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All Church Worship Brainstorming Summary
“Do Unto Others”
Tuesday, December 10, 2024
January 19 – February 23, 2025 (6 weeks) 
Members present: David Booth, Vicki Zuker, Carole Koch, Pastor Mary, Sue Baranowski, Ed Baranowski, Jean Kelly, Kathy Luckett, Karen Post, Jim Post, Marie Kordecki, Bob Keim, Karen Booth, Mark Erbes
------------------------------------------------------------------
“The worship we hope to develop will be rooted in Scripture, centered on Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit. It will be relevant to local and emerging culture, while addressing the needs of believers and unbelievers alike. Above all, it will intentionally engage people physically, emotionally, intellectually, and soulfully.”
Ruth Pyman (usher)What physical, emotional, intellectual, or spiritual need are we addressing in this service so that worship is engaging and a means of making disciples?  What question needs to be posed/answered so that we are making disciples? 
------------------------------------------------------------------
2025 Theme: Living in the Light of Jesus 
Inspiration: Light of the World by Lauren Daigle
Key verse: When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. 
– John 8:12
Synopsis: Jesus taught that we should treat others as we want them to treat us – including those with whom we disagree. Known as The Golden Rule, a version of this teaching can be found in almost every religion in the world. This holds the power to bring people together again. And this is one of the most important things we can proclaim right now.
2025 theme connection: The call to live in the light of the world, is a call to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Social Justice Issue for January 2025: Human trafficking - prevention
Social Justice Issue for February 2025: Healthcare - a human right
Noisy offering for January 2025: Supper House 
Noisy offering for February 2025: Souper Bowl of Caring (Hand2Hand/MAP Food Pantry)
Resource: 
· Marcia McFee (and the Church of the Resurrection): Our world seems to be consumed with division – often typified in the colors red and blue. Rather than stay in our monochromatic silos, the Golden Rule in Scripture challenges us to engage in conversation and seek to create whatever common good we can with our relatives, friends, and neighbors who we might consider to be on the “other side” politically and ideologically. As we attempt to come together, the idea is not that we are obliterating either one or trying to change each other, but rather we discover the beauty that can be created when we work together to make the world a better place. The “purple space” is where we cultivate kindness, compassion, humility, respect, and love for one another and for the good of all the world, no matter what. Just as water reflects the face, so one human heart reflects another. – Proverbs 27:19
More from Marcia McFee:
· We are called to gather around the Light of Christ and remember how Jesus called together friends and foes and offered the grace and love of God indiscriminately. 
· Caring for one another, as persons not positions, is at the core of our faith. Question: Does “position” refer to opinions or roles? Probably some of both.
· Social media posts for series
From others:
· “Be Still and Come Out of Your Shell: To heal divides, God want to bring us out from hiding.” Sandra McCracken, April 22, 2024 | Christianity Today
· Adam Hamilton Interview – Do Unto Others – Collaboration with Worship Design Studio. Comments: Karen Booth highly recommends watching this 38-minute conversation. Highlights: 
· Hamilton explains how he makes people on both side feel understood before preaching his message. Caveat: He takes about 35 minutes each Sunday for this.
· Hamilton argues that when polls show fairly even political divides (52-48 at the time of the conversation), people are probably in greater agreement than they realize.

· Stories of how this series changed minds and mended relationships.

· This series is part of a 10-year strategy. Every two years, there is a similar series that coincides with the election.
· The Kindness Campaign by Resurrection Church
· The Lockhorns cartoon, 11-24-24 (top of page 3)
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“Ding-Dong! The Witch Is Misunderstood” by Paul Marchbanks. “Wicked” calls our judgments into question. Christianity Today, 11-27-24. Related movie: “Wicked.” Misunderstood because of her green skin, a young woman named Elphaba forges an unlikely but profound friendship with Glinda, a student with an unflinching desire for popularity. Following an encounter with the Wizard of Oz, their relationship soon reaches a crossroad as their lives begin to take very different paths.
· “Peaceful Preaching in a Polarized World: Why I’ve changed my mind about bringing politics to the pulpit, and six ways I try to do it well.” By Krish Kandiah, Christianity Today, November 14, 2024. Key principles:
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Be led by Scripture, not culture.

· Be pastoral, not partisan.

· Be curious, not furious.

· Be a creator, not a complainer.

· Be a peacemaker, not a pot-stirrer.

· Be media-savvy, not media-fodder.
Anchor image/visuals: 
· Red/blue/purple heart
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Use weekly theme words. Peace needs to be added to the graphic shown here.

· Red, blue, and purple paint swirls
· Other paint techniques:

· Pendulum painting
· Chain-pulling painting
· Fork fluid painting
· Funnel pour painting
· Fabric – tie dyed, woven, banners 
· Sanctuary: We are leaning towards leaving up the trees with nothing but lights for this series. Replace the starry night background with red, blue, and purple fabric.
· A note about purple: It is inaccurate to characterize people solely by their political beliefs and label them red or blue. The color purple comes from mixing red and blue. From a distance, a smattering of red and blue dots appear as purple. Fiona André, author of Study: Evangelical Churches Aren’t Particularly Political  offers a helpful definition of “purple congregations” as a church in which both political parties are represented in the pews.
Hands-on item: Most of the following are found on the Campaign for Kindness website.
· Pastor Mary’s colleague may have some buttons left from their series.

· Stickers – heart logo

· Conversation cards

· 30 Acts of Kindness in 30 Days
· The Dignity Index

· T-shirt with the “Do Unto Others” heart logo 
Music: We will definitely use the music marked with an asterisk.
· *Christ Has Broken Down the Wall by Mark Miller (in Worship & Song 3122)
· https://www.jwpepper.com/sheet-music/media-player.jsp?&type=audio&productID=10189758
· *Come And Tear Down The Walls by Common Hymnal
· Ubi Caritas (FWS 2179)
· What Does the Lord Require of You (FWS 2174)
· From a Distance – made famous by Bette Midler
· Jesus Loves You, and I’m Trying by Jason Gray
Series intros:

· “Some People Non-seasonal Invite.” Length: 1:39. Cost: Free with subscription. Web license: Yes. In a recent poll, 90% of people say they would come to church if they were invited. And even though some people are tough to be around, if we just invite them to church, they might just become a little easier to be around. Comments: We like this.
· “Do Unto Others” video trailer. Length: 1:00. Cost: Free. Web license: Yes. Dr. Marcia McFee and Worship Design Studio have collaborated with Resurrection, a United Methodist Church, to provide resources for churches to offer a message of kindness in this time of division.

Media:
· “Leap of Faith.” Full length movie. Twelve diverse Christian leaders find hope and fellowship at a series of boundary-breaking retreats in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Brought together by Michael Guler of The Colossian Forum, five women and seven men struggle with some of today’s most contentious issues. The divisions between them become apparent and test both their common belief in the universal importance of love and kindness and the bonds they build over the course of a year. Inspiring and provocative, LEAP OF FAITH explores whether we can disagree and still belong to each other in a divided world. Comments: Two of Pastor Mary’s colleagues are part of this very interesting movie.
· “The Wild Robot.” Full length movie. Shipwrecked on a deserted island, a robot named Roz must learn to adapt to its new surroundings. Building relationships with the native animals, Roz soon develops a parental bond with an orphaned gosling. Based on a middle-grade novel by Peter Brown. Comments: Luka recommended this for a Faith in Film series. Karen Booth read the book, a great example of how building relationships brings diverse individuals together.
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Children’s Time: Use scripts from WDS and adapt as needed. The scripts call for a bus to take the kids on tour with Jesus.
Activity: 
· [image: image6.jpg]


Muskegon Civic Theater production of “Godspell,” February 7 -22, 2025. When Godspell debuted in 1973, it was very controversial as Jesus is portrayed as a clown and his disciples as a clown troupe.

· Guided Journal to go with the first five weeks of the series.

Discussion points:

· Vicki found it appropriate that today’s Upper Room devotion focused on treating everyone with the same kindness and love we would show Christ.
· The series is a collaboration between Adam Hamilton, pastor of Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas, and Marcia McFee of the Worship Design Studio.

· Epiphany is extra long this year since Easter is on April 20.

· Webster’s word of the year is polarization. Is polarization something new? Has our country ever been fully united? Notes on close political divides:
· Adam Hamilton (p. 2) believes that close divides reveal that people are greater agreement than they think.

· Jim and Vicki don’t agree with Hamilton. They want others to believe like they do.

· Is it likely that we will change opinions? Change is hard. Related song from Jean: “Both Sides Now” by Joni Mitchell.

· This series is meant to challenge each one of us personally. Remember that we can’t change anyone else. We can change ourselves.
· Recent news: 

· A columnist received heavy reader backlash after he decried the killing of a health care executive.
· The schism within the UMC is another example of polarization. The split reveals a difference in how scripture and theology are interpreted differently by different people. The largest issue is around human sexuality. 

· John 13:34-35: Jesus’ command to “do unto others” (DUO) calls for action on the part of his followers. Disciples are known by their actions, not words. How did Jesus behave? Leisurely conversations, intimate personal relationships, compassionate responses, and passionate prayer.
· Some marginalized groups fear what might happen post-election. We need to be willing to listen to and understand their concerns. The church should be a place that looks different from the outside world.
-----------------------------------------------
January 19, 2025: “Blue and Red Make Purple: Kindness”
2nd Sunday after Epiphany, Rev. Dr. MLK, Jr. Day, Human Relations Day
NOTE: Inauguration Day is Jan. 20.
Scripture: Luke 6: 31-36 (NRSVUE)
(These are the words of Jesus.)
“Do to others as you would have them do to you. If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you expect to receive payment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. Instead, love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, for [God] is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your [Abba, God,] is merciful.”
Synopsis: Did you know that over 99% of our DNA is the same from one human to another? This surely makes us kin. The word kindness originally developed from a root word that meant “family” or “with the feeling of relatives for each other.” We begin this series considering the implications of spending so much of our time feeling estranged from, and resentful toward, those whose less than 1% moves them in a different direction from us. And we begin to dream of finding a “purple space” in [image: image7.png]


which to exchange goodness.
Felt need: To remember that we are more alike than different - and that we’re called to kindness (which also means that others are comfortable in our presence)
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Visuals: Journal image - DNA
Hands-on item:                          Fruit of the Spirit reminder
Activity:
Media possibilities: “Reflections of God’s Love.” Length: 1:41. Cost: Free. Every time we show love to those around us, we are reflecting who God is. Use this as encouragement for your congregation to show kindness, have hope, and hold tight to God’s love. 
Music: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (UMH 121), For the Healing of the Nations (UMH 428)
Children’s time:
Social media:
Resources:
Discussion points:

· Like a puppy, we can be good 99% of the time, but the 1% gets us in trouble. (Jim)
· When have we felt kindness? Do we accept it as sincere or wonder if the giver has ulterior motives?

· Bob’s God moment: Haley and Addy Chilson have been so kind. Addy makes pictures “To Bob, from Addy.” Jim had a similar moment in Meijer’s parking lot, when one of the girls spotted him and asked their grandma (Dena) if they could go over a say hello. This points to how the ministry of this church is key to cultivating trusting, loving relationships between children and adults.

· Ana expressed frustration over not being able to explain that now all church suck.
-----------------------------------------------
January 26, 2025: “The Polarization Within: Compassion”
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Scripture: Isaiah 11: 6-9 (NRSVUE)
The wolf shall live with the lamb;
    the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together,
    and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze;
    their young shall lie down together;
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy
    on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
    as the waters cover the sea.
Synopsis: Because we are complex beings living in a complex world, we sometimes deal with conflict within us in addition to the conflict between us. Research tells us that because we humans are desperate for a sense of cohesion and belonging in these confusing times, we are hanging onto ideological generalities instead of treating ourselves and each other with the compassion required to alleviate despair. Compassion grows when we are able to know ourselves and one another on a [image: image9.png]kindness.
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deeper level and act out of understanding.
Felt need: To be centered in compassion, which means “to suffer with,” and nurture a deeper sense of connection and belonging
Visuals: Journal image – stones 
Hands-on item:
Activity:
Media possibilities: 

· “Pushing My Buttons.” Length: 3:06. Cost: Free with subscription. Web license: Yes. It’s fair to say that most dads can relate to feeling like their kids are “pushing their buttons” on occasion… or maybe on a daily basis. This video teaches us how to appreciate the buttons, and, in doing so, reflect the nature of our loving, patient God. Comments: We can identify with this. Use it.
· “Father of Mercies.” Length: 1:20. Cost: Free with subscription. Praise the Father of mercies, the God of compassion. Who brings healing from our suffering, and salvation in our troubles. Based on 2 Corinthians 1:3-10. 
Music: Help Us Accept Each Other (UMH 560), Make Me a Channel of Your Peace (FWS 2171), Blest Be the Tie that Binds (UMH 557)
Children’s time:
Social media:
Resources:
Discussion points:
· Isaiah 11:6-9 is a description of the Kingdom of God.

· Lots of people are searching for a (compassionate, welcoming) church via social media. Jim often directs to Lake Harbor.

· What does compassion mean to you? Comfort. Caring. Understanding another’s pain.

· Why do we have a hard time being compassionate?

· We don’t know each other’s stories.

· We are stretched too thin caring for others.

· We are ourselves conflicted. Issues are almost always more complicated than we would like them to be. Emotions muddy the mix, especially in family situations.
· We are impatient, wanting to fix the problem right now. After all, we know what is best.

· Families: Sometimes the of same foundation can help. Other times, we just find it frustrating that we don’t see eye-to-eye.

· Lesson from “Pushing My Buttons”: We need to learn each other’s language.
-----------------------------------------------
February 2, 2025: “Listen More, Speak Less: Humility”
4th Sunday after Epiphany
Scripture: Ephesians 4: 1-6 (NRSVUE)
I, therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace: there is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and [Parent] of all, who is above all and through all and in all.
Synopsis: The root of the word “human” is the same as the word “humility.” It all means literal “on the ground.” From dust we came, and to dust we shall return. When we hear each other’s fears, anxieties, and pain, we can return to the ground of hope… that we are all experiencing the pains of being human. This week we remember to look first at our neighbor as a person, not a *position. Beginning conversations this way may help us to stay human and “on the ground” with one another rather than needing to co me out “on top.”            *In this instance, position refers to ideology.
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Felt need: To see one another as people - and as beloved children of God
Visuals: Journal image – dirt 
Hands-on item:
Activity: Holy Communion - use WDS liturgy
Media possibilities: “If My People.” Length: 0:51. Cost: Free. Web license: Probably. If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal their land. Based on 2 Chronicles 7:14. Comments: 1) There was some discussion that is the Prayer of Jabez. It is not as that prayer is found in 2 Chronicles 4: 9-10. 2) How is it that so many perfect looking people are in one video?
Music: Have Thine Own Way, Lord (UMH 382), Jesus Calls Us (UMH 398)
Children’s time:
Social media:
Resources:
Discussion points:

· Some people from the “Some People Non-seasonal Invite” video came to mind when talking about humility, i.e. the one-uppers. We need to see each other as people.

· “Dead Man Walking”: The nun had to try hard to see the prisoner as a person who God loves.

· What is humility? 

· A willingness to engage in, not avoid, hard relationships.
· Realizing what we need forgiveness for – which means admitting mistakes.
· Recognizing our character flaws and working to overcome them on a daily basis. Even the apostle Paul struggled with this.

· On a humorous note: Remember the song, “Lord, It’s Hard to Be Humble.”

· On a related note: Love is shown through actions, treating others with kindness. Humility is also demonstrated through actions like being patient, not (solely) words.
-----------------------------------------------
February 9, 2025: “Living Together on Uncommon Ground: Respect”
5th Sunday after Epiphany
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12: 1-26 (NRSVUE)
12 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be ignorant. 2 You know that when you were gentiles you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak. 3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.
4 Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, 5 and there are varieties of services but the same Lord, 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many members yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect, 24 whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25 that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.
Synopsis: “R.E.S.P.EC.T., find out what it means to me,” so sang Aretha Franklin. And she convinced us that it means a lot. Sometimes we think having respect means to agree or be the same. But that is not actually the depth of what respect is about. It comes from the Latin respectus* which means “the act of looking at one often, to consider, to observe.” We are called to respect by tending to one another – regarding each other, considering each other – early and often. As we live on uncommon ground (because the reality is that common ground is sometimes not possible), what can we do to keep tending to one another as “kin” worthy of respect despite our differences?
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Felt need: To embrace the true meaning of respect and unity in diversity
Visuals: Journal image – sprouting plant
Hands-on item:
Activity: Souper Bowl of Caring
Media possibilities:
Music: Gather Us In (FWS 2236)
Children’s time:
Social media:
Resources:
Discussion points:
· Pastor Mary finds respect to be the hardest topic of the bunch. How can one disagree vehemently with a loved one and still respect them?
· 1 Corinthians says we need to respect each other’s gifts and skills.

· Respect is not agreement. Language changes and we rarely use “respect” in a way that is consistent with its Latin roots.*
· Britannica Dictionary: 2 respect /rɪˈspɛkt/ verb
· to feel admiration for (someone or something): to regard (someone or something) as being worthy of admiration because of good qualities 

· to act in a way which shows that you are aware of (someone's rights, wishes, etc.) 

· to treat or deal with (something that is good or valuable) in a proper way 
· Is respect owed, deserved, or earned? It is owed until it is lost. It can be earned back. It is far easier to respect someone who has earned it.
· Disrespect has increased dramatically in our lifetimes. Parents tended to instill respect for adults in their children from a young age.

· Jim said respect was ingrained in him as a young child. Disrespect drives him nuts. Signs of disrespect: Interrupting a conversation; being told, not asked; improper use of titles. As a 4th grader, he unknowingly showed a teacher disrespect when he yelled at her for punishing his friend. Unfortunately, he didn’t know what his friend had done.
· As a playground monitor, Karen Post was appalled when a kindergartener talked back as she explained that the child had broken the rules. Bus drivers have similar experiences.

· Teachers used to be able to depend on parents to back them up. Some parents now make excuses for their kids.

· Have relaxed dress codes contributed to the decline?
· Are we willing to call out disrespectful behavior? Examples: In-laws not respecting rules on what the kids/grandkids are allowed to do. Hearing a man refer to a woman as “that chick” in a professional gathering.
-----------------------------------------------
February 16, 2025: “Malice Toward None: Love”
6th Sunday after Epiphany
Scripture: Matthew 22: 34-40 (NRSVUE)
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, an expert in the law, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’  This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”
Synopsis: Loving our neighbors – including relatives, coworkers, acquaintances, stranger – as ourselves is no simple task. We need God. We need the love of God to show us mercy and strength to love as God loves. We need the story of Jesus – the one who loved across the lines that had been drawn in the society of his day but who also stood up for the least and the lost. We need faith that no matter the strain of differing positions, policies, and politics, we will move forward in love. Disagreeing need not be antithetical to love and grace. And indeed, our world depends on all of [image: image12.png]


us working for a better world filled with more kindness, compassion, humility, respect, and love.
Felt need: To commit to love as the foundation of our faith in Jesus
Visuals: Journal image – heart 
Hands-on item:
Activity:
Media possibilities:
· “By Our Love.” Length: 1:37. Cost: Free with subscription. Web license: Yes. At a time when division and difference seem to define us, this video serves as a reminder that we’re called to display and share love in our communities and relationships. Use this as a worship intro or sermon bumper to encourage your church to be the hands and feet of Jesus in our world. Based on John 13:35 and featuring “They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love.”
· “Love One Another.” Length: 1:54. Cost: Free with subscription. Web license: Yes. This world has a very unhealthy view of love. But, Jesus told His disciples, “A new command I give to you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” Jesus is our example of what love should be. And, because God loves us, we can love our friends, neighbors, and even our enemies. 
Music: O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go (UMH 480), How He Loves, Draw the Circle Wide, They’ll Know We Are Christians (FWS 2223)
Children’s time:
Social media:
Resources:
Discussion points:
· Matthew 22: Jesus called the Sadducees and Pharisees on bad behavior, yet he still must have loved them. The Pharisees asked for one commandment. They got two, both of which were grounded in Hebrew scripture.

· How do church members live out love when:

· People push our buttons? 

· Social media and news outlets focus on the negative? Stir up controversy? 
· People we don’t know seem different from us bad way?

· Political beliefs and loud voices frequently seem to outweigh all other things people have in common. It is easy to not be in relationship with people we don’t agree with. 
· In Greek, there are many words for love. Understanding agape love made it easier for Bob to understand that love is an action.

· What steps can we take to “love” better? 

· Check facts before drawing conclusions.

· Pray.
· Seek common ground.

· Love is not a weapon. You can’t force your beliefs on others by treating them badly over what they believe, even if you think they are on the road to hell.

· Mainline Protestants don’t have a loud voice. It is up to individuals to be daily witnesses to faith and live out our welcome statement. Note from Karen Booth: This article, Study: Evangelical Churches Aren’t Particularly Political came out after our brainstorming. The author, Fiona André, offers a helpful definition of “purple congregations” as a church in which both political parties are represented in the pews.
· Love brings accountability and vulnerability.
-----------------------------------------------
February 23, 2025: “Making Room for Peace”
7th Sunday after Epiphany
Scripture: John 20: 19-23 (CEB)
It was still the first day of the week. That evening, while the disciples were behind closed doors because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities, Jesus came and stood among them. He said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. When the disciples saw the Lord, they were filled with joy. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I am sending you.” Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven; if you don’t forgive them, they aren’t forgiven.”
Scripture: Luke 6: 37-38 (NRSVUE)
“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap, for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”
Synopsis: The theme of “doing unto others” is needed now more than ever. Lest anxiety, fear, unrealistic expectations, or resentment take the upper hand as we deal with this traumatic time of division, let us focus on the only thing we can control–how we treat one another. How we care for one another. And this task requires the enlarging of our hearts. 
Felt need: To seek God-given peace in ourselves and in our relationships
Visuals:
Hands-on item:
Activity:
Media possibilities: “Make Us Willing – A MLK Day Prayer.” Length: 1:20. Cost: $18.00. Web license: Yes. This video is a prayer thanking God for the gifts He’s given us that we can use to make difference, to work toward justice and unity through service and compassion.
Music: Let There Be Peace on Earth (UMH 431)
Children’s time:
Social media:
Resources:
Discussion points:
· We can make room for peace by thinking about what actually can control (ourselves), being honest about the struggle, and praying, which can move us to action.

· Given most media coverage, outsiders would think church goers are hateful. Our job is not to defend the church, but to show love and tell of our own experience. Many children, teens, young adults, and even not-so-young adults have no personal church experience.

· Easy ways to witness to our faith:

· Check in on FaceBook while at church

· Display a church yard sign

· Let people know you are going to an event

· Invite people to church. People are not offended by an invitation.

· Positive media coverage: The Presbyterian pastor who married Prince Harry offered a good message.
· Hypocrisy damages our witness.

· Which news sources offer diverse views and/or faith programming? FOX, MSNBC (Faith on Friday), Wall Street Journal
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