[image: ]Worship Brainstorming Summary
“Embracing the Uncertain”
Based on a book by Magrey deVega
February 18 (Ash Wednesday) – April 5, 2026 (Easter) 
(7 weeks including Holy Thursday & Good Friday)
Mon., Jan. 26 at the Booth’s home

Members present: Fred Woodworth, David Booth, Betty Kinney, Jean Kelly, Kathy Luckett, Ken Luckett, Pastor Mark Erbes, Vicki Zuker, Karen Booth, Karen Post, Jim Post, Pastor Mary Ivanov, Ivan Ivanov, Annette Erbes, Ron Zuker
---------------------------------------------------------
“The worship we hope to develop will be rooted in Scripture, centered on Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit. It will be relevant to local and emerging culture, while addressing the needs of believers and unbelievers alike. Above all, it will intentionally engage people physically, emotionally, intellectually, and soulfully.”

Felt needs: What physical, emotional, intellectual, or spiritual need are we addressing in this service so that worship is engaging and a means of making disciples? What question needs to be posed/answered so that we are making disciples? 
--------------------------------------------------------
2026 Theme: Love boldly and sincerely. Serve joyfully and humbly. Lead courageously and faithfully.

Major spoken/unspoken needs: Life is hard.
· Importance of community. Learning to live in community by being in community.
· Navigating an angry, divided world.
· Generational differences.
· Pervasive lack of trust, respect, and civility.
· Concerns about Artificial Intelligence.
· Aging. Caregiving. Death.
· Violence. Insecurity – housing, food.
· Misunderstanding scripture
--------------------------------------------------------
Synopsis: Just turning on the news lets us know we are living in uncertain times. Our individual lives are often just as unsteady. Uncertainty can definitely be uncomfortable. Many of us prefer stability and a predictable future to an unknown fate. We are wired to want to control our destiny. The reality is that in our fast-changing, unpredictable world there are few guarantees in life. It’s those who are willing to embrace uncertainty and make the risky decision to follow Jesus despite the many “unknowns” who will reap the greatest rewards. Embracing the Uncertain invites us to engage and wrestle with life’s uncertainties, not ignore them, using Gospel stories pointing “down” at a world filled with uncertainty, but pointing us forward to a cross that can show us how to follow Jesus with courage, hope, and obedience.

[image: ]2026 theme connection: Instability, uncertainty, and anxiety are part of the human experience and faith journey. How can our faith in God hold us steady in times like these?

Resources:
· Embracing the Uncertain by Magrey DeVega
· Amplify Media resources. Note from Karen: You will have to create an account to watch the videos on Amplify Media. Pastor Mary purchased the DVD with weekly videos.
Visuals: Google album with inspirational images
· Dandelions: AI overview of what dandelions symbolize
Dandelion symbolism centers on resilience, hope, and transformation, representing strength to thrive in hardship, wishes carried on the wind, and the cycle of life from sun (flower) to moon (seed head) to stars (dispersed seeds). Its name, from French for "lion's tooth" (dent-de-lion), adds layers of meaning like courage, tenacity, and inner fierceness, symbolizing enduring love and emotional healing through its ability to adapt and persist. In Victorian flower language, it represented love and faithfulness. Historically, as a bitter herb, it symbolized the crucifixion of Christ in medieval times, says onpluto.org. While adults view it as a week, children think of it as a beautiful flower. Crafting sites: Giant paper dandelion flower and seed backdrop DIY. Dandelion making. Giant crepe paper flowers.
· Path (tan/brown fabric or burlap)
· Doorway (closed - we can’t see what is behind it). Open it on Easter.
· Veiled draping over things at the end of the path
· *Stuff that symbolizes Lent/spiritual disciplines: praying hands, bible, candle (light of God), table (Communion), palms, cross
Music:
Media: We only watched the promo video as a group.
· Promo video
· “Reason to Sing.” Length: 2:50. Cost: Free. License: Yes. Sunday mornings can become mundane without us even realizing it. This mini-movie is a heart-felt confession.
· “I Know a Name.” Length: 2:13. Cost: Free. I Know A Name proclaims the unmatched power of Jesus—the name that heals, restores, and reigns above all others.
Activities: Reader’s Theater and a bit of staging for the Gospel readings using the Eyewitness Bible series as inspiration. Note from Karen: There are no direct links to these videos. Click through the menu to find the right series and episodes as described at the end of the scripture readings.
Children’s Time: Look to see what is *new in the sanctuary each week.

Social justice issue for February 2026: Heart Health Education - resources from American Heart Assoc.
Social justice issue for March 2026: Combating Social Isolation & Loneliness
Social Justice Issue for April 2026: Creation Care - Reducing our Carbon Footprint

Noisy offering for February 2026: Dancing with the Local Stars - Team #10 (local food pantries)
Noisy offering for March 2026: UMCOR Sunday
Noisy offering for April 2026: TBD
Easter offering: TBD

Leading questions:
· What’s a time/season where you’ve felt the most uncertain?
· Is there a time/season of struggle or suffering when you’ve learned more about God and grown in your faith in Christ?
Our responses:
· Deaths, divorce, loss of job, caregiving (it is exhausting)
· Retirement: Will I outlive my money?
· Dealing with a brother’s estate and not having any idea what to do
· Being the parent of young children. Having to learn what to do on the fly.
· David Books (from the January series at Calvin) came to faith in 2013 in a time of uncertainty as he grappled with the philosophies of individualism (it is all about me) vs. humanism (it is all about us).
 
------------------------------------------------------
February 18, 2026: Ash Wednesday
Rev. Joel Fitzgerald (UM Foundation staff) is preaching at Central UMC.
------------------------------------------------------
February 22, 2026: “Help Me to Believe!”
A Desperate Father and the Uncertainty of Faith
1st Sunday in Lent

Scripture: Mark 9: 14-29 (VOICE)
Narrator: 14 When they reached the rest of the disciples, Jesus saw that a large crowd had gathered and that among them the scribes were asking questions. 15 Right when the crowd saw Jesus, they were overcome with awe and surged forward immediately, nearly running over the disciples.
Jesus (to the scribes): 16 What are you debating with My disciples? What would you like to know?
Father (in the crowd): 17 Teacher, I have brought my son to You. He is filled with an unclean spirit. He cannot speak, 18 and when the spirit takes control of him, he is thrown to the ground to wail and moan, to foam at the mouth, to grind his teeth, and to stiffen up. I brought him to Your followers, but they could do nothing with him. Can You help us?
Jesus: 19 O faithless generation, how long must I be among you? How long do I have to put up with you? Bring the boy to Me.
Narrator:  20 They brought the boy toward Jesus; but as soon as He drew near, the spirit took control of the boy and threw him on the ground, where he rolled, foaming at the mouth.
Jesus (to the father): 21 How long has he been like this?
Father: Since he was a baby. 22 This spirit has thrown him often into the fire and sometimes into the water, trying to destroy him. I have run out of options; I have tried everything. But if there’s anything You can do, please, have pity on us and help us.
Jesus: 23 What do you mean, “If there’s anything?” All things are possible, if you only believe.
Father (crying in desperation): 24 I believe, Lord. Help me to believe!
Narrator: 25 Jesus noticed that a crowd had gathered around them now. He issued a command to the unclean spirit.
Jesus: Listen up, you no-talking, no-hearing demon. I Myself am ordering you to come out of him now. Come out, and don’t ever come back!
Narrator: 26 The spirit shrieked and caused the boy to thrash about; then it came out of the boy and left him lying as still as death. Many of those in the crowd whispered that he was dead. 27 But Jesus took the boy by the hand and lifted him to his feet.
28 Later He and His disciples gathered privately in a house.
Disciples (to Jesus): Why couldn’t we cast out that unclean spirit?
Jesus: 29 That sort of powerful spirit can only be conquered with much prayer [and fasting]. 

Synopsis: Jesus heals a demon-possessed boy. What does this story say about our big “why?” questions and our understanding of suffering? 
Felt need: To keep the faith in the midst of doubts and uncertainty

Visuals: Mountains and valleys. “Therefore…”
Hands-on item:
Activity: Ashes (if not received on Ash Wednesday)
Media: “Mountains and Valleys.” Length: 1:10. Cost: $19.99. License: Yes. This video reflects on the ups and downs of life, symbolized by mountains and valleys. It reminds us that no matter the circumstances, God is constant, walking with us through every challenge and lifting us up in times of need. Comments: The hoe-down style music is distracting.
Resources: 
· From Magrey deVega on responding to suffering: Acknowledge struggle, but don’t give suffering power - view suffering not as an enemy or friend, but as a teacher. Comment: It usually takes a long time to get to this point.
· From Frederick Buecher (originally published in Wishful Thinking): 
Whether your faith is that there is a God or that there is not a God, if you don't have any doubts, you are either kidding yourself or asleep. Doubts are the ants in the pants of faith. They keep it awake and moving.
There are two principal kinds of doubt, one of the head and the other of the stomach.
In my head there is almost nothing I can't doubt when the fit is upon me - the divinity of Christ, the efficacy of the sacraments, the significance of the church, the existence of God. But even when I am at my most skeptical, I go on with my life as though nothing untoward has happened.
I have never experienced stomach doubt, but I think Jesus did. When he cried out, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me!" I don't think he was raising a theological issue any more than he was quoting Psalm 22. I think he had looked into the abyss itself and found there a darkness that spiritually, viscerally, totally engulfed him. I think God allows that kind of darkness to happen only to God's saints. The rest of us aren't up to doubting that way — or maybe believing that way either.
When our faith is strongest, we believe with our hearts as well as with our heads, but only at a few rare moments, I think, do we feel in our stomachs what it must be like to be engulfed by light.
Music: Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus (UMH #349), Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (UMH #400)
Children’s Time: “I Doubt It” card game
Discussion points:
· The disciples were uncertain how to deal with the spirit (v. 18).
· The father had doubts and some faith. He already had tried everything and in his desperation was totally honest with Jesus. Belief and unbelief can coexist.
· Does it matter if the boy’s condition was a medical problem (epilepsy) or a demon? A miraculous healing or exorcism?
· OT miracles focus on nature – mana, parting the Red Sea, plagues, fire. NT miracles focus on people – healing, casting out demons, resurrection (and nature – calming the storm).
· Would Jesus have healed the boy if the father had not said, “Help me believe?” Are there any stories where Jesus didn’t heal someone?
· You have to look for something to hold onto during suffering. Stay away from the “whys?”
· This story is quite detailed, especially for Mark. There is value in dialogue (and maybe a lesson for the disciples). Dave and Karen had been watching “Lesson in Chemistry,” in which Calvin Evan engages in a meaningful, long-term correspondence with a Reverend after one of Calvin’s lectures, bridging the gap between science and faith and embracing unknowns.
------------------------------------------------------
March 1, 2026: “How Many Times?”
Peter and the Uncertainty of Forgiveness
2nd Sunday in Lent
NOTE: Pastor Mary may find a preacher for this Sunday.

Scripture: Matthew 18: 21-35 (VOICE)
Peter: 21 Lord, when someone has sinned against me, how many times ought I forgive him? Once? Twice? As many as seven times?
Jesus: 22 You must forgive not seven times, but seventy times seven. 23 If you want to understand the kingdom of heaven, think about a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 Just as the king began to get his accounts in order, his assistants called his attention to a slave who owed a huge sum to him—what a laborer might make in 500 lifetimes. 25 The slave, maybe an embezzler, had no way to make restitution, so the king ordered that he, his wife, their children, and everything the family owned be sold on the auction block; the proceeds from the slave sale would go toward paying back the king. 26 Upon hearing this judgment, the slave fell down, prostrated himself before the king, and begged for mercy: “Have mercy on me, and I will somehow pay you everything.” 27 The king was moved by the pathos of the situation, so indeed he took pity on the servant, told him to stand up, and then forgave the debt.
28 But the slave went and found a friend, another slave, who owed him about a hundred days’ wages. “Pay me back that money,” shouted the slave, throttling his friend and shaking him with threats and violence. 29 The slave’s friend fell down prostrate and begged for mercy: “Have mercy on me, and I will somehow pay you everything.” 30 But the first slave cackled and was hard-hearted and refused to hear his friend’s plea. He found a magistrate and had his friend thrown into prison “where,” he said, “you will sit until you can pay me back.” 31 The other servants saw what was going on. They were upset, so they went to the king and told him everything that had happened.
32 The king summoned the slave, the one who had owed so much money, the one whose debt the king had forgiven. The king was livid. “You slovenly scum,” he said, seething with anger. “You begged me to forgive your debt, and I did. 33 What would be the faithful response to such latitude and generosity? Surely you should have shown the same charity to a friend who was in your debt.”
34 The king turned over the unmerciful slave to his brigade of torturers, and they had their way with him until he should pay his whole debt. 35 And that is what My Father in heaven will do to you, unless you forgive each of your brothers and each of your sisters from the very cockles of your heart.

Synopsis: Jesus’ teachings on forgiveness (and our questions about it) help us understand how God forgives us, how we can forgive others, and the relationship between the two.
Felt need: To understand the dynamics of forgiveness as something to be shared (not held or hoarded) so that we experience it more fully - and offer healing

Visuals: Conduit (to extend forgiveness and let it flow) vs. container (hold onto it)
Hands-on item:
Activity: Holy Communion
Media: We didn’t watch either video as we have previewed them for February 8 also.
· “The Power of Forgiveness.” Length: 0:59. Cost: $19.99. Discover the life-changing gift of forgiveness in this inspiring video.
· “Forgive.” Length: 1:25. Cost: We own it. We have all been wronged, and we have all been hurt. However, Jesus calls us to forgive.
Resources: 
· To forgive literally means “to let go” or “to release.”
[image: ]Music: Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive (UMH #390), Freely, Freely (UMH #389), God, How Can We Forgive (FWS #2169); Michael Boersma is subbing for Mary Scott.
Children’s Time: Magna Doodle or Etch-a-Sketch – wiping the slate clean.
Discussion points:
· Why does Peter ask how many times he needs to forgive someone (v. 21)?
· In Matthew 18: 1-20, Jesus talks about getting along with each other. Navigating personal relationship is hard. Do we talk about what hurts us?
· Forgivers get more out of forgiveness than the forgiven, who may not even feel they have been wronged. It is important for our own spiritual health.
· Why don’t we ask for forgiveness more often? It makes us vulnerable. Out of self-preservation. It feels like we are giving up power.
· Forgiveness doesn’t mean relationships are restored or that bad behavior is excused.
· Harboring bitterness = certainty (we know the outcome). Forgiveness = uncertainty. Ivan wasted three weeks being mad at a friend for not answering his texts, until he found out his friend never got the texts.
------------------------------------------------------
March 8, 2026: “Don’t Worry about Anything”
The Crowd and the Uncertainty of Worry
3rd Sunday in Lent, DST begins, Scouting Sunday (Girl Scouts)

Scripture: Luke 12: 13-34 (VOICE)
Narrator: 13 A person in the crowd got Jesus’ attention.
Person in the Crowd: Teacher, intervene and tell my brother to share the family inheritance with me.
Jesus: 14 Since when am I your judge or arbitrator?
Narrator: 15 Then He used that opportunity to speak to the crowd.
Jesus: You’d better be on your guard against any type of greed, for a person’s life is not about having a lot of possessions.
Narrator: 16 (then, beginning another parable) 
Jesus: A wealthy man owned some land that produced a huge harvest. 17 He often thought to himself, “I have a problem here. I don’t have anywhere to store all my crops. What should I do? 18 I know! I’ll tear down my small barns and build even bigger ones, and then I’ll have plenty of storage space for my grain and all my other goods. 19 Then I’ll be able to say to myself, ‘I have it made! I can relax and take it easy for years! So I’ll just sit back, eat, drink, and have a good time!’”
20 Then God interrupted the man’s conversation with himself. “Excuse Me, Mr. Brilliant, but your time has come. Tonight you will die. Now who will enjoy everything you’ve earned and saved?”
21 This is how it will be for people who accumulate huge assets for themselves but have no assets in relation to God.
Narrator: 22 (then, to His disciples) 
Jesus: This is why I keep telling you not to worry about anything in life—about what you’ll eat, about how you’ll clothe your body. 23 Life is more than food, and the body is more than fancy clothes. 24 Think about those crows flying over there: do they plant and harvest crops? Do they own silos or barns? Look at them fly. It looks like God is taking pretty good care of them, doesn’t it? Remember that you are more precious to God than birds! 25 Which one of you can add a single hour to your life or 18 inches to your height by worrying really hard? 26 If worry can’t change anything, why do you do it so much?
27 Think about those beautiful wild lilies growing over there. They don’t work up a sweat toiling for needs or wants—they don’t worry about clothing. Yet the great King Solomon never had an outfit that was half as glorious as theirs!
28 Look at the grass growing over there. One day it’s thriving in the fields. The next day it’s being used as fuel. If God takes such good care of such transient things, how much more you can depend on God to care for you, weak in faith as you are. 29 Don’t reduce your life to the pursuit of food and drink; don’t let your mind be filled with anxiety. 30 People of the world who don’t know God pursue these things, but you have a Father caring for you, a Father who knows all your needs.
31 Since you don’t need to worry—about security and safety, about food and clothing—then pursue God’s kingdom first and foremost, and these other things will come to you as well.
32 My little flock, don’t be afraid. God is your Father, and your Father’s great joy is to give you His kingdom.
33 That means you can sell your possessions and give generously to the poor. You can have a different kind of savings plan: one that never depreciates, one that never defaults, one that can’t be plundered by crooks or destroyed by natural calamities. 34 Your treasure will be stored in the heavens, and since your treasure is there, your heart will be lodged there as well.

Synopsis: The sayings of Jesus about the lilies of the field and sparrows of the air are a central teaching on trusting God and overcoming anxiety in the face of our worries by focusing on what we experience right now, rather than trying to accumulate more to insulate ourselves from the certainty of physical death.
Felt need: To find security in a future filled with worry - noticing God’s presence, activity, and provision in the present time

Visuals: 
Hands-on item:
Activity:
Media: 
· “Seek First the Kingdom.” Length: 1:19. Cost: $19.99. License: Yes. This upbeat video reassures viewers with the encouraging words of Matthew 6:25-33, reminding us to not worry about our lives, to not be anxious about God's provision for us.
· “Birds of the Air.” Length: 0:57. Cost: $19.99. License: Not sure. Jesus reminds us in Matthew 6:26 that we should look to the birds of the air, for they do not worry about their next meal or where they will sleep. They trust in God's provision and care.
· “Do Not Worry.” Length: 1:55. Cost: We own it. Used several times. Worry...In times like these, it seems so easy to be consumed by it. But what did Jesus say about worrying? Matthew 6:25-33.
Resources: “When Children Beat Adults at Seeing the World”*by Alison Gopnik, Feb. 16, 2017 Wall Street Journal. This article was referenced on page 35 of Magrey’s book.
Music: Seek Ye First (UMH #405), His Eye Is On the Sparrow (FWS #2146)
Children’s Time: 
Discussion points:
· Worry 
· As a symptom of greed. If we need to rent space to hold all our stuff, we have too much stuff (and fewer premises for TV shows about hoarding and cleaning out).
· Prevents us from doing stuff.
· Hurts relationships. People are hard to deal with.
· Traps us in a downward cycle. Do we focus on “what ifs?” and worst-case scenarios?
· Doesn’t make or prevent things from happening.
· What are we really worried about? Live in the moment. God moments help us refocus. Children live in the moment and notice far more* than adults do.
· Planning vs. worry
· Sources of worry:
· Letting kids grow up and becoming independent.
· Overpacking for a trip to avoid forgetting something 
· Not having learned to trust others
· Perspective shift: Focus on the Kingdom of God. 
· There are plenty of countries where people don’t have the basics. 

------------------------------------------------------
March 15, 2026: “He Will Rise Again”
Lazarus and the Uncertainty of Mortality
4th Sunday in Lent, UMCOR Sunday

Scripture: John 11: 1-44 (VOICE)
Narrator: 11 There was a certain man who was very ill. He was known as Lazarus from Bethany, which is the hometown of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary did a beautiful thing for Jesus. She anointed the Lord with a pleasant-smelling oil and wiped His feet with her hair. Her brother Lazarus became deathly ill, 3 so the sisters immediately sent a message to Jesus which said, “Lord, the one You love is very ill.” 4 Jesus heard the message.
Jesus: His sickness will not end in his death but will bring great glory to God. As these events unfold, the Son of God will be exalted.
Narrator: 5 Jesus dearly loved Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. 6 However, after receiving this news, He waited two more days where He was.
Jesus (speaking to the disciples): 7 It is time to return to Judea.
Disciples: 8 Teacher, the last time You were there, some Jews attempted to execute You by crushing You with stones. Why would You go back?
Jesus: 9 There are 12 hours of daylight, correct? If anyone walks in the day, that person does not stumble because he or she sees the light of the world. 10 If anyone walks at night, he will trip and fall because he does not have the light within. 11 (Jesus briefly pauses.) Our friend Lazarus has gone to sleep, so I will go to awaken him.
Disciples: 12 Lord, if he is sleeping, then he will be all right.
Narrator: 13 Jesus used “sleep” as a metaphor for death, but the disciples took Him literally and did not understand. 14 Then Jesus spoke plainly.
Jesus: Lazarus is dead, 15 and I am grateful for your sakes that I was not there when he died. Now you will see and believe. Gather yourselves, and let’s go to him.
Thomas, the Twin (to the disciples): 16 Let’s go so we can die with Him.
Narrator: 17-18 As Jesus was approaching Bethany (which is about two miles east of Jerusalem), He heard that Lazarus had been in the tomb four days. 19 Now many people had come to comfort Mary and Martha as they mourned the loss of their brother. 20 Martha went to meet Jesus when word arrived that He was approaching Bethany, but Mary stayed behind at the house.
Martha: 21 Lord, if You had been with us, my brother would not have died. 22 Even so I still believe that anything You ask of God will be done.
Jesus: 23 Your brother will rise to life.
Martha: 24 I know. He will rise again when everyone is resurrected on the last day.
Jesus: 25 I am the resurrection and the source of all life; those who believe in Me will live even in death. 26 Everyone who lives and believes in Me will never truly die. Do you believe this?
Martha: 27 Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Anointed, the Liberating King, God’s own Son who we have heard is coming into the world.
Narrator: 28 After this Martha ran home to Mary.
Martha (whispering to Mary): Come with me. The Teacher is here, and He has asked for you.
Narrator: 29 Mary did not waste a minute. She got up and went 30 to the same spot where Martha had found Jesus outside the village. 31 The people gathered in her home offering support and comfort assumed she was going back to the tomb to cry and mourn, so they followed her. 32 Mary approached Jesus, saw Him, and fell at His feet.
Mary: Lord, if only You had been here, my brother would still be alive.
Narrator: 33 When Jesus saw Mary’s profound grief and the moaning and weeping of her companions, He was deeply moved by their pain in His spirit and was intensely troubled.
Jesus: 34 Where have you laid his body?
Jews: Come and see, Lord.
Narrator: 35 As they walked, Jesus wept; 36 and everyone noticed how much Jesus must have loved Lazarus. 37 But others were skeptical.
Others: If this man can give sight to the blind, He could have kept him from dying.
Narrator: 38 Then Jesus, who was intensely troubled by all of this, approached the tomb—a small cave covered by a massive stone.
Jesus: 39 Remove the stone.
Martha: Lord, he has been dead four days; the stench will be unbearable.
Jesus: 40 Remember, I told you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God.
Narrator: 41 They removed the stone, and Jesus lifted His eyes toward heaven.
Jesus: Father, I am grateful that You have heard Me. 42 I know that You are always listening, but I proclaim it loudly so that everyone here will believe You have sent Me.
Narrator: 43 After these words, He called out in a thunderous voice.
Jesus: Lazarus, come out!
Narrator: 44 Then, the man who was dead walked out of his tomb bound from head to toe in a burial shroud.
Jesus: Untie him, and let him go.

STAGING IDEAS: “Seven Miraculous Signs” from Eyewitness Bible series, Three Gospel series, episode eight

Synopsis: Our culture doesn’t do a very good job of dealing with death.  How can we confront our fears with God’s help like Mary and Martha did - and be willing to answer Jesus’ call to step into the freedom of new life?  
Felt need: To be honest about our physical mortality and embrace the promise of eternal life

Visuals: Fireflies (p. 43: Listening to stories, especially after a death, is like catching fireflies – little flickers of light that shine a light on someone’s life).
Hands-on item:
Activity:
Media: Lazarus Resurrection, The Chosen Season 4 Episode 7. Length: 8:16.
Resources: 
· From Magrey deVega, p. 51: “If you want faith, don’t look for evidence. If you want to grow in your faith, don’t look for proof… Faith is what stretches us, motivates us, and keeps us going.”
Music: My Tribute (UMH #99); Rise Up (Lazarus) by Cain, lyrics shown below:

In the dark and all alone, growing comfortable
Are you too scared to move and walk out of this tomb?
Buried underneath, the lies that you believed
Safe and sound, stuck in the ground
Too lost to be found
You're just asleep and it's time to leave

Come on and rise up, take a breath, you're alive now
Can't you hear the voice of Jesus calling us
Out from the grave like Lazarus
You're brand new, the power of death couldn't hold you
Can't you hear the voice of Jesus calling us
Out from the grave like Lazarus
Rise up, rise up, rise up
Out from the grave like Lazarus

When He said your name, the thing that filled your veins
Was more than blood, it's the kind of love that washes sin away
Now the door is open wide and the stones been rolled aside
The old is gone, the Light has come, so come on and rise up

He's calling us to walk out of the dark
He's giving us new resurrected hearts, oh-whoa
He's calling us to walk out of the dark
He's giving us new resurrected hearts, oh
Children’s Time: 
Discussion points:
· Certainty: Death. Uncertainty: Mortality (when and how we die).
· No two people have the same journey dying. No one can predict when it will happen. Honesty helps.
· Funerals help us face the reality of death. There is discomfort, sadness, grief, but gathering and talking about it helps. We need a chance to acknowledge a loved one’s life, loss, and memories. Bruce Eckerman wondered how people without faith and support can go through the death of a child.
· Circle of life – everyone dies. We don’t feel the same way thinking about our own death as we do when we think about losing close loved ones, neighbors, young ones, the very old, etc. 
· Cain’s song, rise Up (Lazarus), uses death as a metaphor for new life in Christ.

------------------------------------------------------
March 22, 2026: “You Come Down!”
Zacchaeus and the Uncertainty of Surrender
5th Sunday in Lent 

Scripture: Luke 19: 1-10 (VOICE)
Narrator: 19 Jesus enters Jericho and seems only to be passing through. 2 Living in Jericho is a man named Zacchaeus. He’s the head tax collector and is very rich. 3 He is also very short. He wants to see Jesus as He passes through the center of town, but he can’t get a glimpse because the crowd blocks his view. 4 So he runs ahead of the crowd and climbs up into a sycamore tree so he can see Jesus when He passes beneath him.
5 Jesus comes along and looks up into the tree[, and there He sees Zacchaeus]. 
Jesus: Zacchaeus, hurry down from that tree because I need to stay at your house tonight.
Narrator:  6 Zacchaeus scrambles down and joyfully brings Jesus back to his house. 7 Now the crowd sees this, and they’re upset.
Crowd (grumbling): Jesus has become the houseguest of this fellow who is a notorious sinner.
Zaccheus: 8 Lord, I am giving half of my goods to the poor, and whomever I have cheated I will pay back four times what I took.
Jesus: 9 Today liberation has come to this house, since even Zacchaeus is living as a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to liberate the lost.

STAGING IDEAS: “Zacchaeus” from the Eyewitness Bible series, Luke series, episode #17

Synopsis: How can we nurture true connection to Jesus?  Zacchaeus reminds us of our desire to see and to be seen - and the transformation that happens when we seek to know Christ - including offering ourselves in service to God.  
Felt need: To admit our sin, turn to God, and live a holy life

Visuals: 
Hands-on item:
Activity:
Media: "Jerusalem in the Morning: Zacchaeus.” Length: 2:26. Cost: $17.50. License: Not sure. The diminutive Zacchaeus tells the tale of when Jesus came to town. This hilarious video imagines what it might have been like had there been radio call-in shows during the time of Jesus’ public ministry.
Resources: 
· From deVega, p. 60: “Maybe the key to faith is not being certain, but allowing faith to begin where certainty ends.”
[image: ]Music: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee (UMH #89), Amazing Grace (UMH #378), Take My Life and Let It Be (UMH #399), I Surrender All (UMH #354)
Children’s Time: Read from Glenys Nellist book. Ask children what they have a hard time seeing.
Discussion points:
· Children’s song, lyrics, right 	
· This is both a conversion and connection story. Zacchaeus:
· Is probably not the first person to come to mind as one who needs saving as he has both money and power.Zacchaeus was a wee little man,
And a wee little man was he.
He climbed up in a sycamore tree,
For the Lord he wanted to see.
And as the Savior passed that way,
He looked up in the tree,
And said, "Zacchaeus, you come down!


· Decides to give up his money without being told to do so and was rather “extravagant” in his generosity. 
· What does surrender mean to you?
· Give up or let go, especially of important things.
· Being at someone else’s mercy, i.e. war time surrender.
· Jesus commands, he doesn’t ask, Zacchaeus to take him to his home.
· What do you trust in? Money and power? Jesus?
· Stray thoughts: Short man syndrome. Chicago Bear’s Zacchaeus.

------------------------------------------------------
March 29, 2026: “Save Us!”
Jesus and the Uncertainty of Praise, Power, and Pride
Palm & Passion Sunday 

Scripture: Matthew 21: 1-11 (VOICE)
Narrator: 21 Jesus, the disciples, and the great crowds were heading toward Jerusalem when they came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives. Jesus stopped and beckoned to two of the disciples.
Jesus: 2 Go to the village over there. There you’ll find a donkey tied to a post and a foal beside it. Untie them and bring them to Me. 3 If anyone tries to stop you, then tell him, “The Master needs these,” and he will send the donkey and foal immediately.
Narrator: 4 He sent the disciples on ahead so His entry into Jerusalem could fulfill what the prophet Zechariah had long since foretold: 5 Tell this to Zion’s daughter, “Look—your King is approaching seated humbly on a donkey, a young foal, a beast of burden.”
6 So the disciples went off and followed Jesus’ instructions. 7 They brought the donkey and foal to Jesus, they spread their cloaks on the animals, and Jesus sat down on them. 8 The great crowd followed suit, laying their cloaks on the road. Others cut leafy branches from the trees and scattered those before Jesus. 9 And the crowds went before Jesus, walked alongside Him, and processed behind—all singing.
Crowd: Hosanna, praises to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Eternal One! Hosanna in the highest! 
Narrator: 10 And that is how Jesus came into Jerusalem. The people noticed this strange parade. They wondered who this could be, this humble bearded man on a donkey who incited such songs.
Crowd: 11 This is Jesus, the prophet, from Nazareth in Galilee.

STAGING INSPIRATION: “Palm Sunday – The Need” from Eyewitness Bible Series, Easter Series, episode 1

Scripture: Psalm 118: 19-29 (VOICE)
19 Open wide to me the gates of justice
    so that I may walk through them
    and offer praise and worship to the Eternal.
20 This is the gate of the Eternal;
    the righteous children of God will go through it.
21 I will praise You because You answered me when I was in trouble.
    You have become my salvation.
22 The stone that the builders rejected
    has become the very stone that holds together the entire foundation.
23 This is the work of the Eternal,
    and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day the Eternal God has made;
    let us celebrate and be happy today.
25 O Eternal One, save us, we beg You.
    O Eternal One, we beg You, bring us success!
26 He who comes in the name of the Eternal will be blessed;[b]
    we have blessed You from the house of the Eternal.
27 The Eternal is the True God;
    He shines His light on us.
Let the feast begin.
    Bring the sacrifice, and tie it to the horns of the altar.
28 You are my God, and I give You thanks;
    You are my God, and I praise You.
29 Give thanks to our Eternal Lord; He is always good.
    He never ceases to be loving and kind.

Scripture: Philippians 2: 1-11 (VOICE)
2 If you find any comfort from being in the Anointed, if His love brings you some encouragement, if you experience true companionship with the Spirit, if His tenderness and mercy fill your heart; then, brothers and sisters, 2 here is one thing that would complete my joy—come together as one in mind and spirit and purpose, sharing in the same love. 3 Don’t let selfishness and prideful agendas take over. Embrace true humility, and lift your heads to extend love to others. 4 Get beyond yourselves and protecting your own interests; be sincere, and secure your neighbors’ interests first.
5 In other words, adopt the mind-set of Jesus the Anointed. Live with His attitude in your hearts. Remember:
6 Though He was in the form of God,
    He chose not to cling to equality with God;
7 But He poured Himself out to fill a vessel brand new;
    a servant in form
    and a man indeed.
The very likeness of humanity,
8 He humbled Himself,
    obedient to death—
    a merciless death on the cross!
9 So God raised Him up to the highest place
    and gave Him the name above all.
10 So when His name is called,
    every knee will bow, 
    in heaven, on earth, and below.
11 And every tongue will confess
    “Jesus, the Anointed One, is Lord,”
    to the glory of God our Father!

Synopsis: Today is a day for joy in the promise of salvation. As we journey with Jesus to the cross—the journey then and now—we find our joy in the promise of salvation, a promise that will not fail.  So, when we’re stuck between the truth of sin and the promise of salvation, we proclaim God’s steadfast love. 
Felt need: To truly enter Jesus’ life and death - including his humility and sacrificial love

Visuals: Palm branches
Hands-on item: Palm branches
Activity:
Media: 
· “This Is Jesus.” Length: 2:11. Cost: Free. License: Yes. When the crowd heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem, they took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Encourage your congregation to worship Him on this Palm Sunday using this inspiring Worship Intro video.
· “Return of the King (Palm Sunday).” Length: 1:31. Cost: Free. License: Yes. Jesus was not the king his people were looking for in the Triumphal Entry. Long live the king!
Resources: 
Music: Hosanna, Loud Hosanna (UMH 278), All Glory, Laud and Honor (UMH 280), Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley (FWS 2112); Jesus, Remember Me (UMH 488)
Children’s Time: 
Discussion points: 
· This is not part of deVega’s book. 
· We’ll move from the joy of Palm Sunday to the Passion during each service.
· There is hope in the call, “Save us!” and Jesus certainly does that. The uncertainty is in how events would unfold.

------------------------------------------------------
April 2, 2026: “Not My Will, but Yours”
Jesus and the Uncertainty of Obedience
Holy Thursday 

Scripture: Matthew 26: 36-46 (VOICE)
Narrator: 36 At that, Jesus led His disciples to the place called Gethsemane.
Jesus: I am going over there to pray. You sit here while I’m at prayer.
Narrator: 37 Then He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee with Him, and He grew sorrowful and deeply distressed.
Jesus: 38 My soul is overwhelmed with grief, to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with Me.
Narrator: 39 He walked a little farther and finally fell prostrate and prayed.
Jesus: Father, this is the last thing I want. If there is any way, please take this bitter cup from Me. Not My will, but Yours be done.
Narrator: 40 When He came back to the disciples, He saw that they were asleep. Peter awoke a little less confident and slightly chagrined.
Jesus (to Peter): So you couldn’t keep watch with Me for just one short hour? 41 Now maybe you’re learning: the spirit is willing, but the body is weak. Watch and pray and take care that you are not pulled down during a time of testing.
Narrator: 42 With that, Jesus returned to His secluded spot to pray again.
Jesus: Father, if there is no other way for this cup to pass without My drinking it—then not My will, but Yours be done.
Narrator: 43 Again Jesus returned to His disciples and found them asleep. Their eyes were heavy-lidded. 44 So Jesus left them again and returned to prayer, praying the same sentiments with the same words. 45 Again He returned to His disciples.
Jesus: Well, you are still sleeping; are you getting a good long rest? Now the time has come; the Son of Man is just about to be given over to the betrayers and the sinners. 46 Get up; we have to be going. Look, here comes the one who’s going to betray Me.

STAGING IDEAS: “The Most Thankful Angel” from Eyewitness Bible series, The Three Gospel series, episode #13 starting at about 9 minutes 

Synopsis: Even Jesus struggled with what God called him to do. The account of the last days of Jesus, especially the Last Supper and time in the Garden of Gethsemane, remind us of the power of community and the power of prayer in moments when we struggle.
Felt need: To discern the mystery and complexity of God’s will for our lives

Visuals: The Garden of Gethsemane
Hands-on item:
Activity: Finger food potluck before the service, Footwashing and handwashing, Holy Communion, Prayer vigil 
Media: “Jesus in the Garden.” Length: 1:02. Cost: $19.99. License: Yes. The night Jesus was betrayed He went out to the Mount of Olives with the disciples. Here in the garden of Gethsemane he prayed for God's will to be done.
Resources: 
Music: Make Me a Servant (FWS 2176), Jesu, Jesu (UMH 432); Come to the Table of Grace (WS 3168); What Wondrous Love Is This (UMH 292), O How He Loves You and Me (FWS 2108)
Discussion points:
· Jesus prays three separate times. Your will be done.
· We see Jesus’ humanity in the struggle to do what God asks; the power of community in struggles, even when the disciples can’t stay awake; and the power of prayer. 
· Everyone struggles. 
· Three years wasn’t long enough for the disciples to “get” Jesus.
· Staying awake/mindfulness
· What does obedience mean to you?
· Paying attention to what we are called to do. Surrendering to God’s will.
· Being agreeable, not angry.
· Following rules.
· Tops three reasons for dog obedience training (credit to AI): Build a stronger bond with your dog. Make life easier and less stressful at home when certain behaviors are under control. Improve communication with your dog.
 
-----------------------------------------------------
April 3, 2026: Good Friday - Location TBA
-----------------------------------------------------
April 5, 2026: “Rejoice!”
The Certainty of Resurrection
Easter Sunday

Scripture: Matthew 28: 1-10 (VOICE)
Narrator: 28 After the Sabbath, as the light of the next day, the first day of the week, crept over Palestine, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to the tomb to keep vigil. 2 Earlier there had been an earthquake. A messenger of the Lord had come down from heaven and had gone to the grave. He rolled away the stone and sat down on top of it. 3 He veritably glowed. He was vibrating with light. His clothes were light, white like transfiguration, like fresh snow. 4 The soldiers guarding the tomb were terrified. They froze like stone.
5 The messenger spoke to the women, to Mary Magdalene and the other Mary.
Messenger of the Lord: Don’t be afraid. I know you are here keeping watch for Jesus who was crucified. 6 But Jesus is not here. He was raised, just as He said He would be. Come over to the grave, and see for yourself. 7 And then go straight to His disciples, and tell them He’s been raised from the dead and has gone on to Galilee. You’ll find Him there. Listen carefully to what I am telling you.
Narrator: 8 The women were both terrified and thrilled, and they quickly left the tomb and went to find the disciples and give them this outstandingly good news. 9 But while they were on their way, they saw Jesus Himself.
Jesus (greeting the women): Rejoice.
Narrator: The women fell down before Him, kissing His feet and worshiping Him.
Jesus: 10 Don’t be afraid. Go and tell My brothers to go to Galilee. Tell them I will meet them there.

STAGING INSPIRATION: “Resurrection” from Eyewitness Bible Series, Easter Series, episode 11

Synopsis: Jesus’ death by crucifixion isn’t the end of the story, and his saving work doesn’t end at the cross either. The joy of salvation is lived out when we go and tell (and show) others about it. The joy and certainty of resurrection isn’t simply something we believe, but it’s something to stake our lives on and share with others.
Felt need: To claim the joy of resurrection and hope of eternal life in Jesus

Visuals: Cross.
Hands-on item:
Activity:
Media: 
· “This Is Resurrection (Easter Intro).” Length: 1:33. Cost: $19.99. License: Yes. This is a day for singing, rejoicing, and all out praise. The stone is rolled away and He is Risen! Ancient prophecies are fulfilled as our lives are redeemed. This is the story of Easter. Comment: This is the video with the Scottish narrator.
· “The Beautiful Empty.” Length: 3:04. Cost: $19.99. License: Yes. Maybe an empty egg is a better symbol for Easter than one filled with treats. An empty Easter egg is filled with discouragement for the child who finds it. Mary Magdalene was filled with distress when she discovered the empty tomb on that first Easter morning. Empty often feels like disappointment, but the empty tomb on Easter Sunday was filled with hope for the world.
Resources: 
Music: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today (UMH 302); He Lives (UMH 310); Up from the Grave He Arose (UMH 322); Crown Him with Many Crowns (UMH 327); Because He Lives (UMH 364), In the Garden (UMH 314) 
Children’s Time: 
NOTE: Sunrise Service will most likely be at Mona Lake Boating Club.
Discussion points:
· We stake our hope on the certainty of resurrection. Physical death is not the end.
· The lives we live matter.
· Jean’s mom died on Jean’s birthday, “The day we each began a new life.”
· Pastors and funeral directors see how having a faith foundation matters when a love one dies.
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