All-Church Worship Brainstorming

“Overcoming Apathy”

July 14-28 (3 weeks) 

“God, Technology, and the Christian Life”

August 4-25 (4 weeks)

Mon., June 17, 2024

Rob and Kathy Mertz’s house

In Grand Haven, MI 49417
6:00 pm Potluck Dinner

7:00-9:30 pm Brainstorming for Worship

The worship brainstorming will be held at Mertz’s house.  We’ll share dinner at 6:00 p.m.  Rob and Kathy will grill and serve cheesy potatoes. Please bring a salad, fruit, veggie, dessert, or other dish to share. Brainstorming is from 7:00-9:30 p.m. Members of all ages and backgrounds are invited to participate in the one-time commitment. The ideas generated at the brainstorming are used in worship. 

Sign up at church or contact the church office (213-798-2181 or Office@LakeHarborUMC.org) or Karen Booth. Please read the Scripture and message synopses and preview the videos before we gather if at all possible.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“The worship we hope to develop will be rooted in Scripture, centered on Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit. It will be relevant to local and emerging culture, while addressing the needs of believers and unbelievers alike. Above all, it will intentionally engage people physically, emotionally, intellectually, and soulfully.”

Felt needs: What physical, emotional, intellectual, or spiritual need are we addressing in this service so that worship is engaging and a means of making disciples? What question needs to be posed/answered so that we are making disciples? 

2024 Theme:  Following the Jesus Way
Inspiration: The Jesus Way by Phil Wickham

Related songs: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus
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Key verse: John 13: 34 – A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.
Major spoken/unspoken needs: 

· Carrying the weight of unforgiveness

· Apathy

· Loneliness. Relationships or lack thereof.

· Lack of manners

· Self-medication – escape problems, extend life, idol

· Aging. Caregiving.

· The church: What it is vs. what it should be. Its future. Non-believers’ assumptions.

· Technology – the pace of change, its role in our lives, ethics

· Fear, anxiety, anger, violence

Social Justice Issue for July 2024: Care for those incarcerated

Social Justice Issue for August 2024: Equity in education

Noisy offering for July 2024: Reach the Forgotten (jail ministry)

Noisy offering for August 2024: Ross Park Outreach/Connection
----------------------------------------
“Overcoming Apathy”

Synopsis: Jesus is/was anything but apathetic and as his followers, we should be

passionate for the same things that made him passionate. So why do we struggle to care?

If you're helpless, I will defend you

And if you're burdened, I'll share the weight

And if you're hopeless, then let me show you

There's hope in the Jesus way
2024 theme connection: Although apathy has been a problem for many years, it seems to have gotten worse since the pandemic. Loneliness and mental health troubles have increased as our sense of community changed. Employers complain of a poor work ethic. Volunteer organizations struggle finding committed helpers. This is in stark contrast to the dedication and sacrifice we see from Olympic participants.
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Resources: 
· Overcoming Apathy: Gospel Hope for Those Who Struggle to Care by Uche Anizor examines the nature and experience of apathy, drawing insights from Scripture, theology, popular culture, and more. Identifies seven causes as well as healthy habits to fight against indifference. A great guide for high school and college students and those who counsel them; youth and young adult pastors; teachers; and anyone struggling with apathy or who know someone who is. Chapters:
· A Show about Nothing (Seinfeld): Our Culture of Apathy. Apathy vs. passion/zeal in culture, the church, and our own lives.

· The Noonday Demon: On the Concept of Apathy. Apathy (acedia which literally means “no care”) as a vice (sloth, indifference). Relationship to its cousin, depression (p. 57).

· Everyone’s Got a Story: Seven Deadly Causes of Apathy. Doubt (p. 69), grief (p. 74), triviality (p. 77), feelings of inadequacy (p. 82), lack of discipline (p. 85), fragility (p. 89), lack of purpose (p. 92)

· O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go: The Cure for Apathy. 

· …the gospel tells us about what’s really real. The drama of God’s commitment to his creation is the truest think about our world and the truest thing about our lives. Yes, our struggle against apathy is real. (p. 110)
· We rise to the level of whom we perceive ourselves to be. If we see ourselves as weak, displeasing to God, stuck, and powerless, that self-image will become a self-fulfilling prophecy. (p. 111)
· Our “why bother?” is met with God’s “you matter.”

· Wax On, Wax Off: Ways to Combat Apathy. Developing a new way of living, thinking, and feeling by cultivating mission, meaning, generosity, and fortitude.
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Just Show Up: How Small Acts of Faithfulness Change Everything (A Guide for Exhausted Christians by Drew Dyck is not the typical self-help book. Instead of blasting through projects and conquering the world, most of us feel like we’re crawling uphill. 

But Christians are still called to life a life that glorifies God and blessed other. How do we do that when we’re stretched to capacity? God doesn’t expect you to do everything. And He certainly doesn’t expect you to do it all overnight. Simply showing up is often the most important thing.  Chapters:
· Intro: How hitting my limits led to a freeing realization

· Join the plodders: You don’t have to move fast. You just have to keep moving.

· Show up in person: Because people need your presence more than your words.

· Find God’s will with your feet: Even when you’re “old”

· Be a “long-haul” hero: Invest in fewer people for deeper impact

· Play the role: Because people need you to

· Just crack open your Bible: Even when you don’t feel like it

· Show up for church: Even if you’re late

· Learn to walk in the rain: When suffering invades your life, keep moving

· Practice incarnation: You don’t need to be perfect, just present

· Let something slide: Because you can’t show up for everything

· Keep wrestling with God: Don’t let doubts derail your faith

· Epilogue: Showing up is just the beginning

· Comics: Specticles 5-27-23, Pearls before Swine 5-20-24, Pepper & Salt 9-9-23

· Movie: “Campeones (The Champions)” (2018). A basketball coach is sentenced to community service, forced to work with a team of mentally disabled players, which changes all of their lives. Note: This Spanish film has English subtitles.
· Movie: “The Swimmers” (2022). From war-torn Syria to the 2016 Rio Olympics, two young sisters embark on a harrowing journey as refugees, putting both their hearts and champion swimming skills to heroic use. Based on a true story.
· “The Rise of the ‘Umms’” by Mike Moore. Unlike many “Nones” and “Dones,” many church-adjacent Christians want to return to a local body – but they feel stuck. 
Points to consider:

· Do we care about what God cares about?  What are our values?

· What brought you to faith in Jesus?

· What really matters?  (We are numb to the meaningful, but often “alive” to the trivial. Anizor, 22)

· What are LHUMC’s values?  We offer membership vows of prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness, but how do those translate into values like hospitality, generosity, service, etc?

· “Meh” and “Whatever” are popular cultural expressions that may connect to apathy.

·  What’s the opposite of apathy?  In our seven deadly sins series in 2015, it was diligence, but passion and zeal are also good options.
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Zeal is a feeling deep inside that leads to action on behalf of someone or something that is seen as valuable (done out of love) and reflects God’s character. (Anizor, 33) It’s being awake to God.
· We need community to live out our passion. Related video: “Passion for God.” Length: 1:44. Cost: $18.00. Synopsis: In a world where people are passionate about many things, it is sad that often where we see the least in is the pew.
· We should strive for action, not apathy and for a warmed heart, not a hardened heart.

· Apathy can open us to more struggles with evil.

Current event: Summer Olympics (July 26-Aug. 11). Tour de France. Related discussion:

· Olympic motto: Faster, Higher, Stronger – Together (together added in 2021)

· Brings the world together, closer. Also brings athletes together in the Olympic village.

· Hearing stories of discipline, commitment, sacrifice, developing God-given talents, setting goals

· Stories of support behind and between the athletes
· Scripture: Paul’s letters – running the race

--------------------------

July 14, 2024: “Who Cares? Why Bother?” 

8th Sunday after Pentecost 

Scripture: I Thessalonians 5: 4-18 (NIV)

4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5 You are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.
Final Instructions
12 Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard among you, who care for you in the Lord and who admonish you. 13 Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other. 14 And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always strive to do what is good for each other and for everyone else.
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
Synopsis: Fighting spiritual apathy means being awake to God.  Reclaiming our passion for the Good News of the Gospel means caring, paying attention, wrestling with Scripture, and engaging in spiritual disciplines that draw us closer to God and others.   
Felt need: To reinvigorate our spiritual lives 

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 

Activity: 

Media possibilities: 

Music: 
Children’s Time: Pierre: A Cautionary Tale in Five Chapters and a Prologue by Maurice Sendak. Pierre’s ‘I don’t care!’ intrigues a hungry lion. ‘A story with a moral air about Pierre, who learned to care.’ Related song by Carole King.
Social media: 

Related articles: 

Discussion points: 

--------------------------

July 21, 2024: “Just Show Up!”

9th Sunday after Pentecost 

Scripture: Revelation 3: 1-6, 14-22 (MSG)

To Sardis
3 Write this to Sardis, to the Angel of the church. The One holding the Seven Spirits of God in one hand, a firm grip on the Seven Stars with the other, speaks:
“I see right through your work. You have a reputation for vigor and zest, but you’re dead, stone-dead.
2-3 “Up on your feet! Take a deep breath! Maybe there’s life in you yet. But I wouldn’t know it by looking at your busywork; nothing of God’s work has been completed. Your condition is desperate. Think of the gift you once had in your hands, the Message you heard with your ears—grasp it again and turn back to God.
“If you pull the covers back over your head and sleep on, oblivious to God, I’ll return when you least expect it, break into your life like a thief in the night.
4 “You still have a few followers of Jesus in Sardis who haven’t ruined themselves wallowing in the muck of the world’s ways. They’ll walk with me on parade! They’ve proved their worth!
5 “Conquerors will march in the victory parade, their names indelible in the Book of Life. I’ll lead them up and present them by name to my Father and his Angels.
6 “Are your ears awake? Listen. Listen to the Wind Words, the Spirit blowing through the churches.”

To Laodicea
14 Write to Laodicea, to the Angel of the church. God’s Yes, the Faithful and Accurate Witness, the First of God’s creation, says:
15-17 “I know you inside and out, and find little to my liking. You’re not cold, you’re not hot—far better to be either cold or hot! You’re stale. You’re stagnant. You make me want to vomit. You brag, ‘I’m rich, I’ve got it made, I need nothing from anyone,’ oblivious that in fact you’re a pitiful, blind beggar, threadbare and homeless.
18 “Here’s what I want you to do: Buy your gold from me, gold that’s been through the refiner’s fire. Then you’ll be rich. Buy your clothes from me, clothes designed in Heaven. You’ve gone around half-naked long enough. And buy medicine for your eyes from me so you can see, really see.
19 “The people I love, I call to account—prod and correct and guide so that they’ll live at their best. Up on your feet, then! About face! Run after God!
20-21 “Look at me. I stand at the door. I knock. If you hear me call and open the door, I’ll come right in and sit down to supper with you. Conquerors will sit alongside me at the head table, just as I, having conquered, took the place of honor at the side of my Father. That’s my gift to the conquerors!
22 “Are your ears awake? Listen. Listen to the Wind Words, the Spirit blowing through the churches.”
Scripture: Hebrews 6: 9-12 (NIV)

9 Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we are convinced of better things in your case—the things that have to do with salvation. 10 God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them. 11 We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, so that what you hope for may be fully realized. 12 We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised.
Synopsis: Spiritual apathy isn’t a new challenge for the church, but we continue to hear the call to show up for one another as the Body of Christ and a community of faith.  Remembering those who have shown up for us is a powerful reminder of how important it is to engage as followers (not bystanders) of Jesus.

Felt need: To recognize that every act of faithfulness matters to our own spiritual growth and to the larger community of faith

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 

Activity: 

Media possibilities: 

Music: 
Children’s Time: 

Social media: 

Related articles: 

Discussion points: 

--------------------------

July 28, 2024: “Living with Purpose”

10th Sunday after Pentecost 

Scripture: Romans 12: 1-13 (NIV)

A Living Sacrifice
12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
Humble Service in the Body of Christ
3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.
Love in Action
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.
Scripture: I Timothy 4: 12 (NIV/MSG)

12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.

And don’t let anyone put you down because you’re young. Teach believers with your life: by word, by demeanor, by love, by faith, by integrity. 

Synopsis: Having a purpose is a powerful motivator, and we’re told that each of has God-given gifts to share that matter to God’s work in the world.  Our HS Youth Mission will share how they used their gifts to serve others, and we’ll encouraged to do the same.

Felt need: To be encouraged to use our gifts and fulfill God’s purpose in our lives

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 

Activity: Sharing from HS Youth Mission Team

Media possibilities: 

Music: 
Children’s Time: 

Social media: 

Related articles: 

Discussion points: 

----------------------------------------------------

“God, Technology, and the Christian Life”
Synopsis: Jesus’s commandment is to love one another as he has loved us. How does that work when we sometimes pay more attention to our devices than the people around us? Does the prospect of AI pique our curiosity or fear? Whether we realize it or not, technology has been around throughout history. Rather than assigning moral labels to technology, let’s find out what God has to say about it and how to live the Christian life without fear.

2024 theme connection: Technology is pervasive. Adapting these new powers to human flourishing always lags behind technological discovery, production, and adoption. It can in fact, offer another way to love our neighbors. After all, God is in technology. We just have to take time to look.
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Resources: 
· God, Technology, and the Christian Life by Tony Reinke. By turning to nine key passages and engaging with several theologians and thinkers, Reinke seeks to dismantle twelve common myths Christian often hold about technology, helping them understand the story of where human innovation came from and to embrace the church’s essential role in it. 

· Related videos:  1) John Piper 2) Tony Reinke 

· Each chapter focuses on a single question:
· What is technology? It is something that amplifies human energy and power.

· What is God’s relationship to technology?

· God is not at the periphery of Silicon Valley; he’s over it. (p.54)

· Any engineering feat of man can be squelched by God. (p. 55) 

· God governs even over technologies of destruction. (p. 59)

· Energy for human innovation comes from the Spirit. (p. 63)

· Each innovator exists by divine appointment. (p. 65)

· God reigns over technologies that heal. (p. 69)

· God focuses his attention on the actors of technology. (p. 69)

· God’s governance over all human innovation is meant to comfort. (p. 70)

· Where do our technologies come from? God.

· What can technology never accomplish? The need for the Gospel and relationships. The Gospel vs. the Gospel of Technology.

· When do our technologies end? p. 217-222

· How should we use technology today? God’s wisdom. 

· “I Write Algorithms for a Living. God Doesn’t Want Me to Quit.” Colin Prather, a data scientist for iRobot, offers a brief, yet complete overview Reinke’s book. Note from Karen: Read this for an excellent summary of the book.

· 26 Bible Verses About Technology | Tithe.ly Jesse Wisnewski offers a relatively short, yet very thoughtful overview of technology as it relates to our lives and the church. She concludes with 26 verses “about technology, examples, and how you should consider relating to technology.”

· Film: The Social Dilemma (2020) on Netflix
· “What the Tech?!” series from Church of the Resurrection

https://resurrection.church/series/what-the-tech/
· What would Jesus do with a smart phone? Use “do not disturb” often!

· FOMO is a problem, but what are we missing out on because we’re too tied to technology?

· How does our use of social media bear witness to our faith?  What if we posted something one day a week that was intentionally about Jesus?

UMC resources:

· https://www.umc.org/en/content/divine-algorithms-ai-jesus
· https://www.umc.org/en/content/artificial-intelligence-and-your-spiritual-journey-compass-118
· https://hackingchristianity.net/2013/07/taking-a-sabbath-from-technology-sermon.html
· UM Social Principles - https://www.umc.org/en/content/social-principles-the-natural-world#science-tech
F. 
Affirming Science and Traditional Wisdom: We affirm the value of science and reason in providing deeper understandings of the origins and functioning of the cosmos. We also acknowledge that like all human endeavors, science can be misused and abused. We, therefore, urge all those involved in scientific investigations to adhere to the highest ethical standards in conducting research and applying their findings. We also affirm the traditional wisdom found within indigenous communities, particularly the emphasis that native and first peoples have placed on living in harmony and balance with the earth and other animals as well as the need to protect the air, land and water.
Tim Dalrymple at Calvin January Series

What's Becoming of Us?: Artificial Intelligence and the Future of the Church
https://calvin.edu/directory/series/tim-dalrymple
Key term: The Ancient Greek noun tektōn (τέκτων) is a common term for an artisan/craftsman, in particular a carpenter, woodworker, or builder. Both Jesus and his father, Joseph, were tektons (craftsmen).

Resource: "There Is No A.I." by Jafon Lanier, April 2023, The New Yorker
How we perceive technology

· Techno-optimism (positive) - Use AI to advance Kingdom of God
· Techno-utopianism (extremely positive)
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Techno-pessimism (conspiracy, misinformation, extremism)
· Stoke fear and anger
· Techno-catastrophism (Oppenheimer) - distracted

· Techno-realism (not cynicism) - hope and humility

· Temple
· Babel
· Works of tech can point to transcendence of God
· Techno-humanism (2013 Joaquin Phoenix movie - Her)

Creating intelligence

· What if God isn’t the only one to create intelligence?
· What if we create in our own image?
· Whose values guide us in creation?
· How do we use tech to the glory of God?

Benefits - Use of tech during Covid

Points to consider:

· Technology is a tool - not the object of our worship (idol).

· Scripture is a story of faith; it’s not meant to be a science book.

· Science and faith can live together.

· Social media can be a helpful tool.  It can also give the illusion that everyone’s life is going well all the time because it shows the highlight reel.
--------------------------
August 4, 2024: “God and Tech - From the Beginning”

11th Sunday after Pentecost 

Scripture: Genesis 1: 1-2 (NIV)

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

Scripture: Genesis 6: 9-22 (NIV)

Noah and the Flood
9 This is the account of Noah and his family.
Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked faithfully with God. 10 Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth.
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. 12 God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. 13 So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. 14 So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out. 15 This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be three hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high. 16 Make a roof for it, leaving below the roof an opening one cubit high all around. Put a door in the side of the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks. 17 I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. 18 But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. 19 You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you. 20 Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive. 21 You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them.”
22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him.
Synopsis: God is the original technologist (an expert is technology).  Though we may think of “tech” as a more recent thing, it’s been around forever.  God gives us wisdom and guidance to be faithful stewards and create technology that can better our lives and our world.
Felt need: To understand God’s creative power at work in us and in our world 

Visuals:

Hands-on items:

Activities: Holy Communion

Media: The Evolution of Technology (2014). This video takes you on a journey from 1964 to 2014, showing old technologies and their progression until they finally converge into one device, and seamlessly integrate themselves into our life. 
Pertinent term: Technium (the greater, global, massively interconnected system of technology)

Music:

Points to consider:

· Process theology – co-creation

· Examples: Cain (city), Tubal-Cain (metal working), Noah (ark), Tower of Babel, King Solomon’s temples, Jesus (carpenter), Paul (letters)…

· Pace of technological change has accelerated

· Longing for the “good old days” – forgetting that technology has helped (fertilizer, clean water, medicine, communication, etc.)

· How have we seen technology change? (iPhone debuted in 2007, iPhone 15 in 2023)

Discussion points:
-------------------------
August 11, 2024: “Technology’s Right Place”

12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Scripture: Psalm 20

For the director of music. A psalm of David.
1 May the Lord answer you when you are in distress;
    may the name of the God of Jacob protect you.
2 May he send you help from the sanctuary
    and grant you support from Zion.
3 May he remember all your sacrifices
    and accept your burnt offerings. 
4 May he give you the desire of your heart
    and make all your plans succeed.
5 May we shout for joy over your victory
    and lift up our banners in the name of our God.
May the Lord grant all your requests.
6 Now this I know:
    The Lord gives victory to his anointed.
He answers him from his heavenly sanctuary
    with the victorious power of his right hand.
7 Some trust in chariots and some in horses,
    but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.
8 They are brought to their knees and fall,
    but we rise up and stand firm.
9 Lord, give victory to the king!
    Answer us when we call!
Scripture: Isaiah 28: 23-29 (NIV)

23Listen and hear my voice;
    pay attention and hear what I say.
24 When a farmer plows for planting, does he plow continually?
    Does he keep on breaking up and working the soil?
25 When he has leveled the surface,
    does he not sow caraway and scatter cumin?
Does he not plant wheat in its place, 
    barley in its plot, 
    and spelt in its field?
26 His God instructs him
    and teaches him the right way.
27 Caraway is not threshed with a sledge,
    nor is the wheel of a cart rolled over cumin;
caraway is beaten out with a rod,
    and cumin with a stick.
28 Grain must be ground to make bread;
    so one does not go on threshing it forever.
The wheels of a threshing cart may be rolled over it,
    but one does not use horses to grind grain.
29 All this also comes from the Lord Almighty,
    whose plan is wonderful,
    whose wisdom is magnificent.
Synopsis: Technology is a tool that can improve our lives and our world, but it should not be an idol - the object of our worship.  Being honest about the dangers of technology is essential even as we celebrate advancements. 
Felt need: To keep God the center of our lives and worship

Visuals:

Hands-on items:

Activities:

Media: 

Music:

Points to consider:

· This is the human dilemma. Human innovation is a wonderful gift, but a disappointing god. We cannot save ourselves. In the end, our innovations leave hearts unsatisfied, souls lost, and bodies cold in the grave.
· Addressing the question: What can technology never accomplish?

· “Evan Almighty.” (2007) Newscaster Evan Baxter (Steve Carell) leaves Buffalo behind when he wins a seat in Congress. Moving his wife (Lauren Graham) and family to northern Virginia, he seems to have it made, then God (Morgan Freeman) throws a crisis of biblical proportions at his feet: The Lord wants him to build an ark and line up all the animals two-by-two in preparation for a flood. From a reviewer: Evan didn’t believe in God and God showed him who he was and how powerful he is. From Karen Booth: There are two tech references, to the biblical Noah and contemporary failing dams.
Discussion points:
-------------------------
August 18, 2024: “Seeking Wisdom”

13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Scripture: Job 28: 20-28 (NIV)

Where then does wisdom come from?

Where does understanding dwell?

21 It is hidden from the eyes of every living thing,

concealed even from the birds in the sky.

22 Destruction and Death say,

“Only a rumor of it has reached our ears.”

23 God understands the way to it

and he alone knows where it dwells,

24 for he views the ends of the earth

and sees everything under the heavens.

25 When he established the force of the wind

and measured out the waters,

26 when he made a decree for the rain

and a path for the thunderstorm,

27 then he looked at wisdom and appraised it;

he confirmed it and tested it.

28 And he said to the human race,

“The fear of the Lord—that is wisdom,

and to shun evil is understanding.”

Synopsis: Though technology can offer us a lot, it can’t fulfill our need for a relationship with God (Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer) and others.  Seeking God’s wisdom first as we use technology is a vital part of being faithful stewards. 

Felt need: To be clear that technology will never satisfy our deepest needs

Visuals:

Hands-on items:

Activities:

Media: 

Music:

Points consider:

· Cities may try to silence Christianity, but God has the last word. (p. 205)

· Cities: Concentration of human innovation and human arrogance (p. 297)

· New Jerusalem p. 217-222

Discussion points:
-------------------------
August 25, 2024: “Stewarding Technology”

14th Sunday after Pentecost 

Scripture: I Corinthians 10: 23-26, [27-30], 31-33 (NIV)

The Believer’s Freedom
23 “I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the right to do anything”—but not everything is constructive. 24 No one should seek their own good, but the good of others.
25 Eat anything sold in the meat market without raising questions of conscience, 26 for, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.” 
[27 If an unbeliever invites you to a meal and you want to go, eat whatever is put before you without raising questions of conscience. 28 But if someone says to you, “This has been offered in sacrifice,” then do not eat it, both for the sake of the one who told you and for the sake of conscience. 29 I am referring to the other person’s conscience, not yours. For why is my freedom being judged by another’s conscience? 30 If I take part in the meal with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of something I thank God for?]
31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 32 Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God— 33 even as I try to please everyone in every way. For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved.
Scripture: I Corinthians 8: 1b (NIV)

But knowledge puffs up while love builds up. 

Synopsis: Having technology available to us requires that we use it faithfully to share the Good News of the Gospel and build the Kingdom of God.  Our knowledge and everything we can accomplish and create must be tempered with a call to love first.   
Felt need: To understand our call to use technology to the glory of God and for building up of others

Visuals:

Hands-on items:
Activities: Blessing of the Backpacks?

Media: 

Music:

Points consider:

· Reinke offers fourteen ethical convictions to consider.

· Ethics, technology, and medicine: God uses chronic pain and weakness, along with other sorts of affliction, as his chisel for sculping our souls. – James Packer (p. 269)

· Related video/skit: “God’s Chisel.” 
Discussion points:
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