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Worship Brainstorming 
The Faith of a Mockingbird 

Based on a book by Pastor Matt Rawle 
Mon., January 17, 2021 at Booth’s home 

5725 Westwood Drive, Norton Shores  
6:00 p.m. Barbecue Dinner 

7:00-9:00 p.m. Brainstorming for Worship 
February 6-27, 2022 (4 weeks) 

 
The worship brainstorming for 1 series (4 weeks) will be held at 
Booth’s home. Members of all ages and backgrounds are invited to 
participate in the one-time commitment. The ideas generated at 
the brainstorming are used in worship.  
 

We will have dinner at 6:00 p.m.  Dinner is provided; you do not 
need to bring a dish. Brainstorming is from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Safety 
protocols will be the same as at church (masks are recommended 
for those who are not fully vaccinated).    
 

More information is available at church and on our website.  Please 
pick up the brainstorming packet at church or find it online, read 
the Scripture readings, Pastor Mary’s message synopses, and 
preview videos when they become available. Please RSVP to Karen 
Booth at kwbooth@comcast.net, 231-798-8431, or 231-557-1069 or by signing up at church.  
 

Social Justice Issue for February 2022: Racism(?) 
 

Theme:  The Spiritual Journey Continues…Picking up the pieces 
• Connecting the pieces 
• Transformation 
• Serving others (passionately) 
 

Metaphors:  
• Puzzle/puzzle pieces – making a new picture. Related hands-on item: puzzle piece with 

scripture reference. 
• Mosaic – creating something beautiful from broken pieces 
 

Major spoken/unspoken needs:  
• Dealing with fear, which often presents itself as anger and rage. One antidote to fear is 

serving. 
• Peace, sense of belonging, safe communities, coming together, compassion 
• Finding a new normal – less busy, better sense of priorities, greater gratitude, increased 

resilience 
 

From author Matt Rawle: 
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Sin, redemption, wisdom, and love are all themes in Harper Lee’s masterpiece, To Kill a 
Mockingbird. An influential and transformative novel, To Kill a Mockingbird is one piece of 
popular culture that certainly has withstood the test of time. Published in 1960, To Kill a 
Mockingbird serves as a lens through which we can understand our place in the world, how 
we play a role in God’s story, and what it means to live out a hopeful faith in a broken 
world. Looking at the book’s four main characters—Scout Finch, Atticus Finch, Tom 
Robinson, and Boo Radley—they teach us about faith and redemption.  (Note: the movie 
was released in 1962.) 

The novel offers timeless characters who speak pointed words of truth, and we also 
“overhear” the discoveries of Maycomb County citizens as they encounter the prophetic 
truth of mystery, courage, mercy, and justice. We can discover how our own broken lives 
are part of God’s timeless redemption story. 

 

Series synopsis: Pastor and author Matt Rawle sees Christ all around him – in books, movies, TV 
shows, rock music – and he want to share what he sees. As Rawle says, “God offers the raw 
ingredients, and ‘culture’ is whatever we cook up.” In The Faith of a Mockingbird, Matt 
Rawle uses Harper Lee’s beloved characters to explore Christian faith, theology, and ethics, 
considering God’s world and what it all means. 

 

2022 theme connection: Transformation. We don’t have to learn everything first-hand. 
Literature is a great resource for seeing how characters are transformed by events and their 
interactions with each other. 

 

Series promotional video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dHJkAkHGnYA  
Movie trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KR7loA_oziY  
NOTE: Film will be shown at church on Sun., Feb. 6.   
Media: Use short clips from the film in worship. We will have to use “Be right back” slide as 

Universal holds the rights to the film. 
Related interview: Reconciliation with God & Others 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8_643qTmuck  
 

Music:   
• Music from the 1962 film - sheet music 

available 
• Nearer My God, to Thee 
• Amazing Grace 

• On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand 
• Tell Me the Stories of Jesus 
• Blessed Assurance 

 

Visuals: picket fence, tree, rocking chair, pocket watch 
• Lynne’s pins https://www.pinterest.com/lynandlid/the-faith-of-a-mockingbird/  
 

Resources: 
• Weekly countdown 
• Worship videos for each week 
• Facebook post ideas 
 

Articles: 
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• On Harper Lee and Methodist/UM connection 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/6692/harper-lee-was-united-methodist-in-
word-deed 

• Matt Rawle https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/6691/remembering-a-mockingbird 
• On Christ figures in the movies 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/1432/jesus-goes-to-the-movies-part-2 
• Jake Owensby: “Mockingbirds don’t merely trill or chirp. They compose melodies. That’s 

why one of Harper Lee’s characters said that it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird; all they do is sing 
their hearts out.”  
o Related movie clip: “To Kill a Mockingbird: Sin to Kill a Mockingbird.” Length: 0:29. Cost: 

Free. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DHScNGR82Zc  
o Related hands-on item: 3” mockingbird cutout $0.60 each ($0.76 each) 

https://24hourcrafts.com/products/unfinished-wooden-mockingbird-shape 
• In 1964, Harper Lee told the New York radio station WQXR in a rare interview, “Well, my 

objectives are very limited … I would like to be the chronicler of something that I think is 
going down the drain very swiftly, and that is small-town, middle-class Southern life. There 
is something universal in it. Something decent to be said for it, and something to lament, 
once it goes, in its passing. In other words, all I want to be is the Jane Austen of South 
Alabama.” 

 

We’re still in the season of Epiphany when we focus on God coming for all the world - and 
God “showing up” in our lives in powerful ways.   

-------------------------------------------------------- 
February 6, 2022: “Telling Your Story” 
Epiphany 5 - Scout 
 

Scripture: I Corinthians 12: 4-27 (Common English Bible) We can use multiple readers. 
4 There are different spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; 5 and there are different ministries 

and the same Lord; 6 and there are different activities but the same God who produces all of 
them in everyone. 7 A demonstration of the Spirit is given to each person for the common 
good. 8 A word of wisdom is given by the Spirit to one person, a word of knowledge to 
another according to the same Spirit, 9 faith to still another by the same Spirit, gifts of healing 
to another in the one Spirit, 10 performance of miracles to another, prophecy to another, the 
ability to tell spirits apart to another, different kinds of tongues to another, and the 
interpretation of the tongues to another. 11 All these things are produced by the one and 
same Spirit who gives what he wants to each person. 

12 Christ is just like the human body—a body is a unit and has many parts; and all the 
parts of the body are one body, even though there are many. 13 We were all baptized by one 
Spirit into one body, whether Jew or Greek, or slave or free, and we all were given one Spirit 
to drink. 14 Certainly the body isn’t one part but many. 15 If the foot says, “I’m not part of the 
body because I’m not a hand,” does that mean it’s not part of the body? 16 If the ear says, 
“I’m not part of the body because I’m not an eye,” does that mean it’s not part of the body? 
 17 If the whole body were an eye, what would happen to the hearing? And if the whole 
body were an ear, what would happen to the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God has placed 
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each one of the parts in the body just like he wanted. 19 If all were one and the same body 
part, what would happen to the body? 20 But as it is, there are many parts but one body. 21 So 
the eye can’t say to the hand, “I don’t need you,” or in turn, the head can’t say to the feet, “I 
don’t need you.” 22 Instead, the parts of the body that people think are the weakest are the 
most necessary. 23 The parts of the body that we think are less honorable are the ones we 
honor the most. The private parts of our body that aren’t presentable are the ones that are 
given the most dignity. 24 The parts of our body that are presentable don’t need this. But God 
has put the body together, giving greater honor to the part with less honor 25 so that there 
won’t be division in the body and so the parts might have mutual concern for each other. 26 If 
one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part gets the glory, all the parts celebrate 
with it.  

27 You are the body of Christ and parts of each other.  
 

Synopsis: The Christian story is one of brokenness, but the story doesn’t end there—our story is 
also about healing, grace, and resurrection!  When we learn to do the work of God, we 
discover who we are and how our story, through grace, is part of God’s story.  How can 
we—in thought, word, and deed—tell God’s story? 

Felt need: To understand that brokenness and healing lie at the heart of the Christian story and 
that part of the disciple’s role is to call attention to the ways we need Christ personally and 
communally. 

Visuals:  
Hands-on item:  
Activity: Holy Communion 
Media possibilities:  
• “To Kill a Mockingbird: The Children Save Atticus.” Length: 2:50. Cost: Free. Web license: 

No. When a mob interrogates Atticus, the children show up and Scout’s kindness and 
innocence convinces them to leave. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oaVuVu5KXuE&list=PLZbXA4lyCtqrcLU-2Um-
Oc0gzfNadC_dO&index=3  

• “To Kill a Mockingbird: Dill Harris.” Length: trim to 3:03, before Dill appears. Cost: Free. 
Scout and Jem have questions for their father, Atticus. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muZdy82zFb0  

• “To Kill a Mockingbird: The Compromise.” Length: 2:10. Cost: Free. Atticus explains what a 
compromise is to Scout. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bjd-8TryIsU  

Music:  
Children’s Time: Use Scout as a way to talk about asking questions - even hard questions. (Be 

like a child to enter the Kingdom, radical innocence, honesty) 
Social media: How do your daily habits reveal your faith and values?  For what do you give 

thanks? 
Discussion points:   

-------------------------------------------------------- 
February 13, 2022: “Hero or Saint?” 
Epiphany 6 - Atticus Finch 
Super Bowl Sunday - Souper Bowl of Caring 
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Scripture: Matthew 5: 1-12 (Common English Bible) “Happy People” 
5 1 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up a mountain. He sat down and his 

disciples came to him. 2 He taught them, saying: 
3 “Happy are people who are hopeless, because the kingdom of heaven is theirs. 
4 “Happy are people who grieve, because they will be made glad. 
5 “Happy are people who are humble, because they will inherit the earth. 
6 “Happy are people who are hungry and thirsty for righteousness, because they will be 

fed until they are full. 
7 “Happy are people who show mercy, because they will receive mercy. 
8 “Happy are people who have pure hearts, because they will see God. 
9 “Happy are people who make peace, because they will be called God’s children. 
10 “Happy are people whose lives are harassed because they are righteous, because the 

kingdom of heaven is theirs. 
11 “Happy are you when people insult you and harass you and speak all kinds of bad and 

false things about you, all because of me. 12 Be full of joy and be glad, because you have a 
great reward in heaven. In the same way, people harassed the prophets who came before 
you. 

 

Scripture: II Corinthians 12: 9-10 (NIV) - might be projected during message 
9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s 
power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

 

Synopsis: As followers of Jesus, we’re called to be saints, not heroes or champions, but what’s 
the difference?  How do we seek justice, find wisdom, act with courage and selflessness, 
and strive for a life rooted in humility, grace, and love - modeled after Jesus?   

Felt need: To explore differences between a hero (or champion) and a saint - and to hear God’s 
call to be saints. 

Visuals:  
Hands-on item:  
Activity:    
Media possibilities:  
• “To Kill a Mockingbird: Atticus Talking to Scout.” Length: 2:21. Cost: Free. Web license: No. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBAV_-nkRaU  
• “To Kill a Mockingbird: Atticus Talking to Scout about insults and rumors.” Length: 1:17. 

Cost: Free. Web license: No. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DHScNGR82Zc  
• “To Kill a Mockingbird: Mayella’s Guilt.” Length: 3:00. Cost: Free. Web license: No. Atticus 

addresses the court and describes Mayella’s guilt for tempting a black man, and the dire 
consequences her guilt has caused. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C841wEogE4U&list=PLZbXA4lyCtqrcLU-2Um-
Oc0gzfNadC_dO&index=6  

Music:  
Children’s Time: Who helps us know God better?   
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Social media: What have you not said today that needed to be said?  Whose words matter in 
your life? 

NOTE: The four differences between the hero and the saint are: who the story is about, why the 
story is told, what the story takes for granted, and when the story goes wrong. For the 
hero/champion, the story is about them. For the saint, their story points beyond them to 
God. 

Discussion points:   
-------------------------------------------------------- 

February 20, 2022: “The Power of a Story” 
Epiphany 7 - Tom Robinson 
 

Scripture: Galatians 3: 26-29 (Common English Bible) 
26 You are all God’s children through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 All of you who were baptized 

into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek; there is 
neither slave nor free; nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 Now 
if you belong to Christ, then indeed you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to the 
promise. 

 

Scripture: Colossians 1: 15-24 (The Message) “Christ Holds It All Together” 
15-18 We look at this Son and see the God who cannot be seen. We look at this Son and 

see God’s original purpose in everything created. For everything, absolutely everything, 
above and below, visible and invisible, rank after rank after rank of angels—everything got 
started in him and finds its purpose in him. He was there before any of it came into existence 
and holds it all together right up to this moment. And when it comes to the church, he 
organizes and holds it together, like a head does a body. 

18-20 He was supreme in the beginning and—leading the resurrection parade—he is 
supreme in the end. From beginning to end he’s there, towering far above everything, 
everyone. So spacious is he, so expansive, that everything of God finds its proper place in him 
without crowding. Not only that, but all the broken and dislocated pieces of the universe—
people and things, animals and atoms—get properly fixed and fit together in vibrant 
harmonies, all because of his death, his blood that poured down from the cross. 

21-23 You yourselves are a case study of what he does. At one time you all had your backs 
turned to God, thinking rebellious thoughts of him, giving him trouble every chance you got. 
But now, by giving himself completely at the Cross, actually dying for you, Christ brought you 
over to God’s side and put your lives together, whole and holy in his presence. You don’t 
walk away from a gift like that! You stay grounded and steady in that bond of trust, 
constantly tuned in to the Message, careful not to be distracted or diverted. There is no 
other Message—just this one. Every creature under heaven gets this same Message. I, Paul, 
am a messenger of this Message. 

* * * 
24-25 I want you to know how glad I am that it’s me sitting here in this jail and not you. 

There’s a lot of suffering to be entered into in this world—the kind of suffering Christ takes 
on. I welcome the chance to take my share in the church’s part of that suffering. When I 
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became a servant in this church, I experienced this suffering as a sheer gift, God’s way of 
helping me serve you, laying out the whole truth. 

 

Scripture: Acts 10 - used as reference – Peter’s vision/the Good News is for everyone 
 

Synopsis: How does diversity help us understand God more fully?  It’s not about being color 
blind; rather, it’s about all colors being valued as a part of the family of God.    

Felt need: To challenge the faith community to recognize that everyone’s story is different, and 
the differences strengthen us as the body of Christ.  (There’s also a challenge to understand 
how injustice and oppression - both individual and systemic - affect our stories and 
perceptions.) 

Visuals:  
Hands-on item:  
Activity:  
Media possibilities:  
• “To Kill a Mockingbird: The Trial Scene.” Length: 6:58 (could be trimmed). Cost: Free. Web 

license: No. Tom Robinson testifies. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DhetrQJg4lE  
• “To Kill a Mockingbird: All Men Are Created Equal.” Length: 2:44. Cost: Free. Web license: 

No. Atticus points out the obvious inequalities in the justice system and asks the jury to look 
at Thomas’ case with a fair and just eye. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-x6njs-
cGUE&list=PLZbXA4lyCtqrcLU-2Um-Oc0gzfNadC_dO&index=7  

• “To Kill a Mockingbird: Atticus’ Closing Statement.” Length: 1:09. Cost: Free. Web license: 
No. In his closing statements for the defense, Atticus, tries to convince the jury to believe 
Tom Robinson. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8MmtVx1A8BA&list=PLZbXA4lyCtqrcLU-2Um-
Oc0gzfNadC_dO&index=8  

Music: “All God’s Children Have a Place in the Choir” 
Children’s Time:  
Social media: How do your roots influence your role in God’s story? 
Discussion points:   

-------------------------------------------------------- 
February 27, 2022: “Defining a Mystery” 
Transfiguration Sunday - Boo Radley 
 

Scripture: Acts 17: 22–28 (Contemporary English Version) 
22 So Paul stood up in front of the council and said: 
People of Athens, I see that you are very religious. 23 As I was going through your city and 

looking at the things you worship, I found an altar with the words, “To an Unknown God.” 
You worship this God, but you don’t really know him. So I want to tell you about him. 24 This 
God made the world and everything in it. He is Lord of heaven and earth, and he doesn’t live 
in temples built by human hands. 25 He doesn’t need help from anyone. He gives life, breath, 
and everything else to all people. 26 From one person God made all nations who live on earth, 
and he decided when and where every nation would be. 
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27 God has done all this, so that we will look for him and reach out and find him. He isn’t 
far from any of us, 28 and he gives us the power to live, to move, and to be who we are. “We 
are his children,” just as some of your poets have said. 

 

Scripture: I Corinthians 15: 50-58 (CEV) 
50 My friends, I want you to know that our bodies of flesh and blood will decay. This 

means that they cannot share in God’s kingdom, which lasts forever. 51 I will explain a 
mystery to you. Not every one of us will die, but we will all be changed. 52 It will happen 
suddenly, quicker than the blink of an eye. At the sound of the last trumpet the dead will be 
raised. We will all be changed, so that we will never die again. 53 Our dead and decaying 
bodies will be changed into bodies that won’t die or decay. 54 The bodies we now have are 
weak and can die. But they will be changed into bodies that are eternal. Then the Scriptures 
will come true, 

“Death has lost the battle! 
55 Where is its victory? 
    Where is its sting?” 

56 Sin is what gives death its sting, and the Law is the power behind sin. 57 But thank God 
for letting our Lord Jesus Christ give us the victory! 

58 My dear friends, stand firm and don’t be shaken. Always keep busy working for the 
Lord. You know that everything you do for him is worthwhile. 

 

Synopsis: How do we understand more fully who God is and what God is like?  It’s not enough 
for God to be an idea; rather, God is already working within our lives.  God’s kingdom is 
realized when we respond to God’s grace.  Even though brokenness is a part of our lives, it 
doesn’t have the final word.   

Felt need: To become part of God’s story and engage more deeply in God’s work in the world - 
even as we claim the mystery of God. 

Visuals:  
Hands-on item:  
Activity:  
Media possibilities:  
• “To Kill a Mockingbird: Boo Is a Hero.” Length: 2:58. Cost: Free. Web license: No. When Jem 

and Scout get attached in the woods on Halloween night, Boo fights and saves them. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FROgIia2cb8&list=PLZbXA4lyCtqrcLU-2Um-
Oc0gzfNadC_dO&index=9  

• “To Kill a Mockingbird: Scout Meets Boo Radley.” Length: 1:33. Cost: Free. Web license: No. 
Scout meets Boo Radley for the first time, and they are very happy to see each other. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRmIef02Ajk&list=PLZbXA4lyCtqrcLU-2Um-
Oc0gzfNadC_dO&index=10  

Music:  
Children’s Time:  
Social media: In what ways do you desire to know more about God?  How do you describe 

God’s grace? 
Discussion points:   


