
 

 
1 

“Defining	a	Mystery	–	Boo	Radley”	
February 27, 2022 
The Faith of a Mockingbird series 
 
Media: Week 4 intro – Boo Radley, then prayer 
 I’ve enjoyed this series - delving into the connection between culture and faith 
- between stories that change us and shape us put alongside the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. One reason To Kill a Mockingbird is still such a powerful story is because 
Harper Lee’s characters draw us into their story, and we become invested. I still have 
a hard time getting through the scene from today’s clip - whether I read it or watch it 
- when Scout meets Boo Radley. The book says it this way: “as I gazed at him in 
wonder the tension slowly drained from his face. His lips parted into a timid smile, 
and our neighbor’s image blurred with my sudden tears. “Hey, Boo,” I said. 
 Maybe Scout already had an idea that Boo was kind, even though it went 
against her initial expectations and completely flipped the script that had been told 
for so long. Maybe she figured he was the one who had left the trinkets in the tree or 
folded Jem’s pants and left them on the fence when he got caught near the Radley’s 
house. But now it’s certain. What had been wrapped in mystery - this person who 
had been unknown and the subject of so many questions and assumptions that 
made him out to be so scary - is now better understood. Boo is known for who he 
really is - at least by a few people. But that’s where it ends. The sheriff and Atticus 
discuss how to proceed, especially because they don’t want to bring Boo into the 
spotlight even to celebrate his saving of the children. It would do more harm than 
good. 

It’s Scout who makes the connection to what Atticus had said about 
mockingbird. If you read about mockingbirds, they often mimic the sounds of birds 
(and frogs) around them, including blackbirds, orioles, killdeer, jays, hawks, and 
many others. They go on learning new sounds throughout their lives. Earlier when 
Atticus is talking to Jem about practicing with his air rifle, he says it’s a sin to kill a 
mockingbird. Their neighbor Miss Maudie explains to Scout: “Mockingbirds don’t do 
one thing but make music for us to enjoy…they don’t do one thing but sing their 
hearts out for us.”     

And so, we have the power of a title - and the power of relationships and the 
stories that we tell about ourselves and each other. We’ve focused on telling our 
story - our unique perspective on God’s work in the world. Scout helped us 
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remember the importance of telling our story. We talked about God’s call to be 
saints - using our witness to point to God in every circumstance and know that God is 
with us. Atticus helps us understand integrity - truly living our faith even when it 
seems that what is right won’t prevail.   

We spent time talking about other people’s stories - some that are shared and 
some that are never heard because of the assumptions we make and the biases and 
prejudices we carry. Tom Robinson’s struggle to find justice is painful - and still 
reminds us of the need for justice that is elusive for so many. Boo’s story also 
reminds us that assumptions can be unfair and destructive. They can even become 
more powerful than truth. But when we know the truth, it can transform us and our 
relationships. 

Our faith in God brings an element of mystery. It’s not that we can’t know 
God, but there’s a sense of mystery, awe, and wonder when we consider who God is, 
what God is like, and how God works in the world. It’s a part of letting God be God 
and understanding that we are not God and that we can’t understand it all. That can 
be a great invitation for us, but it can also be scary to live with mystery. Paul unpacks 
it for the church in Corinth, especially the mystery of death and resurrection, of sin 
and forgiveness, of transformation.   

(SLIDE) I Corinthians 15: 50-51, 54-58 (CEV) 
50 My friends, I want you to know that our bodies of flesh and blood will decay. 

This means that they cannot share in God’s kingdom, which lasts forever. 51 I will 
explain a mystery to you. Not every one of us will die, but we will all be changed. 54 
The bodies we now have are weak and can die. But they will be changed into bodies 
that are eternal. Then the Scriptures will come true, 

“Death has lost the battle!  
55 Where is its victory? Where is its sting?”  
56 Sin is what gives death its sting, and the Law is the power behind sin. 57 But 

thank God for letting our Lord Jesus Christ give us the victory! 
58 My dear friends, stand firm and don’t be shaken. Always keep busy working for 

the Lord. You know that everything you do for him is worthwhile. 
 
Paul’s encounter with the people in Athens is a moment of defining a mystery 

enough so that we experience transformation. The people in Athens worshiped gods, 
but god was more of an idea. We can know about God, but God seeks to be known 
intimately just as God knows us intimately. God wants a relationship with us - so 
much that God comes fully revealed in Jesus - to be with us, to walk in our shoes, to 
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show us the power of love and hope.     
We know people (and we may be people) who are seeking something or 

Someone who seems unknown (or unknowable). Maybe you feel like one of those 
people in Athens - there’s something/Someone, but I’m not quite sure. Even if we 
claim a relationship with God through Christ, we’re always learning and growing in 
God. St. Anselm, a monk who lived in the 11th century, called it “faith seeking 
understanding.” It’s a great phrase. We’ve never arrived at the place where we 
understand God completely, and we’d probably struggle to describe God in full to 
someone else, though we have moments of grace that offer a powerful witness. 
That’s a part of the mystery we live in, but also take comfort in it.   

(SLIDE) In what ways do you desire to know more about God? We all have 
questions - and probably more questions as we grow in our relationship with Christ. 
Even this week, as we’ve witnessed the news, we’ve asked questions about “why?” 
Perhaps we’ve asked God to intervene.    

We come to the end of this series - and focus on mystery - as we prepare for 
Lent, which begins this Wednesday - Ash Wednesday. Today is the last Sunday of the 
season of Epiphany, when we remember the Transfiguration of Jesus. He led a small 
group of disciples up a mountain, and his appearance changed. A voice told the 
disciples to listen, and they wanted to stay up on the mountain with him. It was a 
spectacular view and an amazing moment of glory - one of those “thin places” where 
heaven and earth come together. It’s a moment when Jesus’ identity is confirmed for 
the disciples again. But it’s right after that moment that Jesus begins to move toward 
Jerusalem - closer to the cross - as controversy grows around him. 

That moment of recognition between Scout and Boo is a moment of grace and 
truth - of deeper understanding. And we need that today as we gather to worship 
God who is holy and faithful, as we pray for people who are in the midst of an 
invasion and conflict, as we remember that we need God’s grace to guide us, even as 
we embrace the mystery of God and God’s work in our lives.  (SLIDE) How do you 
describe God’s grace? 

In our Methodist tradition, grace is a word with deeper meaning. It’s not so 
simple to define - and not always easy to describe. But I appreciate that we have a 
sense of how grace moves in our lives - how God moves in our lives - because it 
reminds me that grace really is a gift. So, here’s how we might describe it: 
(SLIDE) GRACE: Prevenient - goes before us, Justifying - works for us, Sanctifying - 
works within us 



 

 
4 

Prevenient grace goes before us and prepares us to accept God’s love. God’s 
love is there from the beginning – preparing our hearts to love God. Boo’s acts of 
kindness and generosity are an example of how grace works toward us to open our 
hearts to God. How many times is God reaching out to us in grace every day without 
us noticing? Perhaps this Lenten season can be a time to focus on God’s grace more 
intentionally.   

Justifying grace works for us and makes us right with God, restores us, and for 
some it’s that moment of accepting Christ. In order to understand justifying grace, 
we have to understand why we need it, so we have to acknowledge and be convicted 
of our sin - the ways that we “miss the mark” when it comes to God’s will for us. We 
do the things that we shouldn’t do; we don’t the things we should do – and all of 
that grieves God’s heart. We can’t save ourselves. Grace means that in spite of sin, 
we are made one with God through grace because of Jesus’ saving love - agape love. 
Our broken relationship with God is restored by God’s grace. 

But that’s not the end. There’s more work that God does in us. Sanctifying 
grace works within us and helps us to grow in holiness of heart and life. Living in 
God’s grace means that we receive a free gift, but it’s not a free pass. Grace invites 
us to respond in love and grace to others - to be open to God’s work in us. It’s more 
than knowing about God’s story; it’s seeing ourselves as a part of the story that God 
is writing right now.    

We are a part of God’s Kingdom work, even as we witness both the glory and 
the brokenness in the world. We don’t have to know it all to do God’s work. Nobody 
ever has; nobody ever will. We claim the mystery even as we are God’s people - 
beloved, called, and sent - to do the hard work of loving in the name of Jesus. Thanks 
be to God.  Let us pray… 


