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Worship Brainstorming Summary 
Revelation Song 

Based on a series from the lectionary 
April 24-May 29, 2022 (6 Sundays) 

 

Members present: David Booth, Betty Kinney, Jean Kelly, 
Vicki Zuker, Ron Zuker, Pastor Mary, Jim Post, Diane 
Thompson, Ed Baranowski, Sue Baranowski, Barb 
Gription, Karen Booth; Pastor Susan Hagans via email 

 

Social Justice Issue for April 2022: Creation Care 
Social Justice Issue for May 2022: Global Health (vaccines, medications, surgeries, prenatal 

care, cataracts, quality care for people all over the world) 
 

Theme:  The Spiritual Journey Continues…Picking up the pieces 
• Connecting the pieces 
• Transformation 

• Serving others (passionately) 

 

Metaphors:  
• Puzzle/puzzle pieces – making a new picture. Related hands-on item: puzzle piece with 

scripture reference. 
• Mosaic – creating something beautiful from broken pieces 
 

Major spoken/unspoken needs:  
• Dealing with fear, which often presents itself as anger and rage. One antidote to fear is 

serving. 
• Peace, sense of belonging, safe communities, coming together, compassion 
• Finding a new normal – less busy, better sense of priorities, greater gratitude, increased 

resilience 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Synopsis: In recent years, people have looked to Revelation to explain politics, the pandemic, 
and other undesirable events - interpretations which are neither helpful nor accurate. The 
pastoral letter was written to specific people in a specific time and place using what we 
generally describe as bizarre imagery. It was never intended to frighten or confuse; it was 
intended to challenge the church to stand loyal to Christ and to create unshakable hope! 
(Unshakable Hope is a sermon series from Summit View Church in WA) 

 

2021 theme connection: This (lectionary-based) series can offer us the same challenge and 
hope to us in our messed-up world as it did to its original audience.  

 

Resources:  
• Breaking the Code by Bruce Metzger (updated edition by David DeSilva – related video with 

David DeSilva introducing the book at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbCGjbMrM9I)  
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• From Making Sense of the Bible by Adam Hamilton - map of the 7 churches mentioned in 
Revelation (modern day Turkey) 

• Depiction of cross references 
from Genesis to Revelation: 
Each of the 63,779 cross 
references found in the Bible 
is depicted by a single arc – 
the color corresponds to the 
distance between the two 
chapters, creating a rainbow-like effect.  The 176 verses of Ps 119 stand at the center point, 
as if it were a mirror creating a vast symmetry. What is especially striking is the number of 
lines that stretch all the way from Genesis to Revelation.  This is a helpful reminder of the 
restoration of creation at the end of Revelation. 

• From Making Sense of the Bible by Adam Hamilton - explanation of the apocalyptic 
literature and 4 views on how we read Revelation: 
1. Futurist: pointing to the last days before and just after Jesus returns 
2. Historicist: foretelling of the future starting from the time of its writing (AD 95) 
3. Preterist: pertains to people who lived in John’s time and explains events in late 1st and 

early 2nd century (mainline Protestant view, including United Methodists) 
4. Idealist: perpetual struggle between good and evil, challenges of living for God amid 

culture, and hope that God offers when the persecuted who remain faithful 
 Most Biblical scholarship holds to Preterist and Idealist views. Additional from Karen’s 1995 

NIV Study Bible: Fortunately, the fundamental truths of Revelation do no depend on 
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adopting a particular point of view. They are available to anyone who will read the book for 
its overall message and resist the temptation to become overly enamored with the details. 

 

Related resources:  
• https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/9857/revelation-for-the-mainliners 
• https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/9628/why-read-revelation 
• https://www.hpumc.org/sermons/series/the-door-to-heaven-stood-open 
• From the Bible Project - Revelation in 2 parts. Comments: These videos are excellent 

overviews of the book, but too long to use in worship. Send out links to the 
congregation so they can watch them outside of worship. 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nvVVcYD-0w 
o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QpnIrbq2bKo 

Music:  Revelation Song  
• “Revelation Song” lyric video (Playback Media). Length: 6:25. Cost: $15.00. Web license: 

yes. https://www.worshiphousemedia.com/worship-tracks/106114/revelation-song  
• “Revelation Song” lyric video (Jennie Lee Riddle – iWorship). Length: 4:45. Cost: $14.98. 

Web license: Probably not. https://www.worshiphousemedia.com/worship-
tracks/60231/revelation-song-  

• “Revelation Song” lyric video (Shout Praises Kids). Length: 5:18. Cost: $10.00. Web 
license: Probably not. https://www.worshiphousemedia.com/worship-
tracks/18630/revelation-song  

 

Visuals:  Ralphie’s secret decoder ring from “The Christmas Story,” HOPE, letter/book, angel 
wings, river, horse (on a stick) 
• Lynne’s Pinterest board https://www.pinterest.com/lynandlid/book-of-revelation/  
• Images on our website https://lakeharborumc.org/2022/03/march-29-2022-worship-

brainstorming-revelation-song/  
 

General discussion points:  
1) Book title: Note that the book is call Revelation, not Revelations. It was a letter written to 

seven churches. 
2) Locations: The seven churches were located in what is modern day Turkey. We don’t 

typically think of ancient cities as being as heavily populated as they were. Populations 
reached into the hundreds of thousands. The Booths have pictures of Ephesus that would 
help illustrate the city size. 

3) Authorship: The author, John, was not a disciple, nor John the Baptist, or one of several 
other Johns identified in the Bible. An African bishop named Dionysius suggested he was 
John the Presbyter. John was exiled to the island of Patmos (pop. ~250,000), most likely for 
angering authorities. Did John actually “see” visions” or did he just write using lots of 
symbolic imagery? Maybe a bit of both? It seems likely that he had visited the seven 
churches at some point. 

4) Timing: Most scholars date the book to around 95 AD. It is the last book of the NT, having 
been added in the late 4th century. Note that the bible begins and ends in the garden. 
Creation is redeemed. 
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5) Context/culture: Christians were being persecuted by the Roman empire and pressured to 
conform to a very non-Christian society (think temple prostitution, pleasure seeking, 
indulgent behavior, coastal city vibe, etc.). How could they remain faithful? They needed 
hope and assurance that persevering mattered. The writing has a sense of urgency; Christ 
was expected to return in their lifetimes.  

6) Apocalyptic literature: How we read this book matters (apocalypse = unveiling). It is not 
meant to be read literally. Consider the book of Daniel, another example of apocalyptic 
literature. It was born out of conflict and written in a time of exile. 

7) From Wikipedia: Apocalypse, from 
Ancient Greek: ἀποκάλυψις apokálypsis, 
meaning "revelation" or "disclosure", is 
a literary genre in which a supernatural 
being reveals cosmic mysteries or the 
future to a human intermediary.  

8) Imagery/symbolism: Cosmic Christ. 
Slain lamb. The number seven 
(churches, lamps, seals, bowls…). Worship. 144,000 who will be saved (comes from the 
Jehovah’s Witness tradtion).  
a. Analogy from Adam Hamilton: Picasso used his highly stylized images to criticize Franco, 

especially in his painting, Guernica. John uses highly symbolic language to speak to the 
seven churches which wouldn’t be easy for the surrounding culture to understand. 
(PICASSO, la exposición del Reina-Prado. Guernica is in the collection of Museo Reina 
Sofia, Madrid).   

b. Other analogies: We understand that the elephants and donkeys in cartoons usually 
represent political parties. 

9) End times, last judgment, rapture: These ideas are relatively new constructions from Irish 
pastor John Nelson Darby (1830’s). The “Left Behind” book/movie series by Tim LeHaye are 
more recent examples. Neither fit with United Methodist or mainline Christian theology.  
a. It isn’t clear how much people read Revelation between the 4th century and 1800’s.  

Since then, Revelation has been used to “explain” 9/11, Covid, bad politics, etc. Various 
people have been called the anti-Christ based on this imagery as well.  

b. Jesus said no one would no one would know the day or hour of his return. Why do we 
think we can predict it? 

c. Revelation can challenge us to be faithful today. Note that there are still parallels 
between difficult situations that first century and contemporary Christians face. 

10) Spiritual warfare: Cosmic battle between good and evil and belief that good will prevail. 
11) Hopeful passages: One example is in Revelation 21 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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April 24, 2022: “Alpha and Omega” 
Easter 2 
 

Scripture: Revelation 1: 4-8 (NIV) “Greetings and Doxology” 
4 John, 

To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 
Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who 

was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits[a] before his throne, 5 and from Jesus 
Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of 
the earth. 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to be 
a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and 
ever! Amen. 

7 “Look, he is coming with the clouds,”[b] 
    and “every eye will see him, 
even those who pierced him”; 
    and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.”[c] 
So shall it be! Amen. 
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is 
to come, the Almighty.” 

 

Synopsis: The last book in our Bible, Revelation, is not one to be feared. Instead, it gives us a 
glimpse into a time of persecution in the early church, challenges us to consider our 
personal and communal faith, and understand a foundational truth: God is God, always and 
forever. 

Felt need: To open ourselves to the hope of Revelation - that God has been, is, and always will 
be 

Visuals: Greek letters alpha and omega (first and last letters in the Greek alphabet), clouds, 
letters, HOPE 

Hands-on item:  
Activity:  
Media possibilities: We didn’t preview any of these as a group. 

• “Revelation – Intro Video.” Length: 1:00. Cost: $30.00. Web license: Not sure. 
https://www.visualmediachurch.com/intro-video-store/p/revelation Comment: High 
price. Sets a good tone for the series. 

• “VII – Book of Revelation.” Length: 2:23. Cost: $20.00. Web license: Yes. John of Patmos 
was given a vision from Jesus about what is to come. He wrote a letter to seven 
churches in Asia to encourage some, but also to warn others. The book is filled with 
detail of his vision. What does it all mean? https://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-
movies/101489/vii--book-of-revelation Comment: A bit dark and dramatic. 

• “Dear Church: An Intro to Revelation.” Length: 1:31. Cost: $15.99. Web license: Probably 
not. This is designed to be an intro to a sermon series on the first few chapters of 
Revelation. https://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/60327/dear-church-an-
intro-to-revelation  

Footnotes: 
a. Rev. 1:4 That is, the 

sevenfold Spirit 
b. Rev. 1:7 Daniel 7:13 
c. Rev. 1:7 Zech. 12:10 
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Music: Surely the Presence of the Lord (UMH 328), You Are My All in All, Days of Elijah, 
Awesome God (FWS 2040), Come, Thou Almighty King (UMH 61), It is Well with My Soul 
(UMH 377); “Lion and the Lamb” by Bethel music ($6.00 lyric video. No web license 
https://www.sermonspice.com/worship-tracks/62445/lion-and-the-lamb)  

Children’s Time: 
Social media:  
Discussion points: 1) We proclaim hope on Easter. This after Easter series offers that same 

message of hope. 2) Cosmic Christ: Christ is over everything. 3) Priests are often though of 
as the intermediary between God and people. Methodists believe we each can have a direct 
connection to God. The Mormon Church members are called priests. Luther talked about 
the priesthood of believers. 4) Jehovah’s Witness connection: Dave’s grandpa Booth and 
some of his “younger” aunts, uncles, and cousins. 5) One of our goals is to recognize what 
Revelation is not about. 6) Revelation’s strong language is not meant to scare. It points to 
who we should not be (like the world around us). 7) The number seven is a symbol of 
completeness. 8) What is the prophet’s role? 9) Letters: Jim has kept two letters. The first is 
from his father to his kids which he wrote on his deathbed. The second is from his father’s 
basketball coach to his dad and was written when he lost his fingers. None of the rest of us 
could really think of letters we’ve save, mostly because so few are written any more. We do 
save kids’ stuff (school art projects) and texts, emails, and voice messages from people we 
have loved and lost. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
May 1, 2022: “Worthy is the Lamb” 
Easter 3 - Children’s Sunday  
One service at 10:00 a.m.                                             could be interpreted as too many to count 
 

Scripture: Revelation 5: 11-14 (NIV) 
11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon 

thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they were saying: 

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 
    to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength      
    and honor and glory and praise!” 

13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the 
sea, and all that is in them, saying: 

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
    be praise and honor and glory and power, 
for ever and ever!” 

14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 
 

7 things are 
listed here 
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Synopsis: Revelation is not a prediction, but an extended vision meant to offer hope to fellow 
believers.  John’s vision reminds us who Jesus is - the Lamb of God - and what he does - 
takes away the sin of the world.  Our response is to 
worship Jesus together.   

Felt need: To be filled with hope as we worship Jesus 
Visuals: Bulletin cover drawn by a kid or youth, lamb, angels 
Hands-on item:  
Activity: acolytes, Holy Communion - kids and youth serve, 

Mission Team commissioning, ice cream outside after 
worship   

Media possibilities: Recording of I Am Love, slideshow, 
benediction  
• “He Is Worthy of Our Worship.” Length: 0:46. Cost: 

$12.00. Web license: Yes. Jesus is supreme over all things. 
https://www.sermonspice.com/sermon-illustrations/105299/he-is-worthy-of-our-
worship Comment from Karen: This is the best I found, but not very relevant. 

Music: How Great Is Our God; Jesus Paid It All; Here I Am to Worship; Mighty to Save; Did You 
Feel the Mountains Tremble?; You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd; O For a Thousand 
Tongues to Sing (UMH 57); I Love to Tell the Story (UMH 156); “When I Get Where I’m 
Going” with Brad Paisley and Dolly Parton. Here are the lyrics: 

When I get where I'm going  
On the far side of the sky  
The first thing that I'm gonna do  
Is spread my wings and fly  
I'm gonna land beside a lion  
And run my fingers through his mane  
Or I might find out what it's like  
To ride a drop of rain  
 

Yeah when I get where I'm going  
There'll be only happy tears  
I will shed the sins and struggles  
I have carried all these years  
And I'll leave my heart wide open  
I will love and have no fear  
Yeah when I get where I'm going  
Don't cry for me down here 

Children’s Time:  Scouting Sunday - recognize Scouts 
Social media:  
NOTE: Native American Ministries Sunday - special offering 
Discussion points: 1) Pastor Mary will touch on the messages to each of the seven churches 

that are found between chapter 1 and 5. Notice how the text moves from a heavenly vision 
(respite) to reality (day to day grind) to heavenly vision to reality in cycles like real life’s ups 
and downs. 2) The vision of our ultimate reward, perfect peace, is overwhelming. 3) This 
passage reminds us to remember Jesus. 4) Jim is reminded of the movie, “Our Man Flint.” 
The main character, played by James Colburn, is a spy. There are kidnapped women, 
dressed in white, praising the leader in a creepy sort of way. 5) Jim: Will heaven be a place 
(Eden?) where we’ll wander around aimlessly with nothing to do? Will there be something 
to do? Trimming trees? Reading with kids? There’s got to be more than singing! Jim was not 
alone in his assessment of needing something to do. Pastor Mary’s response: We don’t 
really know anything about heaven. Other responses: We do think there will be a chance to 
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reunite with loved ones. Are we thinking about heaven from a human perspective? Will 
“time” be relevant anymore? 6) Glimpses of heaven: 
• Diane’s father asked if she could see the choir singing. He described what they were 

wearing and how they were greeting him. He passed away within the next 24 hours.  
• Jean’s dad died 38 years ago today. She was at work, and went to a room with a TV 

where she had a childhood memory of her dad and sister. She later learned he has 
passed away at the time of her memory.  

• This past Sunday, Carole Koch’s God moment was about a message from a friend from 
another person she didn’t know. After FaceBook sleuthing, she found that the other 
person had passed away three years ago. It was truly a message from heaven.  

• Betty shared that her daughter, Lisa, had come home to visit Gary (Betty’s husband and 
Lisa’s dad) while he was ill. Gary asked Lisa to move his bed closer to the light/window. 
Lisa went to ask Betty what to do. They moved the bed, but not near a light/window, 
because there wasn’t one. Gary died that night.  

7) What picture does this passage about worship paint? It is like a big Hollywood production 
– lots of angels, clouds, etc. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
May 8, 2022: “A New Vision” 
Easter 4 - Mother’s Day 
 

Scripture: Revelation 7: 9-17 (NIV) “The Great Multitude in White Robes” 
9 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, 

from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And 
they cried out in a loud voice: 

“Salvation belongs to our God, 
who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb.” 

11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four 
living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
12 saying: 

“Amen! 
Praise and glory 
and wisdom and thanks and honor 
and power and strength 
be to our God for ever and ever. 
Amen!” 

13 Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did 
they come from?” 

14 I answered, “Sir, you know.” 
And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have 

washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore, 
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“they are before the throne of God 
    and serve him day and night in his temple; 
and he who sits on the throne 
    will shelter them with his presence. 
16 ‘Never again will they hunger; 
    never again will they thirst. 
The sun will not beat down on them,’[a] 
    nor any scorching heat. 
17 For the Lamb at the center of the throne 
    will be their shepherd; 
‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’[b] 
    ‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’[c]” 

 

Synopsis:  Revelation was first written to offer hope in difficult times and encouragement for 
those who were struggling to remain faithful to God.  The message hasn’t changed.  Faith in 
Jesus doesn’t guarantee an easy life here on earth, but it does offer assurance that we are 
not alone.  

Felt need: To find hope in the midst of difficult times 
Visuals: white robe, palms, angels, lamb 
Hands-on item:  
Activity: Special prayers for all experiences of mothering/being mothered 
Media possibilities:  
Music: Marching to Zion (UMH 733), Crown Him with Many Crowns (UMH 327), Holy Ground 

(FWS 2272), You Are My Hiding Place, Holy, Holy, Holy!  Lord God Almighty (UMH 64), Come, 
Thou Fount of Every Blessing (UMH 400), Here I Am, Lord (UMH 593) 

Children’s Time:  
Social media:  
Discussion points: 1) Rev. 7:9 is a picture of inclusivity. 2) We are never alone. There is hope in 

difficult times. 3) A note from Karen: Pastor Mary asked, “What does persecution look like 
now?” We don’t hear or use persecuted or persecution on a daily basis. The evening’s lively 
discussion around the topic of persecution and some very quiet reactions as we processed 
each other’s observations and experiences might be a sign that we are not all 
understanding those words the same way. A definition and some synonyms are shown 
below. You might be able to identify times when you would use one or more of the 
underlined words in response to Pastor Mary’s question. 

Persecute (verb), past tense: persecuted; past participle: persecuted 
• subject (someone) to hostility and ill-treatment, especially because of their race or 

political or religious beliefs. Synonyms: oppress, abuse, victimize, ill-treat, mistreat, 
maltreat, punish, tyrannize, afflict, torment, torture, martyr, aggrieve, wrong 

• harass or annoy (someone) persistently. Synonyms: harass, hound, plague, badger, 
harry, bait, intimidate, pick on, trouble, molest, tease, pester, bother, worry, annoy, 
bedevil, bully, victimize, terrorize, devil, hassle, give someone a hard time, get on 
someone’s back, heavy 

Footnotes: 
a. Rev. 7:16 Isaiah 49:10 
b. Rev. 7:17 Isaiah 49:10 
c. Rev. 7:17 Isaiah 25:8 
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4) Jean noted that when she was young, most people she knew were associated with a 
community of faith. That is no longer true. Even big life events like weddings and funerals 
take place away from church – social events. She remembered very young (pregnant) 
couples getting married in church; their new church family was there to support them. 5) 
Betty sometimes feels that she is critical or judgmental of others. Is it Christian to feel that 
way? We all acknowledged having those same feelings at times. 6) Jim doesn’t feel 
persecuted for his beliefs per se. For the past ten to fifteen years, he has grown increasingly 
uncomfortable with extreme views on the far right and left that have used the word 
“Christian” in very unchristian ways, a problem that is exacerbated by the media and social 
media. Dave agreed with the negative media influence, although he regrets not mentioning 
that the negativity is coming from both extremes. Even the Methodist Church is being torn 
apart in spite of our fairly centrist beliefs. 7) How do we find a place for our faith in culture 
today? Today is not so different than Rome was when Revelation was written. Christians 
faced tensions with Rome and within their own churches. We may have to change how we 
live out our faith as circumstances change. 8) How many of us have heard, “If you don’t 
stand for something, then you don’t stand for anything”? 9) We see people who think of a 
church as a place for a significant life event, like a wedding, because it is a “pretty” venue. 
Jeff Patton would suggest this might be a good entry point for bringing people into the 
church. 10) Jenn Cooper has said numerous times that you might have to invite someone 
more than once before they will say yes. 11) It takes time to build relationships. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
May 15, 2022: “All Things New” 
Easter 5 - Graduation Sunday 
 

Scripture: Revelation 21: 1-6 (NIV) “A New Heaven and 
Earth” 

21 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,”[a] for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is 
now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be 
no more death’[b] or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, 
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 

6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To 
the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 

 

Synopsis:  The vision of a new heaven and new earth is almost too good to be true, but that’s 
where we place our ultimate hope - that God’s goodness will win out against evil.   

Felt need: To claim the hope that goodness will prevail over evil 
Visuals: NEW, water 
Hands-on item:  
Activity:  

Footnotes: 
a. Rev. 21:1 Isaiah 65:17 
b. Rev. 21:4 Isaiah 25:8 
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Media possibilities:  
• "All Things New (New Years).” Length: 1:45. Cost: $19.99. Web license. A lot has 

happened in one year. Where does our hope come from? Real hope is found in God… 
who makes all things new. https://www.sermonspice.com/sermon-
illustrations/48825/all-things-new-new-years Comments: There is not a direction 
connection to Revelation, but so many of the things mentioned in it are timely – 
terrorism, racism, disease, genocide, war, and loss. It points to the source of our hope. 
Use it. 

• “Reverse Thinking.” Length: 2:20. Cost: $14.99. Web license: No. This short video is a 
poem that demonstrates how God reverses the way we see things. 
https://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/37685/reverse-thinking  

Music: O God, Our Help In Ages Past (UMH 117), This is a Day of New Beginnings (UMH 383), Be 
Thou My Vision (UMH 451), Forth in Thy Name, O Lord (UMH 438) 

Children’s Time:  
Social media:  
Discussion points: 1) Graduation Sunday connection: The graduates are on the edge of 

something new. 2) This passage is often read at funerals. 3) God promises to live closely 
with us (verse 3) and to wipe away our pain (verse 4), two wonderful pictures. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
May 22, 2022: “Thy Kingdom Come” 
Easter 6 
Rev. Susan Hagans preaching 
 

Scripture: Revelation 21: 10, 22 – 22:5 (NIV)  
The New Jerusalem, the Bride of the Lamb 

10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the 
Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.  

22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its 
temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it 
light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will 
bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night 
there. 26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 27 Nothing impure will ever 
enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names 
are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

Eden Restored 
22 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from 

the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side 
of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And 
the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. The 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4 They will see 
his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. They will not 
need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they 
will reign for ever and ever. 
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Synopsis: At the end of the powerful vision in Revelation, God’s Kingdom has come to be here 
on Earth, and the vision points to God as Healer who brings people together.  

Felt need: To pray for, work for, and trust in the healing that only God can bring  
Visuals: light, lamp, river with trees, open gates, pictures from Ukraine 
Hands-on item:  
Activity: Healing prayers 
Media possibilities:  
Music: Lead On, O King Eternal (UMH 580), Abide With Me (UMH 700), Be Thou My Vision 

(UMH 451) 
Children’s Time:  
Social media:  
Notes from Pastor Susan:  
• Visuals: God is the healer of the nations. Pictures from Ukraine. Cleansing water of life, 

either side of the river is the tree of life with twelve fruits. God is all the light we need. Open 
gates. 

• Call to Worship (Nancy C. Townley): 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/3802/worship-connection-may-22-2022  

Leader: Come, one and all. Gather together! For this is the day of the Lord! 
People: Let’s gather at the river by the throne of God! For there is blessing forever! 

Choir/congregation sings verse 1 of “Shall We Gather at the River” 
L: From the throne of God flows a mighty river of peace and hope for all God’s people! 
People: And there shall be rejoicing at the sight of the healing waters! 

Choir/congregation sings verse 3 of “Shall We Gather at the River” 
Leader: Our journey brings us to God’s wondrous river of Life! 
People: Praise be to God who has drawn us from darkness and filled our world with 

light. 
All: singing verse 4 of “Shall We Gather at the River” 

• Litany/reading: Pastor and worship leader – dramatic reading. Note from Karen: Susan is 
probably referring to the litany/reading from Ministry Matters (see the link on page 11 of 
this document) which starts like this: 

Reader 1: There is darkness all around. I can’t see anything. I feel so alone, so helpless. 
Reader 2: “And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me 

the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.” (Rev. 21:10) 
• Other possible hymns: #722 “I Want to Be Ready” (needs a soloist); #77 “How Great Thou 

Art”; #103 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 
• Discussion: The vision speaks of the trees of life for the healing of the nations. Images of 

wars’ destruction overwhelmed by the light of God in the new heaven, where nothing 
accursed shall enter. Talking about a new coming mysterious reality held out in the vision… 
the light of God, one small candle, is enough now to give us hope and energy for the 
journey in this world. 

• Message illustration: The story of a man who brings his suitcase to heaven 
(https://www.dialhope.org/you-brought-pavement/).  

Discussion points: 1) The two fruit trees remind us of a fruit of the month club and Christmas 
Vacation’s jelly of the month club – the gift that keeps on giving. 2) What does this passage 
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call us to do now? Pray. Work for healing. Trust God. 3) Does God ever say, “Enough 
already!” Pastor Mary looks to Isaiah 64 wondering when God will tear open the heavens 
and come back to fix this mess. 4) Jean: We all know what the bible says about loving our 
neighbors. Why can’t we do it? Jim: Many people don’t like themselves. So, it isn’t 
surprising that those negative feeling are reflected in the way we (poorly) treat others. 5) If 
we were to go on a media diet, would that be a step towards healing the nations? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
May 29, 2022: “Jesus Is on the Way” 
Easter 7/Ascension Sunday 
Memorial Day weekend - One service at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Scripture: Revelation 22: 7-21 (NIV) 
7 “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy 

written in this scroll.” 
8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen 

them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 
9 But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your fellow 
prophets and with all who keep the words of this scroll. Worship God!” 

10 Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this scroll, because the 
time is near. 11 Let the one who does wrong continue to do wrong; let the vile person 
continue to be vile; let the one who does right continue to do right; and let the holy person 
continue to be holy.” 

Epilogue: Invitation and Warning 
12 “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person 

according to what they have done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, 
the Beginning and the End. 

14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of 
life and may go through the gates into the city. 15 Outside are the dogs, those who practice 
magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and 
practices falsehood. 

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you[a] this 
testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring 
of David, and the bright Morning Star.” 

17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one 
who hears say, “Come!” Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take 
the free gift of the water of life. 

18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds 
anything to them, God will add to that person the plagues described in this scroll. 19 And if 
anyone takes words away from this scroll of prophecy, God will take away from that person 
any share in the tree of life and in the Holy City, which are described in this scroll. 

20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen. 

Footnote: 
a. Rev. 22:16 The 

Greek is plural. 
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Synopsis: The ending of Revelation - and all of Scripture - is a vision of redemption and 
restoration that brings us back to the glory of creation and new life.  The promise we cling 
to is that God is working to bring this vision to pass.  Our part is to remain faithful and 
commit to making the vision a reality here and now - sharing the joy of faith in Jesus.          

Felt need: To remain faithful until Christ comes again 
Visuals: Greek letters alpha and omega, water, garden 
Hands-on item:  
Activity: Reaffirmation of Holy Baptism, Consecration of Memorials, Memorial Garden 

opening? 
Media possibilities:  

• “Alpha and Omega.” Length: 2:30. Cost: $19.08. Web license: Yes. This mini-movie 
features stars, distant galaxies, planets and nebulae to depict the awesome wonder of 
God’s creation. The text, inspired by Revelation 22, contrasts His power with His 
profound intimacy. https://www.sermonspice.com/sermon-illustrations/96655/alpha-
and-omega  

• “Our King Will Return.” Length: 0:46. Cost: $12.00. Web license: Yes. Our faith is 
strengthened when we recognize that our king, Jesus, will return one day. We must hold 
true to His promises. https://www.sermonspice.com/sermon-illustrations/107553/our-
king-will-return  

Music: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (UMH 139), Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters 
(UMH 605) 

Children’s Time:  
Social media:  
Discussion points: 1) A song that popped up out of nowhere: Santana’s “Evil Ways.” 2) This 

passage is one of several beatitudes in Revelation. It also challenged its original audience to 
remain faithful in a non-Christian culture. Here is a list of some of the challenges then and 
now: 
• temple prostitutes vs. human trafficking 
• idolatry: emperor worship vs. celebrity worship 
• slavery vs. modern day slavery  
• greed, power (who has it, how it is used), misplaced desires, gambling vs. greed & 

power (who has it, how it is used), misplaced desires, gambling 
• addiction to violence (gladiators, events at the coliseum) vs. addiction to violence (video 

games, online gaming, Will Smith slapping Chris Rock at the Oscars) 
3) Oscars: Was violence necessary? Could Will Smith have made a verbal rebuff instead? 
Could Jada have stood up for herself? Do comedians know there are times to do the 
honorable thing and not make a joke out of a bad situation? 4) How do witness to our faith 
in a world where faith isn’t generally shared? So many people have never been in a church 
until they are invited to a funeral or a wedding. 


