Worship: Sun., May 24, 2015 at 10 am Pentecost
Last Updated: 5/5/15
“Helped by the Spirit”

Synopsis: When the Holy Spirit comes, it’s not necessarily silent or peaceful – at least it wasn’t at that first Pentecost day. The coming of the Spirit disrupts and sometimes even disturbs us.  But the Spirit also brings transformation, brings us together, and helps us to follow Jesus.  We are empowered by the Spirit and sent forth to serve.   

Felt need: Feel the presence and power of the Holy Spirit
Pentecost, Memorial Day weekend---Could we add red, orange, and yellow flags to the garden?
Visuals: Burning bush candle holder.  Hang the red fabric from the cross off asymmetrically using command strips.  Incorporate doves.  “Tornado” swirls of fabric.  See Lynne’s drawing for more details.
Activities: Ask people to wear red, orange, and yellow clothing. Consecrate the Memorial gifts.
--------------------------------------------------------------------

Scripture: Acts 2:1-21 (NIV)

Reader’s theater/drama
Narrator: 1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 


Dancers and/or children with red, orange, and yellow streamers enter down the aisles and begin to depict the Holy Spirit with swirling movements.  This movement continues through the entire drama. The narrator continues:

2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 

Howling wind sound effect plays as the narrator continues: 

3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

Howling wind sound effect stops.  A recording of people speaking in many languages begins with single voices and continues with overlapping voices saying “Glory to God in the Highest,” for a total time of 15-20 seconds. 


After the recording, the narrator continues and members of the “crowd” stand up within the congregation.
Narrator: 5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: 

Crowd Person 1: Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues! 

Narrator: 12Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, 

Crowd Person 2: What does this mean? 

Narrator: 13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, 

Crowd Person 3: They have had too much wine. 

Members of the crowd sit down as Peter and Joel enter. Joel stands behind Peter.
Narrator: 14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 

Peter: Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 


Joel steps out from behind Peter.
Joel: 17 In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 19 I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. 20 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  Joel, Peter, dancers, and kids exit as voices begin again.  The leaf blowers send flame colored toilet paper or crepe paper streamers over the congregation.
Scripture: Romans 8:22-27 (New Living Translation)
Read by: 
22For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 
23And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering. We, too, wait with eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights as his adopted children, including the new bodies he has promised us. 24We were given this hope when we were saved. (If we already have something, we don’t need to hope for it. 25But if we look forward to something we don’t yet have, we must wait patiently and confidently.)
26And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words. 27And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers in harmony with God’s own will.
Dance: Lisa Jirikovic is available and willing to participate in a liturgical dance, maybe #393 “Spirit of the Living God.”  
Pentecost rap to end the service: Let Michael Boersma know if you or someone you know might like to participate.  Pastor Mary will ask Jimmy.  We will project the words.  What if we did this as a benediction, firing up the leaf blowers after it is over?
--------------------------------------------------------------------

Discussion points: 1) We like the Pentecost rap (and Michael’s sound effects). 2) Begin this service with the scripture reading, probably using several different effects to create a sense of chaos: people running with streamers; wind; rumbling; red balloons, confetti, or toilet paper ($16.99/6 rolls at Amazon)—details at http://www.instructables.com/id/Toilet-Paper-Blower-super-easy/; live or recorded voices in different languages (Croatian, French, Spanish, German, English). 3) We have a Reader’s Theater and Dramatic Reading that offer ideas for scripted movement.  4) Jimmy’s Pentecost cartoon with a cat (Ana).

Pentecost ice cream sundaes: Vanilla ice cream, red strawberry topping, dove chocolate and red hot cinnamon candies.  Lynne will check Piece of Cake to see if they have dove-shaped chocolate molds.
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