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REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR MARY IVANOV 
During the month of November, I’ve been posting a daily intentional message about gratitude.  
It’s an important spiritual discipline for me, and I hope it’s an encouragement for others to focus on 
what we can be grateful for – even those things we easily take for granted.  I discovered that what 

I’ve heard is true: when we focus on gratitude, we find more reasons to be grateful.  That doesn’t mean 
that there aren’t hard things we face, but the perspective and the lens of gratitude are transformative.  
Now, I need to continue it and keep it up beyond November! 
 

I want to lift up many reasons we have to be grateful at LHUMC.  The past month has been full of 
celebrations and opportunities to connect with others along with ongoing mission and ministry. 

 We received nine new members: Ed & Sue Baranowski, Dave Beachum, Kim Gaver, Andrea 
Goodburn, Grace Lynn, Peggy Miller, Delaney Niswonger, and Paul Powers.  Welcome!  We’re so 
grateful that you’ve found a spiritual home at LHUMC.  

 Our Education Team hosted a successful Trunk or Treat with 24 vehicles and more than 140 kids 
and youth plus their families!  Thanks to everyone who supported this event!  See photos at the back 
of this newsletter.     

 We celebrated the saints, met in-person for Charge Conference (look for the online link to be sent 
out soon!), and our had a great time at our Project Blessings event hosted by our Missions Team.  See 
photos at the back of this newsletter.  

 Our Worship Brainstorming at LeFleur Shoppe helped to get us into the spirit of the season as we 
prepare for a great series using Dickens’ A Christmas Carol as a resource. 

 16 people participated in our Five Love Languages workshop, and we’re excited to think about 
another opportunity in early 2023! 

 Our GriefShare session concluded with a special Holidays event, and I’m grateful for your support 
of this valuable ministry that helps our church and community.  Thanks to Rose Emmons, Rev. John & 
Sheryl Thompson, and Vicki Zuker for being a part of the facilitation team.   

 A great crew of 25 people participated in Hanging of the Greens, and our space looks ready for the 
Advent and Christmas season.  See photos at the back of this newsletter. 

 We’ve been able to meet many needs for shoes and boots through Shoes for Shores.  School staff 
know that they can count on LHUMC to help.  A Ross Park teacher who requested shoes for a child in 
her classroom wrote, “They are perfect!!!  THANK YOU!!!!  He LOVES them and is sooooo PROUD!!!!” 

 

Because of faithful giving and service, I give thanks for all that we can do together to share God’s love and 

grace.  THANK YOU for being a part of God’s work!  See you on Sunday, Pastor Mary  
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God Bless Us, Every One! The Redemption of Scrooge 
 

Our current series is based on Charles Dickens’ Christmas classic, A Christmas Carol. 
We encourage you to read the original story, watch one of the many film versions, or 
take five minutes to watch a refresher video by LHUMC’s own Dave Lorenz here: 
(https://lakeharborumc.org/2022/11/november-27-2022-bah-humbug 
makingchange/).  
 

Dec. 4, 2022: “Remembrance of Christmas Past: Hope from Heartbreak” 
Scripture: Isaiah 9: 2, 6a; Luke 2: 8-14 
Synopsis: Looking back into our past is sometimes a painful experience, and it requires courage and hope. 
When the Ghost of Christmas Past makes a visit, Scrooge is immediately afraid of the light that emanates 
from it. As he begins the terrifying journey, he sheds tears for the disappointment of his own past and 
compassion slowly begins to grow in his life. How will we be inspired to share hope in the midst of the 
world’s heartbreak? 
 

Dec. 11, 2022: “Life of Christmas Present: Look upon Me!” 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 15: 7-11; Matthew 2: 1-18 
Synopsis: At the beginning of the story, Scrooge has a prescription for humanity – the poor have only 
themselves to blame and would be better off dead. So, when he is visited by the spirit of the present, he is 
admonished to “look!” because he must really see the truth of a suffering world and his hand in it. Love is 
the center of the message this week. What if, in this season, our lives reflected the truth that God has 
already blessed us everyone, and we are called to make visible and tangible those blessings? 
 

Dec. 12, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.: “God, Our Comfort Keeper” – Blue Christmas 
Scripture: Isaiah 40: 1-5; Luke 2: 1-7 
Synopsis: A Christmas Carol begins with the reality of death and continues with memories and snapshots of 
life – grief, loneliness, joy, and community. It is the real stuff of life, which is much like the story 
surrounding Jesus’ birth. It is a hard story filled with the unexpected and sometimes painful circumstances 
we face.  This Blue Christmas service will allow for sacred grief and for a sparking of the flames of hope and 
gratitude.   

 

Dec. 18, 2022: “The Hope of Christmas Future: Death-Defying Acts” 
Scripture: Romans 8: 4b-17; Luke 4: 18-19 
Synopsis: We all have fear to varying degrees, and it affects our behavior, our relationships, our generosity, 
and our ability to truly know the joy of life. The journey of Scrooge with the Ghost of Christmas yet to Come 
is harrowing. He tries to hide and run from it, but to no avail. It is only when he realizes that he has the 
power to change the destructive course he is on that his fear is transformed to joy. Like Scrooge, we can 
experience true transformation from death-like attitudes to a reawakening to life. No matter how far off 
course we might have gone, “we haven’t missed it!” 

 

Dec. 24, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.: “Keeping Christmas Well” 
Scripture: Isaiah 9: 2-7; Matthew 1: 18-25; Luke 1: 26-45, 2: 1-20 

December Worship News by Karen Booth  

 

https://lakeharborumc.org/2022/11/november-27-2022-bah-humbugmakingchange/
https://lakeharborumc.org/2022/11/november-27-2022-bah-humbugmakingchange/
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Synopsis: “Keeping Christmas well” is not about signs of our own prosperity, but signs of our own 
redemption – getting our true selves back so that we might give of ourselves with joy. In this story, 
Scrooge’s journey is not complete until he reconciles with his family. “Scrooge knocked at the door and 
asked to be welcomed, and with joy, he was. If Scrooge can be redeemed, then so can we!” 

There will be a short Christmas service in the back parking lot at 10:00 p.m. We’ll sing a few carols 
and light candles. Please bring a candle in a jar so the candle won’t blow out. 

 

Dec. 25, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.: “God Bless Us Every One!” – Christmas Day 
Scripture: John 1: 1-14 
Synopsis: The Christ Child is born and we, the Body of Christ, are reborn with him. We’re called to embody 
peace, hope, love and joy, so how will we live this out? Scrooge could not contain his exuberance at being 
given the gift of living – truly living – another day. On this day of gift-giving, how will our lives continue to 
be a gift and a blessing for the sake of “everyone”? 

 

January 1, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.: “Turning the Page” – New Year’s Day 
Scripture: Psalm 148; Matthew 2: 13-15, 19-23 
Synopsis: Christmas is a powerful moment, but the power of it can quickly fade away. Jesus’ early life 
includes careful attention from his parents – listening to God’s direction. How can we use this moment – a 
new day and a new year – to listen for God’s direction and renew our commitment to following Jesus as 
disciples? 

 

Worship Connections Team meetings are open to everyone.  Karen 
Booth leads Worship Connections Team which meets most Mondays at  

1:00 p.m. at church. Please contact Karen (231-798-8431 or kwbooth@comcast.net) for more details.  
Niki Epplett leads the Celebration Team. Please contact Niki (231-750-2114 or jikiskycam@comcast.net)  
for more details. Join us for upcoming meetings: 

 Mon., Dec. 5 1:00 pm Worship Connections Team Meeting 
  Mon., Dec. 12 7:00 pm Blue Christmas Worship Service 
  Wed., Dec. 14 NOON Lunch & Brainstorming for Faith in Film 2023 
 Mon., Dec. 19 1:00 pm Worship Connections Team Meeting 
                                 Tues., Jan. 3 1:00 pm Worship Work Session 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Faith in Film 2023” 
All-Church Worship Brainstorming 

2023 Theme: Jesus is our past, present and future hope. 
Wed., Dec. 14 at NOON in LHUMC Lounge 

We will share a potluck lunch at noon. Please bring a dish to share. Brainstorming is from 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
 

Faith and pop culture already coexist in the lives of many Christians. We recognize that we see glimpses of 
God’s truth in unlikely places, even in movie characters who are searching for hope and meaning in their 
perfectly messy lives. Here are some of the films we will use:  

 Encanto (Nov. 2021) Rated PG. Encanto tells the tale of the Madrigals, an extraordinary family who live 
in a wondrous, charmed place called an Encanto. Each child has been blessed with a magic gift unique 
to them—each child except Mirabel. But when the family’s home is threatened, Mirabel may be their 

about:blank
about:blank
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only hope. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CaimKeDcudo. Related article: “Encanto’s Ode to 
Mental Health.” 

 Top Gun: Maverick (2022) Rated PG-13. After more than thirty years of service as one of the Navy’s top 
aviators, Pete Mitchell is where he belongs, pushing the envelope as a courageous test pilot and 
dodging the advancement in rank that would ground him. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qSqVVswa420. Related article: “Minister Maverick.” 

 A Marvel Universe movie 
 

More information about each week’s Scripture readings and message will become available at church and 
at our website. RSVP to Karen Booth at kwbooth@comcast.net or 231-798-8431 or 231-557-1069, call the 
office at 231-798-2181, or sign up at church.   
 

Radical Hospitality 
Advent and Christmas are a great time to invite others to worship with you.  If you watch our 

livestream on Sunday mornings, let others know you’re worshiping and “check in” on Facebook.  Share 
posts that invite others to participate in the opportunities to worship, study Scripture, and give! 
You can also share our YouTube channel (Lake Harbor UMC) where people can 
connect and access all of our worship service recordings.       
 

Yard Signs are available as one more way to invite people to worship with us.  We’d 
especially love to put them in high-visibility locations.  Please contact the office or 
stop by and pick one up.  Thanks for your help in WELCOMING ALL!   
 

Coffee Time is back after 9:00 a.m. worship – once a month, and we’re looking for hosts.  Please sign up 
at the Welcome Center for 2023 dates. 
 

Celebration service (11:00 a.m. worship) is offering Fellowship Time on the 3rd Sunday of each month. We 

serve coffee and cookies at the back of the sanctuary after worship.  If you’d like to volunteer, please 
contact Sheryl Thompson.  We’d like teams of two people.   
 

If you’re on Facebook, make sure to CONNECT and SHARE what’s going on:   
 Lake Harbor United Methodist Church page (livestream Sunday worship) 

 Lake Harbor UMC – closed group 

 LHUMC Children’s Ministry – closed group  
 Lake Harbor Youth Group – page   

                               

LAKE HARBOR’S MUSIC MINISTRY 
“God gave us music that we might pray without words.” 

 

CHOIR:  Choir rehearses Wed., Dec. 7 at 6:30 p.m. and Sunday mornings at 8:15 a.m.  Please join us! (No 

rehearsal on Dec. 25 or Jan. 1.).    
 

HAND BELLS:  We rehearse on Sunday evenings (Dec. 4, 11, & 18) from 6:00-7:30 p.m. in the music room.   
 

PRAISE TEAM rehearses on Saturdays at 10:00 a.m.  Contact Michael Boersma at 231-

638-0522 if you’re interested in joining them.  They will not practice on Dec. 24.   

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Lord, Hear our Prayers…” 
When you can’t put your prayer into words, God hears your heart. 

 

Breath Prayer is a simple and powerful way to commune with God.  Use a short 
phrase like Help me extend love to center your heart and mind on God.  As we enter 
this season that can bring added stress, using these words can help us to remember 
our call to love others as God loves us.   
 

Our Monthly Prayer Service won’t meet as usual in December, but our Blue 
Christmas Service on Mon., Dec. 12 at 7:00 p.m. is a time of prayer and reflection, 

especially for the struggles in our lives.  Join us in-person or on our livestream.   
 

Our Prayer Chain is a way for you to be more intentional about praying for others. Contact the office at 
Office@LakeHarborUMC.org if you want to be included on the E-mail Prayer Chain.   
 

Prayer Requests are printed off each Thursday and posted on the tower by the sign-in tables. 
 

INTENTIONAL FAITH  DEVELOPMENT 
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
Our vision is that all people may experience the love of Jesus.   
Our call then, is Love: welcoming all, empowered by Christ, sent forth to serve. 

 

December Upper Room devotionals are posted on our Facebook 

page every day.  This is great way to nurture your spiritual health! 
 

Tuesday morning Bible study meets at 10:00-11:30 a.m. in the 
Lounge – or on Zoom.  We’re studying the prophet Elijah in I and 
 II Kings focusing on spiritual stamina in every season.  Join us!  We 
will not meet on Dec. 27.   
 

Men’s Bible Study meets on Tuesday, Dec. 6, 13, & 20 at 7:00 p.m.  

If you have questions, contact Mike Layman. 
 

Women's Bible Study meets on Tues., Dec. 6, 13, & 20 at 6:30 p.m. 

in the Lounge.  Friends are always welcome.  Bring a Bible and 
yourself.  Questions?  Contact facilitator Niki Epplett at 231-750-2114. 
  

SATURDAY SISTERS BIBLE STUDY meets from 10:30 am-12:00 p.m. at Rose Emmons home (5474 
McDowell St.).  In December, we’re doing the Advent study Because of Bethlehem by Max Lucado.  We will 
not meet on Dec. 24 or 31.  We’ll begin a new study on Jan. 7, 2023.  New members always welcome!  
 

WOMEN’S PRAYER GROUP meets on the 2nd Saturday of the month - Sat., Dec. 10 from 9:30-10:15 a.m. 
at Rose Emmons home (5474 McDowell St.).  We hope to see you then to spend some time in intentional 
prayer and praise!  All are welcome.   
 

Our Social Justice small group will meet on Thurs., Dec. 15.  This is an opportunity to share, 
reflect, hear each other’s stories, and help each other do the work of seeking justice where we are.   
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Social Justice Issue:  Celebration Worship chooses a prayer focus each month related to social justice – 
how our faith connects to important social issues.  We begin with prayer, and we’re called to action.  In 
December, our focus is Refugees, remembering that Jesus and his family were refugees when they fled to 
Egypt.  Watch for more information to raise your own awareness and be involved in efforts to help. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS… 

December birthday blessings to our friends: Azalea Bos - 12/4 & Breck Tejchma - 12/14 
 

We had a great time of learning and connecting at our 5 Love Languages for 
Families workshop.  Look for another opportunity in early 2023!  
 

Sunday School meets at 10:15-10:45 a.m. for kids and youth.  Preschool-5th graders 
meet downstairs.  Grades 6-12 meet upstairs.  We will not meet on Dec. 25 or Jan. 1.  

 

Readers to Leaders Advent Read-A-Thon: Most of us have access to a lot of reading material: books, 
newspapers, comics, online, instructions with games, and more.  It comes naturally to us to read.  In some 
areas, kids don’t have access to reading material.  Our Advent offering will be added together with monies 
from many other Michigan United Methodist Churches to support two ministries focused on education.  
 

1. Freedom School Program, which operates a summer literacy and cultural enrichment program in 
Michigan in communities where quality academic enrichment programming is limited, too 
expensive, or non-existent.    

2. Liberia Scholarship Program, which is a covenant program between the Liberia and the Michigan 
Conference.  This program aims to raise funds for 100 students to go to school for eight years, and to 
support four of the most economically disadvantaged schools in Liberia.  It will provide access to 
clean water, flush toilets, and new science and computer labs.  

Students will be collecting pledges and commit to reading 15 minutes each day during Advent (Nov. 27-
Dec. 24).  We’d like to invite everyone in the congregation to join in and make that commitment to literacy 
this Advent, too!  Consider collecting (and/or making your own) pledges and reading each day!  You can 
collect the money with the pledge - or at the end of Advent.  Extra pledge sheets are available at 
church.  Checks can be made out to LHUMC with Read- A-Thon in the memo.  People can pledge an amount 
per day or give a set amount.  Our Missions Team is matching pledges up to $300! 

 Lake Harbor Youth Groups  

We meet Wednesday nights: 5th-8th grade at 6:00-7:00 p.m.  9th-12th grade at 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

December 7: Baking downstairs in the kitchen to prepare for our Cookie Walk on December 10 
  

December 14: Shopping to help others in the community - families and individuals 
This will be an all-group event from 6:00-8:00 p.m.  Location TBD as we work out all details!  
 

December 21: Christmas Party!  A fun night of celebration, games, and treats. 
 

No meeting on Dec. 28 or Jan. 4.  Enjoy your Holiday Break and spend some special time with your 
families!  
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Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!  To everyone who ordered a pie and to those who helped us make, 

deliver, and enjoy them!  What a fun weekend as we made 332 pies! 

                                              

                                            
 

Cookie Walk Fundraiser 

Saturday, December 10 from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

Come to the Lounge to purchase a container and fill it up with Christmas cookies and 
goodies made by the youth, their families, and friends.  You can bring them to parties or work, give them as 
gifts, or just bring them home to snack on.  Everyone loves cookies!   
 

Cookie Walk is coming, and we need bakers!  We need help to fill the tables!  If you’re willing 
to bake a batch or two of your favorite Christmas cookies, please let Jimmy know (231-750-9707).                              
 

   

Youth Director Jimmy Epplett's Contact Info:   Facebook = Jimmy Epplett   cell # (231) 750-9707  
 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach (M.N.O.): We welcome new members to this 

fun-loving group!  Contact Sheryl Thompson at 231-563-6417 or Karen Post 231-733-2782. 
  

Thinking of You – A Christmas Tradition 

Please join us on Thurs., Dec. 1 to pack Christmas bags for our homebound members.  We need:  
 Homemade cookies individually wrapped or bagged 
 Individually wrapped chocolates or candies   
 “Special Delivery” people are needed, too! (Arrive around 11:00 a.m. if possible) 

We’ll meet at 10:00 a.m. in the Lounge, so please have your items here before then.  Please contact Sheryl 
Thompson at 231-286-7680 or church office to let us know how you will help out. 
  

32 College Student and Young Adult Care Cards were mailed out before Thanksgiving. 
Thank you for supporting this important outreach to our young adults! 
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Soup Pot Ministry is available to those who are in need of a meal during difficult times. If you 
know someone who could use some meals, call Marie Kordecki at 231-740-5458.  We need some 

NEW COOKS!  Even if you aren’t a “cook,” feel free to bring in takeout (Lee’s, Fazoli’s or pizza).  Contact 
Marie Kordecki if you’d like to help with this ministry. 
 

Ross Park Readers is looking for loving servants who could offer one hour during the week reading with 
kids and/or helping in a classroom.  Please see Pastor Mary if you’re interested.  

 

Lunch Bunch meets on Tues., Dec. 13 at 12:30 p.m. at Driftwood Café at 
Tanglewood.  Everyone is invited!  Sign up on the Welcome Center. 
 

Members on the move…    

Please keep the office informed when you’re moving or changing phone numbers or E-mail.   
 

Snowbirds: Please let the office know your contact information before you leave (or if you are already 
gone for the season).  Email your info to Office@LakeHarborUMC.org or call us at 231-798-2181.  This helps 
us to stay connected and saves us paying for return postage.  Thanks! 
  

Missions Corner 

Missions Team meets every other month, and we’re looking for passionate 
people to join us!  Thank you for helping us serve others in Jesus’ name.  Our 

next meeting is Mon., Dec. 5 at 6:30 p.m.  If you have questions or ideas, please 
contact the office or Jill McMahon at 231-343-5749 
or jdcmcmahon23@gmail.com.   

From our local CROP Hunger Walk Committee:  With about 100 participants representing 
19 different churches and groups, counting cash, check, and online donations, our Muskegon 
CROP Walk raised a total of $23,445.  We are so grateful for your support to give hope and 

help for those struggling with hunger in our community.  Thank you, all! 
 

Our NOVEMBER Noisy Offering total for UMCOR Domestic Disaster Relief will be shared soon.  Thanks 

for your support to help those who have been affected by natural disasters in the U.S.! 
 

There’s no specific Noisy Offering in December, but there are many opportunities to give!  Take a look at 
the Giving Opportunities page and consider alternative giving for the people in your life!  What a 
wonderful way to honor them!   
 

We also invite you to make a special Christmas offering that will support local and global missions.  Look 
for a mailing and giving envelope to come to you in early December. 

 

GIVING TUESDAY is Nov. 29!  Giving to local, national, and global mission 
organizations is a great way to honor those you love and share the love of 
Jesus Christ in the world.   
 

 

mailto:Office@LakeHarborUMC.org
mailto:jdcmcmahon23@gmail.com
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December MAP Items of the Month:              
    Peanut butter and Soup and Dish soap 

 

Servants are needed at MAP Clothes Closet on Tues., Dec. 6 and Thurs., Dec. 8 from 12:30-3:00 p.m.  If 
you’re willing to help, call Madonna Borgerding at 231-780-2998.  Men’s clothes are always needed! 
 

Supper House: Our next date to serve is Tues., Dec. 6 from 3:45-5:30 p.m.  We now use a team of 6 
people to serve guests.  If you’re planning on serving, call Sheryl Thompson at 231-563-6417 so we can 
plan accordingly.  Through our mission giving, we’ve provided funds to purchase warm socks, gloves, hats, 
and scarves, for their Christmas party in December.  Thanks for your generosity!   
 

Be not forgetful to entertaining strangers, for thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares. - Hebrews 13:2 

Thank you to all those who provided meals for Family Promise guests in early November.  Your 

giving is much appreciated!  Our next time to serve is Feb. 26-March 4, 2023.  Please mark your calendar! 
 

Community Opportunities: Many local organizations are looking for people with a heart to serve – 

whether short-term or long-term.  Meals on Wheels and Red Cross need drivers.  There are opportunities 
to mentor.  If you’re looking for a new way to serve, call Pastor Mary.  We can help make the connection.  




Thank you to all that supported Lauren and I, in spirit or with generous donations, as we 
ran the Detroit International 1/2 Marathon this past October. All proceeds went to the Kirk 
Gibson Foundation for Parkinson's.  Each step we took was easier knowing that we had 
people cheering us on from a distance! I was super happy to cross this finish line! 
Mary Scott 

 





From our FINANCE Team by Brad Hilleary, Chairperson  

To my Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Lake Harbor UMC: 
This is your 2022 year-to-date Finance Committee report and update.  Overall we are in very good financial 
shape.  The power of the Holy Spirit is alive and well, and we are all blessed because of it. 

1) To date we have paid our Ministry Shares for 2022.  Praise God! 
2) Year-to-date giving (through October 31, 2022) is $302,741 with expenses of $284,619.  This is a 

surplus of surplus through October. 
3) To begin the year 2022, we had $102,607 in our checking account.  At the end of October, we had 

$112,189. 
4) We have approved many capital projects around the church and parsonage. 
5) We are working on the 2023 budget.  Please send in or hand in your 2023 Faith Commitment card 

with your pledge. 
6) Once again this year, we had an outside individual come in and perform a financial review, and 

everything is in order. 
7) We have reviewed and are updating our financial policies. 
8) In addition to the money in our checking account, we have an additional funds in special designated 

funds and our Foundation investments. 
If anyone has any questions, flag me down on a Sunday or give me a call.  God Bless! 
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2022 Financial Giving: All gifts need to be in the office by Saturday, Dec. 31 for our 
counters to count on Tues., Jan. 3.  Thank you! 
 

Contributions can be debited automatically from your checking or savings 
account or processed using your credit card or debit card. Electronic giving 

offers convenience for you and much needed consistency in giving.  You can 
set up your donations on our website or if you’d rather, stop by the church office for assistance.  
To set up your electronic donation on our www.lakeharborumc.org:                                  

 Click on “Give” button  

 Click on “Create Profile” button                                               

 Follow onscreen instructions.                                                                                 

It’s easy and stress free – and can help us to be more consistent in our giving, which blesses our church.  

We now have a QR code that connects to online giving, too! 
 

From our Trustees: Work in the Memorial Garden is nearly completed, and the improvements look 

great!  All of the problems have been resolved, and we look forward to having a fresh new look this spring.  
For now, check out the new walkway!  If you’d like to help with a financial gift, please mark it for our 
Memorial Garden designated fund.  We’ll be meeting in early 2023 to plan our projects for next year, 
which includes some work at the parsonage.  Thanks for your continued support! 

 

La Leche League, the breastfeeding support group for parents, usually meets on third Tues. of 
each month at 10:00 a.m. in the LHUMC nursery. Our December meeting is Dec. 13.  Anyone 
interested in breastfeeding is welcome to attend.  The ideal time for parents to begin attending 
is before arrival of the baby, but many wait until after baby is born.  If you know anyone who 

would benefit from attending this group, please let them know.  Questions?  Contact Mary Swisher at 231-

777-3238 or text 231-215-4145.  
  

If you’re in the hospital, because of the privacy laws, we may not know that you are there.  
Please have a family member or friend notify the office at (231) 798-2181. 
 

Lake Harbor UMC’s Regular Office Hours are Monday – 
Thursday from 9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m.  We are closed Friday and 
Saturday.  LHUMC Office phone is 231-798-2181.  If you leave a 
message on the answering machine on the weekend, it will NOT be received until Monday morning.  

PLEASE NOTE: Office will be closed from 12/24-1/2.  Messages will be checked during the week. 
 

Stay connected!  United Methodist Church: www.umc.org  Michigan Area UMC: http://michiganumc.org    

Midwest District: https://midwest.michiganumc.org/      Lake Harbor UMC:  http://lakeharborumc.org 
 

GriefShare offers help and encouragement after the death of a loved one.  We 
begin our next 13-week session on January 9, 2023, and we meet on Mondays at 
6:30 p.m. through March.  More information is at www.griefshare.org.  Please 

share this with family, friends, or neighbors. 

 

http://www.lakeharborumc.org/
http://www.lakeharborumc.org/
http://www.umc.org/
http://michiganumc.org/
https://midwest.michiganumc.org/
http://lakeharborumc.org/
http://www.griefshare.org/
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Sunday Servants 
Serving December 4 at 9:00 am:                                   Serving December 4 at 11:00 am: 

                Worship Leader:  Dave Lorenz                                          Worship Leader: Dirk Fuller 

Ushers: Dave Stamy, Adam Pyman, Ruth Pyman                    Greeters: Sheryl Thompson & GL Bates 

Computer: Karen Booth    Camera: Luka Ivanov           Computer: Skylar Bosch   Camera: Aiden Bosch    

Sound: David Booth      FB Host: Jill McMahon                   Sound: Bob Bosch    FB Host: Jill McMahon 

                   Counters: Steve Hill, Ed Baranowski                           Tear down: Jimmy and Niki Epplett 
 

                    Serving December 11 at 9:00 am:                                 Serving December 11 at 11:00 am: 

                            Worship Leader:  Ken Luckett                                      Worship Leader: Brad Hilleary    

         Ushers: Jim Post, Karen Post, Peggy Tully                              Greeters: John Thompson & John Colella 

Computer: Fred Yonkers      Camera: Pat Yonkers                Computer: Jim Grace     Camera: Jeff Verry 

         Sound: Rob Mertz       FB Live Host: Ivan Ivanov              Sound: Karen Grace    FB Live Host: Niki Epplett 

           Counters: Madonna Borgerding, Jeanne Funnell              Tear down: Laura Dean, Kelsey Boss 
 

Blue Christmas - Monday, December 12 at 7:00 pm: 
Computer: Jim Grace Camera/livestream: Lisa Kasmauski Sound: Bob Bosch 

 

Serving December 18 at 9:00 am:                        Serving December 18 at 11:00 am: 

                       Worship Leader: Dave Lorenz                              Worship Leader and Tear down: Chris Beaudoin     

 Ushers: Fred Yonkers, Pat Yonkers, Rod Moon, Kathy Mertz      Greeters: Jill Warren & Jill McMahon 

Computer: Larry Kasmauski    Camera: Lisa Kasmauski                Computer: Julie Fuller Camera: Jay McMahon           

Sound: Gary Cooper        FB Live Host: Ivan Ivanov                Sound: Arianna Davros   FB Live Host: Jeff Verry 

 Counters: Bev Layman, Karen Hill 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - Friday, December 24 at 7:00 pm: 

Worship Leader: TBA                       Ushers:   TBA  

Computer: Fred Yonkers     Camera: Pat Yonkers       

Sound: Rob Mertz       FB Live Host:  TBA                 
 

                      Serving December 25 at 10:00 am: 

Worship Leader: Rose Emmons      Greeters: TBA 

Ushers: John Decker, Gayle Decker, Mark Rousell 

Computer: TBA     Camera: Luka Ivanov 

Sound: TBA      FB Live Host: Ivan Ivanov 

Counters: Cyndi Barefoot, Mudgi Cavender 
 

Thanks to everyone who serves to make our worship services meaningful, memorable, and accessible! 
 

AN IMPORTANT NOTE: Please be aware of scams, especially this time of year.  Pastor Mary and church 

staff will never send a text or E-mail asking you for money or giftcards to be sent to them directly.  So many 
people have been victims of scams.  If you receive a strange message, even if it appears to be from Pastor 
Mary or the office E-mail, do not reply to it.  Please notify the office so we are aware.   
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Lake Harbor UMC Giving and Gifting Opportunities 
              

 

 
            

 

Prison Fellowship Angel Tree provides gifts to children whose parent is incarcerated.  We have specific 

gift tags for 13 children who live in our area.  If you’d like to purchase one of these gifts, tags will be ready 

on Sun., Nov. 27.  Please bring gifts WRAPPED by Sun., Dec. 11. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hand2Hand helps kids with a weekend pack of 

food.  We’re collecting boxed Macaroni and Cheese 
to assist Temple UMC as they provide meals for the 
students of Edgewood Elementary School.  There is a 
box for your gifts in the sanctuary by the Hand2Hand banner. 
 

Shoes for Shores was born at LHUMC and provides shoes and 

boots for kids in need in our area.  Make a donation so that we’re 
ready to purchase the right size when we get a request.   
 

Kids’ Food Basket currently serves at least 1,650 
students in Muskegon daily.  Fill the wish list:  Fruit 
cups or pouches, Pudding cups, and Meat sticks (like 
Slim Jims).  Items can be put in the KFB tote in the sanctuary.  
They also need sandwich and snack size Ziplock bags and 
decorated bags.   
 

Supper House Christmas Party: We’re able to provide warm 
socks, hats, gloves, and scarves for 20 people this year! 

Our Missions Team has put together some great ideas – some old and some new!  We’re confident in 
these organizations. They do good work in our community.  Our giving is a reflection of God’s love in 
our lives – and one way we make room for others as we celebrate the coming of Christ for the whole 
world.  Give in as many ways as you’d like.  If you have any questions, please call the office. 

Mission for Area People (MAP) 
MAP TEEN Angel Tree (15-18 years old) 
Suggestions for gifts:  

 lounge pants 

 watches 

 wallets or purses 

 art supplies 

 hoodies 

 basketballs, footballs, or soccer balls 

 perfume or cologne 

Please bring gifts unwrapped by Sun., Dec. 11.  

Muskegon County Jail - Christmas bags 

delivered through the Chaplain’s Office 
Travel sized items needed:  

 Body Lotion 

 Shampoo 

 Conditioner  

 Socks 

 Body Wash  

 Toothpaste  

 Soap  

 Rice Krispie treats 

Please bring items by Sun., Dec. 11. 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15JhMy8sHveVpgF4WTWIKa0CNPbd2YFY_WKd3kt2EqMA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15JhMy8sHveVpgF4WTWIKa0CNPbd2YFY_WKd3kt2EqMA/edit
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Thanks to NSPD 

         for joining us! 

 

Project Blessings 
Making cards 

Painting rocks                       

 
Hanging of the Greens 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for  

your help! 

 


