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“God	Said…”	
September 25, 2022 
Half Truth series 
 

God said it, I believe it, that settles it. It’s really more of a slogan - maybe an 
attempt to reach people with a certainty of faith. We like being certain, don’t we? 
We want answers, but simply saying we believe isn’t the whole picture. This phrase 
might fit on a bumper sticker. It might sound good, but it’s not very accurate - and 
probably not terribly helpful if we really want to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. Christian Piatt writes, “If ever there was a top-shelf 
conversation killer this is it. You’re not inviting any opinion, response, thought or the 
like. You’re simply making a claim and telling others to shut up.”   

Last week, when we presented Bibles to our young people, I told them that 
our Bibles should be well-read. We should mark them. We should take notes. This is 
the most important message we read, and yet, if statistics tell us anything, we don’t 
read it very much. Even for people who follow Jesus, daily Scripture reading isn’t a 
given. That’s why developing a daily devotional practice is really important. That’s 
why we share materials.   

It’s also why finding ways to connect to a group of people who study Scripture 
together is so helpful. It’s easy to read Scripture and hear my own opinion, but we 
can’t just hear our own opinion. Studying Scripture in community is a powerful, 
meaningful, and transformational experience. It brings us together and builds 
relationships. For me, being in a small group helps me to be accountable to that 
discipline. I need others to support me, and I need their insights to help me think 
more deeply about what Scripture is saying to me and God’s call on my life. 

Scripture is inspired (I think that’s what God-breathed means), which means 
that the Holy Spirit has a hand in its creation. It’s a book of faith that helps to form 
our faith personally and communally. It’s meant to teach us, help us grow in faith, 
challenge us, move us closer to God and each other, and give us what we need to do 
what is good. That’s what Paul says to Timothy – Scripture is useful, but the outcome 
is that we do good.   

It’s not a science book and isn’t meant to be, though it can inform and guide 
us. It tells the story of faith across millennia, and it’s written down by people who 
were called and inspired - not as an act of dictation. We trust that those who 
recorded it were led by the Spirit and were seeking to be faithful to God. They have 
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their own personalities, and sometimes that comes through in their writing. They’re 
writing in specific time, place, to a specific audience in specific circumstances. Even 
when we read about the power of Scripture in the two passages today, we have to 
realize that they’re talking about what we call Old Testament writings because that’s 
all they had!      

And Scripture is different types of literature - history, poetry, songs, and more. 
We have our favorite passages that offer us comfort and encouragement, and if 
we’re honest, there are probably stories and verses that trouble us, too. If I took all 
Scripture literally, I wouldn’t be a pastor because some say that women shouldn’t be 
in church leadership. That’s one example of why context and interpretation are so 
important.     

When we say God said it, I believe it, that settles it, we’re really saying is “The 
Bible says it…” And though we honor Scripture, one major issue is that we 
oversimplify what it means to encounter Scripture. We can’t simply take it at face 
value. If we broke down all of the laws in the Old Testament, there are 613! That 
comes after the Ten Commandments were given when they started to ask for 
specifics.  

If you’ve ever read through Leviticus, you’ve read some of the laws that we 
really don’t follow anymore. There’s a command in Deuteronomy 23: 12-14 about 
how you’re supposed to make a designated area outside of camp where you take 
care of toilet business. It was about keeping the camp clean, and would you believe 
that when inside plumbing became an option, there were arguments about whether 
churches should have indoor toilets? Can you imagine having any arguments about 
this issue now?   

Did you know that all of us are breaking Levitical law today? I’d bet that most 
of us are wearing clothing made of mixed fibers. Perhaps you’ve eaten a pork 
product or certain shellfish that wasn’t allowed. If you’ve shaved anything lately or 
trimmed your beard, that was a no-no, too. There are laws about disciplining 
children that we’d consider beyond abusive. There are commands about honoring 
the Sabbath that we never follow.   

Some say that Jesus came and changed the game in terms of how we read and 
understand Scripture, but then we still have to deal with what it says. So, when we 
say God said it, I believe it, that settles it, we’re really not speaking with any integrity. 
One commentator wrote, “In the Bible, even when God said it, not everyone 
believed it, and nobody thought that it settled it.” There were constant questions 
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about what the Torah meant for the people. Jesus interpreted Old Testament Law in 
light of the love of God, which is really what got him into trouble with religious 
authorities of his day. In the early church, there was interpretation as Jews and 
Gentiles came together to form a new community that followed the way of Jesus. 
Interpretation was happening constantly and still is!   

As we seek to understand Scripture, we pay attention to Jesus’ command to 
love God and neighbor. Barbara Brown Taylor writes, “The only clear line I draw 
these days is this: when my religion tries to come between me and my neighbor, I 
will choose my neighbor…Jesus never commanded me to love my religion.” That’s a 
challenge when we stop and consider it. 

Frederick Buechner wrote, “A legalistic religion…is in some ways very 
appealing. All you have to do in any kind of ethical dilemma is look it up in the book 
and act accordingly. Jesus … says all you have to do is love God and your neighbors. 
That may seem still more appealing until, in dilemma after dilemma, you try to figure 
out just how to go about doing it.” 

If you’ve ever been in a Bible study with others, you’ve heard people interpret 
the same Scripture in different ways. And even when we read a particular passage, it 
can land differently depending on the season of our lives and the circumstances 
we’re in. We need to discuss, think, and share about how Scripture forms us.   

In the Articles of Faith of our Church, it says that Scripture contains all things 
necessary for salvation. It’s the primary way that we understand God as revealed in 
Jesus, but it’s always interpreted. We experience God through the natural world, 
through art, through relationships and shared experiences - and all of those come to 
bear when we read Scripture.   

In our Methodist tradition, we have a way of explaining how we understand 
God’s will for us. It’s called the Wesleyan quadrilateral. We have a few different 
images to show. I like the idea of the lens through which we look to understand God.  
Scripture is the primary lens, but Christian tradition, reason, and experience matter, 
too. SLIDES Albert Outler developed this idea, and it’s helpful to understand God. 

Scripture is the inspired word of God. It’s meant to guide us and help us, but 
we have to know what goes into studying it. Even beyond the quadrilateral, there are 
other things. Biblical scholarship includes reading the text in its original form, textual 
criticism where scholars try to figure out exactly what words are being used, and 
translation from Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic.   



                                           
 

 4 

If you’ve ever translated anything or heard someone translate, it’s fascinating. 
Translation includes interpretation from the one who’s translating. And then there’s 
the work of looking at the context, why it was written, what it meant to those who 
first read it, and what it might mean for us now. And this isn’t new. Jewish tradition 
included debates over Scripture and differing interpretations, which is why Jesus 
pushes back against the prevailing understanding of Old Testament Law. 

We know Scripture has been used to do great harm - to justify slavery and 
treating others poorly, to harm people, and to make certain groups feel “less than” 
who they are - beloved children of God. No matter the time period, using Scripture 
as a weapon to harm isn’t what we’re called to.   

Taking Scripture seriously doesn’t mean that we can’t ask questions or wonder 
about why it says what it says. SLIDE Kevin Nye meme: In the gospels, Jesus is asked 
187 questions. He answers (maybe) 8 of them. He himself asks 307. Maybe faith isn’t 
about certainty, but learning to ask - and sit in the complexity of - good questions. 
Studying Scripture in community helps us to ask good questions. 

One writer calls these clichés “theological morphine… something to dull the 
pain. And not just the pain of the listeners: often they are escape routes for us who 
use them; ways to avoid the difficult work of sitting with people in their confusion or 
despair. Or even ways to avoid confronting our own doubts and questions.” I wonder 
if that’s where this phrase comes from – an attempt to be certain. That’s what at 
stake here - moving away from a shallow view of faith and diving more deeply into 
relationship with God. It’s not easy, but it’s worthwhile.   

And if we hear that word from Hebrews - that Scripture is living and active - 
then there’s truth in saying that God is always speaking to us. It may leave us with 
more questions, but that’s a faithful place to be. If we want to flip the script, it might 
sound something like this: With faithful interpretation, God speaks through the 
words of Scripture to teach, guide, shape, and encourage us. That’s the whole truth.  

There’s one more piece to touch on as we consider Scripture. SLIDE What’s 
the difference between the word of God and the Word of God? It’s not just a capital 
or lowercase letter. Chapter 1 of the Gospel of John tells us that the Word (capital W) 
was in the beginning with God. We’ve taken that to refer to Jesus - that Jesus is 
God’s definitive revelation - literally God speaks through the person of Jesus. The 
word of God (lowercase w) is Scripture, which is different than Jesus. Theologian C.S. 
Lewis wrote, “It is Christ Himself, not the Bible, who is the true word of God. The 
Bible, read in the right spirit and with the guidance of good teachers, will bring us to 



                                           
 

 5 

Him. We must not use the Bible as a sort of encyclopedia out of which texts can be 
taken for use as weapons.”   

Scripture leads us to Jesus. The Bible is a story about God’s love for the 
world with Jesus as the saving center. Scripture tells us who we are and whose we 
are, but Jesus shows us who God is – God is Love. Jesus reveals God to us, and 
invites us into relationship. It doesn’t matter how much Scripture we can quote if 
we don’t live out the Scripture we read – to treat people as beloved of God. How 
will we read and interpret the word of God in light of the Word of God? May God 
help us to be faithful.     

Thanks be to God.  Amen. Let us pray… 
 


