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Worship Brainstorming Summary
“A Lenten Supper: Dinner with Jesus”

A series by Ken Luckett

(10 weeks plus Holy Thursday)

Mon., Feb. 10, 2025

Members present: David Booth, Ed Baranowski, Sue Baranowski, Karen Post, Pastor Mary Ivanov, Marie Kordecki, Betty Kinney, Jean Kelly, Jim Post, Karen Booth
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“The worship we hope to develop will be rooted in Scripture, centered on Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit. It will be relevant to local and emerging culture, while addressing the needs of believers and unbelievers alike. Above all, it will intentionally engage people physically, emotionally, intellectually, and soulfully.”

Felt needs: What physical, emotional, intellectual, or spiritual need are we addressing in this service so that worship is engaging and a means of making disciples?  What question needs to be posed/answered so that we are making disciples? 
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2025 Theme: Living in the Light of Jesus

2025 key Scripture verse: When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. – John 8: 12

Major spoken/unspoken needs: Life is hard.

· Navigating an angry, divided world

· Pervasive lack of trust, respect, and civility

· Aging. Caregiving. Death.

· Violence. Insecurity – housing, food.

· Misunderstanding scripture
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2025 theme connection: “For all who hunger. For all who've prayed. For all who wonder. Behold your King.” To live in the light of Jesus is find food for our souls.

Series synopsis: Meals were one of Jesus’ ministry strategies. According to the Gospels, Jesus ate with many people, including tax collectors, sinners, and his apostles. A Lenten Supper is any meal that becomes more than a meal. The soul is nourished along with the body.
Resources: The QR code takes you to more resources on our website. 
· Luke: Jesus and the Outsiders, Outcasts, and Outlaws by Adam Hamilton. Related videos on Amplify.

· The Art of Gathering: How We Meet and Why It Matters by Priya Parker

· Taste and See: Discovering God Among Butchers, Bakers, & Fresh Food Makers by Margaret Feinberg

· As we break bread, we find the satisfaction of our deepest hungers in the community our souls crave.

· As we share our lives, we taste and see God’s fruitfulness.

· When we’re tempted to lose heart – and we all will be – we find courage in listening to and participating in stories of God’s rescuing ways.

· In the midst of a busy life, we can all create space to taste and see God’s goodness.

· Psalm 23: He prepares a table before my enemies…

· “Lenten Preaching from an Outsider” by Gregory Hollifield, Preaching Today. Related song: “Dust in the Wind” by Kansas

· “Back to Basics” series, September 2018
· Inspirational images are in a Google folder at https://photos.app.goo.gl/fsBXJfqLjeSs6XCa8. 
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Visuals: Backdrop created in 2020 for “A Place at the Table” (and new companion pieces with bread, figs, fish, grapes/wine, lamb, olives/oil, salt, seder, conversation bubbles). Use a “kids’ table.”

Media: Intro videos
· “As We Gather.” Length: 1:18. Cost: $19.98. Web license: Yes. This inspiring mini movie offers a message of hope and comfort, reminding us that God’s love is constant, no matter our struggles or past. In the midst of life’s chaos and disappointments, it invites us to find peace in His presence and trust that He is always with us. Comments: We like this. No direct connection with the dinner with Jesus, but that is an easy connection to make.
· “The Table.” Length: 1:44. Cost: We own it. Last used 12/5/21. Web license: Yes? 
The table is more than a place to eat- it’s a central location for much of our lives. Here you will find peace, love, nourishment, and thankfulness. Comments: Good for Children’s Sunday.
· “A Candlelight Dinner for Two.” Length: 3:48. Cost: $14.98. Web license: Yes. We have a lot of things making it impossible for us to be alone with God. Have we forgotten what it’s like? Discover that in His presence nothing else matters. Comments: Content-wise, it is very good. Most of our group had a hard time understanding the fast speech. It might be hard to slow it down enough to gain comprehension, even if subtitles were added.
Publicity: “See You on Sunday!” and Harbor Light

Social Justice Issue for March 2025: Mental health - removing stigma

NOTE: We’ll be able to introduce the CAP (Church Assistance Program) from Pine Rest.

Social Justice Issue for April 2025: Creation Care

Noisy offering for March 2025: UMCOR Sunday

Noisy offering for April 2025: MAP Medical Fund

Easter offering: Dr. Temba Nkomozepi (missionary) & Hope Project

*Leading questions:

· What’s the best meal you’ve ever eaten?
· What’s a memory that includes a meal?

· Why is Holy Communion important to you?
Celtic prayer attributed to David Adam:

Be gentle when you touch bread, 

Let it not lie uncared for – unwanted. 

So often bread is taken for granted. 

There is so much beauty in bread, 

Beauty of sun and soil, 

Beauty of honest toil. 

Winds and rain have caressed it, 

Christ often blessed it. 

Be gentle when you touch bread. 
General discussion points:
· Eating meals together nourishes the soul.
· * Memories associated with these meals might not all be pleasant.
· Additional questions: Do you remember a time where questions/disagreements arose around the seating plan?
-------------------------------------------

March 2, 2025: “Awe Inspired”
Transfiguration Sunday

Scripture: Luke 9: 28-43 (NIRV)

Jesus’ Appearance Is Changed
28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he went up on a mountain to pray. He took Peter, John and James with him. 29 As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed. His clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in shining glory. Jesus and the two of them talked together. 31 They talked about how he would be leaving them soon. This was going to happen in Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his companions had been very sleepy. But then they became completely awake. They saw Jesus’ glory and the two men standing with him. 33 As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter spoke up. “Master,” he said to him, “it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters. One will be for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” Peter didn’t really know what he was saying.
34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them. The disciples were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 A voice came from the cloud. It said, “This is my Son, and I have chosen him. Listen to him.” 36 When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept quiet about this. They didn’t tell anyone at that time what they had seen.
Jesus Heals a Boy Who Is Controlled by an Evil Spirit
37 The next day Jesus and those who were with him came down from the mountain. A large crowd met Jesus. 38 A man in the crowd called out. “Teacher,” he said, “I beg you to look at my son. He is my only child. 39 A spirit takes hold of him, and he suddenly screams. It throws him into fits so that he foams at the mouth. It hardly ever leaves him. It is destroying him. 40 I begged your disciples to drive it out. But they couldn’t do it.”
41 “You unbelieving and evil people!” Jesus replied. “How long do I have to stay with you? How long do I have to put up with you?” Then he said to the man, “Bring your son here.”
42 Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him into a fit. The boy fell to the ground. But Jesus ordered the evil spirit to leave the boy. Then Jesus healed him and gave him back to his father. 43 They were all amazed at God’s greatness.
Synopsis: Transfiguration is about astonishment and amazement.  It’s a moment to stand in awe of God’s presence and glory - and hear God call us to listen to Jesus.  And it’s followed by the reality of the messiness of life. 

Felt need: To stand in awe of God’s presence and holiness
Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 

Activity: Holy Communion
Media possibilities: “Jesus’ Transfiguration.” Length: 1:46. Cost: Free. Web license: Probably. Visual liturgy for Luke 9: 28-36. Comments: The narration made it seem a little dated. Use LUMO – The Gospel of Luke 9: 28-43 instead. Length: Trim to 3:07. Web license: Yes. Visual liturgy.
Music: Holy Ground (FWS 2272), Open the Eyes of My Heart, We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding (FWS 2103), How Great Is Our God; You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd (possible anthem)

Children’s Time: 
Social media: 

Related articles: 

Discussion points:

· Today is actually a transition Sunday, not really a part of “Do Unto Others” or “Dinner with Jesus.”
· We hear God speak at Jesus’ baptism (This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”) and transfiguration (This is my Son, and I have chosen him. Listen to him.)
· Jesus immediately goes to work healing. 
· Pastor Mary sees a parallel between time spent with her four long-time friends and the mountaintop transfiguration story. Both times are special, almost surreal. Before you know it, the spell is broken and you are back in messy reality.
-------------------------------------------

March 5, 2025: Ash Wednesday Worship @Central UMC, Bishop Bard preaching 
-------------------------------------------

March 9, 2025: “Follow Me” 

1st Sunday in Lent, DST begins
Scripture: Luke 5: 27-32 (NIRV)

Jesus Chooses Levi and Eats With Sinners
27 After this, Jesus left the house. He saw a tax collector sitting at the tax booth. The man’s name was Levi. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him. 28 Levi got up, left everything and followed him.
29 Then Levi gave a huge banquet for Jesus at his house. A large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and their teachers of the law complained to Jesus’ disciples. They said, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”
31 Jesus answered them, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor. Sick people do. 32 I have not come to get those who think they are right with God to follow me. I have come to get sinners to turn away from their sins.”
Synopsis: Tax collectors were the entrepreneurs of Roman antiquity and were generally regarded with disdain by mostly everyone. That Jesus would extend to Levi, a tax collector, both the call of discipleship and the intimacy of table fellowship is countercultural and unexpected.

Felt need: To reaffirm Jesus’ call to everyone to follow him 
Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 

Activity: Ashes (if not received on Ash Wednesday)

Media possibilities: 

Music: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus (FWS 2129), Jesus Calls Us (UMH 398); Here I Am, Lord (UMH 593)

Children’s Time: 
Social media: 

Related articles: 

Discussion points:

· There is more room at God’s table than we would like to think. Jesus is willing to engage all of them.
· These footnotes from Karen’s New Interpreters Study Bible pretty much sum up our discussion: 5:27-32 Tax collectors were the entrepreneurs of Roman antiquity and were generally regarded with disdain by Jew and Gentile alike. That Jesus would extend to such a person both the call of discipleship and the intimacy of table fellowship is especially striking. 5:30-32 This is noteworthy that Pharisees introduce the term sinner into the account, thus branding those others whom Jesus joined at the table as persons outside the community of God’s people. Such “marginal” people are precisely those among whom Jesus brings good news.
· Is Jesus talking about the Pharisees or tax collectors when he refers to sick people (verse 31)? We believe the Pharisees would say that tax collectors are sick and that Jesus would say the Pharisees are sick 
· Awkward and sometimes transformational moments at the table:
· Jean: Volunteers were expected to sick with dinner guests at the community supper program in downtown Grand Rapids. This was also encouraged at MAP Supper House. 
· Family reunions: There are some relatives you just don’t want to engage.
· Having dinner with Family Promise guests while we served at Lake Harbor.
· Chaperoning a High School mission trip to Idlewild near Baldwin, helping the kids serve dinner, and finding that they were expected to eat with the guests. Idlewild was the third resort in America catering to Black visitors.
· Pastor Mary had a similar youth mission trip experience when she was young.
-------------------------------------------

March 16, 2025: “Let Your Hair Down” 

2nd Sunday in Lent, Scouting Sunday
Scripture: Luke 7: 36-50 (NIRV)

A Sinful Woman Pours Perfume on Jesus
36 One of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him. So he went to the Pharisee’s house. He took his place at the table. 37 There was a woman in that town who had lived a sinful life. She learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house. So she came there with a special jar of perfume. 38 She stood behind Jesus and cried at his feet. And she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair. She kissed them and poured perfume on them.
39 The Pharisee who had invited Jesus saw this. He said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him. He would know what kind of woman she is. She is a sinner!”
40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”
“Tell me, teacher,” he said.
41 “Two people owed money to a certain lender. One owed him 500 silver coins. The other owed him 50 silver coins. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back. So he let them go without paying. Which of them will love him more?”
43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who owed the most money.”
“You are right,” Jesus said.
44 Then he turned toward the woman. He said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water to wash my feet. But she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss. But this woman has not stopped kissing my feet since I came in. 46 You did not put any olive oil on my head. But she has poured this perfume on my feet. 47 So I tell you this. Her many sins have been forgiven. She has shown that she understands this by her great acts of love. But whoever has been forgiven only a little loves only a little.”
48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
49 The other guests began to talk about this among themselves. They said, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”
50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”
Synopsis: Jesus is anointed at Simon the Pharisees’ home during a meal. We don’t know when or how this woman encountered Jesus prior to this moment, nor do we know how Simon responds to Jesus’ works of kindness and forgiveness.  Her boldness is an act of loving faith that challenges the status quo.

Felt need: To be honest about our need for salvation and bold in showing our love for Jesus 
Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 

Activity: 

Media possibilities:
· “LUMO – The Gospel of Luke 7:36-50.” Length: 2:58. Cost: Free? Web license: Probably. Visual liturgy. Comments: This portrayal is smaller and more intimate meal than we had pictured in our heads.  
· “Jesus Forgives Sinful Woman.” Length: 2:57. Cost Free. Web license: Yes. A rich man invites Jesus to a nice dinner. A crying woman who has lived a bad life runs in to Jesus. To please him she washes his feel with perfume. Jesus says the person who owes the most money will be the most grateful when the debt is forgiven.
· “Woman Sinner Forgiven.” Length: 2:54. Cost: Free. Web license: Probably. Jesus is a guest at Simon the Pharisee house. A woman of bad reputation pushes in to see Him and while condemned by the Pharisees, Jesus forgives and frees her. 
Music: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (UMH 121); Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy (UMH 340)
Children’s Time: 
Social media: 

Related articles: 

Discussion points:

· In biblical times, foot washing was a common custom of hospitality in Palestinian homes. It was a way to welcome guests who wore sandals and walked on dusty roads.
· The woman: How did she get to the banquet? It is easy to make assumptions about why she was described as sinful. Unclean – slightly less so than a leper. It seems unlikely that the host wants the neighbors seeing her there.
· Jesus gives the Pharisees a lesson in priorities.
·  Those in Judgement/weighing sin: What right do we have to say that one sin is worse than another?

· “Your sins are forgiven” gets Jesus into trouble on a recurring basis. Did Jesus tell her that her sins were forgiven because she washed his feet or because she believed in him?
-------------------------------------------

March 23, 2025: “Slow Down and Tune In” (adapted from the WDS series “Busy”) 

3rd Sunday in Lent
Scripture: Luke 10: 38-42 (NIRV)

Jesus at the Home of Martha and Mary
38 Jesus and his disciples went on their way. Jesus came to a village where a woman named Martha lived. She welcomed him into her home. 39 She had a sister named Mary. Mary sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was busy with all the things that had to be done. She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, my sister has left me to do the work by myself. Don’t you care? Tell her to help me!”
41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered. “You are worried and upset about many things. 42 But few things are needed. Really, only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better. And it will not be taken away from her.”
Synopsis: Martha was busy. Mary chose to be still, to tune in to Jesus. It’s not bad to prepare and work, but the busyness can impede our need for times of connection to God. Tuning in may mean setting the immediate aside and taking time to notice how God is beckoning to dwell with us a while. What contemplative practices can feed and nourish our active lives? 
Felt need: To remember the “better part” and spend time with God

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 

Activity: 

Media possibilities: “Martha: The Book of Luke.” Length: 4:34 (when trimmed). Cost: Free. Web license. Yes. Martha tells of the time Jesus chastised her and offers a possible ending to that story. Comment: We did not watch this together, but it is very well done.
Music: Give Me Jesus, Take My Life (UMH 399), Be Thou My Vision (UMH 451), Come and Find the Quiet Center (FWS 2128), Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus (UMH 349)
Children’s Time: 
Social media: 

Related articles: 

Discussion points:

· Luke includes more stories with women than any other gospel writer. The Gospel of John tells us Mary, Martha, and Lazarus were close friends with Jesus. They were also well off.

· Cultural expectations: This passage is targeted at women

· Words that come to mind when we hear about this pair of sisters? Mary: lazy, social butterfly, listener; like my sister at family gatherings. Martha: worker, responsible, doer, fretting over guests; like me at family gatherings.
· Hard to hear: “Calm down! Everything will be alright.” Is someone else going to help?
· Resentment

· Jesus gives Martha permission to do sit and listen, the same as a disciple. She can live in the moment and prioritize her faith. He extends that same invitation to us.

· Marcia McFee’s Busy series: There is value in spending time connecting with God. How can we make that a priority? Manage expectations?

· Retirement can help us change priorities as there is more time. Does it change other people’s expectations?
-----------------------------------------------------

March 30, 2025: “Keeping Up Appearances”
4th Sunday in Lent, UMCOR Sunday

Scripture: Luke 11: 37-54 (NIRV)

Six Warnings
37 Jesus finished speaking. Then a Pharisee invited him to eat with him. So Jesus went in and took his place at the table. 38 But the Pharisee was surprised. He noticed that Jesus did not wash before the meal.
39 Then the Lord spoke to him. “You Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish,” he said. “But inside you are full of greed and evil. 40 You foolish people! Didn’t the one who made the outside make the inside also? 41 Give freely to poor people to show what is inside you. Then everything will be clean for you.
42 “How terrible it will be for you Pharisees! You give God a tenth of your garden plants, such as mint and rue. But you have forgotten to be fair and to love God. You should have practiced the last things without failing to do the first.
43 “How terrible for you Pharisees! You love the most important seats in the synagogues. You love having people greet you with respect in the market.
44 “How terrible for you! You are like graves that are not marked. People walk over them without knowing it.”
45 An authority on the law spoke to Jesus. He said, “Teacher, when you say things like that, you say bad things about us too.”
46 Jesus replied, “How terrible for you authorities on the law! You put such heavy loads on people that they can hardly carry them. But you yourselves will not lift one finger to help them.
47 “How terrible for you! You build tombs for the prophets. It was your people of long ago who killed them. 48 So you show that you agree with what your people did long ago. They killed the prophets, and now you build the prophets’ tombs. 49 So God in his wisdom said, ‘I will send prophets and apostles to them. They will kill some. And they will try to hurt others.’ 50 So the people of today will be punished. They will pay for all the prophets’ blood spilled since the world began. 51 I mean from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah. He was killed between the altar and the temple. Yes, I tell you, the people of today will be punished for all these things.
52 “How terrible for you authorities on the law! You have taken away the key to the door of knowledge. You yourselves have not entered. And you have stood in the way of those who were entering.”
53 When Jesus went outside, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law strongly opposed him. They threw a lot of questions at him. 54 They set traps for him. They wanted to catch him in something he might say.
Synopsis: Jesus offers indictments against those who have power, especially those who are leaders in the religious community. These seven “woes” expose hypocrisy that can consume us inside if we’re not attentive to our need to cultivate humility and see ourselves as standing in need of God’s forgiveness and grace.    
Felt need: To check ourselves and remain humble in heart and life

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 
Activity: 
Media possibilities: “The Pharisee: The Book of Luke.” Length: From 8:40 – 11:00(?). Cost: Free. Web license: Yes. A pharisee reflects on Jesus’ teachings. Comment: Favorite line – The Pharisee describes Jesus dressing down the Pharisees like watching a train wreck in slow motion. He was both fascinated and horrified. After all, he was also being condemned. 
Music: What Does the Lord Require of You (FWS 2174)

Children’s Time: Woes (Pharisees) vs. Whoa (Jesus)
Social media: 

Related articles: 

Discussion points:

· Jesus turns the tables on the Pharisees. They notice he didn’t wash before eating. He notices their hypocrisy.
· Seating arrangements and guests:
· Round tables encourage more conversation than oblong ones.
· Two cruise ship couples who gave the waiter a very hard time about being seated in the corner of the dining room.

· Awkward meals:

· A (rude) cruise ship guest who whistled twice to get the waitstaff’s attention. 

· Some guests shouldn’t sit next to each other if they can’t find a civil way to converse, e.g. Karen Booth’s dad and their neighbor’s sister, Cookie, discussing politics at Thanksgiving.

· Jean’s (former) brother-in-law who had a way of dissing family members during nice restaurant dinners.
· Pastor Mary is from a non-emotive family so it was quite overwhelming when the Ivanov family got into a very loud, emotional discussion (not in English) at dinner when Ana was a baby.
-----------------------------------------------------

April 6, 2025: “Extending the Table” or “RSVP” 
5th Sunday in Lent 

NOTE: Pastor Mary may be on vacation (Spring Break).

Scripture: Luke 14: 1-24 (NIRV)
Jesus Eats at a Pharisee’s House
14 One Sabbath day, Jesus went to eat in the house of a well-known Pharisee. While he was there, he was being carefully watched. 2 In front of him was a man whose body was badly swollen. 3 Jesus turned to the Pharisees and the authorities on the law. He asked them, “Is it breaking the Law to heal on the Sabbath day?” 4 But they remained silent. So Jesus took hold of the man and healed him. Then he sent him away.
5 He asked them another question. He said, “Suppose one of you has a child or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day. Wouldn’t you pull it out right away?” 6 And they had nothing to say.
7 Jesus noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table. So he told them a story. 8 He said, “Suppose someone invites you to a wedding feast. Do not take the place of honor. A person more important than you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host who invited both of you will come to you. He will say, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then you will be filled with shame. You will have to take the least important place. 10 But when you are invited, take the lowest place. Then your host will come over to you. He will say, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honored in front of all the other guests. 11 All those who lift themselves up will be made humble. And those who make themselves humble will be lifted up.”
12 Then Jesus spoke to his host. “Suppose you give a lunch or a dinner,” he said. “Do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, or your relatives, or your rich neighbors. If you do, they may invite you to eat with them. So you will be paid back. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite those who are poor. Also invite those who can’t see or walk. 14 Then you will be blessed. Your guests can’t pay you back. But you will be paid back when those who are right with God rise from the dead.”
The Story of the Great Banquet
15 One of the people at the table with Jesus heard him say those things. So he said to Jesus, “Blessed is the one who will eat at the feast in God’s kingdom.”
16 Jesus replied, “A certain man was preparing a great banquet. He invited many guests. 17 Then the day of the banquet arrived. He sent his servant to those who had been invited. The servant told them, ‘Come. Everything is ready now.’
18 “But they all had the same idea. They began to make excuses. The first one said, ‘I have just bought a field. I have to go and see it. Please excuse me.’
19 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five pairs of oxen. I’m on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’
20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’
21 “The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry. He ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the town. Bring in those who are poor. Also bring those who can’t see or walk.’
22 “ ‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done. But there is still room.’
23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads. Go out to the country lanes. Make the people come in. I want my house to be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those people who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.’ ”
Synopsis: We want the best seat at the table, but Jesus invites us to make room and offer hospitality to others as an act of grace - and encourages us to be humble, generous, and responsive as we approach our spiritual lives.  
Felt need: To accept God’s invitation to participate in the Kingdom of God

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 
Activity: Holy Communion

Media possibilities: “Whenever You Have a Banquet.” Length: 1:17. Cost: $6.99. Two people are encouraged to invite the “poor, crippled, blind, and lame” to a benefit banquet. Comments: This invites us to consider who would expect an invitation and who might be most appreciative. Might not be worth $7.
Music: Gather Us In (FWS 2236), Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (UMH 581), Amazing Grace (UMH 378), O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing (UMH 57), Humble Thyself in the Sight of the Lord (FWS 2131)
Children’s Time: “I Cannot Come to the Banquet.” Length: 2:29. Cost: Free. Web license: Not sure. Jean remembers this song being taught to Sunday School kids during her time in Lowell in the 1960’s. Hilarious use of Legos.
Social media: 

Related articles: 

Discussion points:
· The invitation is for all. Why do some say, “no, thank you”? Does it depend on who else will be there? Do some people expect to be invited? Excluded?
· Loosely related – Jim’s joke: 
Three men die and go to heaven. St. Peter meets them at the pearly gates. 

He says to the first man, "Welcome to Heaven! Back on Earth, what denomination were you?" 

The first man says, "I was a devout Presbyterian". 

St. Peter says, "Excellent! Then go to door 10, but when you pass door number 2, be very quiet." 

He then asks the second man, "When you were on Earth, what denomination were you?" 

The second man replies, "I was the pastor of my Methodist church!" 

St. Peter says, "Wonderful! Make your way to door 6, but when you pass door 2, be very quiet." 

St. Peter asks the last man, "What denomination were you on Earth?" 

The man says, "I was Lutheran. Part of the Missouri Synod." 

St. Peter says, "You know the drill. Go to door 12, but be very quiet when you pass door 2." 

The last man says, "Why is it we need to be so quiet when we go past door 2?" 

St. Peter replies, "Because that's where the Catholics are and they think they're the only ones here." 

· Luke was the only Gentile gospel writer. His view of religious authority was very negative.
-----------------------------------------------------

April 13, 2025: “Cries of the Heart” 

Palm & Passion Sunday 

Scripture: Luke 19: 28-40 (NIRV, also use Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29)
Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King
28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead. He was going up to Jerusalem. 29 He approached Bethphage and Bethany. The hill there was called the Mount of Olives. Jesus sent out two of his disciples. He said to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you. As soon as you get there, you will find a donkey’s colt tied up. No one has ever ridden it. Untie it and bring it here. 31 Someone may ask you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ If so, say, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ”
32 Those who were sent ahead went and found the young donkey. It was there just as Jesus had told them. 33 They were untying the colt when its owners came. The owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?”
34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.”
35 Then the disciples brought the colt to Jesus. They threw their coats on the young donkey and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went along, people spread their coats on the road.
37 Jesus came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives. There the whole crowd of disciples began to praise God with joy. In loud voices they praised him for all the miracles they had seen. They shouted,
38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” (Psalm 118:26)
“May there be peace and glory in the highest heaven!”
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd spoke to Jesus. “Teacher,” they said, “tell your disciples to stop!”
40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”
Scripture: Luke 23: 32-43 (NIRV)

32 Two other men were also led out with Jesus to be killed. Both of them had broken the law. 33 The soldiers brought them to the place called the Skull. There they nailed Jesus to the cross. He hung between the two criminals. One was on his right and one was on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them. They don’t know what they are doing.” The soldiers divided up his clothes by casting lots.
35 The people stood there watching. The rulers even made fun of Jesus. They said, “He saved others. Let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.”
36 The soldiers also came up and poked fun at him. They offered him wine vinegar. 37 They said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”
38 A written sign had been placed above him. It read, “This is the King of the Jews.”
39 One of the criminals hanging there made fun of Jesus. He said, “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself! Save us!”
40 But the other criminal scolded him. “Don’t you have any respect for God?” he said. “Remember, you are under the same sentence of death. 41 We are being punished fairly. We are getting just what our actions call for. But this man hasn’t done anything wrong.”
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
43 Jesus answered him, “What I’m about to tell you is true. Today you will be with me in paradise.”
Synopsis: From excited expectation of the crowds to a persistent plea from a common criminal, we walk with Jesus in highest joy and deepest sorrow as he is hailed as a part of a protest-parade and then as things move quickly to his arrest, trial, and death.  We’re invited to hear the heart cries of the people Jesus encounters - and add our own heart cries as we journey all the way.  

Felt need: To offer our heart’s cry to Jesus and engage in this Holy Week

Visuals: Palm branches

Hands-on item: Palm branches. We will need to find a new source for palm branches as LeFleur has closed. Online: $29.99/100 palm buds plus shipping ($30?) or at Concordia Supply: $24.99/100 palm buds plus shipping ($18)
Activity: 

Media possibilities: 

· “The Gospel According to Peter: Palm Sunday.” Length: 2:56. Cost: $18.00. Web license: Yes. Peter recounts the work and miracles of Jesus that led up to Palm Sunday and shares that Jesus had bigger eyes for a deeper mission than the disciples could imagine. His excitement for what comes next will draw people into the story of that triumphal entry and set you up to teach. 
Music: Hosanna, Loud Hosanna (UMH 278), All Glory, Laud and Honor (UMH 280), Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley (FWS 2112); Jesus, Remember Me (UMH 488)

Children’s Time: 


Social media: 

Related articles: 

Discussion points:

· What does our heart cry out for? Do we want someone to save us (palm reading – Hosanna! Save us!)? Do we want Jesus to remember us (Luke 23 – criminal – Remember me!)

· Pastor Mary knew a hospice worker who would ask her patients who were agitated and/or confused, “Do you want Jesus to remember you?” That was easier to answer than other questions of faith. It was relational.

· We don’t normally include the crucifixion story on Palm Sunday. The thief cried out to Jesus. Related monologue: “A Thief’s Best Day.” Actors: 1. Length: 2-3 minutes. Cost: $14.99. A monologue exploring the miracle of forgiveness Jesus offered the criminal on the cross —the same miraculous gift Christ offers us to accept in faith today.
· Jim wondered how the conversation might have gone between the penitent thief and Saint Peter at the gates of heaven. Did the thief need a reference to get in? “The man on the cross said I could come.”
-----------------------------------------------------

April 17, 2025: “One Who Serves” 

Holy Thursday 

Scripture: Luke 22: 1-27 (NIRV)
22 The Feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was near. 2 The chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for a way to get rid of Jesus. They were afraid of the people. 3 Then Satan entered Judas, who was called Iscariot. Judas was one of the 12 disciples. 4 He went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard. He talked with them about how he could hand Jesus over to them. 5 They were delighted and agreed to give him money. 6 Judas accepted their offer. He watched for the right time to hand Jesus over to them. He wanted to do it when no crowd was around.
The Last Supper
7 Then the day of Unleavened Bread came. That was the time the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John on ahead. “Go,” he told them. “Prepare for us to eat the Passover meal.”
9 “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked.
10 Jesus replied, “When you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house he enters. 11 Then say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks, “Where is the guest room? Where can I eat the Passover meal with my disciples?” ’ 12 He will show you a large upstairs room with furniture already in it. Prepare for us to eat there.”
13 Peter and John left. They found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover meal.
14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles took their places at the table. 15 He said to them, “I have really looked forward to eating this Passover meal with you. I wanted to do this before I suffer. 16 I tell you, I will not eat the Passover meal again until it is celebrated in God’s kingdom.”
17 After Jesus took the cup, he gave thanks. He said, “Take this cup and share it among yourselves. 18 I tell you, I will not drink wine with you again until God’s kingdom comes.”
19 Then Jesus took bread. He gave thanks and broke it. He handed it to them and said, “This is my body. It is given for you. Every time you eat it, do this in memory of me.”
20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup. He said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. It is poured out for you. 21 But someone here is going to hand me over to my enemies. His hand is with mine on the table. 22 The Son of Man will go to his death, just as God has already decided. But how terrible it will be for the one who hands him over!” 23 The apostles began to ask one another about this. They wondered which one of them would do it.
24 They also started to argue. They disagreed about which of them was thought to be the most important person. 25 Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles hold power over their people. And those who order them around call themselves Protectors. 26 But you must not be like that. Instead, the most important among you should be like the youngest. The one who rules should be like the one who serves. 27 Who is more important? Is it the one at the table, or the one who serves? Isn’t it the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 
Synopsis: Jesus is eager to share a meal with his closest followers before he goes to the cross. He models servanthood and invites them to remember their call to serve in his name. 
Felt need: To hear and heed Jesus’ call to servant leadership

Visuals: 
Hands-on item: 
Activity: Finger food potluck before the service, Footwashing and handwashing, Holy Communion, Prayer vigil (set up beginning in mid-March)
Media possibilities: We only watched the third video as a group.
· “The Gospel According to Peter: Last Supper.” Length: 3:45. Cost: $18.00. Web license: Yes. Peter’s lighthearted story recounting the Passover turns to confusion about the words Jesus shared and what He did during the meal. Peter finally asks, “Where is Jesus going?” setting up an opportunity for you to teach on the Last Supper.
· “Easter Upside Down: Mary of Bethany.” Length: 2:55. Cost: $18.00. Web license: Yes. The woman who poured her expensive perfume on Jesus’ feet, washing them with her hair and tears, shares the story of Jesus that she witnessed. Remembering how he invited women, along with the men, to hear His teachings about God’s Kingdom, she rejoices in the fact that He is the Messiah and was worthy of being anointed.
· “The Road to Easter: The Road to the Last Supper.” Length: 2:22. Cost: $18.00. Web license: Yes. As Jesus and the disciples gathered for what would be the last supper, debates erupted over who would be at His right hand. But as this stunning video reminds us, rather than place anyone in authority, Jesus bowed down to wash the feet of His disciples and issued a mandate that we all must love one another as He has loved us. Comments: Betty scale: 5 out of 5 stars.
· The following videos are all similar in that they all depict the sacrament.
· “The Last Supper.” Length: 1:52. Cost: $11.98. Web license: Yes. Luke 22: 7-23.
· “Lord’s Supper.” Length: 4:46. Cost: $15.00. Web license: Yes.

· “Today We Remember.” Length: 1:30. Cost: $19.99. Web license: Yes. 

· “Communion.” Length: 2:22. Cost: $19.99. Web license: Yes. 1 Cor. 11: 23-26.

· “Lord’s Supper.” Length: 1:53. Cost: $15.00. Web license: No.
Music: Make Me a Servant (FWS 2176), Jesu, Jesu (UMH 432); Come to the Table of Grace (WS 3168); What Wondrous Love Is This (UMH 292), O How He Loves You and Me (FWS 2108)

Children’s Time: 

Social media: 

Related articles: “The Setting of the Last Supper: A Triclinium” 
Discussion points: 
· Big questions: How would you spend your last meal? What would you eat? Who would share it with you? What would you talk about? What advice would you share? – Jean’s mom said, “Enjoy your life.” Would you tell stories of your early life and how they shaped where you are now? Consider sharing some of these ideas in a video.
· Before Karen had surgery to get a port to treat her breast cancer, Karen and Jim went out for a small, intimate dinner to discuss important stuff, knowing nothing would ever be the same. They said they would be there for each other no matter what happened.
· The Art of Gathering explain how sharing stories and toasts creates intimacy. It suggests creating a temporary alternate world, so that it is easier to be fully present with each other. How might we use these two ideas at the finger food potluck? Cater the meal? Nice table settings, candles, etc.? Ask people to share their answers to the big questions? 
· Rules for a creating temporary alternate world (p. 136 of The Art of Gathering):
· You must be present for the who event.
· Turn off technology (unless it directly relates to the day).
· Agree to be present and engaged in the group and what’s going on.
· One conversation at meals.
· Be game for anything.
· Only John includes the footwashing in his gospel. We’ll still offer footwashing.
-----------------------------------------------------

April 18, 2025: Good Friday - Community UMC in North Muskegon 

-----------------------------------------------------

April 20, 2025: “Look for the Living” 

Easter Sunday 
Scripture: Luke 24: 1-12, (NIRV, also use Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24)

Jesus Rises From the Dead
24 It was very early in the morning on the first day of the week. The women took the spices they had prepared. Then they went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from it. 3 When they entered the tomb, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 They were wondering about this. Suddenly two men in clothes as bright as lightning stood beside them. 5 The women were terrified. They bowed down with their faces to the ground. Then the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 Jesus is not here! He has risen! Remember how he told you he would rise. It was while he was still with you in Galilee. 7 He said, ‘The Son of Man must be handed over to sinful people. He must be nailed to a cross. On the third day he will rise from the dead.’ ” 8 Then the women remembered Jesus’ words.
9 They came back from the tomb. They told all these things to the 11 apostles and to all the others. 10 Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them were the ones who told the apostles. 11 But the apostles did not believe the women. Their words didn’t make any sense to them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb. He bent over and saw the strips of linen lying by themselves. Then he went away, wondering what had happened.
Synopsis: What no one thought was possible happened.  The women who went to the tomb to care for Jesus in death found a word of life and hope.  Even though it seemed like “you had to be there” to believe it, the good news of resurrection spread, and we can rejoice and be glad!  
Felt need: To claim the joy of resurrection and hope of eternal life in Jesus

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 
Activity: 
Media possibilities: 

· “The Gospel According to Peter: Easter Sunday.” Length: 2:57. Cost: $18.00. Web license: Yes. Peter shares an energetic recap of the first Easter morning, remembering the race to the empty tomb. His lesson on Jewish culture and the master’s napkin explains the significance of the grave clothes left behind, folded in a way that means the Master is coming back. Comments: Including the story of the master’s napkin connects it to our “Dinner with Jesus” series.
· “Spoken Word: Risen.” Length: 3:04. Cost: $19.98. Web license: Yes. This powerful Easter short film features a spoken word poem describing how Jesus' resurrection impacts our every day lives. Modern visuals depict our struggles with distraction, anxiety and condemnation, contrasted with encouragement that because He lives, we can dance in the radiance of our redeeming savior. 
· “The Risen Way.” Length: 3:36. Cost: We own it. Last used April 2017. Web license: No. Remind your community that the power of the resurrection is the same power that can help them to overcome loss, defeat, doubt, and death.
· “Alive with Hope.” Length: 2:05. Cost: Free. Web license: No. We once walked in despair and defeat, but through the death and resurrection of Jesus, we can walk in hope, knowing that God’s light has overcome the darkness.
· “This Is Resurrection.” Length: 2:33. Cost: We own it. Last used 4/22. Web license: Yes? This is Resurrection uniquely brings together those who have doubts and those who are certain about faith, showing us that resurrection is more than just a story to believe in- it’s something that happens every day.
Music: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today (UMH 302); He Lives (UMH 310); Up from the Grave He Arose (UMH 322); Crown Him with Many Crowns (UMH 327); Because He Lives (UMH 364), In the Garden (UMH 314) 
Children’s Time: 

Social media: 

Related articles:

Discussion points:


NOTE: Sunrise Service will most likely be at Mona Lake Boating Club.

-----------------------------------------------------

April 27, 2025: “Jesus, Our True Companion” 

2nd Sunday of Easter
Scripture: Luke 24: 13-35 (NIRV) 

On the Road to Emmaus
13 That same day two of Jesus’ followers were going to a village called Emmaus. It was about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked about those things, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them. 16 But God kept them from recognizing him.
17 Jesus asked them, “What are you talking about as you walk along?”
They stood still, and their faces were sad. 18 One of them was named Cleopas. He said to Jesus, “Are you the only person visiting Jerusalem who doesn’t know? Don’t you know about the things that have happened there in the last few days?”
19 “What things?” Jesus asked.
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet. He was powerful in what he said and did in the sight of God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed Jesus over to be sentenced to death. They nailed him to a cross. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one who was going to set Israel free. Also, it is the third day since all this happened. 22 Some of our women amazed us too. Early this morning they went to the tomb. 23 But they didn’t find his body. So they came and told us what they had seen. They saw angels, who said Jesus was alive. 24 Then some of our friends went to the tomb. They saw it was empty, just as the women had said. They didn’t see Jesus’ body there.”
25 Jesus said to them, “How foolish you are! How long it takes you to believe all that the prophets said! 26 Didn’t the Messiah have to suffer these things and then receive his glory?” 27 Jesus explained to them what was said about himself in all the Scriptures. He began with Moses and all the Prophets.
28 They approached the village where they were going. Jesus kept walking as if he were going farther. 29 But they tried hard to keep him from leaving. They said, “Stay with us. It is nearly evening. The day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
30 He joined them at the table. Then he took bread and gave thanks. He broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. But then he disappeared from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “He explained to us what the Scriptures meant. Weren’t we excited as he talked with us on the road?”
33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the 11 disciples and those with them. They were all gathered together. 34 They were saying, “It’s true! The Lord has risen! He has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then the two of them told what had happened to them on the way. They told how they had recognized Jesus when he broke the bread.
Synopsis: The word “companion” means “one who breaks bread with another.”  Jesus’ presence is fully realized when he breaks bread with those who are walking home from Jerusalem, and they go back and share their experience with others.  In the sacrament of Holy Communion and in the sacramental moments of our lives, Christ is present. 
Felt need: To experience Jesus around the table when we share meals together

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 
Activity: 
Media possibilities: “Our Risen Savior: Road to Emmaus.” Length: 5:18. Cost: $18.00. Web license: Yes. Two disciples reflect on walking and talking with Jesus on the Road to Emmaus after His resurrection. They might bicker and take a few rabbit trails as they remember that day, but the burning in their hearts lives on. Comments: Good message. It would be nice to end the video sooner. We can purchase it as a script and edit it to better fit the message in our context. Cost: $11.99. Actors: 2. Length: Edit to 5 minutes or less.
Music: Open My Eyes, That I May See (UMH 454), Christ Beside Me (FWS 2166); Come, Share the Lord (FWS 2269), Abide with Me (UMH 700), Open the Eyes of My Heart; Open Our Eyes, Lord (FWS 2086)
Children’s Time: 

Social media: 

Related articles:

Discussion points:

-----------------------------------------------------

May 5, 2025 at 10:00 a.m.: “Gathered at the Table” 

3rd Sunday of Easter, Children’s Sunday with Glenys Nellist 
Scripture: I Corinthians 10: 16-17 (NIRV)
16 We give thanks for the cup at the Lord’s Supper. When we do, aren’t we sharing in the blood of Christ? When we break the bread, aren’t we sharing in the body of Christ? 17 Just as there is one loaf, so we who are many are one body. We all share the one loaf.

Synopsis: Ever since Jesus shared bread and wine with his disciples, Christians all around the world gather to celebrate Communion so they can remember Jesus too. The bread reminds us of Jesus’ body. The wine reminds us of Jesus’ blood.
Felt need: To reflect on the mystery of Holy Communion

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: Book for each family

Written in both prose and poetry, Gathered at the Table engages children as it begins with the example set by Jesus at the Last Supper in Jerusalem and shows readers that even though there are many ways to take communion, the meaning is the same: in Communion, we remember Jesus.

Activity: 
Media possibilities: “The Table.” Length: 1:44. Cost: We own it. Last used 12/5/21. Web license: Yes? The table is more than a place to eat- it’s a central location for much of our lives. Here you will find peace, love, nourishment, and thankfulness. Comments: We like this. 

Music: 
Children’s Time: 

Social media: 

Related articles:

Discussion points:



