
  

   

 1 

“Habakkuk – Waiting on God’s Time” 
August 9, 2020 
Old School: Prophets Series – Live stream 
 

The Minor Prophets are already the least known and least preached parts of 
Scripture. Even among them, Habakkuk is far down the list of who we’ve heard of out of 
these last twelve books of the Old Testament. Throughout the past few weeks, we’ve 
lifted up the role of the biblical prophets: they are truth-tellers – usually speaking truth 
to power and sometimes sharing what God wants from God’s people. 

Habakkuk is a bit different, though. He’s speaking truth to power, but that power 
is God! Right at the beginning, we hear his complaint to God. And perhaps we’ve asked 
the same questions Habakkuk asks: How long, O Lord? Maybe you’ve never looked too 
closely at Habakkuk, but we’ve probably said similar things when we’ve turned on the 
news: Violence and destruction are all around me! Why are you letting this happen?   

We struggle with the goodness of God when we’re up against the reality of 
suffering. Asking “why?” or “how long, O Lord?” isn’t new. Habakkuk stands in line with 
the likes of Job and the psalmists and anyone else who has ever wondered why evil 
seems to win. We may step back wondering how and why Habakkuk is so bold, but he’s 
not alone. Scripture is full of people who ask questions, bring complaints, and offer 
laments to God - these prayerful moments of grief and distress.   

And yet I still hear people struggle to be honest with God - as if God can’t take it 
or won’t receive it, as if we’ll offend God by pouring out the prayers of our hearts, 
including the big questions about why bad things happen. Sometimes we think faithful 
people don’t talk like this, but Habakkuk shows us differently. We can share our hearts 
with God - all of it.   

And here’s the thing - offering a lament like Habakkuk is a faithful act because we 
have to assume that we’re talking to Someone (capital S) and that Someone (capital S) is 
actually listening! Scripture is full of people who held to faith in the midst of suffering. 
And many times, that looks exactly like Habakkuk - praying, lamenting, crying out, being 
honest, struggling to understand why things are the way they are (and knowing that we 
may not get an answer anytime soon - or ever!). But the relationship born from asking 
the questions and staying in touch with God is meaningful. 

Habakkuk keeps talking and waiting and talking and waiting because he believes 
God will answer! He even sets himself up on a watchtower and says he’ll wait for God to 
answer. Perhaps it feels like this: SHOW SLIDE -  Skeleton w/ music   

And God does respond with the promise that the evil and corruption will not 
endure forever. Habakkuk’s honest prayer leads him to a place of hope that’s not based 
on what he sees right now, but instead on God who will overcome evil. 

God isn’t ignoring what’s going on, even though the people have suffered 
terribly. Babylon was going to conquer Judah, and Judah would fall. Babylon had already 
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conquered Nineveh (the capital of the Assyrian Empire) and Egypt. They were mighty 
and powerful, and they would win. But that wouldn’t be the end. God promises that 
their destructive ways will not stand. Pride and self-serving attitudes won’t win the day. 

Even so, waiting is hard. SHOW SLIDE - Spanky drumming fingers. There’s a 
temptation to lose faith when we feel overtaken by what’s going on around us. Whether 
it’s the wider reality of violence or injustice or the more narrow view of our own 
difficulties, we can quickly assume that God doesn’t care or has left us alone. We don’t 
do well with having to wait for much, and that makes some of the questions of faith 
hard to handle.     

Habakkuk was waiting for God to act. He felt like God wasn’t paying attention to 
what the people were going through, and that was hard. It’s hard to feel like God 
doesn’t care. It’s hard to feel like God has abandoned us. It’s hard to feel like God is 
letting evil win - or letting evil triumph. In the true words of Tom Petty, “the waiting is 
the hardest part.” It may look and feel like this:  SHOW SLIDE - Man against wall.   

And though Habakkuk’s situation may be different than what we face, we know 
waiting - especially right now.  Waiting… 

For an end to this time of being apart (so we can gather together) 
For news about school and fall plans 
For justice to be done for those who have died because of violence and brutality  
For work and new opportunities 
For grief to subside 
For answers to health concerns 
For relief from pain and illness 
For better news - or simply some good news 

Do you remember back a few months ago when we were waiting for toilet paper 
to be stocked? For many of us, it was unthinkable that we’d have to wait for something 
so basic. We want it now, and we won’t be happy until we get it - perhaps even stocking 
up with much more than we actually need! And yet there are people who wait for basics 
every day and endure things we can’t imagine.   

Habakkuk shares his feelings of frustration, powerlessness, and confusion with 
God. And he’s honest. We can relate in this time when so much has changed, when 
everything feels strange, when somehow it’s August already and it feels like time has 
both stood still and raced along - all at the same time! Our circumstances are different 
than Habakkuk, but we get that struggle of waiting on God’s time instead of demanding 
our own timetable.    

We don’t wait well. Most of us don’t do well waiting in a line at the store! We 
want the fastest way to get from one place to another. We want the fastest technology. 
Some of us may want a fast car. We want the most efficient, best, easiest, quickest - 
whatever is it. So Habakkuk’s encounter with God is a challenge!   
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In the midst of the back-and-forth prayer and response that Habakkuk and God 
share, God offers a powerful word: The righteous shall live by faith. Paul uses this same 
phrase in his letters to the early church, and it becomes a guiding word for Martin 
Luther in the Reformation. Habakkuk isn’t concerned about how we’re made righteous, 
but how we face evil with faith. It’s a call to the people to trust in God’s care for them 
and God’s work in the world.   

For Habakkuk, asking more questions of God brings him into closer connection 
with God even as he shares his struggles. That may seem counter-intuitive, but our 
questions - our honesty - can bring us closer to God even when we don’t receive 
answers because we learn to trust in God’s timing rather than demanding our agenda. 
Rather than running away or turning away when things are going wrong, we can run to 
God. 

It’s when Habakkuk stands and waits that he receives an answer. It’s when he 
waits that he hears the promise that God is still at work. It’s when he keeps in 
communication with God that God tells him to write a vision big enough so a runner 
going by can read it. Think of it in our current terms - a huge billboard so that no one will 
miss it or a text alert that would go to every phone everywhere! It’s God’s vision - that 
ultimately God is in control and will bring justice.   

And just as it’s been clear with the other prophets, that doesn’t mean passively 
waiting for something to happen. Waiting on God is an active waiting. Continue to live 
our faith. Continue to act on our faith and trust in God who saves and who empowers us 
to work. Continue to look beyond what’s right in front of us - take a broader view and 
catch God’s vision for the Kingdom coming with justice, kindness, humility, and 
love…Thy Kingdom come…thy will be done…on earth as it is in heaven… 

This week, I was blessed by the words of a colleague who challenged me to 
remember that God is at work even when it’s difficult to see. I was in a group of fellow 
pastors sharing our prayers, and one of my friends reminded me that even in our 
struggles, God is working and calling us to keep going, trusting, and serving. It was a God 
moment for me. 

Perhaps we can join Habakkuk in his song of hope – not because it’s easy, but 
because it’s where God calls us to land - the righteous shall live by faith - faith in a God 
who saves: 

17 Though the fig tree doesn’t bloom, and there’s no produce on the vine; though the 
olive crop withers, and the fields don’t provide food; though the sheep are cut off 
from the pen, and there are no cattle in the stalls; 18I will rejoice in the Lord. I will 
rejoice in the God of my deliverance. 19 The Lord God is my strength.  

Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
PRAYERS of the PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER  


