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All Church Worship Brainstorming 
“Questions Jesus Asked”
Monday, January 29, 2024
6:00 p.m. Potluck 

7:00-9:30 p.m. Brainstorming for Worship

February 18 – March 31, 2024

(5 weeks of Lent, Holy Week, Easter) 
The worship brainstorming for this Lent and Easter series will be held at Booth’s house.  Members of all ages and backgrounds are invited to participate in the one-time commitment. The ideas generated at the brainstorming are used in worship. 

We will have a potluck at 6:00 p.m.  Karen is serving lasagna. Please bring a dish to share. Brainstorming is from 7:00-9:30 p.m.

More information is available at church and on our website.  Please pick up the brainstorming packet (this document) at church or find it online, read the Scripture readings and Pastor Mary’s message synopses, and preview videos when they become available. Please RSVP to Karen Booth, the church office (231-798-2181), or sign up at church.
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“The worship we hope to develop will be rooted in Scripture, centered on Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit. It will be relevant to local and emerging culture, while addressing the needs of believers and unbelievers alike. Above all, it will intentionally engage people physically, emotionally, intellectually, and soulfully.”

Felt needs: What physical, emotional, intellectual, or spiritual need are we addressing in this service so that worship is engaging and a means of making disciples? What question needs to be posed/answered so that we are making disciples? 

Series synopsis: Jesus was fond of asking questions, many of which cut right to the heart of what it means to be human. Author Magrey deVega explores six of the most provocative questions Jesus posed to others and guides us in answering them for ourselves.

Related video: Book intro by the author
Webinar: Wrestling with the Questions Jesus Asked with Magrey deVega and James Howell - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q2EsSS7a3p4
Resources from the author: Amplify Media
2024 theme connection: Asking these questions takes courage. Not only do they reveal what Jesus really cares about, they open a window into our hearts. We all have questions for God, but growth happens when we turn things around and ask what Jesus wants to know about us. When we dare raise them, these questions bring us a fuller appreciation for the wisdom, power, and presence of God in our lives. Are you willing to step out into faith? Are you ready to answer the questions Jesus asked?

2024 Theme:  Following the Jesus Way

Inspiration: The Jesus Way by Phil Wickham

Related songs: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus

Key verse: John 13: 34 – A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.

Social Justice Issue for February 2024: Homelessness, Affordable Housing

Social Justice Issue for March 2024: Mental Health (Advocacy Day is 3/13/24)

Noisy offering for February 2024: Souper Bowl of Caring (Hand2Hand/MAP Food Pantry)

Noisy offering for March 2024: UMCOR Sunday

Leading questions:

· What’s an important question you’ve been asked?

· What’s a memorable question you’ve asked someone else?

· What are your questions about faith?

· What questions do you wish you’d have asked someone who has passed away - or whom you no longer speak to?

----------------------------------
February 14, 2024: “” - Rev. Jodie Flessner

Ash Wednesday - Worship at Central UMC 

Scripture:

----------------------------------

February 18, 2024: “Who Do You Say I Am?”
1st Sunday in Lent

Key verse: 18 When Jesus was alone praying, his disciples came to him, and he asked them, “What do people say about me?”
Scripture: Luke 9: 18-27 (Matthew 16: 13-19; Mark 8: 27-29) 

Peter Declares That Jesus Is the Messiah
18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?”
19 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life.”
20 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Peter answered, “God’s Messiah.”
Jesus Predicts His Death
21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22 And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”
23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self? 26 Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.
27 “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God.”
Synopsis: At the beginning of Lent, the question is about identity - both for Jesus and for us - and is probably the most important Jesus asks.  Who do you say Jesus is every day?  What difference does it make to believe in Jesus?  
Felt need: To explore what we believe about Jesus, ourselves, and our relationship to him

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 

Activity: Ashes (if not received on Ash Wednesday), Congregational meeting between worship services (?)

Media possibilities: Lumo Project Luke 9: 18-27. Cost: Free. Length: 8:42 (Start video at 0:00. End at 1:54.). Web license: Not sure. Visual liturgy.
Music: The Summons (FWS 2130), I Have Decided to Follow Jesus (FWS 2129)
Children’s Time: 

Social media: 

Related articles: 

Discussion points: 
----------------------------------

February 25, 2024: “Why Are You Afraid?”
2nd Sunday in Lent

Key verses: 23 After Jesus left in a boat with his disciples, 24 a terrible storm suddenly struck the lake, and waves started splashing into their boat.
Scripture: Matthew 8: 23-27 (Mark 4: 35-41; Luke 8: 22-25)

Jesus Calms the Storm
23 Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24 Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25 The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!”
26 He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.
27 The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!”
Synopsis: Everyone is afraid at some point, and Jesus asks a seemingly obvious question in the midst of a fearful time.  Fear can make us feel like we’re sinking and out of control, but listening to Jesus and remembering that he is present reminds us that fear doesn’t have to overwhelm us.  

Felt need: To be honest about our fears and share them with Jesus (and others) so that we might find comfort

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 

Activity: 

Media possibilities: Lumo Project Matthew 7:24-8:34. Cost: Free. Length: 7:55 (Start video at 5:38. End at 6:35.). Web license: Not sure. Visual liturgy. 
Music: Be Still, My Soul (UMH 534), It Is Well with My Soul (UMH 377), Stand By Me (UMH 512), It Is Well (Bethel Music)
Children’s Time: 

Social media: 

Related articles: 

Discussion points: 

----------------------------------

March 3, 2024: “Why Are You Anxious?”

3rd Sunday in Lent

Key passage: 25 Can worry make you live longer? 26 If you don't have power over small things, why worry about everything else?
Scripture: Luke 12: 22-34 (NIV)
Do Not Worry
22 Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23 For life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. 24 Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! 25 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? 26 Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?
27 “Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 29 And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30 For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.
32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Synopsis: Jesus convicts us with his questions about worry.  There’s comfort in his words, but it’s complicated to simply “give up” worry because it’s a part of having free will.  But there are ways that we can respond to worry so that we can move toward greater hope. 

Felt need: To hear Jesus’ words about worry - and respond with a focus on gratitude and the blessing of community 

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 

Activity: Holy Communion

Media possibilities: Lumo Project Luke 12: 22-34. Cost: Free. Length: 9:19 (Start video at 3:25. End at 5:20.). Web license: Not sure. Visual liturgy. 

Music: Seek Ye First (UMH 405), Come and Find the Quiet Center (FWS 2128), All Things Bright and Beautiful (UMH 147)
Children’s Time: 

Social media: 

Related articles: 

Discussion points: 

----------------------------------

March 10, 2024: “What Do You Live For?”

4th Sunday in Lent, UMCOR Sunday, DST begins

Key verse: 34 Jesus then told the crowd and the disciples to come closer, and he said: If any of you want to be my followers, you must forget about yourself. You must take up your cross and follow me.
Scripture: Mark 8: 34-38 (NIV)
The Way of the Cross
34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”
Synopsis: Jesus asks a dangerous question, and our answer can change the trajectory of our lives.  God created each of us with a soul that seeks God and gifts that contribute to building God’s Kingdom here and now.  We’re called to nurture our relationship with God and pursue what truly matters.   

Felt need: To examine our focus and priorities in light of Jesus’ call to follow him

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 

Activity: 

Media possibilities: Lumo Project Mark 8: 34-38. Cost: Free. Length: 9:00 (Start video at 3:00. End at 3:54.). Web license: Not sure. Visual liturgy.
Music: Where He Leads Me (UMH 338), Forth in Thy Name, O Lord (UMH 438), Father, I Adore You (FWS 2038)
Children’s Time: 

Social media: 

Related articles: 

Discussion points: 

----------------------------------

March 17, 2024: “Whom Will You Love?”

5th Sunday in Lent, St. Patrick’s Day

Key verse: 27 This is what I say to all who will listen to me: Love your enemies, and be good to everyone who hates you.
Scripture: Luke 6: 27-36 (NIV)
Love for Enemies
27 “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.
32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
Synopsis: The Golden Rule (Do unto others as you would have them do unto you) has become a popular sound bite, but Jesus’ questions that follow push us to a deeper kind of love that includes a heavy dose of empathy and runs counter to our cultural expectations.  

Felt need: To commit to loving as Jesus loves

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 

Activity: 

Media possibilities: Lumo Project Luke 6: 27-36. Cost: Free. Length: 9:00 (Start video at 4:27. End at 6:07.). Web license: Not sure. Visual liturgy.
Music: Christ Beside Me (FWS 2166), Freely, Freely (UMH 389), Help Us Accept Each Other (UMH 560)
Children’s Time: 

Social media: 

Related articles: 

Discussion points: 

----------------------------------

March 24, 2024: “What Are You Looking For?”
Palm & Passion Sunday

Key passage:

35 The next day, John was there again, and two of his followers were with him. 36 When he saw Jesus walking by, he said, “Here is the Lamb of God!” 37 John's two followers heard him, and they went with Jesus.
38 When Jesus turned and saw them, he asked, “What do you want?”

Scripture: John 1: 35-39 (NIV) 
John’s Disciples Follow Jesus
35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”
37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?”
They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”
39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”
Scripture: John 12: 12-19 (NIV) Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King
12 The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting,
“Hosanna!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Blessed is the king of Israel!”
14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written:
15 “Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion;
    see, your king is coming,
    seated on a donkey’s colt.” 
16 At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that these things had been done to him.
17 Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. 18 Many people, because they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet him. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!”
Synopsis: At the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, he asks his future disciples what they want - or perhaps what they’re seeking.  He has been called the Lamb of God - the One who will redeem the world - and they follow him.  As Jesus is welcomed with palms and presumed to be the Messiah who will fight and win by might, the assumptions of God’s redeeming work are up-ended by his display of sacrificial love for the world.   

Felt need: To truly enter Jesus’ call to life and sacrificial love

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: Palm branches
Activity: 

Media possibilities: Lumo Project John 12: 12-19. Cost: Free. Length: 8:00 (Start video at 1:57. End at 3:07.). Web license: Not sure. Visual liturgy.
Music: 

Children’s Time: 

Social media: 

Related articles: 

Discussion points: 

----------------------------------

March 28, 2024: “Why Have You Forsaken Me?”
Holy Thursday
Key passage: 45 At noon the sky turned dark and stayed that way until three o'clock. 46 Then about that time Jesus shouted, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you deserted me?”
Scripture: Psalm 22: 1-5 (NIV)
Psalm 22
For the director of music. To the tune of “The Doe of the Morning.” 
A psalm of David.
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
    Why are you so far from saving me,
    so far from my cries of anguish?
2 My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer,
    by night, but I find no rest. 
3 Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One;
    you are the one Israel praises. 
4 In you our ancestors put their trust;
    they trusted and you delivered them.
5 To you they cried out and were saved;
    in you they trusted and were not put to shame.
Scripture: Matthew 27: 45-46 (NIV) 
The Death of Jesus
45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). 
Synopsis: The events of the last night of Jesus’ earthly life show the deep love and grace of God as Jesus shares a meal with his friends and washes their feet - only to experience the deepest betrayal.  Jesus’ question spoken from the cross cuts to our hearts as we feel the weight of his loneliness.

Felt need: To hear Jesus’ pain and admit our own pain and struggle

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 

Activity: Finger food potluck before the service (?), Footwashing and handwashing, Holy Communion, Prayer Vigil

Media possibilities: Lumo Project Matthew 27: 45-46. Cost: Free. Length: 9:00 (Start video at 2:25. End at 2:55.). Web license: Not sure. Visual liturgy.

Music: Make Me a Servant (FWS 2176), Come to the Table of Grace (WS 3168); O Lord, Hear My Prayer (FWS 2200), What Wondrous Love Is This (UMH 292), O How He Loves You and Me (FWS 2108), Lamb of God (FWS 2113)

Social media: 

Related articles: 

Discussion points: 

----------------------------------

March 29, 2024: 
Good Friday - Worship at TBA

----------------------------------

March 31, 2024: “Who Are You Looking For?”
Easter Sunday

Key passage: 

15 Jesus asked her, “Why are you crying? Who are you looking for?”
She thought he was the gardener and said, “Sir, if you have taken his body away, please tell me, so I can go and get him.”


Scripture: John 20: 1-18 (NIV)
The Empty Tomb
20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.
13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.
15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).
17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”
18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.
Synopsis: Mary is questioned first by angels and then by Jesus - both wanting to know the source of her sadness and Jesus wanting to know who she’s seeking.  We, like Mary, are seeking something (or someone), and Jesus invites to answer him.  Who are we looking for - and why?   

Felt need: To claim the joy of resurrection and hope of new life 
Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 

Activity: 

Media possibilities: Lumo Project John 20: 1-18. Cost: Free. Length: 8:01 (Start video at 1:15. End at 4:31.). Web license: Not sure. Visual liturgy.
Music: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today (UMH 302); He Lives (UMH 310); Up from the Grave He Arose (UMH 322); Crown Him with Many Crowns (UMH 327); Because He Lives (UMH 364), In the Garden (UMH 314)

Social media: 

Related articles: 

Discussion points: 
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