Sermon Ideas from Pastor Mary’s Colleagues

2022
Who Dat? (Lesser-known characters in the Bible…” who dat” is our local pro football chant, so we timed it with the start of football season and went all out with decorations)

Everyday Prophecy (a four-part series highlighting four different prophets)

Tales from the Crypt (weird and spooky stories from the Bible, did it in the month of October)

A congregational favorite is called “Back to Basics” and kind of covers Methodism 101 as far as what we believe.

Happy? What it is and how to find it by Matt Miofsky
A series called Rising Strong where I illustrated concepts from Brené Browns' books using Biblical people. 
Uniquely UMC - where I looked at the unique things we offer Christianity as a whole. T
23rd Psalm - did it by sections.

RHE's Inspired
Our current series on reclaiming the beauty and power of “churchy” words has been well received and fun to tackle: Jesus Saves, Charismatic, Are We Pentecostal? Atonement, etc.
Mixed tape series 
My top 3, quick favorites, each was very well received:

· Esther (5 weeks)

· Ghost Stories: Tales of Holy Visions & Divine Encounters (12 weeks, through a summer, basically)

· Things I Wished I'd Never Learned (But I'm Glad I Did) (5 or 6 weeks)

Brian McLaren’s Naked Spirituality - Great "words" each week.

6-week series on Children's Bible Stories. I looked at what was said, not said and how parents and grandparents can expand the story. The best part was that congregation members then read the whole story. I am afraid many of us in the church only know the one-page stories of our childhood. And it was really fun!  Bible stories from the Back Side

I’m getting ready to start a series called “Holy Listening” focused on listening to the stories of our friends and colleagues. Basically, pastoral care 101. 

"Jesus at the Lake" for a community with five lakes was well-received and a great way to start an appointment.

God & Country Music each song was based on themes like heaven, baptism, temptation, etc.
Favorite Hymns. Can be done any time. I also did one at Christmas based on carols.

Four letter words. We usually think those are the "bad" words. Hope. Life. Care. Walk. Work.

You Make the Sermon. Ask your folks to submit their favorite verses, topics, or questions. That's fun and gives some great insight into your members too.

During Lent a few years ago, I did a series of sermons based on varying styles of crosses, i.e., Celtic Cross, budded cross, Jerusalem cross, etc., and tied them in with either the Gospel message or a particular person. I started with the Anchor cross which was an easy one to connect with the fishermen.

One of our best was Unheroed, looking at those in Scripture often called heroes in their moment of failure and misstep.
I did "Wild Kingdom" on animal stories in the bible and what they teach us about God. It was well-received, and I had fun with it. Did it in the summer and paired it with a trip to the zoo/the aquarium field trip.

“Terms That Make You Squirm”

-crowd sourced theological or churchy words that people resist

Unsung Heroes: Learning About Lesser-Known People in the Bible

Summer Road Trip through the Bible where we explored key stories from Genesis through Revelation

#BibleFaves- where I had the congregation share their favorite scriptures and I preached on them

Each week we would take a fairly familiar hymn which had a somewhat curious line in it - one which we probably have all sung without really understanding. So, we sang the song and then used that line as a sermon springboard. Some examples:

· "Be of sin the double cure" (Rock of Ages)

· "The music of the spheres" (This Is My Father's World)

· "O what a foretaste of glory divine" (Blessed Assurance)

· "I dare not trust the sweetest frame" (My Hope Is Built)

· "Veiled in flesh the Godhead see" (Hark the Herald Angels Sing)

· "Let thy goodness like a fetter" (Come Thou Fount)"

· "Not a mite would I withhold" (Take My Life, and Let It Be")

· "Trampling out the vintage" (Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory)

· "The consummation of peace forevermore" (The Church's One Foundation)

What it means to be a Methodist
Fishing with Jesus
Baseball and faith
Vineyards and being fruitful Christians
Disney, Dr. Seuss, Marvel and DC superheroes

Names of God from the Old Testament
Spiritual Urban Legends

Obscure Old Testament passages
I ask the congregation to tell me their favorite hymns, then I pick the top 6 or 8 or what have you, find scriptures that match or inspired the hymns, tell the story behind the hymns writing, the theology of the hymn, and connect it to our day-to-day life. Hymns like "How Great Thou Art" and "It Is Well with My Soul" have much more interesting backstories.
"Twisted Scripture: When the Bible is Misused or Misunderstood"

Used this one to intrigue Christmas crowd to come back in January. 
Looked at Scriptures used to deny science, scare people with the rapture, silence women, condemn LGBTQ, etc., and obviously reject those uses and offer a more faithful interpretation. 
"Mountain Stories: Where Heaven and Earth Meet in the Bible"

This was a fun one to trace a thread through the whole of Scripture using mountains and connecting them to real places on earth. I did Mt. Ararat (Noah), Mt. Moriah (Abraham), Mt. Sinai (Moses), Mt. of the Beatitudes (Sermon on the Mount), and Mt. Tabor (Transfiguration). I think I worked it to end on Transfiguration Sunday. Really fun to show pictures of the Traditional Sites today, what these spots mean to the local people today, and preach the message of the particular story. Really well received, and a good lead up to Lent and the Passion.

“Secrets of Greatness”

· Great Blessing - Genesis 12:1-2. “I will bless you…so that you will be a blessing.”

· Great Commandment 1- Mark 12:28-34. Love God

· Great Commandment 2 - Luke 10:25-37. Love Neighbor

· Great Commission - Matthew 28:16-20. Go and Make Disciples

· Great Requirement – Micah 6:8. Do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with your God.
· Great Kingdom – Matthew 6:33. Strive first for the kingdom of God.
· Great Mission – Acts 1:8. “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

· Great Redemption – John 3:16. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

· Great Judgment – Matthew 25:31-40. Sheep/Goats. I was hungry, thirsty, stranger…

· Great Reconciliation - 2 Corinthians 5:17-20. New Creatures. We are ambassadors for Christ.

· Great Fruit – Galatians 5:22-23. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

Believe It or Not - stories such as Jeremiah in his underwear and Ehud

Roadside Adventures

· Important things happened along roads in the New Testament.

· Jesus Heals Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52)

· The Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13–35)

· The Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37)

· Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:26-40)

· Paul’s Damascus Road Experience (Acts 9:1-22)

· The Hard Road (Matthew 7:13-14)

Music series-- one series on each of these-- Beatles, Billy Joel, Simon/Garfunkel, Broadway Musicals.

The Three Simple Rules. 
Lectionary Series on Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, James. Gospel of John chapter 6.
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