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“Finding	Home”	
June 26, 2022 
Living the Spirit Life series – Sunday after SCOTUS decision on Roe v. Wade 
 

It happens sometimes when we’re traveling, and especially if there are travel 
glitches or unexpected delays; we just want to be home. We want to be in familiar 
spaces and enjoy the comforts of the chair that feels just right or the bed where 
we’re used to getting restful sleep. After spending some time at Cedar Point this 
week and feeling my age on roller coasters, my bed never felt so good. It was good to 
be home. Those physical places are important to us. 

From a spiritual perspective, finding home isn’t always easy. If you’ve ever 
looked for a new church home, you know that it can be difficult to go someplace new 
for the first time. We want to fit in without too much attention, and yet it’s good to 
be greeted intentionally – to feel seen. We really have to “feel it out” and see if it’s a 
fit. By the way, statistics say that most people make the decision to come back to a 
church within the first few minutes of a visit. The atmosphere matters.   

The space we make for one another matters. It can become too easy for us to 
talk only to our friends and overlook the call to engage people we don’t know. We 
want to be about invitation and inclusion, and we know that others are looking for 
connection – even hungering for it – even more now. We also know that it’s not just 
inside the walls that we’re the church. We’re the church wherever we are and 
wherever we go. The Body of Christ isn’t relegated to the worship time on Sundays, 
but is alive and active through the power of the Spirit in every moment.    

Finding a spiritual home includes wandering and seeking, usually in 
community with others, as we build a relationship with God. It’s true for Elijah and 
Elisha – the mentor and the mentee, a relationship reminiscent of Moses and Joshua 
and many others in Scripture who have that mentoring relationship. They are 
connected for God’s purposes – to carry on the prophetic work of God to the people.  
They are given the power of God to serve.   

That’s what we’ve focused in this series on the Holy Spirit – the Power, the 
Source, the Presence. First at Pentecost with holy chaos and the experience of a 
community transformed and connected. We talked about the Spirit’s power to guide 
us in seeking wisdom and staying connected to Christ - and the relationship of the 
Trinity – remember perichoresis – the dance of the Divine?  And last week, we were 
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reacquainted with the prophet Elijah, whose was invited to rest in God, who showed 
up in sheer silence. 

Today we see the end of Elijah’s earthly journey before he’s taken up by God 
in this vision that seems like what we read in Revelation – this apocalyptic moment 
of chariots and horses where the line between the earthly realm and the heavenly 
realm becomes blurry. Some scholars say it’s a reminder that God is still greater than 
the rulers who want power and control, even as Elijah and Elisha speak against them. 
How will the people remain faithful to God in a world where others seem to have all 
of the power? It’s a similar question that John the Seer is asking in Revelation. 

Still prophets among us call us to listen more intently and make us think about 
what it means to follow God in this moment. That’s where we stand every day, but it 
seems especially poignant right now. For me, it means opening myself to hear voices 
that I don’t usually hear from people who have different experiences than mine and 
seeking justice for those whose need safe and accessible healthcare. It means being 
willing to have conversations where people can share their hearts safely and 
honestly.     

In understanding his role as a prophet, Elisha’s request is interesting. He asks 
Elijah for a double portion of his spirit (or power). I wonder if Elisha has a sense of 
the Holy Spirit at work in Elijah in all that he’s witnessed since Elijah covered him 
with his mantle and called him to follow. Elisha has watched Elijah speak truth to 
power – boldly. No doubt he knows the cost! 

Elisha refuses to leave Elijah, even when he’s asked to. They cover a lot of 
ground from Gilgal to Bethel to Jericho to the Jordan – 23 miles or so! And the places 
are significant – places of remembering God, experiencing God’s presence and God’s 
victory, and then the entrance to the Promised Land. And the question finally comes 
from Elijah: “Tell me what you want before I go.” A double portion of Elijah’s spirit – 
perhaps it was a request for the same bold trust in God. SLIDE: Elisha asked for a 
double portion of Elijah’s spirit – not his stuff. 

It’s important to know what Elisha means – basically what a firstborn son 
would ask of a father in those days – his inheritance. It’s not money or power, but 
the same spirit. It’s not Elijah’s to give, but it shows us what a close relationship of 
trust and respect the two had. Those relationships require time, intentionality, and 
commitment. Those kinds of relationships offer us spiritual stamina in difficult 
seasons.     
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This is a journey story that reminds us of our lived faith. Some days it’s 
remembering God’s faithfulness in or after a difficult time. Some days it’s 
experiencing God’s presence even in the struggles. Other days it’s giving thanks for 
how God has brought us through. And still other days are those spiritual highs when 
we feel closest to God.   

And Elijah and Elisha remind us that we journey with others. We don’t live in 
isolation. We don’t grow in faith, hope, and love alone; we need community. Elijah 
shares the faith as he journeys with God. Elisha takes on the prophetic role and 
confirms God’s call on his life through his actions. His faithfulness is expressed as he 
understands God’s will for his life and realizes that he’s empowered by God. He 
doesn’t know until he takes the mantle until he goes back to the river and parts the 
water. 

It invites us to think about the spiritual mentors we’ve had. Who are the 
people who have helped you grow in faith? Who has helped you understand what it 
means to follow God?  I’ve thought of many this week – especially clergy colleagues 
who have helped me navigate difficult moments in 20 years of ministry. This week 
felt like that, and I assure you that pastors you know have prayed and thought and 
then prayed and thought some more about issues around reproductive health and 
abortion. We’ve weighed the words we’ve written and spoken.   

My mind went to a conversation I had with a woman in one of the churches I 
served. She had a deep commitment to missions and challenged me and others to 
think about the complexities of issues around reproductive health, including those 
situations where medical care is needed to save a life and the need for ongoing 
support for children long after they were born. She served as a spiritual mentor for 
me – sharing from her heart and asking the difficult questions. When we start to talk 
about people and circumstances, then the answers aren’t always so clear. The stories 
and conversations matter. 

And beyond the blessing of remembering who has nurtured us in faith, Elijah 
and Elisha also challenge us to consider who it is we’re nurturing in faith. Part of 
following Jesus is making disciples – making sure that we’re sharing our faith and 
helping others grow more deeply in love with God. As we planned for Vacation Bible 
School and I looked at our team, I couldn’t help but think of countless people who 
served in my church’s VBS program, which was a community effort between multiple 
congregations. Their time, attention, preparation, and commitment to share Good 
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News with me made a difference. They are a part of many people who have shaped 
my call to ministry.   

And for us, whether you’re praying for us, preparing materials, leading a 
station or a group of kids, or bringing the kids in your life, this is nurturing work. 
There may be a child here who has never heard that God loves them. There will be a 
child here who is called to ministry. What that looks like we don’t know, but they will 
be there. There will be a child here who will grow in their relationship with Jesus 
because of this ministry. This time and our support of it matters to the building of 
the Kingdom of God! 

Elijah and Elisha remind me that the Spirit is active – calling us, sending us, 
offering us comfort and challenge through the people around us, and empowering us 
to be change-agents for the sake of the Kingdom of God. I love the reminder from 
Paul that the Spirit helps us in our weakness, Scripture says, even interceding when 
we don’t know how to pray. That’s been a part of this week for me, too. 

The Spirit convicts us of our sin – not to weigh us down with guilt or shame – 
but so that we can find joy in the Lord. The Spirit gives us strength to do God’s work 
– to seek justice and resist evil, to do no harm, do good, and stay in love with God. 
The Spirit gives us gifts – spiritual gifts - to be used for God’s purposes. If you’ve 
never taken a spiritual gifts inventory, it’s time to do it so that you know the gifts you 
have (and don’t have). It’s a help to recognize your gifts so that they can be used by 
God and bear fruit in your life as a witness to God’s grace. The fruit of the Spirit – 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control; that’s our witness to God’s grace.  

One writer says, “Home has always been a moveable feast.” Have you seen 
that program on PBS where people gather in different places around the world to try 
different cuisines gathered with new people around the table? “Home has always 
been a moveable feast. Not this place or that place, but the accommodation created 
when followers journey together for a time.” Home is where we journey together as 
the Body of Christ.   

We can be bold like Elisha asking for the Spirit and then opening ourselves to 
it – not blocking its power, presence, or activity. It’s an intentional request where 
God invites us to grow in faith.   

So, my prayer for myself and all of us is that we invite the Holy Spirit to make a 
home us, to work in us, and work through us in ways that nurture others in faith.  
Thanks be to God!  Amen.   


