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REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR MARY IVANOV 
July 1, 2026 begins my 13th year serving at LHUMC, and my 26th year 

serving in pastoral ministry.  I’m thankful to serve God and others as a 
part of our church family and faith community.  It’s truly a blessing to 

serve as your pastor.  I’m grateful to begin a new season in ministry with a 

commissioned Deacon, Pastor Ruth McPhail Ubaldo, who officially begins her 

service as our Community Ministry Liaison beginning on July 1, focusing on 

community outreach (including our C3 Team work of connecting to other local 

churches), missions, and worship.  Please pray for Pastor Ruth and her family in this new beginning.   
 

2026 Michigan Annual Conference - Love Boldly   

Thanks to our team (Pastor Mary Ivanov, Annette Erbes, Pastor Mark Erbes, 

Pastor Ruth McPhail Ubaldo, and Jason Colella) for serving on our behalf.  

Watch a summary video at https://vimeo.com/1197840666 or find recordings 

of teachings sessions and worship services at https://2026.michiganumc.org/ 
 

One noteworthy piece of legislation is the passing of a resolution establishing 

four districts across the state.  As of July 1, Lake Harbor UMC becomes part of 

the Central Shores District, with our new district superintendent Rev. John Kasper.  Rev. Kasper writes, 

“Being together in the new district that spans the center of the mitten and reaches from the shore of Lake 

Huron to the shore of Lake Michigan will necessarily be new and different. Together, let’s be willing to 
accept the scary and hard, live into the exciting and challenging, and even endure the bother all for the 

blessing of experiencing the new things that God would do among us, in us, and through us.” 
 

Muskegon Methodist Ministries invites you to our next quarterly meeting on Thurs., July 30 at 6:00-

8:00 p.m. in our Fellowship Hall.  Dinner is provided, and we’ll have a presentation on stewardship from the 

United Methodist Foundation.  Join us! 
 

C3 Team update: We had a great conversation with Mayor Gary Nelund and learned 

more about how we can best serve the needs of our community – neighboring well.  

Thanks to all who joined us!  If you have more ideas on community outreach, with the 

mayor, please contact Pastor Ruth.  You can send E-mails to Office@LakeHarborUMC.org. 

https://vimeo.com/1197840666
https://2026.michiganumc.org/
mailto:Office@LakeHarborUMC.org


2 

 

 

 

 

 
 

July 5 at 10:00 a.m.: “New Life at the Lake”                                                        Scripture: John 21: 1-19 

Synopsis: Stories about food get our attention. Resurrection stories often involve food. After a long day of 

fishing, Peter and the other disciples see the risen Lord calling them from the shore. He calls them to 

“Come, have breakfast.” Jesus goes out of his way to assure his friends that it was really he who was 

present, fully alive and in the flesh. And he restores his relationship with Peter by forgiving him and calling 

him to serve and follow him (again).  

“We Need a Hero” 

The Bible is quite willing to extol heroes. Some of those people did highly lamentable and sinful things, but 

we honor them, as we honor all heroes not because they did things that deserve condemnation, but 

despite the fact that they did them. How can their courage, fortitude, sacrifice, and above all, faithfulness, 

inspire us? 
 

July 12 at 10:00 a.m.: “The Most Powerful Force – Love”                       Scripture: Matthew 22: 24-40 
Film: “Fantastic Four: First Steps” Forced to balance their roles as heroes with the 

strength of their family bond, the Fantastic Four (Mister Fantastic, Invisible Woman, 

Human Torch and the Thing) must defend Earth from a ravenous space god called 

Galactus and his enigmatic herald, the Silver Surfer. 
 

Free showing in the sanctuary: Wed., July 8 at 7:00 p.m. It can be streamed on several 

different services. 
 

Synopsis: Love of God and neighbor requires us to move beyond our closest 

relationships and see God’s call to extend love to all of humanity. “This call to love isn’t 
always easy because it requires us to move beyond our comfort zones and see God’s 
image in every person we encounter. It challenges us to offer the same depth of care 

and consideration to strangers that we would to our closest relatives.” (Sophie Woods) 
 

July 19, at 10:00 a.m.: “Even When It’s a Long Shot – Serve”   Scripture: John 15: 9-17; I John 4: 7-12 
Film: “Project Hail Mary” Science teacher Ryland Grace wakes up on a spaceship light-

years from home with no recollection of who he is or how he got there. As his memory 

returns, he begins to uncover his mission: solve the riddle of the mysterious substance 

causing the sun to die out. He must call on his scientific knowledge and unorthodox 

ideas to save everything on Earth from extinction… but an unexpected friendship means 
he may not have to do it alone.  
 

Free showing in the sanctuary: Wed., July 15 at 7:00 p.m. It can be streamed on several 

different services. 
 

Synopsis: Serving others is foundational to our faith, as Jesus is clear that he is among us 

as one who serves (Luke 22: 27). Service involves selflessness and sacrifice for the sake of others. When we 

serve, we find connection and community – and we show God’s care for the world and bring hope to the 

world. 
 

July Worship News by Karen Booth  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=18QQWa5MEcs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m08TxIsFTRI&t=3s
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July 26 at 10:00 a.m.: “Lead with Courage – No Shame!” Scripture: Ephesians 6: 10-18; Romans 8: 31-39 

Film: “KPop Demon Hunters” When K-pop super group Huntrix (Rumi, Mira, and Zoey) 

aren’t selling out stadiums, they’re using their secret identities as demon hunters to 
protect their fans from ever present supernatural danger. Together, they must face the 

biggest threat – an irresistible rival boy band of demons (Saja Boys) in disguise. 
 

Free showing in the sanctuary: Wed., July 22 at 7:00 p.m. It can be streamed on Netflix. 
 

Synopsis: We can stand against the power of evil (even when it manifests as shame) 

when we trust in God’s grace and love. The words in Romans 12:21 are a powerful 

reminder of how we’re called to lead courageously: Don’t let evil overcome you. 
Overcome evil by doing good. God’s power in our lives is evident in how we seek the 
common good and work for God’s Kingdom here and now. 

 
 

Volunteers needed: We could use more help on the computer and camera for the 

Early Service. Training is available. Please contact Pastor Mary or Karen Booth if you 

would like to find out more. You can also fill out this short form 

(https://forms.gle/3KkW4CG1Vn8niuEg7). Once you complete it, Ruth McPhail Ubaldo 

or Karen Booth will reach out to you to follow up.  
 

 Fellowship Time is offered after worship, so we’re looking for people to serve ice cream this 

summer!  The treats are provided; we need servers.  Please sign up at the Welcome Center.  
 

Please “Check In” on Facebook whether you worship in-person or on the livestream.  

This invites others to get connected if they’re looking for a place to worship.  Our 

YouTube channel (Lake Harbor UMC) has worship service recordings.  Subscribe and share them! 
 

Worship Connections Team meetings are open to everyone.  Karen Booth leads the Worship 

Connections Team which meets most Mondays at 1:00 p.m. at church.  Ruth McPhail Ubaldo coordinates 

the Celebration Team.  Thanks to everyone who prepares our sanctuary for worship!  

Looking Ahead: 2026 Worship Planning Retreat 

Our annual worship planning retreat is coming up on September 11-12. You can offer your sermon 

series ideas, questions, struggles, challenges, curiosities, desires, and interesting books, films (and even 

comics) by one of these other methods:  

 

 Jot them down them down and leave the paper in the offering plate or Early Worship mailbox. 

 Send them via Email to Karen Booth. 

 Submit in in a Google form (Karen’s preferred method).  
 Grab an ice cream treat after worship and talk directly to a team member or write a note on the 

big white board. 

 Join them for a Monday meeting; call or text Karen Booth to confirm. 
 

You will also have a chance to sign up for the retreat. It is open to anyone who is willing to read the 

background information, attend both days of the retreat, and pay the registration fee which covers 

supplies, four meals, snacks, and meeting space. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3JTVQTk36R8
https://forms.gle/3KkW4CG1Vn8niuEg7
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSewQm3ZBnDl8gx19El1_88IzvgBrYMnpeP67btXhlPU36vj9g/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=108011693695230039915
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Radical Hospitality: An invitation is still the most powerful form of evangelism and a sign of 

hospitality.  Did you know that many people say that they would come to church if someone invited them?   

We can invite family, friends, and neighbors to join us for worship or to participate in special events 

including Movie Nights on Wednesdays: July 8, 15 and 22 or Bikes and Bubbles on Wed., July 22! 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY NOTES…“God gave us music that we might pray without words.” 

PRAISE TEAM rehearses on Saturdays at 10:00 a.m.  Contact Michael Boersma at 231-670-6467 if you’re 
interested in joining them. 
 

A new session begins on Mon., Aug. 17.  More information is at www.griefshare.org.  

Please share this with anyone who might find it helpful.  For additional resources on 

grief, visit www.sytsemcompass.com.  They have compiled a listing of local grief support resources. 
 

We’re grateful to offer the Pine Rest Church Assistance Program (CAP).  CAP offers  

mental health and wellness resources, including confidential counseling services, to  

congregation members free of charge as a part of our church’s agreement.  There are  
printed materials available, or you can go online Pine Rest CAP.  To access the Personal  

Advantage Portal, the username is LHUMC.  

“Lord, Hear our Prayers…” 
Our Prayer Chain is one way to be more intentional about praying for others. Contact the office 

at Office@LakeHarborUMC.org if you want to be included on the E-mail Prayer Chain.  

 Weekly Prayer Requests are posted on the tower by the sign-in tables.   
 

 

PRAYING WITH OUR LAKE HARBOR FAMILY… 
 

Please pray for Pastor Kim Bos as she has been appointed to serve at Mt. Pleasant: First UMC beginning on 

July 1 after seven years as Director of the Wesley House at Ferris State University.      

 

INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT 
July/August Upper Room devotionals (both small and large print) are available at church.  Devotional 

readings are also posted on our Facebook page every day.  This is great way to nurture your spiritual 

health! You can access an audio recording of the Upper Room daily devotional at 1-877-600-7218.   
 

Tuesday morning Bible study meets at 10:00-11:30 a.m. in the Lounge – and on Zoom.  New members 

are always welcome!  We’re studying the Book of Acts. 
 

Social Justice Issue:  We choose a prayer focus each month to raise awareness of how our 

faith connects to important social issues.  We begin with prayer, and we’re called to action.  
In July, our focus is Food Insecurity.  Find our United Methodist Social Principles at this link: 

https://www.umcjustice.org/documents/124 

 

 

http://www.griefshare.org/
http://www.sytsemcompass.com/
https://www.pinerest.org/employee-assistance-programs/access-eap-services/
https://www.umcjustice.org/documents/124
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Muskegon’s Pride Parade included a group of 14 local faith 

communities, including four local UMCs, offering a witness of full inclusion 

to the community.  Thanks to those who represented LHUMC as we seek to 

“welcome all” in the name of Jesus Christ.   
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS… 

 

We had a great week at VBC!  We heard about people who relied on God’s 
strength in hard times: Joseph (Genesis 37-50), Esther, the woman who gave an amazing 

offering (Mark 12), and Jesus as he prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane.  We also learned 

our mountain motto from Philippians 4:13: I can do all things through him who strengthens 

me.  See pictures on page 10! 

Thanks to everyone who helped us to have a wonderful week of learning and fun by prepping supplies and 

snacks, leading at a station, navigating our “challengers” from station to station, or serving in any way to 
make this week happen!  And thanks for the donations for Kids Belong, our Community Partner.  If you 

weren’t able to bring a donation during VBC week, but would still like to contribute here’s what you can 
bring: socks, underwear, pajamas, and Pull-ups. 

 

Bikes ‘n Bubbles is Wed., July 22 from 6:00-7:30 p.m.  Bring your bikes 

to decorate and participate in an obstacle course, and try out a number 

of other activities outside in our parking lot.  We’re collecting kids’ 
books (new or gently used) for the Community Book Bus that will visit us along with our 

friends from Norton Shores Police Department.  Invite a friend to join us too! 
 

Save the Date! Critter Barn is coming to our parking lot on Mon., August 10! 
 

Thank you so much for supporting the kids on 

their church camp adventure! Josiah really loved 

doing Bible study every day. Learning about Saul 

was his favorite study. Shiloh really loved being 

outside and jumping on the jumping pillow. Mags 

love learning about God while having so much 

fun. Charlie said there were great friendships and 

appreciated their support. She also really loved 

the worship songs.  The Boersma family   
 

There is still time to make your summer plans – including Christian camping!  Follow the link to find great 

options for everyone, including family camping: www.graceoutside.org.  LHUMC offers scholarships for 

those who are attending Christian camps, and we want to support you!  If you have any questions, 

contact the office.  LHUMC Camp Scholarship application:  https://forms.gle/THY7GkGVUcSCo2AM9 
 

 

http://www.graceoutside.org/
https://forms.gle/THY7GkGVUcSCo2AM9
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Lake Harbor Youth Groups  

Thanks to everyone who is helping get us ready for our mission trip: Prayer Partners, Stock Sale certificate 

holders, and many supportive people. We welcome your prayers while we work at Henderson Settlement 

helping the people of the Laurel Fork Valley in Kentucky on July 11-19. Please pray for students and leaders 

for safety and growth and for the residents of the hollers we will encounter! We’ll share about our 

adventures after we return on Sunday, August 2 during worship. Hope to see you there! 
 

We’ve had fun helping during the week at Vacation Bible Camp.  With July 4th and mission trip coming up, 

we’ll all be busy, but our youth leaders are available for one-on-ones, group hangs, and celebrations.  Just 

contact us, and we will get something scheduled.  The adventures will be back in August: beachside, ice 

cream, bonfires, and fellowship!  

Have a great summer, and we will see you at the beach! 

PEACE AND LOVE JIMMY! 
 

Contact Info:   Cell # (231) 750-9707, peaceandlovejimmy@gmail.com, Facebook = Jimmy Epplett        
 

Young Adults (18-25 years old): Please help us stay connected to you by filling out a Young Adult 

Contact Information Form located at: https://forms.gle/T3wZLJQptUQ8SoAg8 
 

Missions Corner: Thank you for helping us serve others in Jesus’ name.  
Our next meeting is Mon., July 20 at 6:00 p.m.  If you have questions or ideas, 

please contact the office or Pastor Ruth McPhail Ubaldo 
 

Supper House: We serve on Tues., July 7 at 3:00-5:00 p.m. with a team of 6 people.  If 

you plan on serving, call Sheryl Thompson so we can plan accordingly.   
 

Thank you for giving generously in order to transform our community and the world!   

 Our support for Peace with Justice offering was $170. 

 June Noisy Offering for Henderson Settlement is $452.06 (as of June 22). 
 

Our July Noisy Offering will support UMCOR Domestic Disaster Relief to provide 

assistance with hurricane, tornado and fire relief in the U.S.   

Remember: 100% of your gift GOES DIRECTLY TO DISASTER RELIEF! 
 

 

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 

for by doing that some have entertained angels 

without knowing it. - Hebrews 13:2 (NRSVUE)     

Our next week to serve Family Promise is July 26- 

Aug. 1.  Please watch for the online sign up or contact 

Jill McMahon or Ruth Pyman. 

 
 

 

mailto:peaceandlovejimmy@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/T3wZLJQptUQ8SoAg8
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July MAP Food Pantry items: Canned Pasta and Body Wash 

 

MAP Clothes Closet: We serve on Tues., July 14 and Thurs., July 16 at 12:15 p.m.  If you’re 
willing to help, call the office at 231-798-2181. There is always need for men’s clothes, housewares, and 

plastic shopping bags.  If you bring in items and the MAP Box is full, please find a cart and bring your items 

to the room across from the Lounge.  There’s also a need for socks and underwear, so keep them coming!  

We delivered 167 pairs of socks and 153 pairs of underwear in June. 
 

Kids’ Food Basket still serves students who are enrolled in summer schools.  Fill the wish list:  

Fruit cups or pouches, Pudding cups, and Meat sticks (like Slim Jims).  Items can be put in the KFB 

tote in the sanctuary.  They also need sandwich and snack size Ziplock bags and decorated bags.  

Visit their website to help: https://kfb.volunteerhub.com. Volunteers are needed! 
 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach (M.N.O.) News: We welcome new members to this fun-

loving group!  Contact Sheryl Thompson or Renée Hoadley.   
 

 Lunch Bunch meets on Tues., July 14 at 12:00 p.m. at Russ’ back dining room on Henry St.  

Everyone is invited! It’s a great way to see friends and meet new people!  
 

Thanks to everyone who helped make the 80+ Spring Luncheon a success.  Over 20 friends enjoyed a nice 

lunch and wonderful fellowship!  

 

Thank you to all who helped with the Vacation Bible Camp Hot Dog Roast and to Steve Bos, who 

grilled all the hot dogs.  It was nice to see all the kids and families sharing a meal together!   
 

Ross Park Connection: Look for our Apple Tree starting on July 19 to support Ross Park 

Elementary staff and also teachers who are a part of our congregation from other districts.  There 

are apples for every budget!  

Ross Park Readers make a difference in the classroom for both 

staff and students.  We’re looking toward fall plans and have lots 
of opportunities for new readers to serve!  Look for a gathering 

of those interested in learning more in August!   

Pastor Mary is one of our readers.  She served in Mrs. 

Anderson’s 4th grade class this year.  They had a popsicle party 

during the last week of school.  

 

https://kfb.volunteerhub.com./
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Our Care Team meets on Wed., August 5 at 11:00 a.m.  If you’re interested being a part of offering care 

for our congregation, please join us!   
 

If you’re in the hospital or care facility, because of the privacy laws, we may not know that 

you are there.  Please have a family member or friend notify the office at 231-798-2181.  
 

Photo Directories: It’s never too late to submit or update your photo! Email it to 

Office@LakeHarborUMC.org.  Updated Directories will be E-mailed in mid-August. 



Thank you to Membership, Nurture and Outreach (MNO) Team for a lovely luncheon for those 

of us over 80! It is always so enjoyable to gather with friends in such a delightful setting!  

With much appreciation, Jan Justus 
 

Thank you for all your cards, thoughts and prayers that you extended to me and Jerry during the 

passing of my Dad on April 13 and my Mom on June 5.  This has been a tough time for our 

family and will take a while to adjust to life without Mom, Dad, Grandma and Grandpa.  We have 

so many special memories and knew that it could not last forever; however, we are still saddened by our 

loss.   Mary and Jerry Scott 
 

Thank you Pastors Mary and Mark for your visitations during my recent hospitalization and my 

return home. Sheryl and I were very grateful for those who provided meals on my return home 

from the hospital. We also want to thank the many people who sent cards, messages, calls, E-mails 

and prayers. It is truly a blessing to be part of a caring Christian faith community. 

Yours in Christ, John and Sheryl Thompson  
  

FROM THE OFFICE 
Monday – Thursday 9:15 a.m.-3:15 p.m. through September 8.  The office is closed 

Friday and Saturday.  The office phone is 231-798-2181.  If you leave a message on the 

weekend, it will NOT be received until Monday. 
 

Pastor Mary and the church staff will NEVER contact you for financial assistance or gift 

cards.  If you ever receive a suspicious call, text, or E-mail message, please report it to us, 

block the number or sender, and Do Not Respond. 
 

Make sure to CONNECT and SHARE what’s going on:   
Lake Harbor United Methodist Church page (live-stream Sunday worship) 

Lake Harbor UMC – closed group      LHUMC Children’s Ministry – closed group 
 

Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Our vision is that all people may experience the love of Jesus.  

Our call then, is Love: welcoming all, empowered by Christ, sent forth to serve.     
 

 

mailto:Office@LakeHarborUMC.org
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From our FINANCE Team:   
Thank you for your faithful giving (in the offering plate, through the mail, and online) that makes it possible 

for us to support vital ministry and mission in our community and around the world!  We appreciate your 

consistent giving throughout the year, and especially during the summer months when many people are 

traveling and out of town.  Our giving helps us to share the Good News of God’s love through Vacation 
Bible Camp (we had a great week!), mission trips (our team will serve at Henderson Settlement on July 11-

19), Christian camping, parking lot events, and more.  Sometimes we never know the impact of our giving, 

but we trust God to bring the harvest as we plant the seeds.  At the end of May 2026, our total income for 

General Fund was $181,428 with expenses of $180,786.  Thank you for your generosity! 
   

Contributions can be debited automatically from your checking or savings account 

or processed using your credit card or debit card.  Electronic giving is easy and 

stress free, offers convenience for you, and offers consistency in giving, which blesses our church.  You can 

set up your donations on our website or if you’d rather, stop by the church office for assistance.   
 

To set up your electronic donation on our www.lakeharborumc.org:                                  

 Click on “Give” button  

 Click on “Create Profile” button                                               
 Follow onscreen instructions.                                                                             

 

From our Trustees: The window installation on the west side of the building is complete and paid for – 

praise God!  We’re grateful for two memorials to the Preservation Fund that were available to cover the 
majority of the cost of the project.  Gifts to our Preservation Fund and Memorials Fund are always 

appreciated – whether planned or given anytime!   

Come to our Muskegon Methodist Ministries (MMM) gathering on Thurs., July 30 in our Fellowship Hall to 

learn more about the United Methodist Foundation and their work to help us invest wisely and serve the 

church with our giving.  We’ll share a meal at 6:00 p.m. followed by a presentation.  
 

  Take a look at the Memorial Garden!  The waterfall is up and running, and everything is 

looking great!  Our team is always looking for help!  Thanks to Brian and Elyse Ihlenfeldt for their 

leadership in this important ministry.  An important note: PLEASE refrain from planting anything 

in the Memorial Garden. There is a plan in place for our garden, which is overseen by our team.   
 

COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITIES 
La Leche League, the breastfeeding group for parents will meet at a local park on Thurs., June 18 

at 11:00 a.m.  For location, contact Mary Swisher.   

      

Mudgi’s Magnificent Caramel Corn will be available on Sun., July 12 for $2.00/bag with 

proceeds to support Kids Belong. Call Mudgi to place orders.   
 

Maranatha Summer Concerts are free and a great local opportunity to hear wonderful musicians!  Learn 

more at https://maranathamichigan.org/summer-concert-series/ 
 

Unity Music Festival 2026 is August 5-8 at Heritage Landing.  

Use this QR code 

to connect to 
online giving. 

http://www.lakeharborumc.org/
http://www.lakeharborumc.org/
https://maranathamichigan.org/summer-concert-series/
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Sunday Servants 

THANK YOU for making our worship services meaningful, memorable, and accessible.   

 

 

Scenes from Vacation Bible Camp -  

SNOWBALL MOUNTAIN 

CHALLENGE!  

 

  I can do all things through him who strengthens me.   
                                                                                            Philippians 4:13 RSV 

Serving July 5 at 10:00 a.m.                        

Worship Leader:  TBD 

Ushers: Fred & Pat Yonkers, Rod Moon, Kathy Mertz 

Computer:  Karen Booth         Camera: Jean Kelly 
Sound: David Booth      FB Host: Jill McMahon 

                       Ice Cream Hosts: Jill McMahon 

Counters: Steve Hill, Joe Gerhardt 

Serving July 12 at 10:00 a.m.: 
Worship Leader: TBD 

Ushers: Bob Keim, Jason Cantu, Taryn Cantu 

Computer: Larry Kasmauski    Sound: Gary Cooper     

 Camera: Lisa Kasmauski         FB Host: Jen Cooper 

Ice Cream Hosts: TBD 

Counters: Ed Baranowski, Karen Hill 

Serving July 19 at 10:00 a.m.:           
Worship Leader: TBD 

Ushers: Dave Stamy, Ruth Pyman, Adam Pyman 

Computer: Julie Fuller    Camera: Derek Mertz 

Sound: Rob Mertz      FB Host: Rob Wheeler 

Counters: Allen Winslow, Kathy Luckett 

Serving July 26 at 10:00 a.m.: 

Worship Leader: TBD 

Ushers: Jim Post, Karen Post, Peggy Tully,    

              Marilyn Forton 

Computer: Kevin Nelund     Camera: TBD 

Sound: Ruth Pyman    FB Host:  Jenn Tripp 

Counters: Bev Layman, Fred Woodworth 

         Ice Cream Hosts: TBD 
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