faithfully.
Key verses: 1 John 4: 7-12 (CEV)

7 My dear friends, we must love each other. Love comes from God, and when we love each other, it shows we have been given new life. We are now God's children, and we know him. 8 God is love, and anyone who doesn't love others has never known him. 9 God showed his love for us when he sent his only Son into the world to give us life. 10 Real love isn't our love for God, but his love for us. God sent his Son to be the sacrifice by which our sins are forgiven. 11 Dear friends, since God loved us this much, we must love each other.
12 No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is truly in our hearts.
Synopsis: Like notes on a music staff, we are called to join together to sing songs that proclaim the renewed creation of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. This year throughout the Advent and Christmas season, we will encounter familiar and new Carols for the Coming Christ and pause to consider their messages in fresh ways. As a popular quote attributed to Hans Christian Anderson says, “Where words fail, music speaks.” Song poets have long helped us “speak” when our own words fail in the face of human struggle. The promise of the Coming Christ is that our hearts can hold the world and that the songs in our hearts can heal our weariness.

2027 theme connection: As we proclaim Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love through song, we are emboldened to love boldly and sincerely, serve joyfully and humbly and lead courageously and faithfully.

Major spoken/unspoken needs: Life is hard.

· Importance of community. Learning to live in community by being in community.

· Navigating an angry, divided world.

· Generational differences.

· Pervasive lack of trust, respect, and civility.

· Concerns about Artificial Intelligence and data centers.

· Aging. Aging = Invisibility. Caregiving. Death.
Social justice issue for December 2026: Immigration and Refugees
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NO Noisy offering for December 2026, but Christmas/Christmas Eve offering divided between local and global needs
Resources: Scan the QR code for information on our website.
· Carols for the Coming Christ, Marcia McFee, Worship Design Studio:

· Scripture and Synopses
· Overview
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Sample script for Advent 1
· Related visuals on Pinterest.
· Carols for the Coming Christ by Adam Tice, right. Advent and Christmas devotional are available from the office for $10 each.
Anchor image/visuals: 

· Music staff and notes.

· Images on Unsplash
· Additional images are in a Google folder. 

· Music backdrops: We ordered these backdrops.
· 7’ H x 5’ W "Silent Night” plus 2 6ft pine garlands with lights $45.99
· 7’ H x 5’ W "O Holy Night” plus 2 6ft pine garlands $41.39

· Ornaments made with sheet music

· Outdoor nativity: To be set up by November 19. The lighted trees were tossed, so it is just the nativity now.

Music ideas:

· Theme song: “Come to Us, O Christ, with Singing” sung as a round

· Doxology: #68 “When in Our Music God Is Glorified” – one verse each week

· Prayer song: #196 “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” or #211 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
Activities: 

· Handel’s Messiah, Grand Rapids Symphony and Chorus, Nov. 20-21
· Mystery of the Christmas Star at MCC’s Carr-Fles Planetarium, Tuesday and Thursdays at 7:00 pm, November 3-24 & December 1-10
· We’re planning on a church event on Mon., Nov. 30 at 6:00 p.m.
· Drive-thru Nativity on Sat., Dec. 12 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. (practice on Fri., Dec. 11). It starts at Unity Reformed. We are second and will the recorded music and scripture telling the story of the angel’s announcement to Mary and her visit to tell Elizabeth. The action, in pantomime, will take place under the entry awning.
· Christmas Caroling in our immediate area?
Media ideas: We only previewed the starred videos as a group.
· Advent Inspiration Collections (Playback Media). *Free. Jesus is coming. The season of Advent is here. This Christmas season, invite your church to reflect on God’s Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. These short, inspirational videos are perfect as service openers, intros into the lighting of Advent candles, transition pieces, or sermon bumpers for Advent. Comments: We like this and will use it.
· Advent Collection (Freebridge Media). $29.99/four videos. This four-part mini movie collection is a powerful way to prepare our hearts for the hope, peace, joy, and love we find in the birth of our Savior.
· God with Us (Advent Collection – Centerline New Media). Free. Building to Christ’s birth, from waiting to welcoming, this collection contains a full-length movie that focuses on the themes of Advent: hope, love, joy, and peace, and also includes 4 shorter edits of the individual themes that could be used as sermon bumpers for each week of Advent, with the full length movie being used at your Christmas or Christmas Eve service.
· Candlelight Advent Bumpers (Centerline New Media) and related backgrounds. Free. Simple and short sermon bumpers for the weeks of Advent.
· This Is Advent Service Pack. $19.99. A beautiful service pack designed for Advent. Pack includes, four intro videos, four motion titles, four motion backgrounds, a five -minute countdown four still backgrounds, four still title slides and 4 scripture slides. Comments: Hard to read.
· Welcome to Christmas – Advent Collection. *$44.95/four videos & countdown. Connect your congregation to the four unique topics that are discovered in traditional Advent worship services: Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace. Comments: We would have like the collection better if it had left off “Welcome to Christmas” in the Advent videos.
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Children’s Time: SATB characters – puppets or people. Music: “He Came Down” (PDF). Rhythm instruments.

God moments: Invite people to share a favorite carol - and why it’s important to them. This could become a social media post opportunity too.  Use “Study Your Own Carol” study guide sheet which asks why you like them and helps you dig a bit deeper into the carol’s history. Is there a place we can post the sheets?
General discussion points:
· What are your favorite Christmas songs and why?

· “O Holy Night” – It’s beautiful

· “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” – The Mona Shores choir used to sing it as they ascended the tree. Love the tune and message.
· “Still, Still, Still” – Peaceful. Gentle.

· “Light of the World” by Lauren Daigle – So relevant.
· “Silent Night” – Christmas Eve, standing in a circle facing each other with candles lit.

· “Star of the East” - Early hymnody. Focus on the wise men. Lyrics. Can be sung to three different tunes.

· “Peace on Earth/Little Drummer Boy” duet by Bing Crosby and David Bowie – Unexpected duet.

· “The Christmas Song (Chestnuts roasting…)” 

· “Jingle Bells”

· “Happy Christmas” – Lyrics: The war is over…
· What happens when you sing or hear these songs?

· Happy tears
· Flood of memories

· Sense of calm, being at peace, and having arrived at home.

· Marcia Woodworth wanted to begin Advent singing Christmas carols, especially “Silent Night” and “Joy to the World.”

· Diane’s father wanted “Joy to the World” sung at his funeral.

· How do we maintain a healthy tension between knowing the end of the Christmas story and use Advent as a time to wait? Listening to the words of the songs more closely?
· Much of what Pastor Mary learned about God and theology was/is through music.
------------------------------------------------------

November 29, 2026: “Carols for Coming Hope”
1st Sunday of Advent 
Scripture: Isaiah 11: 6-9 (CEB)
The Peaceful Kingdom


6 The wolf will live with the lamb,
    and the leopard will lie down with the young goat;
    the calf and the young lion will feed together,
    and a little child will lead them.
7 The cow and the bear will graze.
    Their young will lie down together,
    and a lion will eat straw like an ox.
8 A nursing child will play over the snake’s hole;
    toddlers will reach right over the serpent’s den.
9 They won’t harm or destroy anywhere on my holy mountain.
    The earth will surely be filled with the knowledge of the Lord,
    just as the water covers the sea.

Scripture: Isaiah 11: 1-5 (CEB) 
A Shoot from Jesse’s Stump
 

11 A shoot will grow up from the stump of Jesse;
    a branch will sprout from his roots.
2 The Lord’s spirit will rest upon him,
    a spirit of wisdom and understanding,
    a spirit of planning and strength,
    a spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord.
3 He will delight in fearing the Lord.
He won’t judge by appearances,
    nor decide by hearsay.
4 He will judge the needy with righteousness,
    and decide with equity for those who suffer in the land.
He will strike the violent with the rod of his mouth;
    by the breath of his lips he will kill the wicked.
5 Righteousness will be the belt around his hips,
    and faithfulness the belt around his waist.
Synopsis: We begin our journey through this Advent season by acknowledging that, like the Hebrew poet Isaiah, we continue to hope for a better world for all people. It is likely that most Advent seasons include the beloved carol, “O Come, O Come, Immanuel.” Based on an ancient Latin text, the names for Christ in each verse, when viewed in reverse order, spell out “Ero Cras,” Latin for “tomorrow I come.” We still wait for that tomorrow – we “dream of a turning from ages of wrong.”

Felt need: To wait with hope for Jesus’ coming again when God’s reign comes in its fullness 

Carols: “We Dream of a Turning” (PDF); #211 “O Come, O Come, Immanuel”
Visuals: 
Hands-on item:

Activity: Advent wreath/candle lighting

Media possibilities: 

· “Advent Inspiration – Hope (Playback Media).” Length: 1:08. Free. Jesus is coming. The season of Advent is here, the season of Hope. Invite your church to be filled with Hope - deep, steady, everlasting Hope - in the One who was, and is, and who is to come.
·  “Hope (Advent – Freebridge Media.” Length: 0:59. During the season of Advent, we prepare our hearts for His coming. Hope is more than wishful thinking—it is the confident expectation that God will keep His promises. As a child eagerly waits for Christmas morning, so to do we wait for our Savior.
· “Hope (Advent – Centerline Media).” Length: 0:45. Free. A simple, short, sermon bumper for week one of Advent focusing on the theme of Hope.
· “Advent Hope Worship Intro (Centerline Media).” Length: 0:55. Free. A simple reflective worship intro focusing on the Advent theme of hope.
Music: #211 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”; #209 “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”

Children’s Time: 

Social media: 

Resources: 

Discussion points:
· On Advent 1, we hear the prophets waiting for Jesus’ birth – a bit of a change from Christ the King Sunday, last week, where we await his return.

· What does “hope” mean to you?

· Hanging on/hanging in there/not giving up

· Optimism

· Perseverance

· Being grounded in something bigger than self or human understanding

· When have you been hopeful (as opposed to wishful)?

· GriefShare participants sharing how they have felt care from others
· Entertaining thoughts of “What if?” when something previously seemed impossible

· Finding underlying motivation, especially when things are hard. Knowing others are praying for and wanting to help me.

· When do you see glimpses of the Kingdom? When there is forgiveness, healing, and restoration.

· The ongoing work of God happens through people who have been transformed by Christ.
------------------------------------------------------
December 6, 2026: “Carols for Coming Peace”

2nd Sunday of Advent


Scripture: Luke 3: 2b-6 (CEB) 
John the Baptist’s Message
2  God’s word came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 John went throughout the region of the Jordan River, calling for people to be baptized to show that they were changing their hearts and lives and wanted God to forgive their sins. 4 This is just as it was written in the scroll of the words of Isaiah the prophet,

A voice crying out in the wilderness:
    “Prepare the way for the Lord;
        make his paths straight.
5 Every valley will be filled,
    and every mountain and hill will be leveled.
The crooked will be made straight
    and the rough places made smooth.
6 All humanity will see God’s salvation.” 

Scripture: Luke 4: 16-21 (CEB)

16 Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had been raised. On the Sabbath he went to the synagogue as he normally did and stood up to read. 17 The synagogue assistant gave him the scroll from the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because the Lord has anointed me.
He has sent me to preach good news to the poor, 
    to proclaim release to the prisoners 
    and recovery of sight to the blind, 
    to liberate the oppressed, 
19     and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 

20 He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the synagogue assistant, and sat down. Every eye in the synagogue was fixed on him. 21 He began to explain to them, “Today, this scripture has been fulfilled just as you heard it.”
Synopsis: The coming of Christ is a kind of “jubilee” – a concept held from the earliest texts of our Judeo-Christian tradition. Jubilee is a moment of respite, of relief, of forgiveness. It is a leveling of the socioeconomic playing field so that everyone has enough. This is what Jesus came to declare. His cousin John knew this and began, “prepare the way” for the purpose and message of the Prince of Peace. Our music encourages us to make a “glad sound,” proclaiming the jubilee of God’s peace for all people.
Felt need: To seek peace with justice, embracing the concept of Jubilee

Carols: “Hark! The Glad Sound”; “Prepare the Way”

Visuals: 

Hands-on item:

Activity: Advent wreath/candle lighting, Holy Communion (sung to the tune of “Come, O Long Expected Jesus”)

Media possibilities: 

· “Advent Inspiration – Peace (Playback Media).” Length: 1:27. Free. Jesus is coming. The season of Advent is here, the season of Peace. Invite your church into God’s peace. May hearts and homes be stilled with the deep calm, with the presence of The King.
· “Peace (Advent – Freebridge Media).” Length: 0:59. 4 videos/$29.99. During the season of Advent, we prepare our hearts for His coming. The peace Christ brings is unlike anything the world can offer. It is a peace that calms our fears, heals our divisions, and steadies our hearts.
· “Peace (Advent – Centerline Media).” Length: 0:45. Free. A simple, short, sermon bumper for week four of Advent focusing on the theme of Peace.
· “Advent Peace Worship Intro (Centerline New Media).” Length: 0:55. Free. A simple reflective worship intro focusing on the Advent theme of peace.
Music: “Prepare the Way! The Prophet Called” sung to the tune of “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”; #209 “Blessed Be the God of Israel”; Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord from Godspell
Children’s Time: 

Social media:

Resources: 

Discussion points: 

· From p. 4: Many Christmas songs evoke a sense of peace. What does that mean to you? No war/conflict or an inner peace?
· Scripture: John the Baptist and Jesus both point to a peace that comes when justice is served. We struggle with:
· This sense of biblical equality in which we are called to forgive economic debts. 
· Recognizing our limitations, lack of trust, and relationships that need repair.
· What does peace mean to you?
· Calm feeling
· No drama, conflict, or chaos
· Silence
· Contentment
· When have we felt at peace?
· In nature. Sunset. Hearing birds chirp.
· At the fire bowl at Lake Louise.
· When going through hard stuff and receiving support from others.
· Forgiveness.
· Surrender. The video mentions this. Knowing that we are not in control, we are not alone and God is with us.
NOTE: Drive-thru Nativity is Sat., Dec. 11 from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  LHUMC is the 2nd stop of five, and our part is Luke 1: 26-56, where the angel appears to Mary, Mary visits Elizabeth and sings a song of joy, magnifying the Lord.
------------------------------------------------------

December 13, 2026: “Carols for Coming Joy”
3rd Sunday of Advent


Scripture: Isaiah 7: 14 (CEB)



14 Therefore, the Lord will give you a sign. The young woman is pregnant and is about to give birth to a son, and she will name him Immanuel. 

Scripture: Luke 1: 46-55 (CEB) 
Mary Praises God

46 Mary said,
“With all my heart I glorify the Lord!
47     In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my savior.
48 He has looked with favor on the low status of his servant.
    Look! From now on, everyone will consider me highly favored
49         because the mighty one has done great things for me.
Holy is his name.
50     He shows mercy to everyone,
        from one generation to the next,
        who honors him as God.
51 He has shown strength with his arm.
    He has scattered those with arrogant thoughts and proud inclinations.
52     He has pulled the powerful down from their thrones
        and lifted up the lowly.
53 He has filled the hungry with good things
    and sent the rich away empty-handed.
54 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,
        remembering his mercy,
55     just as he promised to our ancestors,
        to Abraham and to Abraham’s descendants forever.”
Synopsis: From a tender and willing heart to a fierce defender of the lowly and prophet of justice, Mary is herself the carol of joy in this narrative of Jesus’ coming in the flesh. Likewise, our carols meet us where we are – in the tender moments when our soul yearns to bloom fully, as well as those times when we need to beat the drum and sound the alarm. Today we sing the truth that the world will indeed turn from sorrow to joy, and dawn will draw near, as we work to wipe away all tears.
Felt need: To seek justice with joy - knowing that God invites us to live with both tenderness and boldness

Carols: “Canticle of Turning” (PDF music, SATB, handbells); #216 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”

Visuals:  

Hands-on item:

Activity: Advent wreath/candle lighting

Media possibilities: 

· “Advent Inspiration – Joy (Playback Media).” Length: 1:19. Free. Jesus is coming. The season of Advent is here, the season of Joy. From the star that gleamed over the stable to the light that now shines in our hearts, invite your church to be filled, overflowing, and radiant with God’s Joy.
· “Joy (Advent – Freebridge Media).” Length: 0:59. 4 videos/$29.99. During the season of Advent, we prepare our hearts for His coming. Joy is more than a fleeting feeling, it is a deep gladness rooted in the good news of Christ’s coming.
· “Joy (Advent – Centerline New Media).” Length: 0:45. Free. A simple, short, sermon bumper for week three of Advent focusing on the theme of Joy.
· “Advent Joy Worship Intro (Centerline New Media).” Length: 0:55. Free. A simple reflective worship intro focusing on the Advent theme of joy.
Music: #89 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee,” “For Everyone Born a Place at the Table”
Children’s Time:
Social media:

Resources: 

Discussion points:
· Mary’s song: Mary is a prophet. Her song says who Jesus is and what he is going to do.

· Joy is tied to justice.

· “Canticle of Turning”: Very singable. Sound a bit like a Christian drinking song; interesting contrast between a very young Mary singing her song and the Notre Dame men’s version.
· Unlike happiness, joy is not fleeting. It does not depend on our circumstances; it endures. We can feel moments of sadness and be joy-filled. Example: You might laugh at a funeral as memories are recalled and still be sad. Related article: “My Brother’s Last Joke Changed How I Understand Grief” by John Kenney for the Lost Angeles Times. Appeared in the Muskegon Chronicle on 11/1/26.
------------------------------------------------------

December 14, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.: “Carols for Coming Comfort”

Blue Christmas
Scripture: Isaiah 64: 1-4 (CEB)

64 If only you would tear open the heavens and come down!
    Mountains would quake before you
2     like fire igniting brushwood or making water boil.
    If you would make your name known to your enemies,
    the nations would tremble in your presence.

3 When you accomplished wonders beyond all our expectations;
    when you came down, mountains quaked before you.
4 From ancient times,
    no one has heard,
    no ear has perceived,
    no eye has seen any god but you
    who acts on behalf of those who wait for him! 

Scripture: Matthew 2: 11-12 (CEB)
11 They entered the house and saw the child with Mary his mother. Falling to their knees, they honored him. Then they opened their treasure chests and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 Because they were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country by another route.

Synopsis: The holiday season can be hard, especially for those whose melancholy is fueled by loss, no matter how long ago the loss occurred. The call to be “jolly” can feel cruel and even raise residual feelings of anger. The prophet Isaiah knew this and, thankfully, so do our musical poets. The stories of Jesus’ birth, life, and death include stories of loss, fear, and injustice. And so this night we bring all of our emotions and experiences and invite God to come now to comfort, soothe, and heal.
Felt need: To acknowledge the reality of death, loss, and grief and the need for comfort through the promise of God with us and the presence of others who care
Carols: “Come Now, O God” (PDF); #219 “What Child Is This?”

Visuals: Blue tea lights

Hands-on item:

Activity: Advent wreath/candle lighting, Prayer/anointing with oil.

Media possibilities:
· “As We Gather.” Length: 1:18. We own it; last used Lent/Easter 2025. This inspiring mini movie offers a message of hope and comfort, reminding us that God’s love is constant, no matter our struggles or past. In the midst of life’s chaos and disappointments, it invites us to find peace in His presence and trust that He is always with us.
Music: Worn, Held, May You Find a Light, Light of the World 

Children’s Time: 

Social media:

Resources: 

Discussion points:
· Pastor Mary’s favorite verse is Isaiah 64:1, “If you only would tear open the heavens and come down…”

· We might use a different reading in place of Matthew 2: 11-12. On the plus side, this passage acknowledges how plans change is ways that we neither want, nor expect.

· Blue Christmas worship acknowledges our need for comfort.

· Look for a hands-on item to give away.

· Could “Come Now, O God” sung by a soloist?

· As sad as we are, we should be grateful for the time we had with loved ones.
------------------------------------------------------

December 20, 2026: “Carols for Coming Love”

4th Sunday of Advent

Scripture: Isaiah 6: 1-3 (CEB) “The Divine Throne Room”
6 In the year of King Uzziah’s death, I saw the Lord sitting on a high and exalted throne, the edges of his robe filling the temple. 2 Winged creatures were stationed around him. Each had six wings: with two they veiled their faces, with two their feet, and with two they flew about. 3 They shouted to each other, saying:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of heavenly forces!
All the earth is filled with God’s glory!”
Scripture: Matthew 25: 37-40 (CEB)
37 “Then those who are righteous will reply to him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? 38 When did we see you as a stranger and welcome you, or naked and give you clothes to wear? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’
40 “Then the king will reply to them, ‘I assure you that when you have done it for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it for me.’
Synopsis: As we draw closer to the mystical moment of Christ’s coming, we step into the “thin place” between heaven and earth where we are all wrapped in the love of the Christ who was present from the beginning of time.  When our words fail to express this Great Mystery, we turn to musical poets to help us. We are swept up in the expanding silence of awe. And yet, the heavenly resides most fully when our earthly love welcomes the lonely, the stranger, the outcast. Jesus said, “when you fed, clothed, visited, and healed the least of these, you did it to me.”
Felt need: To let love guide us as we wait for the coming of Christ
Carols: “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper” (PDF); #626 “Let all Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

Visuals: 

Hands-on item:

Activity: Advent wreath/candle lighting

Media possibilities: 

· “Advent Inspiration – Love (Playback Media).” Length: 1:32. Free. Jesus is coming. The season of Advent is here, the season of Love. Invite your church into God’s love, a Love that is active, a Love that moves, a Love that gives.
· “Love (Advent – Freebridge Media).” Length: 0:59. 4 videos/$29.99. During the season of Advent, we prepare our hearts for His coming. The love of God is not distant or abstract. It was revealed in the most personal way, when God sent His Son into the world. The greatest gift ever given.
· “Love (Advent – Centerline New Media).” Length: 0:45. Free. A simple, short, sermon bumper for week two of Advent focusing on the theme of Love.
· “Advent Love Worship Intro (Centerline New Media).” Length: 0:55. Free. A simple reflective worship intro focusing on the Advent theme of love.
Music: #202 “People Look East”; “Love Came Down” by Bethel Music; Holy, Holy, Holy

Children’s Time: 

Social media:

Resources: 

Discussion points:
· How can we explain to someone who has not stepped into a church (ever or for a very long time), what to expect of Advent/Christmas worship?

· Expect to feel something. Be moved.

· Experience peace is a way that is different from any other place.
· Find the “thin place” between heaven and earth.

· As adults, sometimes the excitement we feel at the beginning of Advent fades as we get closer to Christmas. Why?

· We get tired. We lose energy trying to create the perfect Christmas.

· We might lower our expectations, so we aren’t disappointed.

· Office parties and other celebrations often happen in early December.

· Kids get more excited as Christmas approaches.

· Time to enjoy family and quiet time.

· Family traditions: How do we keep them going? How do we decide when to make new traditions?

· Where do we go the experience the coming of Christ outside of family (or church)? We must make room for experiences like a concert, play, service project, etc.

· Offering mission projects is a good way to engage in the season. Examples: Stocking for Kids Belong and MAP Teen Town. Love is active.
· Jean recalled her Christmas experiences at Grand Rapids First UMC helping with a Christmas breakfast for the unhoused. Yes, some of their troubles were due to addictions, mental illness, or disabilities, but many had a string of bad luck and no one to fall back on. The meal and stockings (hunting socks stuffed with toiletries) mattered to the guests and volunteers.

· “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper” is very singable.
------------------------------------------------------

December 24, 2026 at 7:00 & 10:00 p.m.: “Carols for the Coming Christ”
Christmas Eve
Scripture: Luke 2: 1-20 (CEB) 
Jesus’ Birth


2 In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the empire should be enrolled in the tax lists. 2 This first enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed Syria. 3 Everyone went to their own cities to be enrolled. 4 Since Joseph belonged to David’s house and family line, he went up from the city of Nazareth in Galilee to David’s city, called Bethlehem, in Judea. 5 He went to be enrolled together with Mary, who was promised to him in marriage and who was pregnant. 6 While they were there, the time came for Mary to have her baby. 7 She gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the guestroom.

Announcement to Shepherds

8 Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. 9 The Lord’s angel stood before them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified.

10 The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news for all people. 11 Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. 12 This is a sign for you: you will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great assembly of the heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They said, 14 “Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors.”

15 When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go right now to Bethlehem and see what’s happened. Let’s confirm what the Lord has revealed to us.” 16 They went quickly and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they reported what they had been told about this child. 18 Everyone who heard it was amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 Mary committed these things to memory and considered them carefully. 20 The shepherds returned home, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. Everything happened just as they had been told.

Scripture: Matthew 2: 1-2
Coming of the Magi


2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the territory of Judea during the rule of King Herod, magi came from the east to Jerusalem. 2 They asked, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We’ve seen his star in the east, and we’ve come to honor him.”
Synopsis: It is the night we celebrate the incarnation of God’s hope, peace, joy, and love. Through the ages, carols have offered us the delight, nostalgia, and power of this moment as we lift our candles and declare that the light will multiply through us in the world, no matter how dim our situations seem. The dawn of redeeming grace is born in us as we dare to grow peace on earth despite our fear, acting to bring God’s holy care to those who need it most.

Felt need: To welcome and embrace the coming of God in Jesus - Emmanuel - and to experience the glory of God

Carols: “Come Join in Mary’s Prophet Song” (PDF sung to the tune of “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”); #239 “Silent Night” 

Visuals: 

Hands-on item:

Activity: Advent wreath/candle lighting, Lighting candles/glowsticks
Media possibilities: 

· “God with Us (Christmas Eve – Centerline New Media).” Length: 2:25. Free. Building to Christ’s birth, from waiting to welcoming, this movie focuses on the themes of Advent: hope, love, joy, and peace. Comments:  Good words. Distracting visuals. It is a reminder that we need to hear and read the words.
Music: #246 “Joy to the World” or “Joy to the World (Unspeakable Joy)” by Chris Tomlin

Message: There will be a combination of scripture and songs to tell the story.
· #234 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” v 1 or “O Come All Ye Faithful (His Name Shall Be)" by Passion

· “Come Join in Mary’s Prophet Song” v 1-3 (PDF sung to the tune of “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”)

· #245 “The First Noel” v 1-2

· #217 “Away in a Manger” v 1

· #251 “Go Tell It on the Mountain” refrain, v 3, refrain

· “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” v 1,3 (PDF) sung to the tune of “Good King Wenceslas” or “Breath of Heaven (Mary’s Song)” by Amy Grant

· #219 “What Child Is This” or “What Child Is This” by Chris Tomlin

Children’s Time: Lighting candles/glowsticks, Kids’ activities at 7:00 p.m. (BINGO card)
Social media:

Resources: 

Discussion points:
· Key points for planning Christmas Eve worship

· Singing “Silent Night” standing in a circle facing each other with candles lit. “A light shines in the darkness and the darkness can never put it out.”

· Experience belonging, hope, peace, joy, and love.

· Feeling welcome – especially for time or occasional worshippers.

· Familiar music.

· Families coming in together – in whatever form that presents itself.

· What does it mean to truly celebrate Christmas?

· Focus on Jesus. It isn’t our birthday.

· Welcoming Emmanuel to be with us.

· To be reminded that we are not alone. God became a human for us/me.

------------------------------------------------------

December 27, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.: “Carols for Coming Justice”

1st Sunday after Christmas Day

Scripture: Luke 2: 8-9
Announcement to Shepherds


8 Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. 9 The Lord’s angel stood before them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified.

Scripture: Matthew 2: 13-16 
Escape to Egypt


13 When the magi had departed, an angel from the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up. Take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod will soon search for the child in order to kill him.” 14 Joseph got up and, during the night, took the child and his mother to Egypt. 15 He stayed there until Herod died. This fulfilled what the Lord had spoken through the prophet: I have called my son out of Egypt. 

Murder of the Bethlehem children

16 When Herod knew the magi had fooled him, he grew very angry. He sent soldiers to kill all the children in Bethlehem and in all the surrounding territory who were two years old and younger, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 

Synopsis: The shepherds tending their flock in the hills outside Bethlehem were disrupted by the sight of an other-worldly being and they were terrified. Disruptions can be unsettling at best and devastating at worst. As the story continues, the worst kind of disruption occurs. The disruption of life – a snuffing out of innocent lives. The Holy Family goes on the run, strangers in a strange land – refugees. Musical lament helps us remember that we must keep watch with, and ease the suffering of, those who are displaced or under threat. They are Christ in our midst. 
Felt need: To remember that the Incarnation happens in the midst of the real world where people are still facing oppression and seeking refuge 
Carols: “Jesus Entered Egypt” (PDF); #236 “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” or the version by Reawaken Hymns
Visuals: 

Hands-on item:

Activity: Advent wreath/candle lighting

Media possibilities: 
Music: #240 “Hark! The Hearld Angels Sing” or version by Phil Wickham
Children’s Time: 

Social media:

Resources: 

Discussion points:
· The Christmas story has been sanitized. How many carols do you hear about a smelly stable, a crying baby, and rooming with the livestock? 

· What do families with a new baby want? Sleep and peace. The Holy Family wasn’t getting either.

· Christmas carols tend to focus on the power of God.

· Disruptions don’t discriminate:

· The shepherds were disrupted while tending their flocks – a dirty job.

· The Magi – all learned men – were force to go home by another way.

· The Holy Family had to escape to Egypt because of Herod.
· Horrible things still happen, especially when those in power use it unjustly.

· What do you in the days just after Christmas?

· Take down the Christmas tree.

· Fell let down. The excitement is over. New Year’s Eve hasn’t come.

· Dreading going back to work.

· As a retailer/buyer, Jean, found it to be a quiet time at work.

· Relax and take a big, deep breath.

· For teachers, it was a quiet week with family.

· Department stores contend with returned gifts and customers shopping to replace them.
------------------------------------------------------

January 3, 2027 at 10:00 a.m.: “Carols for Coming Light”

Epiphany Sunday


Scripture: John 1: 9-14 (CEB)


9 The true light that shines on all people
    was coming into the world.
10 The light was in the world,
    and the world came into being through the light,
        but the world didn’t recognize the light.
11 The light came to his own people,
    and his own people didn’t welcome him.
12 But those who did welcome him,
        those who believed in his name,
    he authorized to become God’s children,
13         born not from blood
        nor from human desire or passion,
        but born from God.
14 The Word became flesh
    and made his home among us.
We have seen his glory,
    glory like that of a father’s only son,
        full of grace and truth.


Scripture: Luke 2: 15-20 (CEB)

15 When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go right now to Bethlehem and see what’s happened. Let’s confirm what the Lord has revealed to us.” 16 They went quickly and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they reported what they had been told about this child. 18 Everyone who heard it was amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 Mary committed these things to memory and considered them carefully. 20 The shepherds returned home, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. Everything happened just as they had been told.


Synopsis: It is the Sunday we celebrate the “Epiphany,” or manifestation of the Light of the World in the birth of Jesus. Historically, the twelve days of Christmas were a continuation of the season of Christmas called “Christmastide.” In some places and times, Christmas carols were only sung within the time span of these twelve days between Christmas and Epiphany. In this last Sunday of our series that has celebrated the carols that form our faith, we declare that we will continue throughout all time to “go tell it on the mountain!”
Felt need: To go and tell the Good News of Jesus, Light of the World, who comes for everyone 
Carols: #251 “Go Tell It on the Mountain” or the version by Zack Williams; “Jesus, Light of the World” by We the Kingdom
Visuals: Christ candle

Hands-on item: Star words

Activity: Holy Communion

Media possibilities: 

· “Stained Glass Epiphany.” Length: 0:43. Free. Background slide which is part of the Stained Glass Christmas Collection.
Music: #68 “When in Our Music God Is Glorified”; #246 “Joy to the World” or “Joy to the World (Unspeakable Joy)” by Chris Tomlin, We Three Kings (UMH 254), Light of the World (Sing Hallelujah) by We The Kingdom, There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (UMH 121)
Children’s Time: 

Social media:

Resources: 

Discussion points:
· How do New Year and Christmas go together? Both are times for new beginnings and personal reflections.

· The Twelve Days of Christmas, i.e. the time from Christmas Day until Epiphany (January 6), were traditionally the time for Christmas carols.

· Many of us like to keep the tree up and lights on until Epiphany (or longer since it is so dark).
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