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REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR MARY IVANOV 
Be brave.  Be Kind.  This was a good reminder as we dropped Ana off for her 
freshman year at MSU.  Lots of vehicles filled with dorm room décor, and lots of 
families watching their young adults embark on a new adventure.  It brought back 
memories of settling in, getting to know people on my dorm floor (who are still close 
friends), going to class and learning about a variety of things, and enjoying time with 
people at games and other events.  I even met my spouse! 
 

This year, my “back to school” prayers expanded to include college students and staff along with everyone 
else: kids, parents, grandparents, caregivers, day care providers, teachers and classroom support staff, 
administrators and support staff, lunchroom staff, playground aides, custodial and maintenance staff,  
bus drivers, coaches, volunteers like PTO and others, and school board members.  Join me in praying and 
reaching out to those you know to let them know that you’re praying for them specifically.  It matters! 
 

It’s still a bit surreal that Ana is gone from home for a while, and I pray that she’ll remember that deepest 
and most profound truth: You are a beloved child of God (and so is everyone else!).  If that’s the lens we 
could use in our interactions, I wonder how much better things might be.  It’s a challenge; I know it’s not 
easy, but there’s so much power and possibility in it. 

 

I noticed that played out when I served at Unity Christian Music Festival along with 
a great crew from our church and other congregations (a few our LHUMC crew is 
pictured here).  It was good to interact with thousands of people from all over the 
state and beyond – all of us connected in Christ, all of us children of God.   
See you on Sunday,  

Pastor Mary  
We’re grateful to our staff for their dedication to their work and service to 
our church and community.  Our Staff-Parish Relations Committee hosted a 
Staff Appreciation lunch catered by the Driftwood Café inside Tanglewood 
in August.  Some of our staff was able to attend along with some of our 
SPRC members.  Brian Mosley serves as a manager there, and their team 
prepared a great meal!  
  

IMPORTANT UPDATE: Administrative Council met in August and updated our safety protocols.  Masking 
is no longer required for anyone, including children or youth in Sunday School and Youth Group.  Ropes 
have been removed in the sanctuary.  As always, please stay home if you don’t feel well.   
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“Half Truths” 
We’ve heard certain phrases all of our lives, but in Adam Hamilton’s book, Half Truths: God Helps 
Those Who Help Themselves and Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say, we learn that although they capture  
some element of truth, when compared to the wisdom found in Scripture, they’re really just popular  
sayings. How can we “flip the script” on some long-held (and unhelpful) sayings? What is the truth? How 
can we discover truth through context and close reading? What does that tell us about the nature of God?  
What happens when we view the world through the lens of Jesus? 
 

September 4, 2022 at 10:00 am: “Give Me a Reason” 
Half Truth: Everything happens for a reason (or God works in mysterious ways). 
Flip the Script: Whatever happens, God is able to work through it, to redeem it, and t0 bring good from it. 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 30: 11-20 (refer to Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8 and Romans 8: 31-39) 
Synopsis: Our lives are not products of simple chance or predetermined fate. A mix of cause and effect, our 
actions and the consequences of them, and our choices and the results all play a part in how things turn 
out. Saying “everything happens for a reason” is too simplistic – downplaying the importance of personal 
responsibility and putting too much responsibility on God. 
 

September 11, 2022: “God Helps” 
Half Truth: God helps those who help themselves. 
Flip the Script: Grace and mercy show us that God helps those who cannot help themselves. 
Scripture: Psalm 121; Matthew 25: 31-40; Ephesians 2: 4-10 
Synopsis: Prayer and worship empower us to action even as we trust in God who is our help and is working 
for good. From a practical standpoint, we need help from others. From a spiritual standpoint, we’re called 
to help others as a reflection of God’s love, and we need God’s grace to sustain and lead us to deeper faith. 
 

September 18, 2022: “It’s Too Much" 
Half Truth: God won’t give you more than you can handle. 
Flip the Script: God helps us to handle the adversity and struggle we face in life. 
Scripture: Psalm 46: 1-11; I Corinthians 10:13; Hebrews 13: 1-8 
Synopsis: Though we want to encourage one another in tough times, attributing struggles to God isn’t 
helpful or faithful. Assuming that anyone should be able to “handle” struggles is also not caring or faithful 
to our calling as followers of Jesus. We can, however, trust that God will never leave us or forsake us. 
 

September 25, 2022: “God Said It…” 
Half Truth: God said it, I believe it, that settle it. 
Flip the Script: With faithful interpretation, God speaks through the words of Scripture to teach, guide, 
shape, and encourage us. 
Scripture: II Timothy 3: 14-17; Hebrews 4: 12-13 
Synopsis: Scripture is the primary source of the revelation of God, but Scripture is always interpreted with 
an understanding of who wrote it, when, and why. No one takes every word of Scripture literally, but we 
seek to understand the truth of Scripture as it forms our understanding of who God is and what God wills 
for us. In our faith formation, we may end up with more questions as we learn and grow in faith. 
 

September Worship News by Karen Booth & Vicki Zuker 
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Worship Connections Team meetings are open to everyone.  Karen 

Booth leads Worship Connections Team which meets most Mondays at 

1:00 pm at church. Please contact Karen (798-8431 or kwbooth@comcast.net) for more details. 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Worship Planning Retreat 
Fri., Sept. 9, Noon - 6:30 pm 

Sat., Sept. 11, 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
Unity Reformed Church, 1521 Porter Rd, Norton Shores 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Tues., Sept. 20 Noon – 3:30 pm Worship Brainstorming 

 Mon., Sept. 26 1:00 pm  Worship Connections Team meeting 
 

Radical Hospitality: Thanks to those who attended our Hospitality 

Training in August.  We learned the importance of “friendly, enthusiastic” greeting 

and that hospitality is everyone’s job.  We also learned that our best mission field is the 
visitors that come through our doors because they are seeking friends and seeking a way to 
be active in our ministries – more than just a friendly hello.  The video of the training will be available on 
our YouTube channel soon.  Watch for a link to be shared.  If you weren’t able to attend the training, 
watch the video.  Let’s make Lake Harbor the church that all visitors want to join! 
 

Celebration service (11:00 a.m. worship) is offering Fellowship Time once a month starting in September 
– serving coffee and cookies at the back of the sanctuary after worship.  If you’d like Fellowship Time to 
continue, please volunteer by contacting Vicki Zuker.  We’d like teams of two people.  
 

If you’re on Facebook, make sure to CONNECT and SHARE what’s going on:   
 Lake Harbor United Methodist Church page (livestream Sunday worship) 

 Lake Harbor UMC – closed group 

 LHUMC Children’s Ministry – closed group  

 Lake Harbor Youth Group – page   
 

Please “Check In” on Facebook on Sunday morning whether you worship in-person or on the livestream.  

You can also leave positive reviews of the church on Facebook and Google.  These are great ways to share 
your faith and support our efforts to reach more people in our community.  They also help people who are 
searching to get connected more quickly.    

We also have a YouTube channel (Lake Harbor UMC) where you can access all of our worship service 

recordings.  Feel free to subscribe!    
 

                                LAKE HARBOR’S MUSIC MINISTRY 
“God gave us music that we might pray without words.” 

 

We’re excited to begin our fall season!  Mark these dates in your calendars! 

CHOIR:  If you love to "lift your voice" in praise, consider joining us!  Our first "rehearsal" will be a cookout 
(please bring a dish to pass) on Wed., Sept. 7 at 6:00-7:30 p.m. at Diane Thompson's home (3945 
Eastbrook Drive, Muskegon, MI 49444).  Come for music, laughter, singing, and catching up!  If you have 
questions and/or to RSVP, contact Diane at 231-750-5153 or diane.sj.thompson@gmail.com.    

about:blank
mailto:diane.sj.thompson@gmail.com
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HAND BELLS:  We’re ready to "ring in" our joy of worship!  Anyone age 12 and older is invited to 
ring!  Reading music is not a requirement.  Our first rehearsal is Sun., Sept. 11 from 6:00-7:30 p.m. in the 
Music Room at church.  Please come, visit, and experience hand bell ringing.  If you have questions or want 
more information, please contact Diane Thompson at 231-750-5153 or diane.sj.thompson@gmail.com.   
 

CHILDREN'S CHIMERS: Children's Chime Choir will be starting up in October!  This is open to ringers in 
grades 2-6.  Rehearsals will be held on Sunday evenings from 5:00-5:45 p.m in the Music Room.  Look for 
more information coming soon! 
 

PRAISE TEAM rehearses weekly on Saturdays at 10:00 a.m.  Contact Michael Boersma if you’re 
interested in joining them.   

“Lord, Hear our Prayers…” 
When you can’t put your prayer into words, God hears your heart. 

 

In My Father’s House: Virginia Hotz passed way August 25, 2022.  She was the mother of Blaine Hotz and 
sister of Carol Bodenberg. Our sympathy and prayers are with the Hotz family. 
 

Our next Prayer Service is Wed., Sept. 28 at 6:00 p.m. in our sanctuary.  This is 
intentional time to lift our prayers to God for our congregation, community, and 
world – and to remember the words of Jesus: where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am with them.   
 

Our Prayer Chain is a way for you to be more intentional about praying for others. 
Contact the office at Office@LakeHarborUMC.org if you want to be included on the 
E-mail Prayer Chain.   
 

Prayer Requests are printed off each Thursday and posted on the tower by the sign-in tables. 
 

INTENTIONAL FAITH  DEVELOPMENT 
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
Our vision is that all people may experience the love of Jesus.   
Our call then, is Love: welcoming all, empowered by Christ, sent forth to serve. 

 

From Pastor Mary: Back to school season always challenges me to consider my 
own learning and growing.  I appreciate this quote from Madeleine L’Engle and 
the reminder that we’re never done or finished, especially when it comes to our 
spiritual lives.  We’re always growing in holiness of heart and life, and we aren’t 
called to learn alone.  Being with others and hearing different perspectives is a 
gift to our faith life.  I’m grateful for all of the opportunities we have for 
Scripture study for all ages.  Please consider how you might connect to one of 
these great classes – along with your personal devotional time.  Parents and 
caregivers, make a commitment to bring your kids and youth to Sunday School.  
We have amazing teachers who are committed to providing quality Christian 
Education, and we’re blessed to have them! 
We’ll be receiving new members in this fall season.  If you’re interested, but were unable to attend 
membership classes, please call the office.       
 

mailto:diane.sj.thompson@gmail.com
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September/October Upper Room Devotional readings are posted on our Facebook page every day.  
This is great way to nurture your spiritual health! 
 

Tuesday morning Bible study meets at 10:00-11:30 a.m. in the Lounge – or on Zoom.  We’re studying 

the prophet Elijah in I and II Kings focusing on spiritual stamina in every season.  Join us!   
  

Men’s Bible Study resumes on Tues., Sept. 20 at 7:00 p.m.  We’ll be using "Life Lessons from Acts" by 
Max Lucado.  If you have questions, contact Mike Layman or Ron Zuker. 
 

Take Note: Tuesday Evening Women's Bible Study will begin back up in November.  
  

Our small group focusing on Social Justice will meet next on Thurs., Sept. 15 at 7:00 p.m.  This 
is an opportunity to share, reflect, hear each other’s stories, and help one another to do the work 
of seeking justice where we are.   

 

Social Justice Issue:  Celebration Worship chooses a prayer focus each month related to social justice – 

how our faith connects to important social issues.  We begin with prayer, and we’re called to action.  In 
September, our focus is Voting Rights.  Watch for more information to raise your own awareness and be 
more involved in community efforts. 
 

SATURDAY SISTERS BIBLE STUDY: We are on break through the month of September this year and will 
begin meeting on October 1 from 10:30 am-12:00 pm.  We’ll resume our study entitled New Testament 
Characters, beginning with Lesson 5.  Anyone can join in at anytime for study, fellowship and prayer!  We 
meet at Rose Emmons home (5474 McDowell St.). 
 

WOMEN’S PRAYER GROUP: We are on break through the month of September.  We’ll meet again the 2nd 
Saturday of the month - Sat., Oct. 8 from 9:30-10:15 am at Rose Emmons home (5474 McDowell St.).  We 
hope to see you then to spend some time in intentional prayer and praise!  All are welcome.   
 

Midwest District Lay Servant Class Schedule:  Fall 2022 Classes: Sat., Oct. 1 and 15 at 
Wesley Park UMC (1150 32nd St. SW, Wyoming, 49509). Classes offered: Basic, Preaching, 
Public Prayer, Aging in Ministry.  Fee: $15 for meals + cost to order your own class book.  Fall 
registration is https://michiganumc.org/event/midwest-district-lay-servant-classes-

offered/2022-10-01/.  Deadline is Sept. 22.  Please talk to Pastor Mary if you’re interested. 
 

Did you know we’ve been offering GriefShare 
since 2015?  Since then, many people from our 

congregation and community have participated.  This ministry 
is so important because it acknowledges how messy grief can 
be (note the image here!).  Our current session meets on 
Monday nights from 6:30-8:00 pm in Fellowship Hall and is 
open to anyone.  More information is at www.griefshare.org.  
Please share this with those you know who might be 
interested!  NOTE: There is no meeting on Labor Day.    
 

 

https://michiganumc.org/event/midwest-district-lay-servant-classes-offered/2022-10-01/
https://michiganumc.org/event/midwest-district-lay-servant-classes-offered/2022-10-01/
http://www.griefshare.org/
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS… 

September birthday blessings to our Sunday School friends: 
Landen VanKammen - 9/13      Miley White - 9/28     Lucy Vallier - 9/18 
Avery Woirol - 9/20                   Axl Goodburn - 9/29   

                  

Blessing of the Backpacks tags are still available inside the main doors.  Remember that 

our church family is praying for you!  YOU GOT THIS! 

Sunday School begins on Sun., Sept. 11 from 10:15-10:45 am for kids and youth.  Preschool-
5th graders will meet downstairs.  Grades 6-12 will meet in the youth room upstairs.    
 

Bikes ‘n Bubbles: It was a beautiful evening for fun on bikes, with bubbles and slime and 
paint!  A huge shout out to Norton Shores Police Department and Office Dave Wypa, Sergeant Dan Hibler, 
and Cadet Matt Brouwer for creating an obstacle course, fitting bike helmets, and hanging out with the 
families! Thanks to Dax Sensory Bins for providing awesome sensory pools for us to explore and have fun 
with! The sweet story we heard was ‘Little Mole goes to School’, by Glenys Nellist: Author.  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 At Lake Harbor, we place importance on ensuring that our young people have their 
own Bible.  This year, Bible Sunday is Sept. 18 at both worship services.  We present 
3rd graders with an age-friendly Bible for kids.  We present 7th graders and older youth 
with a NIV Youth Study Bible.  You’re invited (and encouraged) to be present and show 

your support for this important milestone in the faith life of our young people.    
 

 Lake Harbor Youth Groups  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  Youth Groups begin on Wed., Sept. 28:  
                                      5th-8th grade at 6:00-7:00 pm                             High School at 7:00-8:00 pm 
 

Serve Day at Family Promise: We had a small but mighty crew at our August 
Serve Day. We worked on cleaning up the entrance and making it more inviting for 
people coming in the doors.  We also did a bunch of yard work and general 
cleanup. What a blessed day!  
 

I’m available for one-on-one chats or small group meet ups during the summer. 
Just call or text me to schedule something, and we’ll meet for coffee, soda, lunch, etc.  Hope you’re having 
a great summer! PEACE AND LOVE, JIMMY  
 

Youth Director Jimmy Epplett's Contact Info:   Facebook = Jimmy Epplett   cell # (231) 750-9707  

https://www.facebook.com/NORTONSHORESPOLICE?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV6rFajUbW06Ssk7poStrUPEV9dBDtv1HwuURkUCYWMdS7KNwiTpkZ3voPS4CY6phxt8end_R0pK9v1J0_53Du2vMYMu5IE_XP0cI8MacMU5IyAeeULnf--HfVXj_TsBxREj_x1Bdtphe7PNlwODRWnLhU22Kcyt7yl8DNmZrURZQrhMv7T01vGkF5TSGdhkP4&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/DaxSensoryBins/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV6rFajUbW06Ssk7poStrUPEV9dBDtv1HwuURkUCYWMdS7KNwiTpkZ3voPS4CY6phxt8end_R0pK9v1J0_53Du2vMYMu5IE_XP0cI8MacMU5IyAeeULnf--HfVXj_TsBxREj_x1Bdtphe7PNlwODRWnLhU22Kcyt7yl8DNmZrURZQrhMv7T01vGkF5TSGdhkP4&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/GlenysNellistAuthor?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV6rFajUbW06Ssk7poStrUPEV9dBDtv1HwuURkUCYWMdS7KNwiTpkZ3voPS4CY6phxt8end_R0pK9v1J0_53Du2vMYMu5IE_XP0cI8MacMU5IyAeeULnf--HfVXj_TsBxREj_x1Bdtphe7PNlwODRWnLhU22Kcyt7yl8DNmZrURZQrhMv7T01vGkF5TSGdhkP4&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Membership, Nurture & Outreach (M.N.O.): We welcome new members to this 

fun-loving group!  Contact Sheryl Thompson at 231-563-6417 or Karen Post 231-733-2782.  
Join us on Wed., Sept. 14 at 10:30 a.m. to prepare for our 80+ luncheon!  

 

 Autumn Drive-Up Luncheon for our 80+ friends is Wed., Sept. 14 at 11:30 a.m.  
Invitations were mailed out. (If you are in this group and don't receive an invite, please 

contact the office at 231-798-2181.)  Please make your reservation by Mon., Sept. 12.  We’re happy to 
deliver to those who are not able to come to the church, and we’ll be taking treat bags to those in care 

facilities.  We look forward to seeing your smiling faces!  
 

Soup Pot Ministry is available to those who are in need of a meal during difficult times. If you 

know someone who could use some meals, call Marie Kordecki at 231-740-5458.  We need some 
NEW COOKS!  Even if you aren’t a “cook,” feel free to bring in takeout (Lee’s, Fazoli’s or pizza).  

Contact Marie Kordecki if you’d like to help with this ministry. 
                   

Ross Park Elementary Connection:  Thanks for your 
generous support of our Apple Tree project!  Our MNO Team 
gathered to stuff envelopes with over $2,200 in giftcards to 
bless staff as they begin a new school year.  If you still have an 
apple, please return the 
amount on the apple you pick 
by ASAP and mark it for “MNO 

Apple.”   It is never too late to support this mission!  We delivered the gift 
cards to the staff at the end of August – and even ran into some familiar 
faces as they were setting up rooms to be ready for students.  Andrea 
Goodburn and her family attend LHUMC.  She is a teacher in the CI (cognitive 
impairment) room at Ross Park. 

 

Ross Park Readers is an opportunity to serve in our local school by offering one hour (or more) 
during the week reading with kids and/or helping in a classroom.  Please see Pastor Mary if 
you’re interested in this great ministry!  We have teachers who are ready to welcome a reader 
and helper into their classrooms.  Currently, Karen Grace, Jean Kelly, Jim Post, and Pastor Mary 

have signed up to serve and can share about their experience if you have questions.  
 

 Members on the move…               

Sherry Smith                                        The White Family (Sam & Claire) 
                                               5827 Crosswinds Dr. #31                    1022 Drexel 

           Muskegon, MI 49444                           Norton Shores, MI 49441 
 

Please keep the office informed when you’re moving or changing phone numbers or E-mail.   
 

 

College Students: Please help us stay connected by filling out a College Student 

Information Form located at: https://forms.gle/K1TJ42oF4Mj9bXVB9 
 

 

https://forms.gle/K1TJ42oF4Mj9bXVB9
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What Baking Cookies for Christmas in July Means To Me 

By: Lillian Dawn Verry 

It makes me feel good to help Daddy out with his church projects. It also 
feels good to cheer up people if they are lonely!  
When we are baking, I enjoy shaping them. I liked the wreaths, but I really 
loved the special candy cane shape. My favorite part about decorating 
them is covering them with sprinkles. 
But I really like it when they are cooled off, and I eat one plain, with no decorations! 

 

New Photo Directory:  We’re planning to produce our own, so we need your help!  Please email a good 

quality photo to Office@LakeHarborUMC.org.  If you have a question or need help, please call the office.  
 

Missions Corner 

Our Missions Team meets every other month, and we’re looking for 
passionate people to join us!  Thank you for helping us to serve others in 

Jesus’ name.  Our next meeting is Oct. 10 at 7:00 p.m.  If you have any 
questions or ideas, please contact the office or Jill McMahon at 231-343-5749 
or jdcmcmahon23@gmail.com.   

Our August Noisy offering total is $465.43 to support Kids Belong.  Thanks for your support of 
this important ministry in our community!   

 

Our September Noisy Offering will support Michigan United Methodist Campus Ministry. The United 
Methodist Church has a long-standing commitment to serving students on the college and university 
campuses of the world.  “Wesley” is the statewide name of United Methodist campus ministries approved 
by their Conference Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry.   
Wesleys share common threads: 

 Working the Wesleyan tradition 

 An investment in community and in leadership development 

 Working together to share the strengths of each community 

 Openness to all students 
Wesleys bring together church leaders and students moving through a pivotal time of life.  
Your gifts will support students at all of these Wesleys: Central Michigan University, Ferris State University, 
United Campus Christian Fellowship (Grand Valley State University, GR Community College, and Kendall 
College of Art and Design), Motor City Ministries (Wayne State University & other Detroit colleges), 
Kalamazoo (Western Michigan, Kalamazoo College and Kalamazoo Valley Community College), Michigan 
State University, University of Michigan, Northern Michigan University. 
 

Supper House: Our next date to serve is Tuesday, September 6 from 3:45-5:30 p.m.  If you’re planning on 
serving, call Sheryl Thompson at 231-563-6417 so we can plan accordingly.   
 

 

September MAP Items of the Month:              
   Mac & Cheese and Laundry Soap 

 

 

mailto:Office@LakeHarborUMC.org
mailto:jdcmcmahon23@gmail.com
http://www.uccfmi.org/
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Meijer Simply Give Program continues through Sat., Oct. 1 at Norton Shores Meijer on 
Norton and is supporting MAP Food Pantry. The sole purpose of the Simply Give program is 
to help feed hungry families by inviting customers to purchase a $10 gift card that Meijer 

matches. Double Match Day is Sat., Sept. 10. Your $10 gift becomes a $30 gift! 
 

Servants are needed at MAP Clothes Closet on Tues., Sept. 13 and Thurs. the 15 from 12:30-3:00 
p.m.  If you’re willing to help, call Madonna Borgerding at 231-780-2998.  Men’s clothes are always 
needed! 

 

Kids’ Food Basket currently serves at least 1,650 students in Muskegon daily.  Volunteers are 

desperately needed.  Check out their website sign up or call 231-747-8575.  Help to fulfill KFB’s 
wish list:  Fruit cups or pouches, Pudding cups, and Meat sticks (like Slim Jims).  All items can be 
brought to church and put in the KFB tote in the sanctuary.  They are also in need of sandwich 

and snack size Ziplock bags and decorated bags.  We have blank bags and guidelines available at church!  
We just delivered 45 lbs. of items collected over this summer.  Let’s keep it going!   
            

Be not forgetful to entertaining strangers, for thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares. - Hebrews 13:2 

Thanks to all those who provided meals and snacks for Family Promise families during our recent hosting 
week.  Make a plan now to serve in November! 
 

Plan now for Muskegon’s CROP Hunger Walk!  CROP Walk is a community-based walk 
event that supports local hunger fighting programs while also supporting the global mission of 
Church World Service (CWS). This year's walk is Sun., Oct. 2 at 1:00 p.m. starting and ending at 
Central UMC in downtown Muskegon.  Register and join our Lake Harbor UMC team by going 
to https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/event/muskegonmi.  Sponsor sheets are available from Jill 
McMahon and Sue Graves, and you can invite people to give online! 
 

Community Opportunities: Many local organizations are looking for people with a heart to serve – 
whether short-term or long-term.  Meals on Wheels and Red Cross need drivers.  There are opportunities 
to mentor.  If you’re looking for a new way to serve, call Pastor Mary.  We can help make the connection.  

       





Sophie wanted to say thank you for the blanket and Bible! Very thoughtful! 
All the best, Evan and Calie Aamodt



We wanted to send a heartfelt thank you to all the Pray Warriors that have 
kept our family in their thoughts.   Matt was released back to work and is 
doing well with immunotherapy every 2 weeks until March of 2023.   At this point they 
feel is he cancer free!  We are truly blessed to have such a supportive church family.   
Thank you, Jen and Matt Tripp 
 

Thank you all for the thoughts and prayers.  Your concern for my health filled me with joy and I am happy 
to say I am on the road to recovery and continue to count my blessings as I improve each day.  
Blessings, Ken Luckett  

 



https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/event/muskegonmi
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From our FINANCE Team: We often remark that our meetings are a blessing because of our 

congregation’s generosity.  We’ve been able to plan for upcoming repairs like Memorial Garden work and 
air conditioning without asking for special giving because we have the funds to cover them.  At the end of 
July 2022, our total income for General Fund was $215,452 with expenses of $201,999.  Our support for 
Ministry Shares continues to be consistent, and we’re grateful.   
 

Contributions can be debited automatically from your checking or 
savings account or processed using your credit card or debit card. 
Electronic giving offers convenience for you and much needed 

consistency in giving.  You can set up your donations on our website or if you’d rather, stop by the church 
office for assistance.  
To set up your electronic donation on our www.lakeharborumc.org:                                  

 Click on “Give” button  

 Click on “Create Profile” button                                               

 Follow onscreen instructions.                                                                                 

It’s easy and stress free – and can help us to be more consistent in our giving, which blesses our 

church.  We now have a QR code that connects to online giving, too! 
 

From our Financial Secretary:  If you’re currently giving electronically using a credit 

card, there is a processing fee associated with your donation that is paid by the church.  As I'm sure you are 
aware, these fees have recently gone up.  Both Visa and MasterCard are currently charging a 3% processing 
fee.  So, for example, when you give $50, there is a $1.42 charge taken out.  While you are credited for 
giving the $50 towards your pledge, the church receives $48.58.  Some members have elected to 
automatically raise their giving by the processing fee amount in order for the church to realize their total 
commitment.  The church will continue to absorb this fee as a cost of providing online giving, which is easy 
and efficient for our members, and we thank you for your giving.  If you have any questions regarding this, 
please contact Gail Barefoot through FinSec@Lakeharborumc.org. 
 

 From our Trustees The family bathroom across from the office is done and ready for 

use!  It took longer than expected because we decided to add a smaller toilet for children, which wasn’t 
easy to find, but makes the restroom even more family-friendly.  Stop in and check it out!  We hope that 
you are happy with the results.  There will be some decor put up very soon. 
 

Now, to the next project.  We have had issues with some water getting into the sanctuary door from the 
Memorial Garden during heavy rain and some water issues in one of the classrooms in the lower level.  We 
also noticed uneven areas on the cobblestone walkway and needed repairs for drainage.  Starting in 
September, our Memorial Garden will undergo a major renovation to address the water issues and make it 
safer and more accessible.  We’ll be removing the cobblestones and the pond.  The cobblestones will 
replace the stones with the old weathered railroad ties around our church. The area where the pond was 
will be used for interment of ashes as use of the Garden continues to increase.  The cobblestones will be 
replaced with concrete that will be tinted and stamped with a very basic design.  The outside of the church 
will also be power washed.  The shrubs by the walkway will be trimmed back so that the Garden is more 
visible from the road.  The trees there will also be trimmed up and some of the cobblestones will be a 
border at the base of the trees.  Stay tuned and watch the transformation!  Thanks to our Memorial Garden 
team for their attention to that sacred space!    

http://www.lakeharborumc.org/
http://www.lakeharborumc.org/
mailto:FinSec@Lakeharborumc.org


11 

 

 



Sunday Servants    
Serving September 4 at 10:00 a.m.: 

Worship Leader: Brad Hilleary   

Ushers: Jim & Karen Post, Mark Rousell                             

Greeters: Sheryl Thompson & GL Bates 

Computer: Skylar Bosch     Camera:  Aiden Bosch 
Sound: Bob Bosch       FB Host: Jill McMahon 

Counters: Madonna Borgerding, Ed Baranowski 
 

   Serving September 11 at 9:00 a.m.:                                              Serving September 11 at 11:00 a.m.: 

            Worship Leader:  Larry Jorgenson                                                         Worship Leader: Dirk Fuller 

 Ushers: Dave Stamy, Adam Pyman, Ruth Pyman, Mark Graves      Greeters: John Thompson & John Colella       

Computer: Luka Ivanov     Camera: Karen Booth                      Computer: Jim Grace     Camera: Ivan Ivanov   

Sound: Gary Cooper       FB Host: Ivan Ivanov                                Sound: __________         FB Host: Niki Epplett 

                                                                                                                   Tear down: Laura Dean & Kelsey Boss 

                                                      Counters: Cyndi Barefoot, Bev Layman           
                                

            Serving September 18 at 9:00 a.m.:                                          Serving September 18 at 11:00 a.m.: 

             Worship Leader:  Dave Lorenz                                         Worship Leader and Tear down: Chris Beaudoin               

   Ushers: Jim Post, Karen Post, Peggy Tully                                     Greeters: Jill McMahon and Jill Warren  

Computer: Fred Yonkers      Camera: Pat Yonkers              Computer: Julie Fuller     Camera: Jay McMahon   

Sound: Rob Mertz            FB Host: Ivan Ivanov                       Sound: Arianna Davros    FB Host: Jeff Verry                                                                                      

                                                                                                             Tear down: Rose Emmons, G.L. Bates 

Counters: Steve Hill, Mike Layman 
 

        Serving September 25 at 9:00 a.m.:                                            Serving September 25 at 11:00 a.m.: 

                  Worship Leader: Larry Jorgenson                                                 Worship Leader: Rose Emmons  

Ushers: Fred Yonkers, Pat Yonkers, Rod Moon, Kathy Mertz                 Greeters: Jan Pascavis & Jean Kelly 

Computer: Luka Ivanov     Camera: Karen Booth                    Computer: Brian Mosley    Camera: Jason Colella 

Sound:  David Booth           FB Host: Jill McMahon                      Sound: Bob Bosch         FB Host: Jill McMahon 

   Tear down: Rose Emmons & GL Bates 

Counters: Madonna Borgerding, Karen Hill 

Thanks to everyone who serves to make our worship services meaningful, memorable, and accessible! 
 

Stay connected!  United Methodist Church: www.umc.org  Michigan Area UMC: http://michiganumc.org    

Midwest District: https://midwest.michiganumc.org/      Lake Harbor UMC:  http://lakeharborumc.org 
 

La Leche League, the breastfeeding group for parents, will meet in the Lake Harbor nursery on 
Tues., Sept. 20 at 10:00 am.  Anyone interested in breastfeeding is welcome to attend.  The 
ideal time for parents to begin attending is before arrival of the baby, but many wait till after 
baby is born.  If you know anyone who would benefit from attending this group, let them know 

about the meeting.  Questions?  Contact Mary Swisher at 231-777-3238 or text 231-215-4145.   

Lake Harbor Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 
9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m.  The office is closed Friday and 
Saturday.  The office phone is 231-798-2181.  If you 
leave a message on the weekend, it will NOT be 
received until Monday. 

If you’re hospitalized or having surgery, please 
have a family member or friend contact the church 
office directly (231-798-2181) so that we can pray for 
and visit you. 
 

http://www.umc.org/
http://michiganumc.org/
https://midwest.michiganumc.org/
http://lakeharborumc.org/

