All Church Worship Brainstorming
“The Nine Key Teachings of Jesus”
Tuesday, December 9, 2025 in the Lounge 
12:00 noon Potluck 
12:45-3:30 p.m. Brainstorming for Worship
January 4 – February 23, 2026 (7 weeks)

Join us at noon for a potluck lunch at church. Please bring a dish to pass. 
RSVPs are helpful but not mandatory. Sign up at church or contact the church office (213-798-2181 or Office@LakeHarborUMC.org) or Karen Booth. Please read the Scripture and message synopses and preview the videos before we gather if at all possible.
------------------------------------------------------------------
“The worship we hope to develop will be rooted in Scripture, centered on Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit. It will be relevant to local and emerging culture, while addressing the needs of believers and unbelievers alike. Above all, it will intentionally engage people physically, emotionally, intellectually, and soulfully.”

Felt needs: What physical, emotional, intellectual, or spiritual need are we addressing I this service so that worship is engaging and a means of making disciples?  What question needs to be posed/answered so that we are making disciples? 
------------------------------------------------------------------
2026 Theme:  Love boldly and sincerely. Serve joyfully and humbly. Lead courageously and faithfully.

Related article: “Not So Obvious Introvert” on the Church’s New Vision

Key verses: 1 John 4: 7-12 (CEV)
7 My dear friends, we must love each other. Love comes from God, and when we love each other, it shows we have been given new life. We are now God's children, and we know him. 8 God is love, and anyone who doesn't love others has never known him. 9 God showed his love for us when he sent his only Son into the world to give us life. 10 Real love isn't our love for God, but his love for us. God sent his Son to be the sacrifice by which our sins are forgiven. 11 Dear friends, since God loved us this much, we must love each other.
12 No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is truly in our hearts.

Synopsis: The time is ripe for a new Christian reformation – a profound transformation of theological substance, not just liturgical style. Jesus never intended to create a new religion of rites, creeds, and dogma that offered an eternal reward in heaven. Instead, he announced the subversive arrival of the Kingdom of God – a social and economic revolution of the heart based on a lifestyle of radical love, lavish generosity, extravagant forgiveness, inclusive hospitality, compassionate action, selfless service, a passion for justice, creative nonviolence, and simple living. He invited his followers to transform their lives and change the world.

2026 theme connection: The way of Jesus is a path toward a vision of the way the world ought to be, the way it is meant to be. It is a freely chosen path, but not without risk. There is never any assurance of success, only a promise of continuing challenge. It is a matter of trying and failing, and sometimes succeeding, but always continuing. Guided by the vision, the journey itself is the most important thing.

Social Justice Issue for January 2026: Human trafficking - prevention
Social Justice Issue for February 2026: 

Noisy offering for January 2026: 
 (
Scan this QR code for more information on our website.
)Noisy offering for February 2026: Souper Bowl of Caring (Hand2Hand/MAP Food Pantry)

Resources: 
· An Unorthodox Faith: A New Reformation for a Postmodern World by Kurt Struckmeyer
· Following Jesus: A Life of Faith in a Postmodern World – an excerpt from A Conspiracy of Love: Following Jesus in a Postmodern World, 2nd edition © Kurt Struckmeyer
· The Way: Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus by Rev. Adam Hamilton - https://www.cokesbury.com/The-Way-5
· January Series at Calvin University 

Anchor image/visuals: Keys (unlocking the way of discipleship)
Hands-on item: Photo card with Nine Key Teachings of Jesus

Media possibilities:
· “Who Is Jesus?” Length: 1:25. Cost: $19.99. Web license: Yes. Jesus isn’t just a man in a storybook—he is our living, breathing atonement for sin, the personification of the love of God, and our only hope of salvation.
· “The Words of Jesus.” Length: 1:12. Cost: $19.99. Web license: Yes. The words of Jesus are the most important words in history—and those words are still alive, preserved in red in our Bibles today.
-----------------------------------------------
January 4, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.: “Inclusive Hospitality”
Epiphany Sunday
NOTE: Pastor Mary will be on vacation. Michael Boersma will offer the ministry of music.

Scripture: Isaiah 60: 1-6 (NIV)			
 “Arise, shine, for your light has come,
	and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.
2 See, darkness covers the earth
	and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the LORD rises upon you
	and his glory appears over you.
3 Nations will come to your light,
	and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4 “Lift up your eyes and look about you:
	All assemble and come to you;
	your sons come from afar,
	and your daughters are carried on the hip.
5 Then you will look and be radiant,
	your heart will throb and swell with joy;
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,
	to you the riches of the nations will come.
6 Herds of camels will cover your land,
	young camels of Midian and Ephah.
And all from Sheba will come,
	bearing gold and incense
and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.

Scripture: Ephesians 3: 1-6 (NIV)
3 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.
Scripture: Matthew 2: 1-12 (NIV)	
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.

Synopsis:  The presence of the magi with young Jesus - seeking, journeying, and worshiping Jesus reminds us that Jesus welcomes all regardless of background, belief, or status.  To follow Jesus is to offer inclusive hospitality.  The Good News is not a secret for a chosen few; it is for everyone. Are we willing to share it?  
Felt need: To welcome everyone with open hearts (seeking understanding) and kindness (making others comfortable in our presence) and to embrace diversity

	Visuals: Christ candle 
Hands-on item: Star words, 2026 theme
Activity: 
· Holy Communion
· “What the Wisemen Know.” Skit. Actors: 3. Length: 10 min. Based on Matthew Chapter 2, the Wiseman discuss what Herod’s intentions are in inviting them to the palace and why no one knows where to find the baby born king of the Jews. Their conversation leads to the realization that true transformation is only possible through the establishing of an eternal kingdom.
Media possibilities: 
· “Magi.” Length: 1:41. Cost: $15. Web license: Not sure. Captivate your audience and tell the story of Christmas with a video about the Magi.
Music: We Three Kings (UMH 254), Light of The World (Sing Hallelujah) by We The Kingdom, There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (UMH 121), For Everyone Born A Place at the Table
Children’s time: Epiphany is a WOW! moment
Social media:

Resources:
· Epiphany is a word derived from the Greek for “manifestation” and is usually used as a reminder that Jesus is God’s revelation for the whole world.
· The magi remind us of the importance of seeking Christ and welcoming others on the journey.  They did not travel alone.
· Prayer from Jesus at the Lake, week 1: Loving Lord, like your people of old, you came out of Egypt, thanks to your vigilant, obedient parents. Help me to know how to mix wisdom and compassion in welcoming strangers in your name. Amen. 
· Olu Brown on Evangelism and/or Hospitality
· Bryan Barrineau on the Magi  

Questions:
· What’s the difference between offering hospitality and being welcoming?
-----------------------------------------------
January 11, 2026: “Radical Love”
Baptism of the Lord Sunday

Scripture: Isaiah 42: 1-9 (NIV)
42 “Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
    my chosen one in whom I delight;
I will put my Spirit on him,
    and he will bring justice to the nations.
2 He will not shout or cry out,
    or raise his voice in the streets.
3 A bruised reed he will not break,
    and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;
4     he will not falter or be discouraged
till he establishes justice on earth.
    In his teaching the islands will put their hope.”
5 This is what God the LORD says—
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out,
    who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it,
    who gives breath to its people,
    and life to those who walk on it:
6 “I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness;
    I will take hold of your hand.
I will keep you and will make you
    to be a covenant for the people
    and a light for the Gentiles,
7 to open eyes that are blind,
    to free captives from prison
    and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.
8 “I am the LORD; that is my name!
    I will not yield my glory to another
    or my praise to idols.
9 See, the former things have taken place,
    and new things I declare;
before they spring into being
    I announce them to you.”

Scripture: Matthew 3: 13-17 (NIV) “The Baptism of Jesus”
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”
15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”

For reference: Matthew 22: 34-40 (NIV)
34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

For reference: John 13: 34-35 (NIV)
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
 
Synopsis: Jesus set a standard of ethical agape love - loving God and extending love to neighbor and enemy alike.  We hear the love of God spoken at Jesus’ baptism, and he puts self-giving love into action in his life and ministry.  We share in his ministry through baptism.  Baptism isn’t solely about cleansing us from sin. Baptism is about initiation into community with God and one another, calling us to love that expands our boundaries and transform the world.  To follow Jesus is to incarnate radical love. 
Felt need: To embody the love of Jesus for the world

Visuals: Water
Hands-on item:
Activity: Holy Baptism and/or Reaffirmation of Baptism
Media possibilities: 
· “Lord, I Need You.” Length: 3:25. Cost: $18. Web license: Yes. Every last one of us needs God. This video reminds us that every hour of every day, we need God. We need his help, forgiveness and love. Watch as a variety of people wrestle with their needs and desires and ultimately rest in their need of God. Features the Matt Maher song, "Lord, I Need You" performed by Marcy Priest.
· “Love (A New Commandment).” Length: 2:43. Cost: Free. Web license: Yes. Based on Matthew 22:34-39 and John 13:34-35, this mini-movie explores the meaning of a new commandment that Jesus gave his disciples, a commandment to love as Jesus loved.
· “Community.” Length: 1:08. Cost: $15. Web license: Yes. This video explores the power of unity, love, and faith within a community, encouraging transformative connections and purposeful living. 
Music: O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go (UMH 480), Draw the Circle Wide, The Summons (FWS 2130), Fairest Lord Jesus (UMH 189), They’ll Know We Are Christians (FWS 2223)
Children’s time:
Social media:

Resources:
· Love Boldly (and Sincerely)

Questions:
· What does radical love look like right now?
-----------------------------------------------
January 18, 2026: “Creative Nonviolence”
2nd Sunday after Epiphany, Rev. Dr. MLK, Jr. Day, Human Relations Day

Scripture: Matthew 5: 38-42 (NIV)
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 40 And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.

Scripture: Romans 12: 9-21 (NIV)
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Synopsis: Jesus calls us to turn away from violence as a means to engage conflict and instead seek change with resorting to violence, and absorbing hostility with nonviolent defiant action and responding with grace instead of anger.  Nonviolence is an agape love-centered way of thinking, speaking, acting, and engaging that leads to personal, cultural and societal transformation.
Felt need: To respond to conflict in nonviolent ways

Visuals: 
Hands-on item:
Activity: 
Media possibilities: 
· “A Prayer at Midnight – Martin Luther King, Jr.” Length: 2:32. Cost: $18.98. Web license: Yes. Hear the story of when Martin Luther King, Jr. prayed a prayer that would affect his life, and our lives, forever.
· “A Voice of Truth (MLK Day).” Length: 2:00. Cost: $19.99. Web license: Yes. We remember a courageous voice of truth who left us a legacy of justice and a powerful dream that mankind would be what God created us to be... bearers of His image in love, freedom, and unity.
· “How We Remember (MLK Day).” Length: 1:48. Cost: $19.98. As we reflect on the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., encourage your church to remember how his efforts towards equality and justice were driven by a vision of freedom, joy, love, peace, kindness, and goodness. As we remember, may we slow down and ask ourselves how we can be a reflection of these ideals today.
	Music: For the Healing of the Nations (UMH 428)
Children’s time:
Social media:

Resources:
· Influence of Howard Thurman on Rev. Dr.  MLK, Jr.  
· 10 Features of Beloved Community
· Rev. Dr.  MLK, Jr. Letter from Birmingham Jail 
· King’s Philosophy of Nonviolence

Questions:
· Where do we see a commitment to nonviolence today?
-----------------------------------------------
January 25, 2026: “A Passion for Justice”
3rd Sunday after Epiphany

Scripture: Luke 4: 14-21 (NIV)
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.
16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
    because he has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
    and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

For reference: Micah 6: 8 (NIV)
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.
    And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy
    and to walk humbly with your God.

For reference: Matthew 5:6 (NIV) - Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

For reference: Matthew 6:33 (NIV) - But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

Synopsis: “Justice is what love looks like in public.”  Seeking a right relationship with God (righteousness) and doing what’s right (justice) are closely tied - another way to understand loving God and loving neighbor.  To follow Jesus is to have a passion for justice, especially speaking out on behalf of those who have no voice, advocating for people in need of help and care, and challenging our tendency to selfishness rather than valuing community.  
Felt need: To embody the way of the Kingdom of God rather than reflecting the values of the empire 

Visuals: 
Hands-on item:
Activity: 
Media possibilities:
· “Prayer for Unity.” Length: 1:48. Cost: $19.99. Web license: Yes. This meaningful video asks God to help us show compassion and kindness to one another. It can function as a great service opener or any time you want to remind your church about God’s heart for unity and justice in our world.
· “A Dream of Justice.” Length: 1:20. Cost: $19.99. Web license: Yes. It highlights his call for unity and the pursuit of righteousness, drawing from both his words and biblical scripture. The message encourages viewers to continue Dr. King’s dream by embodying love and justice in their lives.
Music: What Does the Lord Require of You (FWS 2174), Your Peace Will Make Us One
Children’s time:
Social media:

Resources:
· Lead Courageously (and Faithfully) 

Questions:
· How do we understand justice as a spiritual concept?
-----------------------------------------------
February 1, 2026: “Compassionate Action”
4th Sunday after Epiphany

Scripture: Matthew 14: 13-21 (NIV)
13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.
15 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.”
16 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”
17 “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered.
18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. 19 And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 21 The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children.

Scripture: Luke 6: 31-36 (NIV)
31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.
32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

Synopsis: Compassion literally means “to suffer with,” and Jesus’ ministry was marked by compassion for noticing and responding to the needs around him, especially for the most vulnerable and those who were on the margins of society.  To follow Jesus is to embrace a life of compassionate action putting our faith into motion by showing empathy for the situations of those who suffer, being aware of the needs around us, and acting with care for the least, the lost, and the lonely.
Felt need: To be centered in compassion and nurture a deeper sense of connection with others 

Visuals: 
Hands-on item:
Activity: Holy Communion
Media possibilities: 
· “Love in Action.” Length: 1:00. Cost: $19.99. Web license: Yes, but must seek permission. This inspiring video reminds us that true greatness comes through humility, service, and compassion. As we follow Christ’s example, we are called to love others with intentionality and grace. Each act of kindness becomes a reflection of God’s heart. Let this message stir you to serve, uplift, and love in ways that bring light into the world.
· “To Serve and Restore.” Length: 1:20. Cost: $18. Web license: Yes. This inspiring video invites church communities to reflect on their role in bringing hope and healing to a broken world. Note: This might fit better on February 15.
Music: Help Us Accept Each Other (UMH 560), Make Me a Channel of Your Peace (FWS  2171), Blest Be the Tie that Binds (UMH 557)
Children’s time:
Social media:

Resources:

Questions:
· When do you struggle to feel compassion for others?
-----------------------------------------------
February 8, 2026: “Extravagant Forgiveness”
5th Sunday after Epiphany

Scripture: Matthew 18: 21-35 (NIV)
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.
26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.
28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.
29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’
30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened.
32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.
35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

Synopsis: We want forgiveness to be an easy process, but forgiveness is messy and hard.  Jesus calls us to remember God’s willingness to forgive us so that we might be more forgiving. To follow Jesus is to forgive each other – reconciling with those we have hurt and those who have hurt us, forgiving again and again.
Felt need: To be more forgiving so that we might experience healing and peace

Visuals:
Hands-on item: Forgiveness rock
Activity: Souper Bowl of Caring
Media possibilities: 
· “The Power of Forgiveness” Length: 1:00. Cost: $19.99. Web license: Yes. Discover the life-changing gift of forgiveness in this inspiring video. Through powerful words and heartfelt truths, be reminded of how forgiveness lifts, restores, and renews. Let grace wash over wounds and love heal what’s been broken. Experience freedom, peace, and divine restoration as you reflect on God’s mercy and unending love. This video offers a gentle yet profound reminder that in Christ, all things can be made new.
· “Forgiven and Free”Length: 1:00. Cost: $14.99. Web license: Yes. This video celebrates the gift of repentance, forgiveness, and new beginnings. No sin is too great for God’s mercy, and His grace is always ready to restore and renew. Heaven rejoices when hearts turn back to Him. Through confession and repentance, we are forgiven, welcomed home, and made new by God’s love.
Music: Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive (UMH 390), Great Is Thy Faithfulness (UMH 140)
Children’s time:
Social media:

Resources: 
· The Science of Revenge: Understanding the World’s Deadliest Addiction – and How to Overcome It by James Kimmel, Jr., JD. 
· Related article: ‘The Science of Revenge’ Review: Vengeance Isn’t Benign by Andrew Stark, Aug. 17, 2025, Wall Street Journal. 

Questions:
· What does forgiveness do for us?  How does it change us?  
-----------------------------------------------
February 15, 2026: “Selfless Service”
Transfiguration Sunday

Scripture: Matthew 17: 1-9 (NIV)
17 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3 Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.
4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”
5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”
10 The disciples asked him, “Why then do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?”
11 Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things. 12 But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but have done to him everything they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that he was talking to them about John the Baptist.

Scripture: Matthew 20: 24-28 (NIV)
24 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. 25 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Synopsis: A servant is someone who understands the role deeply and finds joy in serving others. To follow Jesus means selfless service - giving up our need for importance in order to serve others with humility.  Jesus demonstrated this as he was transfigured - and then continued his ministry of sacrificial love journeying to the cross.
Felt need: To find joy in serving God and others with humility

Visuals:
Hands-on item:
Activity:
Media possibilities: 
· “With Humble Hands.” Length: 0:55. Cost: $19.99. Web license: Yes, but must ask for permission. Discover the beauty of selfless love through a powerful reminder of Jesus' example. This heartfelt video encourages a life of service, humility, and compassion. Embrace the calling to lift others up, reflect Christ in your actions, and find true joy in giving. Whether in small tasks or big moments, each act of kindness becomes a reflection of God's grace and goodness.
· “Shine.” Length: 1:34. Cost: Free. Web license: Yes. Feed the hungry. Protect the week. Change the world. Shine!
Music: Holy Ground (FWS 2272), Open the Eyes of My Heart, We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding (FWS 2103), Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service (UMH 581), Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus (UMH 349)
Children’s time:
Social media:

Resources: 
· Serve Joyfully (and Humbly)

Questions:
· What does joyful service look like?
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