Advent & Christmas Worship Brainstorming Summary

The Inn – HOUSING THE HOLY
Based on a series from Worship Design Studio/Marcia McFee
Wed., November 10, 2021 at Le Fleur
November 29-December 26, 2021
Members present: Jean Kelly, Marie Kordecki, Dave Booth,
Karen Booth, Karen Post, Jim Post, Diane Thompson,
Betty Kinney, Barb Gripton, Ed Baranowski, Pastor Mary
Ivanov, Vicki Zuker, Ron Zuker, Deb Moon
2021 marks two important anniversaries for LHUMC:
1. 65 years since charter (April 22, 1956)
2. 5 years since merger with Lakeside UMC (June 2016)
Social Justice Issue –
• November: Those who are incarcerated and those who
work in correctional facilities (Brad Dean to speak).
• December: Addiction.
Theme: The Spiritual Journey Continues…
• Picking up the pieces
• Connecting the pieces
• Transformation
• Serving others (passionately)

Strawberry Fields is
the font used in the
main graphic, above,
and is available at
dafont.com for free.

Metaphors:
• Puzzle/puzzle pieces – making a new picture. Related hands-on item: puzzle piece with
scripture reference.
• Mosaic – creating something beautiful from broken pieces
Major spoken/unspoken needs:
• Dealing with fear, which often presents itself as anger and rage. One antidote to fear is
serving.
• Peace, sense of belonging, safe communities, coming together, compassion
• Finding a new normal – less busy, better sense of priorities, greater gratitude, increased
resilience
Synopsis: The pandemic has laid bare, and widened, economic disparity locally and globally. As
we enter the Advent season, how can our churches become houses where the Holy will be
born anew – offering respite, sustenance and care, opening the doors ever wider to those
seeking shelter from the onslaught of life? No one church can do it all, but each can do
something. As we study the biblical prophets that call us to care for our neighbors and
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“make room in the inn,” the lonely and frightened spaces within us are filled with the light of
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.
2021 theme connection: Hope and renewed community are born again when we practice
radical hospitality.
Original music: “Hope Waits for Us at Christmas” by Amada Udis-Kessler, “The Manger is
Stranger” (for choir), “Make of My Heart a Stable” (prayer song). NOTE: Get music to Mary
Scott, Michael Boersma, and Diane Thompson.
Other music: Advent and Christmas Doxologies
Intro video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jaQEvYXEt2c&t=1s
Video invitations:
• “Christmas Invite.” Length: 1:58. Cost: Free with subscription. Web license: yes.
https://www.playbackmedia.com/mini-movies/27004/christmas-invite. Comments: Fun.
Makes you smile. Could be used at Children’s Time early in the series as way to encourage
people of all ages to invite friends and family. Betty scale: 4.5/5.
• “Getting Christmas Right.” Length: 2:11. Cost: Free with subscription. Web license: yes.
What would it take for us to get Christmas right this year? Maybe we would be able to focus
more on Jesus if we got rid of everything else… or could we somehow learn to see Jesus in
all of the ways that we celebrate the Christmas season?
https://www.playbackmedia.com/mini-movies/72236/getting-christmas-right Comments:
Reminds us of our God moments. Taking down all of the “stuff” catches your attention.
Redirecting us to look for joy in friends, family, and activities can be good meaningful things.
In so doing, we find Jesus. Use it at some point during the series.
Resource:
• We Aren’t Broke by Mark Elsdon. Note after the meeting: Marcia McFee has a
webinar/interview with Mark Edsdon on November 16 at noon. It will be recorded and
Karen Booth will send out the link when it is available. Here is the description: Our
discussion will feature some examples of community partnerships that embody the creative
use of resources Mark describes in his book. If you are doing “The Inn” for Advent this year, I
highly recommend that your key leadership reads this book in preparation for the series.
• Children’s ministry ideas: https://michiganumc.org/childrens-ministry-tool-box/seasonalresources-advent/#christmas-eve
Ideas:
• How is our physical space a safe space for others?
o Worship
o GriefShare/Blue Christmas. Comment: Unresolved grief is one of our biggest problems.
o Family Promise. Comment: We host FP from December 19-26.
• How will we light Advent candles?
• Can we process the light in each Sunday? Maybe with lanterns?
• Do we want to share resources created last year? Candle lighting video? Virtual Christmas
pageant?
• Can we create a backdrop for family pictures? Christmas trees and lights?
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•

Can we create a scene downstairs in Fellowship Hall for
Family Promise guests? Set up at least one tree and
lights near the “barn” door at the back of the sanctuary.

Visuals: Feel free to sketch out your ideas.
• Barn door (12’ H x 10’ W photo backdrop hung from the
ledge). Lanterns. Straw/hay or “hay” covered boxes.
Wooden crates. Donkey. Sheep. Manger. Advent
wreath. Rustic table and chair(s). Question: Can we use
a window in front of Christmas trees to create the
impression that there are distinct spaces inside and outside the stable?
• Marcia McFee – The Inn https://www.pinterest.com/worshipstudio/the-inn/
• Large box used each week for Children’s Time.
• FYI: We will set up an outdoor nativity on the east
(Henry St) side of the church this year and illuminate
it with a couple floodlights and spiral Christmas
trees, similar to the nativity shown.
https://www.outdoornativitysets.com/largeoutdoor-nativity-set
General discussion: 1) Limit the use of the “be right
back” slide on the livestream if at all possible. 2) There is not really a whole lot of biblical
material on the inn or innkeeper. Neither is mentioned in scripture. 3) Eighteen months into
the pandemic, we still find that most people’s sense of peace has been upended. They are
anxious, feeling like they can’t make any plans. What can our church offer to help people
regain some sense of peace, hope, and joy? Will being able to be physically together this
year make a difference? 4) Supply chain problems: Some people feel like “Christmas is
sitting in the ocean.” What does that say about the true meaning of the season? Is it all
about the gifts? 5) Decorating and shopping: How does getting the chaos out of the way
early help us enjoy the season? 6) Barn doors: Why are people obsessed with barn doors?
Pastor Mary does not have positive memories of barns having grown up on a dairy farm.
They are cold, dark, smelly, and a place for working very hard. 7) How can our church offer
space for hospitality and hope, especially in a pandemic? GriefShare, Blue Christmas, and
Family Promise. What else? Making sure space is offered with hospitality. 8) When Pastor
Mary did a FaceBook poll for help prayers, a high school classmate notes that she is a
recovering atheist. A help prayer saved her from addiction. 9) Each week’s readings will
include one from a prophet and another from a psalm or gospel.
--------------------------------------------------

November 28, 2021: “Making Room” – Hope - Advent 1

Scripture: Jeremiah 33: 14-16 “The Lord’s Wonderful Promise” (CEV)
14
The LORD said: I made a wonderful promise to Israel and Judah, and the days are
coming when I will keep it. 15 I promise that the time will come when I will appoint a king

3

from the family of David, a king who will be honest and rule with justice. 16 In those days
Judah will be safe; Jerusalem will have peace and will be named, “The LORD Gives Justice.”
Scripture: Psalm 25: 4-5 (The Message)
4
Show me how you work, GOD;
School me in your ways.
5
Take me by the hand;

Lead me down the path of truth.
You are my Savior, aren’t you?

Synopsis: We usually associate fasting with Lent, but the Eastern Church observes a “Nativity
Fast” in preparation for the birth of Christ, understanding fasting as a way to “make more
room” for the Holy and sift our focus to care of the neighbor. In a time when so many are
suffering the economic consequences of the pandemic, we are invited this year to create
more hope in the world as we learn to reallocate and multiply resources in ways that are
just and right.
Felt need: To set aside holy time - and fast if possible (food, social media, etc.) as a way to
prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus
Visuals:
Hands-on item:
Activity:
Media possibilities:
• Series intro from above (https://lksadzj0.pages.infusionsoft.net/)
Music: You Are Holy/Prince of Peace, Hail to the Lord’s Anointed (UMH 203), O Little Town of
Bethlehem (UMH 230)
“Where children pure and happy
Pray to the blessed Child,
Where misery cries out to thee,
Son of the Mother mild;
Where charity stands watching
And faith holds wide the door,
The dark night wakes, the glory breaks,
And Christmas comes once more.”
Worship Leader:
Children’s Time: Box is empty - waiting, hoping it will be filled. Suggestion: “Wrap” the empty
box in a seasonally decorated plastic bag.
Related children’s story: Not a Box by Antoinette Portis. This charming little book is a
celebration of the creative spirit. With a little imagination, a box can be just about anything.
Discussion points: 1) “O Little Town of Bethlehem” lyrics – Where meek souls will receive him
still, the dear Christ enters in. 2) What does it mean to “do justice”? 3) None of us had heard
of the practice of a Nativity fast, but it makes sense. Like Lent, Advent is a time or
preparation. Do we set aside time to prepare? Many people had more quiet time at home
last year – and may have spent less money. How will we use our time and money this year?
Will we go back to being crazy busy and spend too much? 4) This is an odd time of year.
Christmas music is already playing in the stores as Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christmas
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“stuff” is offered for sale. 5) When have we been welcomed or welcomed someone into our
homes for an extended time? Responses: Foreign study (Booth, Baranowski, Ivanov).
Extended family moving home (Diane T, Booth, Post). Taking in an Afghan family formerly
working with the US Air Force (extended Booth family). 6) What do we have to do to make
room? Responses: Decorate - Clark Griswold (the ultimate holiday guy) from Christmas
Vacation. Refocus on Jesus, the real meaning of Christmas – Vicki. Manage our expectations
of the “perfect” Christmas – Karen Post listening to Jim say, “it will all work out.” Accept
that things change. 7) How can we give up on the ideal of a “perfect” Christmas? We know
reality is very messy. Some kids don’t know where they are going to sleep each night. That
sounds a whole lot like the original Christmas story. 8) Madonna Borgerding was so ecstatic
when a sleeping bag and duffel bag were donated to MAP’s Clothing Closet. Both were
given to someone right away who was very happy. He probably did not have a home.
Related activity: In addition to the MAP angel tree, write the names of gently used items
that MAP’s Clothing Closet needs, like sleeping bags, blankets, warm clothing (freshly
laundered). 9) Ed helped serve breakfast at a rescue mission in Battle Creek while he was
living in Marshall. Are there similar opportunities in Muskegon? May with First
Congregational Church downtown? His Marshall church has a community dinner once a
month. 10) MAP Supper House is back to serving meal on site.
--------------------------------------------------

December 5, 2021: “A Place at the Table” - Peace - Advent 2
Scripture: Baruch 5: 1-5 (Common English Bible)
Baruch is an
5 Take off your mourning clothes and oppression, Jerusalem!
apocryphal book.
Dress yourself in the dignity of God’s glory forever.
2
Pastor Mary may
Wrap the justice that comes from God around yourself like a robe.
Place the eternal one’s glory on your head like a crown.
just refer to it and
3
God will show your brilliance everywhere under heaven.
use a different
4
God will give you this name by which to be called forever:
reading from the
The Peace That Comes from Justice,
lectionary this week.
The Honor That Comes from Reverence for God!
5
Get up, Jerusalem! Stand on the high place, and look around to the east!
See your children gathered from the west to the east
by the holy one’s word, as they rejoice that God has remembered them.
Scripture: Philippians 1: 9-11 (Contemporary English Version)
9
I pray that your love will keep on growing and that you will fully know and understand
10
how to make the right choices. Then you will still be pure and innocent when Christ
returns. And until that day, 11 Jesus Christ will keep you busy doing good deeds that bring
glory and praise to God.
NOTE: Alternative readings are Malachi 3: 1-4, Luke 1: 68-79, Luke 3: 1-6
Synopsis: Like the childhood game of “musical chairs,” we are convinced that there are not
enough places at the table. And so, we shrink the guest list just in case there is not enough,
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and we scramble to occupy the chairs first. And yet our sacred texts invite us to imagine and
make real the gathering of all people to the table, robed in the garments of a peace that
comes with justice. This is what really matters – this is the fruit of what is right and good.
Felt need: To trust in God’s abundance and seek peace with justice
Visuals: Table and chair(s)
Hands-on item: Small tables (the little plastic things that keep the cheese from sticking to the
pizza box used to look like tables, but they
Activity: Holy Communion
Media possibility: “The Table.” Length: 1:44. Cost: Free with subscription. Remember that the
table is one of the most sacred places. https://www.playbackmedia.com/minimovies/62535/the-table
Music: For Everyone Born a Place at the Table; People, Look East (UMH 202); Sidewalk
Prophets’ “Come to the Table” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXXxLwxfo0U); It
Came upon the Midnight Clear (UMH 218)
“But with the woes of sin and strife
The world has suffered long;
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled
Two thousand years of wrong;
And man, at war with man, hears not
The love-song, which they bring:
O hush the noise, ye men of strife,
And hear the angels sing!”
Worship Leader:
Children’s Time: Box is a table
Related children’s story: The Mitten: A Ukrainian Folktale Adapted and Illustrated by Jan Brett.
In this classic tale, several animals find a warm place inside a mitten. Even when it seems
crowded, there always seems to be room for more…almost always. A Warm, endearing tale
beautifully illustrated.
Discussion points: 1) Making “a place at the table” is about creating spaces for intimacy.
Hospitality calls for lengthening the table and adding more chairs so everyone has a space
to belong. 2) Pastor Mary remembers worrying about finding a place in the school lunch
room and a time at camp when she arrived late with a friend and there wasn’t any place to
sit together. Not fun! 3) Tables we remember: Communion table. Ping pong table set over
the dining room table to accommodate more guests. Kids’ table at holiday gatherings.
Grandfather sitting at the kids’ table so he could get the whipped topping
(https://www.ispot.tv/ad/wrWP/reddi-wip-kids-table). Looking for your name on place
cards – hoping you will get to sit by someone you would have chosen. Having large buffets
and many tables because family gatherings were so large (Karen P, Jean K) – then feeling
somewhat uncomfortable later at sit-down dinners (Karen P – Dine with Nine was a
challenge at first). 4) What happens in conversations around the table? We’ve had great
conversations and time when things got very uncomfortable. 5) Jim Post is just realizing
how many parallels there are between the Christmas story, book of Exodus, and today.
People were waiting for freedom for hundreds of years. Plagues/pandemic. 6) How do we
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enjoy the season more? Share stuff we have and don’t need. Open our homes. Focus on
giving rather than on receiving. Create goody bags (Jim P) or stuff toiletries in the toes of a
pair of socks (Jean K while at her old church in Grand Rapids) for the homeless.
--------------------------------------------------

December 12, 2021: “How Much Is Enough?” - Joy - Advent 3
Scripture: Isaiah 12: 2-6 (The Message)
2
“Yes, indeed—God is my salvation.
I trust, I won’t be afraid.
GOD—yes GOD!—is my strength and song,
best of all, my salvation!”
3-4
Joyfully you’ll pull up buckets of water
from the wells of salvation.
And as you do it, you’ll say,
“Give thanks to GOD.
Call out his name.
Ask him anything!
Shout to the nations, tell them what he’s done,
spread the news of his great reputation!
5-6
“ Sing praise-songs to GOD. He’s done it all!
Let the whole earth know what he’s done!
Raise the roof! Sing your hearts out, O Zion!
The Greatest lives among you: The Holy of Israel.”

Notice how Jesus
has specific
answers to each
group’s questions.

Scripture: Luke 3: 10-14 (Common English Bible)
10
The crowds asked him, “What then should we do?”
11
He answered, “Whoever has two shirts must share with the one who has none, and
whoever has food must do the same.”
12
Even tax collectors came to be baptized. They said to him, “Teacher, what should we
do?”
13
He replied, “Collect no more than you are authorized to collect.”
14
Soldiers asked, “What about us? What should we do?”
He answered, “Don’t cheat or harass anyone, and be satisfied with your pay.”
Synopsis: As John baptized new converts, he invited them to live with “changed hearts and
lives.” When asked how to do that, his answers all point to making sure no one is cheated or
left without the basic necessities of life, including the right to not be harassed. A full life of
joy, which the prophet Isaiah describes as an ever-flowing spring, is the birthright of all
children of God. May we act to make it so.
Felt need: To examine our hearts and lives - and to share what we have freely
Visuals:
Hands-on item:
Activity: Christmas tree for MAP (see related activity in the middle of page 5)
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Media possibility: “Christmas Miracle.” Length: 4:30. Cost: $20.00. Web license: No. This
touching film encourages us to bless the less fortunate.
https://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/27189/christmas-miracle Comments:
We did not watch this together. It is too long to show in worship knowing we would have to
use the “be right back screen.” It is worth watching for the surprise ending.
Music: You Are My All in All, First Song of Isaiah (FWS 2030), Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty
Gates (UMH 213), What Child Is This (UMH 219)
Why lies He in such mean estate,
where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here
the silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear, shall pierce him through;
the cross be borne for me, for you
Hail, hail, the Word made flesh,
the babe, the son of Mary.
Worship Leader:
Children’s Time: Box is a drum
Related children’s book: The Quiltmaker’s Gift by Jeff Brumbeau, illustrated by Gail de
Marcken. The king has everything, but he isn’t happy. He keeps wanting more. When he
learns about a magical quiltmaker and her wonderful quilts, he wants one. But she won’t
make one for him until he makes gifts of all his other possessions. This is a wonderful story
about knowing when you have enough, and about making room in life for what matters
most.
Discussion points: 1) How do you know if you or a loved one has too much? You need to rent
extra storage space. No one know what to buy for you. 2) Alternates: Choose to donate to a
charity in someone else’s name. 3) It is very hard for someone whose love language is gifts,
to give us shopping for and giving gifts to others. Ivan, Betty, and Karen P. can identify with
this. 4) Betty’s daughter (?) gave each child three gifts last year, something to read,
something to wear, and something to use. 5) Pandemic fashion: Working from home outfits
may pair business shirts with pajama bottoms or sweatpants (aka the body mullet). Plastic
surgery (facelifts, eyelifts) has been on the rise. 6) What have been the most meaningful
gifts you have ever received?
--------------------------------------------------

Mon., Dec. 13, 2021: “Room to Grieve” - Comfort - Blue Christmas

Scripture: John 1: 1-4, 14 “The Life-Light” (The Message)
1 1-2 The Word was first,
came into being without him.
the Word present to God,
What came into existence was Life,
God present to the Word.
and the Life was Light to live by.
The Word was God,
The Life-Light blazed out of the darkness;
in readiness for God from day one.
the darkness couldn’t put it out.
3-5
14
Everything was created through him;
The Word became flesh and blood,
nothing—not one thing!—
and moved into the neighborhood.
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We saw the glory with our own eyes,
the one-of-a-kind glory,
like Father, like Son,

Generous inside and out,
true from start to finish.

Synopsis: We may not consider grief as anything that is holy, but Jesus’ life and ministry witness
to the holiness of God - and the grace that God offers in our full humanity. Jesus came to be
with us in our full humanity, including our grief, and we can offer it honestly to God.
Felt need: To open our hearts and offer God our grief - knowing that the Incarnation means
that God understands grief and cares about it
Visuals: candles and candle ladder
Hands-on item: Ideas from other years: small light 2014, blue star
ornament 2015, blue Linus blanket 2016, blue angel ornament
2017, wood ornament 2019 (right), Christmas to-do list 2019
(below right - not for Blue Christmas)
Activity: lighting candles
Media possibility: “The Light of Christmas.” Length: 1:11. Cost:
$19.99. Web license: Yes. Taken straight from John chapter 1.
https://www.worshiphousemedia.com/minimovies/42286/the-light-of-christmas. There is a 10 min.
video prayer service on this page too.
Music: Held, Worn (by Tenth Avenue North); Good lyrics – “If
We Make It through December” by Merle Haggard; bell tree
– Lora Archer playing, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
Worship Leader:
Use “A Litany for Losses”
Resource: Blue Christmas: Devotions of Light in a Season of
Darkness by Todd Outcalt
https://upperroombooks.com/bluechristmas/
Discussion points: 1) Potential sermon title tag line: God with
Us. 2) Pastor Mary believes this service is just as much for
her own sake as for everyone else’s. December was a very
difficult time of year for her father as he had suffered many losses then. 2) A woman who
attended this service a couple years ago contacted Pastor Mary via FaceBook to find out the
name of the song, “Worn.” She thought is important to pass along to a grieving friend. 3)
John 1 explains what the incarnation means, i.e., coming to the world in the flesh. 4) In 2020
we were not gathering for in-person worship, livestreamed this service, then opened the
sanctuary for prayer and anointing while music played. This year we will be both in-person
and livestreamed. The camera person will need to honor participant’s privacy by focusing
on other sanctuary visuals, a projected image, or video during prayer and anointing. 5)
Common struggles: illness, loss, divorce, grief, joblessness, money trouble, etc.
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--------------------------------------------------

December 19, 2021: “A Room with a View” - Love - Advent 4
Scripture: Micah 5: 2-5a “A Ruler from Bethlehem” (New Living Translation)
2
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
are only a small village among all the people of Judah.
Yet a ruler of Israel,
whose origins are in the distant past,
will come from you on my behalf.
3
The people of Israel will be abandoned to their enemies
until the woman in labor gives birth.
Then at last his fellow countrymen
will return from exile to their own land.
4
And he will stand to lead his flock with the LORD’s strength,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
Then his people will live there undisturbed,
for he will be highly honored around the world.
5
And he will be the source of peace.
Scripture: Luke 1: 46-55 “Mary’s Song of Praise” (Contemporary English Version)
46
Mary said:
to scatter those
With all my heart
who are proud.
52
I praise the Lord,
He drags strong rulers
47
and I am glad
from their thrones
because of God my Savior.
and puts humble people
48
He cares for me,
In places of power.
53
his humble servant.
God gives the hungry
From now on,
good things to eat,
all people will say
and sends the rich away
God has blessed me.
with nothing.
49
54
God All-Powerful has done
He helps his servant Israel
great things for me,
and is always merciful
and his name is holy.
to his people.
50
55
He always shows mercy
The Lord made this promise
to everyone
to our ancestors,
who worships him.
to Abraham and his family
51
The Lord has used
forever!
his powerful arm
Synopsis: This has been an Advent season of prophets: Jeremiah, Baruch, Isaiah, Micah. And
now the prophet is Mary – the woman who was the original house for the holy. (The Greek
word is theotokos or “God-bearer.”) She was “the inn,” her womb gestating love for the
world. With all her heart, she proclaims that the lowly are lifted, the hungry are fed, mercy
reigns. Like Mary, we must envision, must see, must prophesy and act on that vision for the
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world that God continues to call us to co-create. What is the view from the room that God
has prepared?
Felt need: To see ourselves as those who bear Christ to the world and work to help the most
vulnerable
Visuals:
Hands-on item:
Activity:
Media possibilities:
• “First Christmas: Mary.” Length: 3:37. Cost: $16.99. Web license: Yes. Watch as Mary
discovers that Christ really will change everything. https://skitguys.com/videos/firstchristmas-mary Comments: We really like this. Use it.
• “Mary’s Song.” Length: 1:41. Cost: Free with subscription. Web license: Yes. Visual liturgy.
https://www.playbackmedia.com/mini-movies/79874/marys-song-magnify-christmasversion
• “Magnify.” Length: 1:29. Cost: Free with subscription. Web license: Yes. Visual liturgy.
https://www.playbackmedia.com/mini-movies/78826/magnify
Music: Ancient of Days, My Soul Gives Glory to My God (UMH 198), O Come, All Ye Faithful
(UMH 234)
Child, for us sinners
poor and in the manger,
Fain we embrace thee, with awe and love:
Who would not love thee,
loving us so dearly?
O come, let us adore him…
Worship Leader:
NOTE: We host Family Promise on Dec. 19-26
Children’s Time: Box is a crib
Related children’s book: The Give-Away by Ray Buckley. Ray Buckley is an author-illustrator of
Lakota/Tlingit/Scots descent. This original story shows the creatures of the forest as they
come to terms with the fact that people – the “Two-leggeds” have lost a sense of who they
are. They want more than they need and make others feels small so they can feel big. Each
want to give away something of themselves to help the Two-leggeds find wholeness. And
then the Creator appears. The ideas in this picture book are picture book in this book are
profound and will especially resonate with older children.
Discussion points: 1) Depending on who heard it, Mary’s song in Luke could have gotten her in
deep trouble with the authorities. It is not surprising that Mary and Joseph later went to
Egypt. 2) Did Mary visit Elizabeth to get away from gossip? Or was it the same sort of
arrangement where families would send their pregnant daughters away until after they had
given birth? 3) What does it mean to bear Christ to the world (see theotokos at the top of
page 11)? Mary carried a great weight knowing who her son would be. 4) What questions
might we have for Mary and Joseph? Responses: What’s up? How did you (Mary) make it
through this whole experience? The angel’s surprise announcement? The gossip and stares?
11

Telling Joseph what had happened? The long trip to Bethlehem? Was Jesus ever naughty as
a child? Did people treat Joseph as poorly as they did Mary? 5) Jesus must have had firsthand experience watching how people treated his mother. Did that influence his interaction
with the woman at the well? 6) Jimmy Epplett posed this question to his high school kids:
Would you have believed a high school friend if she said she was pregnant with the son of
God? 7) What is the most challenging part of the nativity story? Responses: The rocky path
to Bethlehem. The time element – it took so long to get from one place to another and the
kings (wisemen) didn’t actually arrive until years later. Mary and Elizabeth are really the
only two who understood that the baby Jesus would be Lord.
-------------------------------------------------NOTE: Dec. 22 & 23 are only ideas to consider. Nothing is confirmed yet.

Wed., December 22, 2021: “Room to Pray” - Prayer Service at 7:00 p.m.
This may be a modified version of our usual monthly prayer service, including music by Michael
or Mary. It would not be livestreamed.

Thursday, December 23, 2021: Christmas Eve EVE
Do we want to offer a shorter service of lessons and carols for those who might not be able to
attend on Christmas Eve night - and that could be livestreamed? Pastor Mary is in discussion
with Michael and Mary to see who might be available.
Discussion points: We understand that people may have family obligations on Christmas Eve. Is
this one too many services for Pastor Mary, our musicians and other volunteers to undertake?
--------------------------------------------------

Friday, December 24, 2021: “The Inn” - Christmas Eve - 7:00 p.m.
Scripture: Isaiah 9: 2-7 (The Message)
2-7
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light.
For those who lived in a land of deep
shadows—
light! sunbursts of light!
You repopulated the nation,
you expanded its joy.
Oh, they’re so glad in your presence!
Festival joy!
The joy of a great celebration,
sharing rich gifts and warm greetings.
The abuse of oppressors and cruelty of
tyrants—
all their whips and clubs and curses—
Is gone, done away with, a deliverance

as surprising and sudden as Gideon’s old
victory over Midian.
The boots of all those invading troops,
along with their shirts soaked with
innocent blood,
Will be piled in a heap and burned,
a fire that will burn for days!
For a child has been born—for us!
the gift of a son—for us!
He’ll take over
the running of the world.
His names will be: Amazing Counselor,
Strong God,
Eternal Father,
Prince of Wholeness.
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His ruling authority will grow,
and there’ll be no limits to the
wholeness he brings.
He’ll rule from the historic David throne
over that promised kingdom.
He’ll put that kingdom on a firm footing

and keep it going
With fair dealing and right living,
beginning now and lasting always.
The zeal of GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies
will do all this.

Scripture: Luke 2: 1-7 (8-20) “The Birth of Jesus” (Contemporary English Version)
2 About that time Emperor Augustus gave orders for the names of all the people to be
listed in record books. 2 These first records were made when Quirinius was governor of Syria.
3
Everyone had to go to their own hometown to be listed. 4 So Joseph had to leave
Nazareth in Galilee and go to Bethlehem in Judea. Long ago Bethlehem had been King
David’s hometown, and Joseph went there because he was from David’s family.
5
Mary was engaged to Joseph and traveled with him to Bethlehem. She was soon going
to have a baby, 6 and while they were there, 7 she gave birth to her first-born son. She
dressed him in baby clothes and laid him on a bed of hay, because there was no room for
them in the inn.
Synopsis: The Inn is now open for business. The long-awaited Messiah has been born and on
him the light shines. We have only to open the doors of our lives and to say “welcome.” Our
Advent journey has led us to this moment when the light shining through a closed door
becomes one opened to new possibilities, new relationships. What a poignant moment for
us this year as the light – the hope, peace joy, and love – multiples from one illuminated
heart and hand to another.
Felt need: To welcome Jesus (again or for the first time) and allow him to help us be more
hospitable in our daily lives
Visuals:
Hands-on item:
Activity: ABCs of Christmas – The Education Team will pre-record their program and release it
on Christmas Eve. Candle lighting
Media possibilities:
• “First Christmas: Inn Keeper.” Length: 2:21. Cost: $16.99. Web license: Yes. Watch as the Inn
Keeper comes to realize why his mother always told him to make room.
https://skitguys.com/videos/first-christmas-innkeeper Could also be used on December 5.
Comments: Betty scale 5/5. Favorite lines: Joseph’s single word, “Please,” spoken to the
innkeeper. The innkeepers description of his 5 year-old self asking about the extra plate at
the table and his mother’s response: You never know who God may bring your way.
• “Christmas in 50 Words.” Length: 2:11. Cost: $20.00. Web license: Yes.
https://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/27864/christmas-in-50-words
Comments: Profound. Totally different that the innkeeper video. Will visitors, especially
people unfamiliar with the Christmas Story, struggle with the wording? If this were the only
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explanation, that might be a problem; the rest of the service will help “fill in missing
details.”
Music: Joy to the World (UMH 246), Silent Night (UMH 239)
Worship Leader:
Children’s Time: Box is a fort and stable
Related children’s book: Room for a Little One by Martin Waddell, illustrated by Jason
Cockcroft. This is a reimagining of the birth story from the animals’ perspective. Each animal
seeks a place to stay and rest. All are welcomed with the same invitation – “Come inside.
There’s always room for a little one here.”
Discussion points:
NOTE: Do we want to offer candle lighting outside at 10:00 p.m.? Yes. Last year’s service was
beautiful. About 75 people attended.
--------------------------------------------------

December 26, 2021: “Dwelling” - Sunday after Christmas - 10:00 a.m.

Scripture: Colossians 3: 12-17 (New International Version)
12
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive
one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
14
And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
15
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were
called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you
teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from
the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
him.
Scripture: Luke 2: 41-52 “The Boy Jesus in the Temple” (Contemporary English Version)
41
Every year Jesus' parents went to Jerusalem for Passover. 42 And when Jesus was twelve
years old, they all went there as usual for the celebration. 43 After Passover his parents left,
but they did not know that Jesus had stayed on in the city. 44 They thought he was traveling
with some other people, and they went a whole day before they started looking for him.
45
When they could not find him with their relatives and friends, they went back to Jerusalem
and started looking for him there.
46
Three days later they found Jesus sitting in the temple, listening to the teachers and
asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was surprised at how much he knew and
at the answers he gave.
48
When his parents found him, they were amazed. His mother said, “Son, why have you
done this to us? Your father and I have been very worried, and we have been searching for
you!”
49
Jesus answered, “Why did you have to look for me? Didn’t you know that I would be in
my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he meant.
51
Jesus went back to Nazareth with his parents and obeyed them. His mother kept on
thinking about all that had happened.
14
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Jesus became wise, and he grew strong. God was pleased with him and so were the
people.
Synopsis: Developed in the 14th century, the word “dwell” became known as a “lingering” or
“abiding.” It had connections to “In-habit” – another word developed at that time. After an
Advent/Christmas season of focusing on housing the holy, how will we linger and abide in
this habit of hospitality? What habits did you invite into your heart in this season that you
desire to take with you into the new year? How might we sustain the dwelling places that
feed, house, clothe those who need it most?
Felt need: To open ourselves to new opportunities for hospitality personally and as a
congregation
These habits of hospitality should
Visuals:
linger in our lives both personally and
Hands-on item:
as a congregation.
Activity: Include a witness from Family Promise hosting?
Media possibilities:
Music: Ubi Caritas (FWS 2179), Go Tell It on the Mountain (UMH 251); Good Christian Friends,
Rejoice (UMH 224)
“In sweet jubilation
Now sing and be joyful!
The joy of our hearts
Lies in a manger
And shines like the sun
In the lap of his mother
Alpha and Omega (beginning and end)!”
Worship Leader:
Children’s Time: Boxing Day - collect donated toys in box. Note: Adults are welcome to
participate too. That is one good thing about moving; you get to sort things out and get rid
of stuff that is no longer used.
Related children’s book: If the World Were a Village by David J. Smith, illustrated by Shelagh
Armstrong. This nonfiction book takes many of the overwhelming statistics about the
people on our planet and imagines it all as a village of 100 people. It does an outstanding
job of making abstract concepts more concrete, such as how many people have access to
clean drinking water and how many people live with food insecurity. It reminds us that
there truly is enough for everyone… if we share. Note: We may have a video version of the
story.
Discussion points: 1) The Colossians passage speaks to the fruit of the spirit. 2) We find it
somewhat surprising that Jesus’ parents didn’t start worrying about Jesus being lost for a
couple of days. They must have trusted that their community would take care of their son.
This passage also speaks to God being very real (verse 49). 3) Ana Ivanov needed to write
about belonging in her college application essay. She described what is means to be a
pastor’s kid – being able to play in the nursery, finding the secret passageways in each
church, and learning that her church family is there for her family. Community is everything.
3) It is important to be connected to other people.
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