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Last weekend, my kids and I met my mom at the Arby’s off of the Portland exit. 
We sat distanced on a grassy area by the parking lot and enjoyed lunch in the sunshine. 
She pulled in just as I was paying at the drive-thru and yelled from her window, “Do you 
have coupons?” My immediate response was, “Whose daughter am I?” Yes, I had 
coupons.  

I learned my love of coupons and getting a good deal from her. She was a big 
refunder when I was growing up. She clipped UPC codes and sent in rebates.  t was a 
side business for her and a blessing to our family. 

I’ve thought about that exchange at the drive-thru a lot this week as we enter 
this Advent season. I’m as unique as anyone else, but I can see both of my parents in 
myself sometimes. I’ve taken on traits from both of them, and I find myself surprised by 
it sometimes – a certain phrase I say, a certain look I give, or a certain tone of voice I 
use. Maybe you’ve experienced that yourself. I see it now in my own kids, too. 

During this season, we’re focusing the Incarnation – a central tenet of Christian 
faith. To break it down, think of the word itself – IN-CARNE – in the flesh. The 
Incarnation is that glorious mystery that we claim – that Jesus is God fully revealed to 
us. Jesus isn’t simply like God. Jesus is God. It’s different than how we carry on family 
traits in how we’re like our family; the Incarnation is a powerful proclamation about 
who God is and what God is like. And this Advent season calls us to consider what it all 
means – who Jesus is, why he came, and why it matters to us.  

So over the next few weeks, we’re calling Jesus names (in a good way) – 
considering some of the many names and titles we use to describe him. We sing them 
throughout the season, but do we understand them? Do we get why they’re significant?   

We’ll be reading from the beginning of the Gospels, especially Matthew and Luke 
who give us a lot of background. They remind us that the people were waiting – and had 
been waiting for hundreds of years for God’s Promised One to come and rule and reign 
over the earth.   

Today we start with the royal titles: King, Messiah, Christ. They are all connected, 
which is why we put them together. They speak to Jesus’ identity and role. Messiah 
comes from the Hebrew word. Christ comes from the Greek word. Both mean “Anointed 
One” – someone set apart for God’s purposes.   
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And a king was usually anointed with oil by a priest – set apart as God’s earthly 
ruler. Even today, some traditions use anointing with oil as a sign of God’s presence. I 
use oil to anoint people during healing prayer as a reminder that God is with them – and 
sometimes during the final days and hours of earthly life as a reminder of God’s care.    

I’ve become a fan of the series The Crown, a fictionalized account of Queen 
Elizabeth II. It’s full of intrigue and drama – and some of the stories are familiar. The 
account of the queen’s coronation in 1953 was interesting and alluded to her anointing 
with oil by the archbishop. The relationship between the queen and the Prime Minister 
and Parliament is fascinating. Most interesting to me is the reverence that people have 
for the monarchy and the queen herself – and how invested they continue to be in the 
lives of the royals! You only have to look at the supermarket magazines to know that 
people continue to care deeply about what’s going on!   

It’s different in the U.S. when it comes to our structure, but we’re in the throes of 
an election and its outcome. Just a few weeks ago, we elected a president after months 
of campaigning and literally billions of dollars spent. We heard about visions for our 
country, solutions to problems, plans and policies. No doubt we’ve thought about 
leadership, authority, and what it means for someone to be “in charge.” We’d do well to 
remember that we elect a president, but we follow Jesus Christ – the Anointed One of 
God. We serve Jesus - King of Kings. No matter who is president, Jesus is King.  

Pastor Adam Hamilton writes, “While our politics have divided us, Advent should 
bring us together, uniting us around the newborn King and his life, message, ministry, 
death and resurrection.” I appreciate Hamilton’s hopeful word, and I pray for us to focus 
intentionally on what it means that God comes to us and among us in Jesus – and how 
Jesus affects us our daily lives – our choices, our decisions, our words, our actions, our 
everything.      

We heard the prophet Micah speaking God’s promise of a ruler and shepherd 
from Bethlehem who would care for the people and offer security and peace. A 
geographical note: Bethlehem is near Jerusalem - roughly six miles away – probably a 
place of mostly working-class people who served the needs of the people in Jerusalem.   

But Bethlehem also had history. Rachel, of Jacob and Rachel, was buried near 
Bethlehem. Ruth and Naomi go to Bethlehem when they leave Moab. And when people 
thought of Bethlehem, they thought of King David – the most beloved and revered king 
who had established Israel as a powerful nation. For years they hoped and prayed for 
the Messiah who would come from the line of David as the prophets promised.   

And hundreds of years later Matthew makes sure that his readers understand 
that Jesus is Messiah and shows the connection between Jesus and the patriarchs – 
starting from Abraham and tracing it all the way to Joseph, Jesus’ earthly father, from 
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Bethlehem. And don’t discount the women who are mentioned in Jesus’ genealogy: 
Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Jesus’ mother, Mary. 42 generations! 
 The Messiah was long-expected and long-awaited. The people had been 
waiting for hundreds of years – waiting and hoping and waiting and hoping – leaning of 
the promises of God to send the Anointed One who would bring salvation to the people. 
I don’t mind telling you that I don’t wait well. I’m not that patient. And what a year this 
has been to wait!   
 Matthew tells it plainly: how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about. And he 
focuses on Joseph’s side of the story. Jesus fulfills what has been said to God’s people 
from the beginning, yet he doesn’t come as people expect. He’s a descendant of David, 
born in Bethlehem, who cares for the people – feeding them and healing them. But he 
doesn’t come with an army for war. He doesn’t have wealth, power, or status. He 
clashes with religious leaders constantly and is always on the wrong side of people in 
power.   
 Jesus is a heavenly king, not an earthly king. His power comes from God. He 
calls us to love God and love neighbor and even love our enemy. He hangs out with the 
outcast, poor, and powerless. He models care for the hungry, thirsty, the stranger, 
naked, sick, and the prisoner. He shows the power of humility, the strength of 
vulnerability, and the ultimate cost of sacrificial love. He speaks truth to power and calls 
out religious arrogance and hypocrisy.   
 He doesn’t promise ease, but instead calls for denying self and thinking of 
others first. And what a time it’s been to focus on the needs of others in the midst of 
this pandemic year! He’s anointed by women who honor him as Messiah – one 
anointing his feet with her hair.  Victory comes by way of resurrection after death on a 
cross when Roman soldiers call him “King of the Jews.”   
 Yes, he is King, but not the King they anticipated. Jesus offers life and hope for 
our brokenness. It’s because of Jesus that we can dare to look around us and say that 
there is hope—that peace can prevail even as we wait, too. Lots of people started 
decorating for this season way before Thanksgiving. I saw a few posts that said, “Don’t 
judge me, but I need this right now.” The song seems especially true this year: We need 
a little Christmas right this very minute! I don’t deny the desire for the hope that the 
spirit of the season offers, but what we need is a lot of Jesus – to rule and reign in our 
hearts and keep us grounded in God’s grace and growing in God’s love. 

We’re in that time between Jesus’ resurrection and Jesus’ coming again to judge 
the earth. We pray “Your Kingdom come,” and we follow Jesus the King and seek to be a 
force for his Kingdom here and now. Jesus’ Kingdom isn’t always what we expect. Jesus’ 
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Kingdom isn’t always what we want to follow. Jesus’ Kingdom isn’t easy.  t isn’t safe. But 
we can be sure that following Jesus brings us hope and salvation. 

“Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” This is a 
prayer offered by loving subjects to a loving King. When we pray that, it’s not passive. 
We’re don’t sit around, or look around and not respond. “Your Kingdom come” is a 
prayer that calls us to participate in the Kingdom as we follow the King of Kings. 

S.M. Lockridge (Shadrach Meshach Lockridge) was a Baptist pastor for over 40 
years in California and a well-known preacher. I invite us to hear a portion of one of his 
sermons titled “That’s My King” MEDIA 
 I’ve listened to that at least five times over the last few weeks, and I’m always 
struck by a different phrase or description. But what struck me most – what challenged 
me most – was Lockridge’s question: do you know him? That’s the right question.    

That question led me to another question that we sometimes struggle with: do 
you know about him? I may think I know a lot about Jesus. I could tell you a lot about 
him, but that’s much less important than knowing him – having a relationship with him, 
depending on him, trusting in him, living for him, believing he is the Incarnation of God, 
and following him.   

Jesus’ greatness goes far beyond what we can measure with our minds. Jesus 
doesn’t have power and authority like we strive for – being the best, making the most 
money, or having control. Jesus’ power and authority are given by God, and we’re 
invited to follow him and become more like him as we witness how he models the best 
of humanity. 
  I pray that we know Jesus as King. I pray that we seek to be a force for the 
Kingdom of God every day in every way. I pray that we have hope for what God is doing 
in Jesus and in us.  Friends, the King is coming. The Kingdom of God is here. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 


