	
	
	



2027 Worship
LOVE BOLDLY AND SINCERELY.
SERVE JOYFULLY AND HUMBLY.
LEAD COURAGEOUSLY AND FAITHFULLY.
Updated October 14, 2026

[image: ]Members at the planning retreat: Vicki Zuker, Pastor Ruth McPhail Ubaldo, Rose Emmons, Diane Thompson, David Booth, Jean Kelly, Pastor Mary Ivanov, Chris Ostrander, Jim Post, Karen Post, Kathy Luckett, Ken Luckett, Ed Baranowski, Sue Baranowski, Betty Kinney; Pastor Mark and Annette Erbes (written thoughts)

2027 Theme: Love boldly and sincerely. Serve joyfully and humbly. Lead courageously and faithfully.

	
	
	



Inspiration:  The United Methodist Church’s 2025 vision, above right, with an additional perspective so that it resonates with both extroverts and introverts.  Related resource: “’Not-so-obvious’ introvert on church’s new vision” by Rev. Myung Sun Han, June 4, 2025 
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Key verses: 1 John 4: 7-12 (CEV)
7 My dear friends, we must love each other. Love comes from God, and when we love each other, it shows we have been given new life. We are now God's children, and we know him. 8 God is love, and anyone who doesn't love others has never known him. 9 God showed his love for us when he sent his only Son into the world to give us life. 10 Real love isn't our love for God, but his love for us. God sent his Son to be the sacrifice by which our sins are forgiven. 11 Dear friends, since God loved us this much, we must love each other.
12 No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is truly in our hearts.

Major spoken/unspoken needs: Life is hard.
· Importance of community. Learning to live in community by being in community.
· Navigating an angry, divided world.
· Generational differences.
· Pervasive lack of trust, respect, and civility.
· Concerns about Artificial Intelligence and data centers.
· Aging. Aging = Invisibility. Caregiving. Death.

Big questions: 
· Why Jesus? Why the Church? Why this church?
· To whom are we ultimately accountable?
· How are we going to show up like Jesus?
· How does the theme encourage spiritual formation and help us carry out our mission?

AI notes: The meaning of the principles in our 2026 Theme:
· Love boldly and sincerely: This is a call to action that goes beyond passive feelings or superficial kindness.
· Boldly: It means actively stepping beyond your comfort zone to demonstrate love, even when it's inconvenient or uncomfortable. It requires taking risks for the well-being of others.
· Sincerely: The love must be genuine and grounded in honesty. It means avoiding pretense and hypocrisy in your actions. This aspect of love was also encouraged by the apostle Paul in Romans 12:9.
· Serve joyfully and humbly: This focuses on the attitude behind acts of service.
· Joyfully: Instead of viewing service as a chore, one should approach it with a positive and grateful heart. This joy comes from the act of giving itself, not from expecting something in return.
· Humbly: Humility ensures that service is focused on meeting the needs of others, not on self-promotion or building one's own ego. It means recognizing that you are also served by others and that all people have inherent value.
· Lead courageously and faithfully: This is a challenge to step into a leadership role—in your family, community, or workplace—with integrity and conviction.
· Courageously: Leadership involves making difficult, and sometimes unpopular, decisions. It means facing challenges head-on, taking calculated risks, and standing up for what is right, rather than avoiding conflict.
· Faithfully: This calls for consistency and integrity in your leadership. It means staying true to your core values and vision, especially when the path is uncertain. For those of faith, it also means trusting in a higher purpose and guidance. 

AI notes: How to put these principles into practice:
· Practice active, selfless service. Look for opportunities to help others, both in big and small ways.
· Cultivate authentic relationships. Build trust with others by being vulnerable and honest. Let your actions, rather than just your words, demonstrate your care.
· Seek continuous growth. Embrace a "learner's mindset" and view challenges as opportunities for growth.
· Lead with empathy and integrity. Before making a decision, take time to understand the perspectives of others. Uphold ethical principles, even when it's the more difficult choice.
· Build a community of support. Surround yourself with people who will encourage and challenge you to live out these values. You do not have to live this way alone.
------------------------------------------------------------

“Carols for the Coming Christ”
Based on the series by Marcia McFee
November 29, 2026 – January 6, 2027 
(4 weeks of Advent, plus Blue Christmas, Christmas Eve, Christmas 1 Epiphany)
Brainstorming: Week of November 2, 2026

[image: ]Synopsis: Like notes on a music staff, we are called to join together to sing songs that proclaim the renewed creation of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. This year throughout the Advent and Christmas season, we will encounter familiar and new Carols for the Coming Christ and pause to consider their messages in fresh ways. As a popular quote attributed to Hans Christian Anderson says, “Where words fail, music speaks.” Song poets have long helped us “speak” when our own words fail in the face of human struggle. The promise of the Coming Christ is that our hearts can hold the world and that the songs in our hearts can heal our weariness.

2026 theme connection: As we proclaim Hope, Peace, Joy and Love through song, we are emboldened to love boldly and sincerely, serve joyfully and humbly, and lead courageously and faithfully.

Resources: Carols for the Coming Christ, Marcia McFee, Worship Design Studio:
· Scripture and Synopses
· Overview
· Sample script for Advent 1
· Related visuals on Pinterest.
· Carols for the Coming Christ by Adam Tice. Advent and Christmas devotional.

Music: 
Activity: Handel’s Messiah, Grand Rapids Symphony and Chorus, Nov. 20-21 

Advent 1 – November 29, 2026: “Carols for Coming Hope”
Scripture: Isaiah 11:6-9; Isaiah 11: 1-5
Synopsis: We begin our journey through this Advent season by acknowledging that, like the Hebrew poet Isaiah, we continue to hope for a better world for all people. It is likely that most Advent seasons include the beloved carol, “O Come, O Come, Immanuel.” Based on an ancient Latin text, the names for Christ in each verse, when viewed in reverse order, spell out “Ero Cras,” Latin for “tomorrow I come.” We still wait for that tomorrow – we “dream of a turning from ages of wrong.”
Carols: “We Dream of a Turning”; #211 “O Come, O Come, Immanuel”

Advent 2 – December 6, 2026: “Carols for Coming Peace"
Scripture: Luke 3:2b-6; Luke 4:16-21
Synopsis: The coming of Christ is a kind of “jubilee”–a concept held from the earliest texts of our Judeo-Christian tradition. Jubilee is a moment of respite, of relief, of forgiveness. It is a leveling of the socio-economic playing field so that everyone has enough. This is what Jesus came to declare. His cousin John knew this and began to “prepare the way” for the purpose and message of the Prince of Peace. Our music encourages us to make a “glad sound,” proclaiming the jubilee of God’s peace for all people.
Carols: "Hark! The Glad Sound"; "Prepare the Way"

Advent 3 – December 13, 2026: “Carols for Coming Joy"
Scripture: Isaiah 7:14; Luke 1:46-55
Synopsis: From a tender and willing heart, to a fierce defender of the lowly and prophet of justice, Mary is herself the carol of joy in this narrative of Jesus’ coming in the flesh. Likewise, our carols meet us where we are–in tender moments when our soul yearns to bloom fully, as well as those times when we need to beat the drum and sound the alarm. Today we sing the truth that the world will indeed turn from sorrow to joy, and dawn will draw near, as we work to wipe away all tears.
Carols: "Canticle of Turning"; "Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming"

Blue Christmas– December 14, 2025 at 7:00 pm: “Carols for Coming Comfort"
Scripture: Isaiah 64:1-4; Matthew 2:11-12
Synopsis: The holiday season can be hard, especially for those whose melancholy is fueled by loss, no matter how long ago the loss occurred. The call to be “jolly” can feel cruel and even raise residual feelings of anger. The prophet Isaiah knew this and, thankfully, so do our musical poets. The stories of Jesus’ birth, life, and death include stories of loss, fear, and injustice. And so this night we bring all of our emotions and experiences and invite God to come now to comfort, soothe, and heal.
Carols: "Come Now, O God"; "What Child is This?"
Activity: Candle lighting, prayer/anointing with oil

Advent 4 – December 20, 2026: “Carols for Coming Love"
Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-3; Matthew 25:37-40
Synopsis: As we draw closer to the mystical moment of Christ’s coming, we step into the “thin place” between heaven and earth where we are all wrapped in the love of the Christ who was present from the beginning of time. When our words fail to express this Great Mystery, we turn to musical poets to help us. We are swept up in the expanding silence of awe. And yet, the heavenly resides most fully when our earthly love welcomes the lonely, the stranger, the outcast. Jesus said, “when you [fed, clothed, visited, and healed] the least of these, you did it to me.”
Carols: "Now the Heavens Start to Whisper"; "Let all Mortal Flesh Keep Silence"

Christmas Eve– December 24, 2026 (6 or 7:00 pm and 10:00 pm): "Carols for the Coming Christ"
Scripture: Luke 2:1-20; Matthew 2:1-2
Synopsis: It is the night we celebrate the incarnation of God’s hope, peace, joy, and love. Through the ages, carols have offered us the delight, nostalgia, and power of this moment as we lift our candles and declare that the light will multiply through us in the world, no matter how dim our situations seem. The dawn of redeeming grace is born in us as we dare to grow peace on earth despite our fear, acting to bring God’s holy care to those who need it most.
Carols: "Come Join in Mary's Prophet Song"; "Silent Night"
Activity: Candle lighting

Christmas 1 – December 27, 2026 at 10:00 am: "Carols for Coming Justice"
Scripture: Luke 2:8-9; Matthew 2:13-16
Synopsis: The shepherds tending their flock in the hills outside Bethlehem were disrupted by the sight of an other-worldly being and they were terrified. Disruptions can be unsettling at best and devastating at worst. As the story continues, the worst kind of disruption occurs. The disruption of life–a snuffing out of innocent lives. The Holy Family goes on the run, strangers in a strange land–refugees. Musical lament helps us remember that we must keep watch with, and ease the suffering of, those who are displaced or under threat. They are Christ in our midst.
Carols: "Jesus Entered Egypt"; "While Shepherds Watched their Flocks"

Epiphany – January 3, 2027 at 10:00 am: "Carols for Coming Light" 
Scripture: John 1:9-14; Luke 2:15-20
Synopsis: It is the Sunday we celebrate the “Epiphany,” or manifestation of the Light of the World in the birth of Jesus. Historically, the twelve days of Christmas were a continuation of the season of Christmas called “Christmastide.” In some places and times, Christmas carols were only sung within the time span of these twelve days between Christmas and Epiphany. In this last Sunday of our series that has celebrated the carols that form our faith, we declare that we will continue throughout all time to “go tell it on the mountain!”
Carols: "Go Tell it on the Mountain"; "Jesus, Light of the World"
Image: 
-----------------------------------------------------------
“Compassionate Caregiving”
January 10 – February 7, 2027
(5 weeks) 
Brainstorming: Week of December 7

Synopsis: The compassionate caregiving sermon series focuses on modeling Christ's empathetic service, supporting those who carry heavy burdens and leaning on God's divine strength when caregiving causes exhaustion.

2026 theme connection: Compassionate caregiving is an expression of loving boldly and sincerely and serving joyfully and humbly. 

Resources: 
· What does the Bible say about caregiving?
· A Biblical Perspective on Caregiving by Joni Eareckson Tada, Feb. 16, 2023
· Hurry Worry illustration
· Off the Mark Comic, 9-17-26

Activity: Book(s) and films
· Theo of Golden by Allen Levi. A story of giving and receiving, of seeing and being seen, Theo of Golden is an unforgettable novel about the power of generosity, the importance of connection, and the quiet miracles that happen when we choose kindness and wonder.
· Remarkably Bright Creatures (April 2026, PG-13) Based on the bestselling phenomenon by Shelby Van Pelt comes the story of Tova, a widow who forms an unlikely friendship with the curmudgeonly Marcellus — a giant pacific octopus that lives at the aquarium where she works. Unbeknownst to Tova, Marcellus is on a mission to solve a mystery that will heal the widow’s heart and lead her to a life-changing discovery.
· Ordinary Angels (2024 PG) A struggling hairdresser finds a renewed sense of purpose when she meets a widowed father working hard to care for his two daughters. With his youngest critically ill and waiting for a liver transplant, the fierce woman single-handedly rallies an entire community to help.
· You Are Here: A Come from Away Story (Sept. 11, 2019) Not rated. September 11, 2001. Images of that day are forever etched into our collective consciousness. It was a day of shock and terror, the effects of which linger within our minds. And yet on that same day, on an island about 3,000 kilometers from Manhattan, in the middle of the Atlantic, the citizens of Gander, Newfoundland, gave voice to all that is good and generous within humanity.
Music: 
Media: 
· “Grief.” Length: 1:37. Cost: $19.99. License: Yes. Grief is a part of life, a truth that Jesus Himself was well acquainted with. This powerful mini movie reminds us that our grief is not the end of the story. It meets people in their sorrow without rushing them past it, points them to the God of all comfort, and offers the hope that what has broken us may become the very thing God uses to comfort someone else. 
· “God Is Here.” Length: 1:18. Cost: $20.00. License: Yes. “God is Here” is an inspiring service opener from Dan Stevers.
· Short clips by Yusef/Cat Stevens. Music: “Oh Very Young – Blue Denim”
· The Goodbye
· The boy
· The bird

 Baptism of the Lord – January 10, 2027 at 10:00 am: “The Heart of the Divine Caregiver"
Scripture: Ezekiel 24:11-16 (???)
Core theme: God is our ultimate provider and healer
Synopsis: God searches for, rescues, and binds up the broken. Before we can sustainably care for others, we must anchor our souls in how deeply God cares for us.

Epiphany 2 – January 17, 2027: “The Towel and the Basin (the call to serve)"
Scripture: John 13:1-5 (Jesus washes his disciples’ feet)
Core theme: Practical, humble, and lowly service
Synopsis: Jesus knew His authority, yet he wrapped a towel around His waist. True compassionate caregiving requires laying down pride and entering the messy realities of another person's life.

Epiphany 3 – January 24, 2027: “Sustaining the Weary (how Jesus cares for caregivers)”
Scripture: Isaiah 53: 3-4 (Jesus bears our pain); Matthew 11:28-30 (Come to me...)
Core theme: Processing burnout, grief, and emotional fatigue
Synopsis: Acknowledge the physical and emotional toll of caregiving. Jesus is intimately acquainted with grief and invites exhausted caregivers to find true rest in Him.
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Epiphany 4 – January 31, 2027: “Compassion in Action (Multiplying what you have)”
Scripture: Mark 8:1-10 (Jesus feed the 4,000)
Core theme: Moving from empathy to tangible, community-focused action
Synopsis: Challenge the congregation to look at community needs not with fear of scarcity, but by asking, “What will happen if I don’t act?” Trust God to multiply small acts of service 

Transfiguration – February 7, 2026: “Not Alone”
Scripture: Galatians 6:2-9; 2 Corinthians 12:9-10
Synopsis: One core biblical principle in connection to compassionate caregiving is bearing one another's burdens. At the same time, we need to depend on God since caregiving is physically and emotionally exhausting. Scripture points to divine strength rather than human self sufficiency 
Resource: The Biblical Imperative for Caregiving: Galatians 6: 2-10
-----------------------------------------------------
“The Way”
February 14 – March 28, 2027
(7 weeks, plus Holy Thursday) 
Brainstorming: Week of January 17

Synopsis: Lent is a time of reflection, and there’s nothing like a pilgrimage to conjure that up. Making intentional journeys has been a ritual of humankind across time and traditions. Inspired by passages in the Judeo-Christian scriptures that talk about the journeys, roads, and pathways of life, we will make our way together through this season. The popular and poignant movie, “The Way,” about a father’s pilgrimage in honor of his late son on the famed Camino de Santiago in France and Spain, accompanies us as our modern-day inspiration to live the life we’ve been given to the fullest.

2027 theme connection: A journey is the act of travelling from one place to another and a process of personal growth and development over time. We don’t learn to love, serve, and lead unless we keep putting one foot ahead of the other.

[image: ]Resources: “The Way” from Marcia McFee
· Series intro video
· Scripture and synopses
· Overview
· Sample script Lent 1
· Related visuals on Pinterest.
· I Walked 500 Miles on the Camino de Santiago After Losing My Job to AI by Shannon Carroll, Aug. 25, 2026, Wall Street Journal

Ash Wednesday – February 10, 2027: _________ is preaching at Central UMC

Lent 1 – February 14, 2027: “The Wandering Way”
Scripture: Psalm 1: 1-6; Luke 4: 1-2 (wilderness)
Synopsis: After Jesus’ baptism, he went on a pilgrimage into the wilderness. A common practice among spiritual leaders of his day, this was a time to dig deep into the humanity of his soul. Along the way, he encounters what we all encounter along the paths of life: temptations to stray from the path that God has intended for us. But “all who wander are not lost,” for it is in the wandering that we find our true selves.

Lent 2 – February 21, 2027: “The High Way”
Scripture: Psalm 37: 23-34; Isaiah 55: 1-9 (invitation to the thirsty)
Synopsis: We are taught that everything costs. But our ways are not God’s ways. We are all invited, without price, to the abundance of God’s grace. This is the higher way that we are invited to embody for the sake of the world. The “rich food” that we are invited to partake is the richness of life when all have enough not simply to survive, but to thrive. Hospitality is the way–even though we do not agree on everything, we are still one family at one table.

Lent 3 – February 28, 2027: “The Way Around”
Scripture: Psalm 32: 1-11; Luke 13: 31-34 (Jesus’ sorrow for Jerusalem)
Synopsis: We are not always understood. Jesus found this out, just like so many of us. Close family, friends, and neighbors may cling to an idea of who we are and cannot imagine we have grown beyond that identity. And likewise, we may do the same to them. We are called to move ahead and do what we feel called to, claiming who we know we are, taking the way around what others think we ought to do and be. And we offer the same steadfast love and encouragement to others.

Lent 4 – March 7, 2027: “The Way Home”
Scripture: Psalm 25: 4-10; Luke 15: 11b-32 (the parable of the lost son)
Synopsis: No matter what we call “home” in this physical world, we yearn for a spiritual home within that offers serenity, acceptance, and belonging without question. The extravagant acceptance of the father for the son in Jesus’ parable of the wandering son is difficult for us to believe sometimes–that no matter what we have done, who we are, how far we are from what we want to become, we are welcomed home by the Loving Parent.

Lent 5 – March 14, 2027: “The Free Way”
Scripture: Psalm 18: 1-33; Isaiah 43: 16-19; Philippians 3: 12-14
Synopsis: New paths are possible through freedom in Christ. And these ways can be made plain before us if we have eyes to see. Yes, we will strain against adversity–such is life. But new paths are always possible. New horizons are ours through relationship with God and with each other. There will be both stumbling blocks and steppingstones along the way. But God is our rock and our redeemer–God is with us in our every step.

Palm Sunday – March 21, 2027: “The Other Way”
Scripture: Psalm 37: 1-9; Luke 19: 28-40 (Palm Sunday)
Synopsis: This moment on the road for Jesus feels both like the end and the beginning. Such are so many moments of our lives. A pilgrimage may reach its destination, but the hope, the wisdom, the lessons learned along the way have offered a new starting point for us. What have we learned and what transformation–what “other way”–are we called to in the name of right relationship in our lives?

Holy Thursday – March 25, 2027: “The Loving Way”
Scripture: Isaiah 53: 3-6; John 13: 1-17, 31b-35 (Jesus washes his disciples’ feet)
Synopsis: This is the moment that Jesus travels the most difficult part of the human path: suffering. Whatever suffering we have experienced on our own life paths, Jesus knows the pain. In the midst of all of it, he invites the disciples to a surprising turn in the face of violence and death: that in the navigating of our lives, the most important choice we can embrace is that of love, no matter what.

Easter Sunday – March 28: “Make Your Way”
Scripture: Psalm 77; Matthew 28: 1-10 (Jesus has risen)
Synopsis: The morning comes, and grief turns to fear and then to astonishment and joy. The message is clear; Jesus is not dead, and the disciples are given instructions to make their way to Galilee where he will meet with all the disciples. And so, we make our way this morning to meet the risen Christ on the shores where the disciples were called and where we are called once again to be the Christ’s risen Body on the way to liberation from death into renewed life, renewed journeys, forevermore.
-----------------------------------------------------
“What Does It Mean to Be a Christian?”
April 4 – May 9, 2027
(6 weeks) 
Brainstorming: Week of March 15

Synopsis: To be a Christian is to love God wholeheartedly, rejoice in the grace of Christ, pray continually, love others sacrificially and to witness boldly to the transforming power of the gospel. These marks describe the substance and spirt of offering Christ to the world.

2027 theme connection: Knowing what is means to be a Christian is foundational.

Resources: 
· Wesleyan Vile-tality by Dr. Ashley Boggan 
· Five Marks of a Methodist: The Fruit of a Living Faith by Steve Harper

Easter 2 – April 4, 2027: “Loves God”
Scripture: Matthew 22:36-38 (the greatest commandment)
Synopsis: We live the Christian life in relation to the two great commandments: the command to love God, and the command to love others. Everything else emerges from this way of love. Our life in Christ begins in the fact that we love God.

Easter 3 – April 11, 2027: “Rejoices in God”
Scripture: Nehemiah 8:10
Synopsis: Joy flows from the love of God. Joy is distinctive evidence that we are living as Jesus’ disciples. What role does joy play in following Christ? Discipleship is a whole-life response to grace. Joy is the word used by Christians in every age to describe the comprehensive response we make out of our whole being to God’s love.

Easter 4 – April 18, 2027: “Gives Thanks”
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:15
Synopsis: How are we to give thanks “in every situation” when some situations seem to come not from the will of God but from the pit of hell? Gratitude is the Christian's response to God. Gratitude is the response to grace.

Easter 5 – April 25, 2027: “Prays Continuously”
Scripture: 1 Timothy 2:1 
Synopsis: Discipleship is first and foremost a relationship between Jesus and us. Every relationship is established and maintained by communion and communication. Prayer is the way we create and sustain our relationship with God. The heart of a disciple is a heart of attentiveness, and devoting ourselves to prayer is the main way we confirm our desire to hear from God and then put what we have heard into action.

Easter 6 – May 2, 2027 at 10:00 a.m.: “Loves Others”
Children’s Sunday won’t necessarily fit with this series. 
Scripture: 1 John 4:20
Synopsis: There is no more radical love than this—to love everyone—regardless. This is the love God commands. Apart from grace, we will love other people conditionally. The call to love others is a call to love radically.

Easter 7 – May 9, 2027: “Sacraments”
Scripture: Matthew 3:13-17, Matthew 28:19-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Synopsis: Sacraments are certain signs of grace, and God's good will toward us, by which he strengthens and confirms our faith in him. The United Methodist Church recognizes two sacraments, baptism and communion. These two acts have a special place in the church because Jesus commanded them and participated in them. Baptism marks the beginning of our lifelong journey as disciples of Jesus Christ. Communion nourishes and sustains us on the journey.

-----------------------------------------------------
“Acts of the Holy Spirit”
May 16 – June 27, 2027
(7 weeks) 
Brainstorming: Week of April 19 or 26

Synopsis:  The book of Acts bursts with the passion of early Christians’ embracing God’s work and spreading Jesus’ message worldwide. It also lays bare the challenges churches face, demonstrating that ‘normal church’ has never been plain sailing – a message that is as relevant today as when it was written. (*Based on the book summary of Acts for Everyone.)

2027 theme connection: To renew our passion to love, serve, and lead to bring about God’s kingdom here on earth.

Key verse: 

Resources: 
· Acts for Everyone* by N.T. Wright: Part 1 (Chapters 1-12), Part 2 (Chapters 13-28)
· Acts: Catching Up with the Spirit by Matthew I. Skinner
· Acts -  Women's Bible Study Participant Workbook: Awakening to God in Everyday Life by Melissa Spoelstra

Pentecost Sunday – May 16, 2027: “They Were All in One Place”
Scripture: Acts 2:1-21 (The Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost)
Synopsis: The Holy Spirit descends on the gathered believers with tongues, as of fire and they all speak other languages, as the Spirit gives them ability. They are likely in the temple courts and a crowd gathered in amazement. Some thought that the believers were drunk, but Peter addresses this, and he interprets the Pentecost events as the fulfillment of Joel 2:28-32.  

Trinity Sunday – May 23, 2027: “One Heart and One Soul”
Scripture: Acts 4:5-12, 32-35
Synopsis: The Holy Spirit fills Peter as he stands in front of the high priest and the priestly family. Peter proclaims that they healed a man through the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who God raised from the dead. Later, we hear that the believers are of one heart and soul and they held everything in common so that there was no need among them.

Pentecost 2 – May 30, 2027 at 10:00 a.m.: “Unwavering Faith”
Memorial Day weekend
Scripture: Acts 7:55-8:1
Synopsis: The Holy Spirit fills Stephen when he is about to be stoned. Stephen looks to heaven and sees the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. Even while being stoned to death, he prays that Jesus would receive his spirit and that God would forgive the people stoning him.

Pentecost 3 – June 6, 2027: “One Heart at a Time”
Annual Conference
Scripture: Acts 8:26-40
Synopsis: The Holy Spirit directs Philip to an Ethiopian eunuch who is in his chariot and Phillip proclaims the good news about Jesus. They come to some water, and the eunuch wants to be baptized. After Philip baptizes him, the Spirit of the Lord snatches Philip away.   

Pentecost 4 – June 13, 2027: “A Radical Transformation”
Scripture: Acts 9:1-20
Synopsis: Saul is travelling to Damascus when a light from heaven blinds him, and Jesus asks him why he is persecuting him. Saul’s traveling companions lead him into the city. God speaks to Ananias in a vision and asks him to go and lay hands on Saul so that he might regain his sight. When Saul is healed, he gets up and gets baptized. Saul begins to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues. 

Pentecost 5 – June 20, 2027: “Include Everyone?”
Father’s Day
Scripture: Acts 11:1-18
Synopsis: Peter arrives in Jerusalem and conveys how he had a vision before three men arrived where he was staying and the Spirit told him to go with them. They went to a household that had been waiting for Peter to arrive with a message from God. As Peter began to speak, the Holy Spirit descended on those in the household even though they were Gentiles.

Pentecost 6 – June 27, 2027: “Let Me Explain”
Scripture: Acts 17:22-31
Synopsis: Paul speaks to the Athenians about God, using their altar with the inscription “To an unknown god” as the jumping off point. 
-----------------------------------------------------
“A Summer of Serving”
July 4 - 25, 2026
(4 weeks) 
Brainstorming: Week of June 15 

Synopsis: What does it mean to serve? And where should we be serving as Christ followers?

2027 theme connection: We are called to serve joyfully and humbly.

Key verses: 
· Luke 22:7??? 
· And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” - Mark 10:42-45

Resource: 
Activities:
· Serve Sunday
· Invite local mission partners to share. Examples: Ross Park readers, Mission for Area People, Supper House, Family Promise, Every Woman’s Place, Hand to Hand, Fresh Coast Alliance, Life Align, Diabetes Foundation (Mudgi Cavender), Gary Nelund - homelessness

Pentecost 7 – July 4, 2027 at 10:00 a.m.: “Serve Our World”
Scripture: Luke 10: 25-37 (The Parable of the Good Samaritan); Philippians 2: 3-8 (Having the attitude of Christ)
Synopsis: We all know the commandment to love our neighbor. Instead of asking who my neighbor is, ask who I can be a neighbor to. Loving and serving go hand in hand.

Pentecost 8– July 11, 2027 at 10:00 a.m.: “Serve Our City”
Scripture: Jeremiah 29: 4-7; Colossians 3: 23-24
Synopsis: What does it look like to view our cities through a kingdom lens? While we may not be exiles like the Israelites, we are spiritual exiles. As Christ followers, we are called to be invested in the place the Lord has us, seeking the welfare of our city, neighborhoods, and workplaces.

Pentecost 9 – July 18, 2027 at 10:00 a.m.: “Serve Our Church”
Scripture: Romans 12 (Humble Service & Love in Action)
Synopsis: The Church is a people, not a building.  What does it look like to be a participating member of the Body of Christ?

Pentecost 10 – July 25, 2027 at 10:00 a.m.: “Transformed through Service”
Scripture: 
Synopsis: The high school youth mission team will share.

-----------------------------------------------------

“Control”
August 1 – 29, 2027
(5 weeks) 
Brainstorming: Week of June 15 

Synopsis: As much as we would like to, we can’t control other people or circumstances. How do we address the tension between our need for certainty and the biblical call to surrender?

2027 theme connection: To trade our false sense of control for the peace that comes with trusting God. 

Key verses: Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your understanding; in all your ways submit to Him and He will make your paths straight. Proverbs 3:5-6

Resources: 
· “On Becoming Spiritually Healthy: The Way to Trust” by Len Wilson. Key takeaway: Jesus doesn't wait for you to clean yourself up. He comes to heal the broken.

Media: “Balance.” Length: 1:33. Cost: $19.99. Life doesn’t always feel steady. As it shifts beneath us, we’re reminded that true balance isn’t found in control, but in trust. This reflective mini movie is about staying focused on Jesus, even when life feels uncertain. 
Music: "First Things First” by Consumed by Fire; “Jesus Take the Wheel” by Carrie Underwood

Pentecost 11 – August 1, 2027 at 10 a.m.: “The Illusion of Control”
Scripture: Proverbs 3:5-6; Matthew 6:25-34 (Worry)
Synopsis: You may be all tied up in knots of anxiety about what others think of you, or about your finances, your health, your performance, your parenting, your parents (or all of the above). Jesus acknowledges our worries, assures us no amount of worry can change the future, and shows us a way to unravel the knot of anxiety.
Resources: 
· Seven Reasons Not to Worry (Matthew 6:25-34), 11/4/21 by Nic Lingle
· The Illusion of Control by Beverly More, 2/2/2018 Biblical Counseling Coalition

Pentecost 12 – August 8, 2027 at 10 a.m.: “The Roots of Control”
Scripture: Genesis 3 (The Fall); Daniel
Synopsis: The desire for control is as old as Genesis 3. We think that having control will give us peace, safety, power, comfort, ease, or respect. Biblical faith is not built on knowing outcomes but knowing God’s character and resting in his presence.
Resource: When Certainty Becomes a Curse by Pastor James Fam
Related concepts: Self-reliance, self-sufficiency

Pentecost 13 – August 15, 2027 at 10 a.m.: “The Art of Surrender”
Scripture: Luke 22:42 (Jesus in the garden); Romans 12:1-2 (living sacrifice)
Synopsis: The desire to control is rooted in a lack of faith. How can we learn to let go of control and surrender to the power of God?
Resources: Taking a Closer Look at Romans 12:1-2 by Brian Rosner, 5-9-26 crossway.org

Pentecost 14 – August 22, 2027 at 10 a.m.: “Trusting the One in Control”
Scripture: Romans 8:28; Philippians 4:6-7 (don’t worry)
Synopsis: God is fully sovereign and in control of the universe. How can we surrender to God and exercise self-control over our own hearts and actions?

Pentecost 15 – August 29, 2027 at 10 a.m.: “In the End"
Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3:4 (time to weep); Psalm 34:18 (the Lord is close); Revelations 21: 4 (wipe away tears)
Synopsis: In grief, people often realize how little control they have over life, death, and circumstances. God remains in control when life is chaotic, offering peace instead of the heavy burden of trying to manage the unmanageable.
Resources: 
· What the Bible Says about Dealing with Grief & Loss, Rock Your Family, 12-16-25
· Broken Hearts and Faithful God: A Christian Perspective on Grief, Restoration   Church
-----------------------------------------------------
“Lessons in Leadership”
Discipleship Ministries series
September 5-26
(4 weeks) 
Brainstorming: Week of August 9

Synopsis: As we transition from summer to fall, we are called back together to work out how we will live in community as a witness to our faith. Consider “Lessons in Leadership” as a way of shaping the body we seek to be. This is not a how-to with specifics for each communal situation, but an attitude check, a value inventory to ask who we will be together as we build up the church. 
2027 theme connection: Jesus calls us to lead courageously and faithfully.

Key verses: 

Resources: 
· Discipleship Ministries - sermon series “Lessons in Leadership”
· Innovation Is Resurrection Work by Isaiah Park, Discipleship Ministries

Pentecost 16 – September 5, 2027 at 10 a.m.: “Power”
Labor Day Weekend
Scripture: Exodus 1:8: 2-10 (Moses in the bulrushes)
Synopsis: Midwives. A post-partum mother. A pre-teen. Pharoah’s daughter. Not quite the people we expect to lead a leadership seminar. But in today’s text, these are precisely the people who use the power available to them to act for life and goodness in the face of oppression. What can these leaders teach us about using our power for God’s purposes in communities where leaders seek to hold up their own power to the detriment of everyone else?
Music: #581 “Lord Whose Love in Humble Service”; #413 “A Charge to Keep Have I”; #578 “God of Love and God of Power” 

Pentecost 17 – September 12, 2027: “Acceptance”
Scripture: Exodus 3: 1-15 (Moses & the burning bush)
Synopsis: How often are we on the receiving end of the call to lead, ready with all the reasons we can’t or shouldn’t or don’t want to? Moses’ story reminds us that we are not alone; God is with us and has given us a faith community to help us on our way.
Music: #2060 “God the Sculptor of the Mountains”; #593 “Here I Am, Lord”

Pentecost 18 – September 19, 2027: “Conflict”
Scripture: Exodus 12: 1-14 (The first Passover); Matthew 18: 15-20 (Reconciliation in the community of faith)
Synopsis: Few of us want to talk about conflict, and most people don’t particularly like it. Conflict touches us where we’re most vulnerable and can feel like a threat to our sense of peace, community, and even our sense of self. How do we navigate conflict faithfully?
Music: #2226 “Bind Us Together”; #408 “The Gift of Love”; #2223 “They’ll Know We are Christians by Our Love”
Comic: For Better or For Worse 9-19-26

Pentecost 19 – September 26, 2027: “Grace”
Scripture: Exodus 14: 19-31 (Israel delivered at the sea); Matthew 18: 21-35 (Parable of forgiveness)
Synopsis: Today we focus on the transformative power of leading with grace and the ongoing work of reconciliation. True grace isn’t about avoiding conflict or being overly permissive but rather acting as a conduit for God’s abundant forgiveness while maintaining healthy boundaries.
Music: #2120 “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness”; #389 “Freely, Freely”; #560 “Help Us Accept Each Other”; #2171 “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”
-----------------------------------------------------
“Honoring Our Vows”
October 4 – 25, 2026
(5 weeks) 
Brainstorming: Week of September 6

Synopsis: When we become professing members of a United Methodist congregation, we profess our faith in God, our desire to live as disciples of Jesus Christ, and our commitment to join with our church community to keep the vows of our Baptismal Covenant. One of those vows is to faithfully participate in the life and ministries of our local congregation through our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. How can we go beyond the words we profess to actually living into these vows?

2027 theme connection: 

Key verses:  

Resources: 
· p. 38 of the United Methodist Hymnal
· Our United Methodist Vows
· Just Show Up: How Small Acts of Faithfulness Change Everything (A Guide for Exhausted Christians by Drew Dyck is not the typical self-help book. Instead of blasting through projects and conquering the world, most of us feel like we’re crawling uphill. Note: We used this resource during our series on overcoming apathy.
But Christians are still called to life a life that glorifies God and blessed other. How do we do that when we’re stretched to capacity? God doesn’t expect you to do everything. And He certainly doesn’t expect you to do it all overnight. Simply showing up is often the most important thing.
	
	
	





Pentecost 20 – October 3, 2027: “A Promise to Pray”
World Communion Sunday
Scripture:  
Synopsis: United Methodist pledge to participate in a local congregation through their prayers, but building a solid prayer life can be a struggle.

Pentecost 21 – October 10, 2027: “The Blessings of Presence”
Scripture: 
Synopsis: So much of discipleship is just showing up. Yes, we pledge to be present in worship, (but) being present with and for God also may mean being present with and for God in other places, with those who are ill or who need advocacy or who simply are lonely and need someone to stand with them.

Pentecost 22 – October 17, 2027: “Share Your Gifts”
Scripture: 
Synopsis: While most people may associate gifts with money, sharing your spiritual gifts is also an important aspect of participating in the local church. And while stewardship is about more than money, financial gifts are an important piece of the puzzle. Church leaders need to talk to members about being faithful stewards and the practice of giving.
Activity: Spiritual gifts inventory

Pentecost 23 – October 24, 2026: “Serving God and Others”
Scripture: 
Synopsis: Ministering to the needs of others is a hallmark of United Methodism. Service work provides the opportunity for fellowship and faithfulness.

Pentecost 24 – October 31, 2026: “What It Means to Witness”
All Saints Day
Scripture: 
Synopsis: We are no less called to share the Good News than the first Methodists in the 1700s. To witness for Christ means to share personal experience and firsthand knowledge of Jesus Christ – both through how you live your life and what you say – testifying to His love, forgiveness, and resurrection. 
Resource: “Rethinking What We Mean When We Talk about Evangelism” by Lydia Sohn, umc.org
-----------------------------------------------------
“Always Give Thanks” or
“Thank You: Lessons in Gratitude in the Psalms”
November 7-21, 2027
(3 weeks) 
Brainstorming: Week of September 6

Synopsis (Always Give Thanks): Gratitude is more than just another emotion, attitude, or something to be saved for certain times of year, like Thanksgiving. Rather, gratitude is a foundation, a starting point in the journey of being made a disciple. Giving thanks fortifies us for the life of a follower of Jesus Christ, for the glories and the struggles. We aren’t promised an easy road in this life of faith, but we are promised presence. We are not alone, and for that we always give thanks.
Synopsis (Gratitude in the Psalms): As we recognize and experience God’s steadfast love and goodness through time, we respond with thankfulness. In good times and challenging ones, an attitude of gratitude helps counter our despair, discouragement, entitlement, and loneliness.  Give praise to the Lord for who he is!

2027 theme connection: Gratitude and love go hand in hand.

Key verses:  

Resources: 
· Thank You: Lessons in Gratitude in the Psalms from Ministry Pass
· Discipleship Ministries
· Stewardship SPARK: Short Takes to Get You Thinking

Visuals: 
Hands-on items/activities:
· thank you notes
· Kingdom assignment
	
	
	



Music: 

Pentecost 25 – November 7, 2027: “Chosen” or “Faithfulness”
All Saints Day
Scripture 
· Always: 1 Thessalonians 1: 1-10 (Thanksgiving for the church at Thessalonica)
· Psalms: Psalm 100: 1-5
Synopsis: 
· Always: You know the warm feeling you have inside when a friend of a friend meets you, and says, “I have heard so many good things about you!”? I imagine that’s how the Thessalonians felt when they received Paul’s letter. We are thankful, because we have been richly blessed by our Creator and our community, a community that chooses to follow God because we have been chosen and sustained by God. 
· Psalms: God’s faithfulness through all generations gives us hope and inspires gratitude. Gratitude is a practice that we cultivate every time we worship, serve, and learn about God. When we rest in God’s goodness and plan, we are grateful for today and hopeful for tomorrow.
Music: #585 “This Little Light of Mine”

Pentecost 26 – November 16, 2027: “Tested” or “Enduring Love”
Scripture: 
· Always: 1 Thessalonians 2: 1-8 (The apostle’s concern)
· Psalms: Psalm 136: 1-6
Synopsis: 
· Always: Moving from “chosen” to “tested” is hard. God isn’t grading us. God invites us, by grace, to join in the process of being molded and formed to be more like Christ, so that we may be a community of thanksgiving and generosity molded after our generous Creator.
· Psalms: God is faithful to us in good and bad circumstances. His love endures forever, and we can be grateful in all seasons because of who he is.
Music: #572 “It Only Takes a Spark”; #557 “Blest Be the Tie that Binds”

Christ the King – November 23, 2025: “Witness” or “Honesty”
Scripture: 
· Always: 1 Thessalonians 2: 9-13 (The apostle’s teaching)
· Psalms: Psalm 13: 1-6
Synopsis: 
· Always: Witness has a long history in the context of worship, but here we are looking at a more holistic witness – the witness of our words and our life to the work of God among us.
· Psalms: God can feel distant at times, but his love has shown us he never leaves us. Gratitude helps us stay connected even when we don’t feel him near.
Music: #2164 “Sanctuary”; #601 “Thy Word Is a Lamp unto My Feet”; “Honest” by Leana Crawford
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May Christ come to us now and always,
and may we have a song in our hearts
to welcome him.
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