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LHUMC Worship Planning Retreat
Meeting Preparation
Friday, Sept. 6 from noon – 8:00 pm

Saturday, Sept. 7 from 8:00 am – 1:30 pm
Sunset Celebrations Event Center
Last updated 8/26/19
Yearlong Theme
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

· 2019: Love God and love neighbor.

· 2018: HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and LOVE are found in Jesus alone.

· What do we need to focus on in worship for the next year to accomplish our mission? 

· How do we make it known to our members? Hallway art? Hands-on item? 

· How does the theme encourage spiritual formation and help us carry out our mission?

· Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations/Living: radical hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and service, and extravagant generosity.

Possible 2020 Theme: 20/20 Vision
Related ideas:
· Envision

· Peripheral Vision

· Near-sighted/Far-sighted

· Hindsight

· Focus

· Foresight

· Hindsight

· Tunnel vision

· Gun sight  - to hit the mark; sin is missing the mark

· Double Vision

· Hagar: The God Who Sees
· Viewing the world through different lenses – politics, faith, gender, race, etc.
· The Big Picture
Related images: Big glasses, eye chart
Spoken Needs
What are people saying that they need? As you think about the conversations you’ve had with people both within and outside of your church, remember the struggles, challenges, curiosities, and desires that both church members and neighbors have expressed.

· Grief: Netflix movies. Hard and holy moments at the bedside of a loved one who is dying. The “thin place.” Support, especially when spouses /children die very young. How can one comfort a woman raised without faith who lost a baby?
· News: Unless we are careful consumers, the total amount of news and its negativity, can overwhelm us. Election year craziness will likely make it worse – lots of finger pointing, talk of morality and ethics, etc. Attacks on religious freedom.
· Tony Awards: Some of the acceptance speeches included gratitude for being able to find a positive way of looking at the world through the arts. That would also include concerts, movies, paintings, sculpture, literature, etc. Related topics: Escapism vs. self-care. Happily ever after. Looking forward to an event. 

· Money/wealth: 
· Lottery (learning to scam the system). 
· How do people with limit income take advantage of the arts, help, etc.? 
· Uneven distribution of wealth, even in our congregation. Generational poverty. Generational lack of education. 
· Budgeting. Use of credit. Personal finances. Is there a congregational series from Dave Ramsey on finances?
· Destructive behavior: Addiction, domestic abuse, suicide (9/12/19 WSJ article – “Is God the Answer to the Suicide Epidemic?”), cutting
· Break down of the family. Television: So many families are portrayed as being super dysfunctional. Could we learn anything from old shows? Where are our family values? Happy endings?
· Why do nice people seem to have so many problems/issues in life? Why do bad things happen to good people?
· We are told to not judge others. Can we judge their actions? At some point we need to decide whether something is good or bad, right? So then, in essence, aren’t we judging?

· Angels, Satan, and demons. I (Lynne) used to dismiss Satan as not a true presence in our lives, but not anymore.
· God’s grace and mercy: What are they? Are they different? https://clearlens.org/what-does-the-bible-say-about-grace/ 
· Christian doctrine (Pastor Mary)

· How do we truly follow Jesus?
· Rest/slowing down:
· How should we observe the Sabbath? Does it matter which day of the week we honor it? 

· Distractions. “Put Down Your Phone Before It Ruins Your Life” How might our cell phones distract us from spending time in silence and solitude and really hearing from God? https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=0MC92FNU&utm_source=GodTube%20Must-See%20Video&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=02/13/2018
· Problems associated with aging and declining health:
· Emotional support/loneliness
· Keeping up the house by yourself
· Paying medical bills
· Staying at home versus moving to assisted living
· Fear of falling
· Lack of skilled caregivers
· Finding/rediscovering a purpose in retirement 
· Evangelism: Begins with relationships
· Bringing people to Christ

· What about our own family members who don’t attend church? 
Unspoken Needs

Unspoken needs are the things people aren’t talking about, but they need. You are in the trenches doing ministry. You see needed growth areas before the average church member, and are building relationship with people far from God.
· Religion and social values, especially abortion (https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/9641/christians-in-a-post-roe-v-wade-country?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Christians%20in%20a%20post-Roe%20v%20Wade%20country&utm_campaign=MM%20Newsletter%20050819)  and opioid use.

· Learning to listen to both sides of an issue versus “wearing blinders”

· How do we help each other through life’s rough patches?

· Taking responsibility when things are hard.

· End of life planning
Useful Stuff
Questions to explore:

· Where has Pastor Mary gotten the most “push back” on sensitive topics? Religious extremism. 

· What 2019 series generated the most discussion? Stop It!
· Interactive sermon – however that may occur – on a book that the congregation reads (or listens to)
Articles:
· FUMMWA reflection for week of June 16, 2019: “Week Of Wonder”
· “What’s the Point?” http://www.rethinkchurch.org/articles/questions/whats-the-point?utm_source=compass&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=seekers&utm_content=the%20point06/20/2019&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTXpGaE1UZGhZV015WlRVNSIsInQiOiIxeU5cLzh2c0RMSDhaM1NMTFFHeVZwemp0ekpKOFdwTjhFY21TZ2VcL2cyOGtpRU1MUGZwNzFZYVhEaWNIa0J3UXJ4cFN5U1lSbUg5aFBwKzZ3MlJWTHlodWJzOUE5OVR4TU1xMVU0a09zZUVwTlZVQTJNN3YzY2MrWUpsYjVlamlqIn0%3D  
Play:  “Hamilton”
Comics: 
· “Pickles” on prayer – help, thanks, hello. 
· “Mutts” on magic – living in the present.

Hand-out: List of bible verses to read in different situations (found in Steve Hill’s mother’s bible)
Videos from Journey Box Media: “God Who?” “Clear,” “Look Up, “Vision”
Stray stuff:

· Vacation Bible School: If we know that VBS is going to be the last week in June, can we plan our worship series around it so that we can take advantage of the set?
· Inspirational images and articles https://www.dropbox.com/sh/2e7yvnculwlb493/AABchMnkA5PlO2tZiOyEy4IBa?dl=0
Books:
· Unafraid by Adam Hamilton is a 31 day devotional and “walk” through the Bible.
· The Five Love Languages: The Secret to Love that Lasts by Gary Chapman

· The Gospel According to Dr. Seuss by James Kemp and related series https://storyboardingchurch.wordpress.com/2019/03/25/the-gospel-according-to-dr-seuss/ and “Summer of Seuss” by Rev. Danyelle Ditmer 
· When God Becomes Small by Phil Needham
· A New Kind of Christianity by Brian McLaren examines ten questions that he feels are essential for postmodern Christianity to re-imagine:
1. What is the overarching storyline of the Bible?

2. How should Biblical authority be understood?

3. Is God violent?

4. Who is Jesus and why is he important?

5. What is the Gospel?

6. What do we do about the church?

7. Can we find a way to address human sexuality without fighting about it?

8. Can we find a better way of viewing the future?

9. How should followers of Jesus relate to people of other religions?

10. What do we do now?

Series Ideas

Armed with a lot of perspective on spoken and unspoken needs, start to ask questions like: What Scriptures address these needs? What topical series could address these needs? From which book of the Bible could we teach? What creative series titles or “hooks” could we use?
“Star Words” – an epiphany series (https://pres-outlook.org/2016/01/star-words-a-spiritual-practice-for-epiphany/) 
“The Elephant in the Room”: Something that will take us into General Conference. The United Methodist’s stand on gay issues. What is our response to people who quote the bible regarding homosexuality? If you say you believe in the bible, period, how can you then pick and choose what you believe? I know where I stand, but does that mean I am a “bible picker”? God knew us before we were formed and he doesn’t make mistakes, so what does God expect of me that I don’t already know?
“One Good Thing” – moments of gratitude
“You Asked for It” – answering written questions from the congregation
“We All Have a Story to Tell” – Hearing from members about how they started going to church. What moved them?
“Would You Be My Neighbor?” Review the ways we can in our daily lives make disciples of Jesus Christ with family, friends, and acquaintances that have no faith. Act out examples. Movie tie-in: “A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood” 
 “Pause”
“Harry Potter Meets Jesus” sermon series from Leverington Church in Roxborough, Pennsylvania (see 6/22/19 Grand Haven Tribune article) http://levpres.org/harry-potter-meets-jesus/ and http://levpres.org/harry-potter-really/ 

Marcia McFee’s “Sacred Earth, Sacred Work” https://ny163-145ecc.pages.infusionsoft.net/ 
Prayer: How to pray. The Lord’s Prayer. Larry’s book on prayer

Study one book of the bible in depth. Suggestions: Revelation (how do we read it?), Hebrews, Job, Proverbs (“Parenting through Proverbs from Solomon to Seuss”) https://resources.12stone.com/messages/parenting-through-proverbs) 

Old Testament series:
· “Old School Can Still be Cool”

· “People We Don’t Know Well”

· “The Sacrament of Party” – Somewhere along the way, the church lost the art of inviting people to celebrate. (Deuteronomy – feasts – Passover, Weeks, Booths)
· “Time-Regulated Worship.” Leviticus – Passover, Feast of Unleavened Bread, Feast of First Fruits (spring); Feast of Weeks (summer); Feasts of Trumpets, Atonement, and Tabernacles (end of old year and beginning of new)
· Battles of the Bible
· Armor of God
· “The Original Top Ten List: The Ten Commandments”
Prophesy: Amos, Haggai, Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah, I Corinthians, II Corinthians, Joel, Jonah, Daniel, Matthew 24-25, Ezekiel, Micah, Nahum, Obadiah, Habakkuk, I Peter II Peter, Revelation, I Thessalonians, II Thessalonians, Zechariah, Zephaniah
Fear/Anxiety series:

· “What Keeps You Up at Night?”
· “Know Fear vs. No Fear”: Proverbs 9:10 the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom 

· “Survive or Thrive?”

· “Overwhelmed”: So many of us are overwhelmed by things that keep us from living the life God wants for us.  https://whchurch.org/sermon_series/overwhelmed/ 
God series:

· “Distorted Images of God”

· “What Does God Want from Me?”

· “Children of God”

· “God’s Invisible Agents”: When angels show up.

· “Patience of God.” In this age from high speed internet to fast food we desire and are accustomed to instant gratification, but God is patient.
· “The God Who…Sees, Hears, Knows, Understands, Delivers”; “The God of …His Word, the Howling Wind, Amazing Grace.”
Jesus series:

· “Turning the Tables”: Many of Jesus' words/actions in the New Testament seem violent... and have been used to justify some people's violence. 
· “Names of Jesus”

Bible:
· “Biggest ‘Buts’ of the Bible”
· “Heroes of the Bible: How God Prepares Us to be His Champions”
New Testament series:

· Fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) 
· “Come to the Table”: Foundation and historical views of Communion
Contemporary issues series:

· Character under Construction 
· Youth in America Today: Concluding with the testimony of a teenager
· Loving the Unlovable
· In This Together (TWOTP video – Loving Our Way Forward) 

Seasonal Series Ideas

We also need to identify ideas for specific series that we do every year. For example, we know we will celebrate Advent/Christmas and Lent/Easter every year. We also know that every fall we’ll have a Stewardship Campaign.

ADVENT
“Heaven and Nature Sing! Three Hundred Years of Joy to the World” by Marcia McFee http://worshipdesignstudio.com/files/Scriptures%20and%20synopses%20-%20Joy%20to%20the%20World%20series.pdf 

The stories behind Advent and Christmas hymns
“Away in a Manger” by the Skit Guys. Scripture: Isaiah and Luke. Uses five classic Christmas carols/hymns.   https://skitguys.com/videos/away-in-a-manger?utm_source=Skit+Guys+News&utm_campaign=742a0ad40d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_08_21_01_59&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1f8e8a4026-742a0ad40d-26165634&mc_cid=742a0ad40d&mc_eid=c7d26fab5b 
“What Child Is This?” Christmas series from the Skit Guys https://skitguys.com/videos/what-child-is-this 
“Advent Conspiracy” focuses on giving to others

“The Best Christmas Ever”   

Christmas Uncluttered/Simple Christmas/Love Came Down

“BC – Before Christ: Fulfilled Promises” (Gen. 3:15; Isa. 7:14; Micah 5:2; Jer. 23:5)

“This Changes Everything.” How did Jesus’ birth change Mary, Joseph, the world, and me and my future?
“Pursuing the King” https://www.gracewaymedia.com/products/25980-pursuing-the-king 

“Take Time to Breathe”: http://brentwoodchurch.org/breathe_devotional/ 
· Book: The Greatest Gift: Unwrapping the Full Love Story of Christmas
· Devotional: Good News of Great Joy
Advent: The Arrival. 1) Make Room 2)Planning – Celebration don’t just happen.
Chaos of Christmas: Chaos today at Christmas (and other times of the year too) and around Jesus’ birth

Christmas at the Movies

· Christmas movies bring joy, hope, and laughter

· Sermons – Greatest story ever told through Christmas movie classics

“Home for Christmas” – Nothing brings out the “fun” in dysfunction more than a trip home for Christmas

“Who Is This Jesus?” – Isaiah 9:6-7

Let There Be Joy

“He’s on His Way” – image ( ultrasound of baby with crown on head 

“All I Want for Christmas Is YOU” – John 3:16

Waiting for Jesus

· Gospel stories preceding Jesus’ birth

· Culture that seems to be allergic to the concept of waiting

“Great Expectation.” Topic: Hope. Visuals: Blue/silver/white, outdoorsy look. 

“The Divine Interruption”
· Set ideas: Snow covered trees, park benches, Victorian lamp post

· Color scheme: Blues and purples

· Mary’s Life Interrupted

· Joseph’s Expectations Interrupted

· Bethlehem Interrupted: Jesus’ Arrival

· Shepherd’s Livelihood Interrupted

· Life Interrupted Today: Jesus’ Arrival Still Interrupts Life Today

“It’s a Wonderful Life” – weekly movie clips (very) & short dramas/reflection (despair/hope)

Advent: https://www.pinterest.com/pin/147352219037905033/ 

· “The Peace Jesus Brings” – Luke 2 

· “God’s Protection and Delight” – Zephaniah 3: 14-20 

· “Refining Love of God” – Malachi 3: 1-6

· “Power of Hope” – Hebrews 6: 13-20
“Sock & Underwear” http://www.marionfumc.org/multimedia-category/2013-advent-series/ 

· “Not What You Want, but What You Need”

Gift Exchange? Gift Return? Christmas Is Not Your Birthday by Mike Slaughter http://www.ministrymatters.com/product/978142672735 
“Gifts” http://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/1968/sermon-series-gifts
 “The Voices of Advent” video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MplnfUwy5X8 

LENT

Marcia McFee’s “Listen: Hearing that Still Small Voice and Finding Your Own” https://ny163.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/35118/deede239b4cd4f1d/2150912/6363dd03155de88b 

“A Place at the Table” from Pastor Mary’s pastoral retreat

Twenty-four Hours that Changed the World by Adam Hamilton

When God Becomes Small by Phil Needham

The Living Stone by Ministry Matters  http://www.ministrymatters.com/livingstone/ 
Journey of Stones by Steven Molin https://www.pinterest.com/pin/528328600027404471/ 
“A Prayer for Lent” by Steelhousemedia – Lenten Prayer by St. Ephrem 

“Reflections of Lent” series by the Skit Guys 

Final Week: Life Is Hard, but Grace Is Here

STEWARDSHIP

· “A Wonder-FULL Life” by Marcia McFee. https://d5yvqzsd.pages.infusionsoft.net/?utm_medium=Email&utm_source=Infusionsoft&utm_campaign=Wonder-Full-Life&utm_content=Wonder-Full-Life-Landing-Page
· Resources: The film, “It’s a Wonderful Life,” and the book, Integrating Money and Meaning by Maggie Kulyk. 
· Sermon titles: “Looking Back,” “Looking In,” “Looking Out,” and “Looking with Gratitude.” 
· “Celebrate”: Preaching a Stewardship Series? Throw a Party Instead! (Not a series)
Key:


Ideas in black text are new in 2019.


Ideas in brown text are left from 2018 or 2017 retreats.
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