Worship Brainstorming Summary
“My Story – Faith in Film 2024”

An Epiphany series that explores spiritual themes in recent films
Thurs., Dec. 7, 2023 at LHUMC

January 7- February 11, 2023 (6 Sundays)

Members present: Vicki Zuker, Mark Erbes, David Booth, Jean Kelly, Sue Baranowski, Diane Thompson, Lynne Richmond, Pastor Mary Ivanov, Bob Keim, Karen Booth 

--------------------------------------
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Series synopsis: Our faith in Jesus Christ is grounded in Scripture. Telling our own faith story is a powerful witness to others, influencing how we think about, understand, and follow God. The same can be said of the arts, including literature and films. When characters long for something or yearn for something, when they celebrate, all these moments can be viewed through a lens of prayer, even those the characters may not address God directly. (Josh Larsen) 

2024 theme connection: Characters, setting, plot, conflict, and a resolution are the basis of good stories. Over the next six weeks, we’ll hear stories of how God has transformed lives of our own members and characters in four different films.

2024 Theme:  Following the Jesus Way

Inspiration: The Jesus Way by Phil Wickham

If you curse me, then I will bless you

If you hurt me, I will forgive

And if you hate me, then I will love you

I choose the Jesus way

If you're helpless, I will defend you

And if you're burdened, I'll share the weight

And if you're hopeless, then let me show you

There's hope in the Jesus way

I follow Jesus

I follow Jesus

He wore my sin, I'll gladly wear His name

He is the treasure

He is the answer

Oh, I choose the Jesus way

If you strike me, I will embrace you

And if you chain me, I'll sing His praise

And if you kill me, my home is heaven

For I choose the Jesus way

I follow Jesus

I follow Jesus

He wore my sin, I'll gladly wear His name

He is the treasure

He is the answer

Oh, I choose the Jesus way

And I choose surrender

I choose to love

Oh, God my Savior, You'll always be enough

I choose forgiveness

I choose grace

I choose to worship, no matter what I face…

Related songs: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus

Key verse: John 13: 34 – A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.
Major spoken/unspoken needs: 

· Carrying the weight of un-forgiveness

· Apathy

· Loneliness. Relationships or lack thereof.

· Lack of manners

· Self-medication – escape problems, extend life, idol

· Aging. Caregiving.

· The church: What it is vs. what it should be. Its future. Non-believers’ assumptions.

· Technology – the pace of change, its role in our lives, ethics

· Fear, anxiety, anger, violence

Notes on Epiphany:

Epiphany is a word derived from the Greek for “manifestation” and is usually used as a reminder that Jesus is God’s revelation for the whole world.  But we also use “epiphany” to describe those moments of deeper understanding and insight – like an “a-ha!” moment.  Though our faith in Jesus Christ is grounded in Scripture, the arts, including literature and films, profoundly influence how we think about and understand God.  

Stories connect to the human experience and help us to grow in our faith.  We’ll look at four films with the overall themes of identity, discovery, and managing expectations (our own and those of others).  

Resources:
· Movies Are Prayer: How Films Voice Our Deepest Longings by Josh Larsen. "Movies are our way of telling God what we think about this world and our place in it. . .  Movies can be many things: escapist experiences, historical artifacts, business ventures, and artistic expressions, to name a few. I'd like to suggest that they can also be prayers." https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78Vq6aZeWrM (A good series intro). Related discussion: Prayer shouldn’t be confined to Sunday or our church building; it should be a day long conversation with God. How do we become more prayerful? Can we take time to listen for His voice?
· Books and videos by Josh Larsen of Think Christian 
Ideas for the series:

Send out a survey to our congregation via E-mail and Facebook with the question:

· What film has changed how you see yourself?

· What film has changed how you see others?

Visuals: 

· Movie reels (Mary Scott), Oscar, Posters

· Director’s clapboard and chair

· Popcorn and popcorn maker (Mary Scott, Myke’s church). Boxes of candy.

· Tickets: We could also hand out movie tickets each week and ask that people display them where they will see them as a reminder of the message.
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Marquee (chalkboard with string of 25 globe lights) or film with movie images in each of four windows, below the ledge (https://kerricreates.org/category/childrens-theater-props/ or create on a drop cloth for hallways)
· Big display: “Now Showing” and “Coming Attractions”

· Video previews 

· Movie countdowns

· Specific items for each movie - costumes, props, etc.

Publicity: “See You on Sunday!” and January Harbor Light

Social Justice Issue for January 2024: TBD
Noisy offering: TBD

Discussion points: 1) Merriam Webster’s 2023 Word of the Year is authentic. The church could be one place that authentic relationships happen, a safe place to learn each other’s stories (and opinions) and become part of a community. 3) The importance of practicing listening – see p. 2, “Movies Are Prayers” comments. 4) We begin and end this series with God speaking in Jesus’ baptism and transfiguration.
--------------------------------------------------------
January 7, 2024: “My Story - Following the Jesus Way” 

Epiphany/Baptism of the Lord 

Scripture: Mark 1: 4-11 (MSG)
4-6 John the Baptizer appeared in the wild, preaching a baptism of life-change that leads to forgiveness of sins. People thronged to him from Judea and Jerusalem and, as they confessed their sins, were baptized by him in the Jordan River into a changed life. John wore a camel-hair habit, tied at the waist with a leather belt. He ate locusts and wild field honey.
7-8 As he preached he said, “The real action comes next: The star in this drama, to whom I’m a mere stagehand, will change your life. I’m baptizing you here in the river, turning your old life in for a kingdom life. His baptism—a holy baptism by the Holy Spirit—will change you from the inside out.”
9-11 At this time, Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. The moment he came out of the water, he saw the sky split open and God’s Spirit, looking like a dove, come down on him. Along with the Spirit, a voice: “You are my Son, chosen and marked by my love, pride of my life.”
Synopsis: We all have faith stories. Here are three approaches to telling it. 

The first approach is what we discussed at the planning retreat.

1. Here’s my faith story (focus on times of joy, challenges, and/or gratitude)

2. What does Jesus mean to me?

The second way looks at *three “chapters” of your story:

1. My life before turning to Christ.

2. How I met Christ.

3. My life with Christ.

The second approach might not fit the experience of many deeply committed and growing Christians. *This third way might work better.

1. Early Christian influences in my life.

2. Making faith my own.

3. My life with Christ today.

 *“Telling Your Faith Story” by Harold Percy, 5/10/22, Lewis Center for Church Leadership
Felt need: To remember who we are as children of God and claim our faith stories

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 

Activity: Reaffirmation of Holy Baptism, Holy Communion. Media possibilities:  
Music:  
Children’s Time: 
Social media: 

Related articles: 

· “Preaching as Storytelling: How to rely on stories to carry spiritual freight” by Fred Craddock, Chapter 128 from The Art and Craft of Biblical Preaching
· “What if Your Weakness is Your Superpower?” by Michael Beck. Dec. 16, 2021. This is a review of Michael’s book, Painting with Ashes. Michael is currently in the UMC news as one who is finding new ways to do church, “Fresh Expression of United Methodism.”
Discussion points: 1) Two different people will speak at each service. Bob Keim will speak at the Early Service. We need three other speakers for today. The stories can be recorded or written and read aloud by someone else. The more we tell our faith story, the more comfortable we become in that telling. 2) “Witness,” another word for telling our story, sounds scary. 3) People want an authentic church community, where people are honest about their struggles, questions, etc.
----------------------------------------------------------
January 14, 2024: “See for Yourself” 

Jesus Revolution (PG-13, 2023)
2nd Sunday after the Epiphany, Rev. Dr. MLK, Jr. Day, Human Relations Day
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Movie synopsis: In the 1970s, Greg Laurie and a sea of young people descend on sunny Southern California to redefine truth through all means of liberation. Inadvertently, Laurie meets a charismatic street preacher and a pastor who open the doors to a church to a stream of wandering youth. What unfolds is a counterculture movement that becomes the greatest spiritual awakening in American history. Length: 1 hr. 59 min. 
Scripture: John 1: 43-51 (The Message)

43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. When he got there, he ran across Philip and said, “Come, follow me.” 

44(Philip’s hometown was Bethsaida, the same as Andrew and Peter.)

45Philip went and found Nathanael and told him, “We’ve found the One Moses wrote of in the Law, the One preached by the prophets. It’s Jesus, Joseph’s son, the one from Nazareth!” 46Nathanael said, “Nazareth? You’ve got to be kidding.”

But Philip said, “Come, see for yourself.”

47When Jesus saw him coming he said, “There’s a real Israelite, not a false bone in his body.”

48Nathanael said, “Where did you get that idea? You don’t know me.”

Jesus answered, “One day, long before Philip called you here, I saw you under the fig tree.”

49Nathanael exclaimed, “Rabbi! You are the Son of God, the King of Israel!”

50Jesus said, “You’ve become a believer simply because I say I saw you one day sitting under the fig tree? You haven’t seen anything yet! 51Before this is over you’re going to see heaven open and God’s angels descending to the Son of Man and ascending again.”

Scripture: II Corinthians 5: 14-21 (NIV)
14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Synopsis: Our tendency to separate ourselves from others on the basis of categories we create is sin and denies us the opportunity to see God’s grace in others and God’s love for the whole world.  God calls us to see faith, hope, and love in others - and be strengthened as a community of faith. 

Felt need: To embrace the truth of God’s revelation in Jesus and recognize that he comes for all people

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 

Activity: Show the film at church on Sunday, January 7 at 4:00 pm. Ask people to wear 1960s style clothing. Tie dye shirts. Birkenstocks.
Media possibilities: Trailer - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auIzCJ7BxtE Length: 2:13. Cost: Free. Web license: No.
Music: Jesus Messiah; A Place at the Table #3149; The Summons #2130
Children’s Time: 
Social media: 

Related articles: 

· “The Alternative Jesus: Psychedelic Christ” - Time Magazine article from June 1971 https://content.time.com/time/subscriber/article/0,33009,905202-1,00.html
Discussion points: 
1. When Diane saw the movie, there were only a total of five people in the theater. During one scene, everyone was gathered in a big tent and were asked to reach out and touch someone else. She felt a hand on her shoulder and felt warm though no one was nearby. As she refocused on the movie, she felt comforted/comfortable. She also felt like she was reliving some history. 
2. The movie, which is based on a true story, parallels what is happening right now. It addresses some generational stuff (“When I was young…”) around social issues (like sexuality) and doesn’t shy away from showing conflicts, though maybe not every one.

3. Greg Laurie and his wife are still actively ministering in California. 

4. Hippies were searching for community, belonging, and connection. Many sought answers in all the wrong places, including drugs and alcohol. “Jesus Revolution” is a revival story of those who found answers in faith. 

5. Bob sees a need for both the church and politicians to look to I Corinthians 13 for a better way to get along.

6. The church doesn’t have a monopoly on grace. II Corinthians points out that the church is Christ’s ambassador. It is too bad that people outside of the church are better examples of this under certain circumstances.
7. II Corinthians offers a new point of view for seeing others.

----------------------------------------------------------
January 21, 2024: “We Belong Together” 
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Elemental (PG, 2023)
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany

Movie synopsis: Elemental is a story set in Element City, where fire, water, land and air residents live together. The story introduces Ember, a tough, quick-witted and fiery young woman, whose friendship with a fun, sappy, go-with-the-flow guy named Wade challenges her beliefs about the world they live in. Length: 1 hr. 41 min.
Scripture: I John 4: 17-21 (MSG) 
17-18 God is love. When we take up permanent residence in a life of love, we live in God and God lives in us. This way, love has the run of the house, becomes at home and mature in us, so that we’re free of worry on Judgment Day—our standing in the world is identical with Christ’s. There is no room in love for fear. Well-formed love banishes fear. Since fear is crippling, a fearful life—fear of death, fear of judgment—is one not yet fully formed in love.
19 We, though, are going to love—love and be loved. First we were loved, now we love. He loved us first.
20-21 If anyone boasts, “I love God,” and goes right on hating his brother or sister, thinking nothing of it, he is a liar. If he won’t love the person he can see, how can he love the God he can’t see? The command we have from Christ is blunt: Loving God includes loving people. You’ve got to love both.

Scripture: Galatians 3: 26-29 (NIV) “Children of God”

26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.

Synopsis: Differences in cultural identity and experience are a part of our lives.  Learning more about one another is a blessing.  Differences aren’t a reason to fear or separate ourselves from each other.  Rather, seeking to understand others is a part of embracing the world God loves.    

Felt need: To celebrate our unity in diversity and remember our call to love one another   

Visuals: Periodic table. Fire, water, earth, air.
Hands-on item: 
Activity: Show the film at church on Sunday, January 14 at 4:00 pm
Media possibilities: Trailer - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXzcyx9V0xw Length: 2: 19. Cost: Free. Web license: No.
Music: 

Children’s Time: 

Social media: 

Related articles: 

· “Makers of ‘Elemental’ explore family, tolerance and movement” by Berenice Bautista, AP https://apnews.com/article/elemental-disney-pixar-movie-e09939b880de9710918bcbecfbc315ed
Discussion points: 

1. Some people have criticized the film because the main character is focused on what she wants.

2. Epiphany: Christ comes for all and calls us to be in relationship with others.

--------------------------------------------------------
January 28, 2023: “In the Real World”

Barbie (PG-13, 2023)

4th Sunday after the Epiphany

Movie synopsis: Barbie and Ken are having the time of their lives in the colorful and seemingly perfect world of Barbie Land. When Barbie suffers a crisis that leads her to question her world and her existence, and when she and Ken get a chance to go to the real world, they soon discover the joys and perils of living among humans. Length: 1 hr. 54 min. 
Scripture: Genesis 1: 1-2, 31 (MSG)

1-2 First this: God created the Heavens and Earth—all you see, all you don’t see. Earth was a soup of nothingness, a bottomless emptiness, an inky blackness. God’s Spirit brooded like a bird above the watery abyss.
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31 God looked over everything he had made; it was so good, so very good! It was evening, it was morning—Day Six.

Scripture: Proverbs 31: 1-9 (MSG)

The words of King Lemuel,
    the strong advice his mother gave him:
2-3 “Oh, son of mine, what can you be thinking of!
    Child whom I bore! The son I dedicated to God!
Don’t dilute your strength on fortune-hunting women,
    promiscuous women who shipwreck leaders.
4-7 “Leaders can’t afford to make fools of themselves,
    gulping wine and swilling beer,
Lest, hung over, they don’t know right from wrong,
    and the people who depend on them are hurt.
Use wine and beer only as sedatives,
    to kill the pain and dull the ache
Of the terminally ill,
    for whom life is a living death.
8-9 “Speak up for the people who have no voice,
    for the rights of all the misfits.
Speak out for justice!
    Stand up for the poor and destitute!”
Synopsis: The formation of identity and the search for meaning and purpose is a shared human experience.  We contemplate both the meaning of life and the reality of death, and we seek truth and wisdom about who we are and who we can become.  Ultimately, we rest in knowing that we belong to God who offers us salvation in Christ and the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit.      

Felt need: To remember that we are God’s good creation, created for a purpose, and called to make meaning with the life that we have 
Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 
Activity: Show the movie at church on Sunday, January 21 at 4:00 pm. Ask kids to bring their Barbies.
Media possibilities: Trailer - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBk4NYhWNMM length: 2:41. Cost: Free. Web license: No.
Music: 

Children’s Time: 
Social media: 

Related articles: 

· “Barbie and Ken Go East of Eden” by Hannah Anderson, Think Christian

· “Barbie and Our Reason for Being” by Roslyn Hernández, Think Christian
· “Barbie and Taylor Swift Are Bringing Us Together” by Beth Felker Jones, Wall Street Journal (planning retreat website).
· * “‘Barbie’ is Greta Gerwig’s Genesis Story” by Olivia Bardo, Sojourners https://sojo.net/articles/barbie-greta-gerwig-s-genesis-story.
Discussion points:
1. Who has seen this movie? Pastor Mary, Mark Erbes, Jean Kelly, Sue Baranowski.

2. It was surprising how many news outlets ran stories about this film.

3. Themes: creation, identity, purpose, and the ebb and flow of expectations. Barbie is seeking wisdom.
4. Memorable scenes: 

a. Commercials for Depressed Barbie. 

b. Weird Barbie - “You have to want to know what’s real.”

c. *Monologue on how women should behave – theatergoers clapped when the monologue ended. Note from Karen: This is from the Sojourners article:
I hear echoes of Evans words in the climatic monologue of Sasha’s mom Gloria, played by America Ferrera. “It is literally impossible to be a woman,” she says. “You have to never get old, never be rude, never show off, never be selfish, never fall down, never fail, never show fear, never get out of line.” Continuing, “I’m just so tired of watching myself and every single other woman tie herself into knots so that people will like us.”
d. Barbie told the older woman she was beautiful. The woman said she knew that. She is the daughter of Barbie’s creator.

e. The group of girls telling Barbie they are too old for playing with Barbies.

f. Ken’s job: Beach.

g. Ken returning from the real world: It was a bit too real for Jean as it reminded her of some of the less than wonderful aspects of her job as she approached retirement. 

5. Jean wasn’t allowed to have a Barbie, because of her anatomy. One of her younger sisters played Barbie at a friend’s house. The friend’s mother purchased the Barbie with the agreement that they would never tell the dad it was in their house.

6. The opening scene mimics Planet of the Apes, throwing out the baby dolls. Back story: Barbie’s creator wanted her daughter to have something more than just baby dolls to play with so she could imagine life as being more than just a mother.

7. The film is both funny and deep. Mark said he would need to watch it again to capture its full depth.

8. We see some of the other “Barbie” characters who didn’t enjoy the same longevity.

9. Time magazine just named Taylor Swift as person of the year for the joy she has brought to the world. Not everyone at the brainstorming is as thrilled with her. Mark told of Meghan experience in Nashville where everyone had to clear out of Target so Taylor could shop without being mobbed. Lynne doesn’t like the image she projects by always having to have a man.
10. Amazon created a 45-minute documentary, The Barbie Story.
11. Another movie to consider: E.T.
-------------------------------------------------------
February 4, 2024: “Keep Swinging!”

The Hill (PG, 2023) 
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5th Sunday after the Epiphany

Movie synopsis: Growing up impoverished in small-town Texas, young Rickey Hill shows an extraordinary ability for hitting a baseball, despite being burdened by leg braces from a degenerative spinal disease. His stern, pastor father discourages Rickey from playing baseball to protect him from injury, and to have him follow in his footsteps and become a preacher. As a young man, Rickey becomes a baseball phenomenon. His desire to participate in a try-out for a legendary major league scout divides the family and threatens Rickey’s dream of playing professional baseball. Based on a true story. Length: 2 hr. 6 min.
Scripture: Romans 5: 1-5 (NIV)

5 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.

Scripture: Hebrews 12: 1-3 (NIV)

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

Synopsis: Our faith story undoubtedly has seasons of struggle when we feel like we’re battling against ourselves or others.  Following Jesus means that we have a Guide on the journey who knows the pain of struggle, the need for perseverance, and the strength of hope.       

Felt need: To find hope and courage to be who we are and live authentically even when others’ expectations are different

Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 
Activity: Holy Communion. Show movie at church on Sunday, January 28 at 4:00 pm. 
Media possibilities: Trailer – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HKXIKjYsc6U Length: 2:25. Cost: Free. Web license: No. 
Music: 

Social media: 

Related articles: 

· Actor Dennis Quaid shares all about his Christian faith and his new faith-based movie 
Discussion points:

· More about the movie: It is based on a true story. Rickie played for the Montreal Expos starting at age 19 and was with them four years. His disability was due to a degenerative spinal disease.

· The story reminds Mark of “The Rookie” (2002), a story about a teacher who became a pitcher at the age of 35. It also starred Dennis Quaid. It reminds Mary of “Forrest Gump” because of his perseverance and optimism in the face of other people’s low expectations.

· Ask people to wear their favorite team jerseys.

--------------------------------------------
February 11, 2024: “My Story - Following the Jesus Way”

Transfiguration Sunday (Super Bowl Sunday)

Scripture: Mark 9: 2-9 (MSG)
In a Light-Radiant Cloud
2-4 Six days later, three of them did see it. Jesus took Peter, James, and John and led them up a high mountain. His appearance changed from the inside out, right before their eyes. His clothes shimmered, glistening white, whiter than any bleach could make them. Elijah, along with Moses, came into view, in deep conversation with Jesus.
5-6 Peter interrupted, “Rabbi, this is a great moment! Let’s build three memorials—one for you, one for Moses, one for Elijah.” He blurted this out without thinking, stunned as they all were by what they were seeing.
7 Just then a light-radiant cloud enveloped them, and from deep in the cloud, a voice: “This is my Son, marked by my love. Listen to him.”
8 The next minute the disciples were looking around, rubbing their eyes, seeing nothing but Jesus, only Jesus.
9 Coming down the mountain, Jesus swore them to secrecy. 
Synopsis: We all have faith stories. Here are three approaches to telling it. 

The first approach is what we discussed at the planning retreat.

3. Here’s my faith story (focus on times of joy, challenges, and/or gratitude)

4. What does Jesus mean to me?

The second way looks at three “chapters” of your story:

4. My life before turning to Christ.

5. How I met Christ.

6. My life with Christ.

The second approach might not fit the experience of many deeply committed and growing Christians. This third way might work better.

4. Early Christian influences in my life.

5. Making faith my own.

6. My life with Christ today.

Felt need: To make the connection between listening to Jesus and following him 
Visuals: 

Hands-on item: 
Activity: 
Media possibilities: 

Music: 

Social media: 

Related articles: 
Discussion points: This service follows the same format as January 7. See page 5.
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