All Church Worship Brainstorming Summary
FAITH IN FILMS 2018: Living Life to the Fullest in a New Year

Season of Epiphany
Tuesday, January 2, 2018
Members present: Barb Gripton, Lynne, Richmond, Karen Post, Jean Kelly, Mary Ivanov, Carole Koch, Larry Jorgenson, Diane Thompson, and Karen Booth
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Epiphany is a word derived from the Greek for “manifestation” and is usually used as a reminder that Jesus is God’s revelation for the whole world.  But we also use “epiphany” to describe those moments of deeper understanding and insight – like an “a-ha!” moment.  Though our faith in Jesus Christ is grounded in Scripture, the arts, including literature and films, profoundly influence how we think about and understand God.  

When characters long for something or yearn for something, when they celebrate, all of these moments can be viewed through a lens of prayer even though the character may not address God directly.  (Larsen)  Stories connect to the human experience and help us to grow in our faith.  We’ll look at five films with the overall theme of “living life to the fullest” with a special emphasis on how we find a truly fulfilling life in Christ, who came that we might have life and have it to the fullest (John 10:10).  

Ideas for the series: We didn’t do this last year, but should think about it for 2018.
Send out a survey to our congregation via E-mail and Facebook with the question: 

What is your favorite film?  Why? What’s your goal for the New Year?

Resources:
· Movies Are Prayer: How Films Voice Our Deepest Longings by Josh Larsen. "Movies are our way of telling God what we think about this world and our place in it. . . . Movies can be many things: escapist experiences, historical artifacts, business ventures, and artistic expressions, to name a few. I'd like to suggest that they can also be prayers." https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78Vq6aZeWrM (Might make a good series intro. We didn’t watch this as a group, but it is worth viewing if you haven’t already done so.) https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32284329-movies-are-prayers (This review had broken the prayers into 10 categories and given movie titles and scripture passages to go with each. That information is mission now. FYI: Larsen’s ten categories include movies are prayers of praise, yearning, lament, anger, confession, reconciliation, obedience, meditation & contemplation, joy, and journey.)
· God in the Movies: A Guide for Exploring Four Decades of Film and Finding God in the Movies by Catherine M Barsotti & Robert K. Johnston. 

Scripture possibilities: Overall theme verse is John 10:10 

I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. (NIV)
I came so they can have real and eternal life, more and better life than they ever dreamed of. (MSG)
https://www.openbible.info/topics/living_life_to_the_fullest 

Visuals: We’ll work in the sanctuary on Monday, January 8 at 1:00 pm. See some of Lynne’s ideas on Pinterest at https://www.pinterest.com/lynandlid/action-take-1/. 
· Movie reels (Mary Scott), posters, director’s clapboard
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Popcorn (https://www.pinterest.com/pin/208150814003539818/) and popcorn maker (Mary Scott, Myke’s church, Jack Heethouse). Boxes of candy.

· Tickets

· Marquee (chalkboard with string of 25 globe lights)

· Big display: “Now Showing” and “Coming Attractions”

· Movie countdowns

· Dress as a character from the movies
· Star Wars memorabilia

Publicity: 1) Hand out “ticket” invite on December 17 and 24. 2) “See You on Sunday!” 3) January Harbor Light
Bulletin: Make the cover look like a movie poster or newspaper.
----------------------------------------------------------------

January 14, 2018: “Wonder” (Nov. 2017)
Born with facial differences that, up until now, have prevented him from going to a mainstream school, Auggie becomes the most unlikely of heroes when he enters the local fifth grade. As his family, his new classmates, and the larger community all struggle to discover their compassion and acceptance, Auggie's extraordinary journey will unite them all and prove you can't blend in when you were born to stand out.

Scripture: Psalm 139: 13-16 (new Living Translation)
13You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother’s womb. 14Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it. 15You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark of the womb. 16You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed.

Scripture: Ephesians 4: 17-32 (Contemporary English Version)
17As a follower of the Lord, I order you to stop living like stupid, godless people. 

18Their minds are in the dark, and they are stubborn and ignorant and have missed out on the life that comes from God. They no longer have any feelings about what is right, 19and they are so greedy that they do all kinds of indecent things.

20-21But that isn’t what you were taught about Jesus Christ. He is the truth, and you heard about him and learned about him. 22£ You were told that your foolish desires will destroy you and that you must give up your old way of life with all its bad habits. 23Let the Spirit change your way of thinking 24£ and make you into a new person. You were created to be like God, and so you must please him and be truly holy.

Rules for the New Life
25 We are part of the same body. Stop lying and start telling each other the truth. 26 Don’t get so angry that you sin. Don’t go to bed angry 27and don’t give the devil a chance.

28If you are a thief, quit stealing. Be honest and work hard, so you will have something to give to people in need.

29Stop all your dirty talk. Say the right thing at the right time and help others by what you say.

30Don’t make God’s Spirit sad. The Spirit makes you sure that someday you will be free from your sins.
31Stop being bitter and angry and mad at others. Don’t yell at one another or curse each other or ever be rude. 32 Instead, be kind and merciful, and forgive others, just as God forgave you because of Christ.

Synopsis: “Choose Kind” - It’s easy to mask our true selves and try to be someone we are not, rather than embracing who we are as God’s beloved.  When we can claim God’s love for us, we can find peace and love others for who they are and see God’s gifts in them.  
Felt need: To live honestly and authentically with one another - and to be kind and empathetic

Visuals: Stars, astronaut helmet, snowflakes
Media: film trailer (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ngiK1gQKgK8). Length: 2:10. Free.

Related info: http://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/8622/love-in-a-big-world-wonder 

Background information: https://trailers.apple.com/trailers/lions_gate/wonder/ 

Activities: Use #ChooseKind, write a precept (a principle to live by). Carole Koch will sort through 365 Days of Wonder: Mr. Browne’s Book of Precepts to see if there are some fit with each movie in this series. Question: When could we show some during worship?
Hands-on item: Half sheet of paper with a few precepts from the movie and Bible (especially Proverbs) and space to write one or more. Snowflake – could we each make one?
Music: “Wonder” by Natalie Merchant (this is the song that inspired R.J. Palacio to write Wonder – “Doctors have come from distant cities, just to see me, stand over my bed, disbelieving what they’re seeing. They say I must be one of the wonders of God’s own creation. And as far as they see, they can offer no explanation…”); #560 “Help Us Accept Each Other”; #357 “Just as I Am without One Plea”; “God of Wonder”
Discussion points: 1) Auggie teaches other to be who they should be. 2) Being with kids allows you to be freer than you might be amongst adults. Related story: A three year old Family Promise guest wanted to know what a hula hoop was used for. Her comment was, “You go girl!” after seeing it demonstrated. 3) Kids notice differences, but don’t necessarily respond to them like adults. Ex. #1: Karen Booth’s nephew remarked that a group of teens sitting at a nearby table in the Detroit Zoo looked like his mother’s athletes (she coached Special Olympics). He was only 3 or 4 years old. Ex. #2:  While a parent sobbed through the movie, her daughter did not and couldn’t understand her mother’s tears. The daughter likes friends who are different. The whole story can be found at http://www.nytimes.com/2012/04/08/books/review/wonder-by-r-j-palacio.html. 4) Barb’s experience at the MAISD teaching students who had aged out of the school system: She was dismayed how one particular teacher continued to call students “kids” even though they had been adults for many years. 5) We heard a number of stories about how time has changed our view of “different” people. In retrospect, we know we should have treated them more kindly. Teaching kindness needs to begin at home. 6) There is a tension between recognizing and accepting differences versus making an effort not to notice. Within our congregation there are physical differences and special needs. How do we welcome all and maintain some expectations for acceptable behavior? 7) Lunch table issues: Karen Post’s inclusion class paired up with a regular 3rd grade classroom for many activities so that there were multiple opportunities for natural (rather than forced) interactions and friendships. 8) Russ’ hostess has overcome several physical challenges to work with the public. Jean sees many parallels between the kids in “Wonder” and this hostess and other adults in Wounded Warriors. 9) End of the movie: A teacher poses the question about the right use of strength, a theme that comes up in the rest of the films too. 10) The author was on “20/20” 
Background story from Palacio: Watch the author’s interview at https://twitter.com/ABC2020/status/932702600243265536. 
I was with my two sons one day in front of an ice cream store, and we found ourselves in close proximity to a child with a severe facial difference. My younger son started to cry because he was scared, and I was nervous that his tears might hurt the child's feelings, so I left the scene very quickly and rather abruptly. I realized afterward that I had handled the situation terribly. What I wished I had done was to turn that encounter into a teaching moment for my kids. I wished I had stopped to talk to the child, and shown my own kids there was nothing to be afraid of. It made me wonder what it must be like for that child, facing a world every day that doesn't know how to face you back.

Auggie's just living his life. He can't change the way he looks, so he could either choose to hide from people his whole life, or face them directly, head on, and hope for the best. That's all any of us can do with what we've got, right? Whatever we look like, whatever we have, we just need to accept it and move on. And hope the world is kind.

I hope that kids will come away with the idea that they are noticed: their actions are noted. Maybe not immediately or directly or even in a way that seems obvious, but if they’re mean, someone suffers. If they’re kind, someone benefits. And the choice is theirs: whether to be noticed for being kind or for being mean. They get to choose who they want to be in this world. And it’s not their friends and not their parents who make those choices: it’s them. I also hope parents are gently reminded of the enormous influence they have over their children at that age, and that it’s okay to interfere in their kids’ lives. Their kids may act like they’re not listening, act like they’re big and know all the answers, but they’re still listening. You’ve still got them. Use the time and remind them about the things that are essential. Remind them to be kind to their old friends. Remind them to be polite, to write those thank you notes, to go out of their way to help their friends, to connect to the kids who are struggling socially or academically. I’ve heard parents say it’s hard to ask their kids to reach out or stand up against bullies because of social repercussions, but that’s all nonsense. It’s never okay to not to the right thing.
----------------------------------------------------------------

January 21, 2018: “Star Wars: The Last Jedi” (Dec. 15, 2017)


Having taken her first steps into a larger world in Star Wars: The Force Awakens (2015), Rey continues her epic journey with Finn, Poe, and Luke Skywalker in the next chapter of the saga. 

Scripture: Romans 8 (overall summary with special emphasis on the verses below - CEV)
1If you belong to Christ Jesus, you won’t be punished. 

2The Holy Spirit will give you life that comes from Christ Jesus and will set you free from sin and death. 3The Law of Moses cannot do this, because our selfish desires make the Law weak. But God set you free when he sent his own Son to be like us sinners and to be a sacrifice for our sin. God used Christ’s body to condemn sin. 4He did this, so that we would do what the Law commands by obeying the Spirit instead of our own desires.

5People who are ruled by their desires think only of themselves. Everyone who is ruled by the Holy Spirit thinks about spiritual things. 6If our minds are ruled by our desires, we will die. But if our minds are ruled by the Spirit, we will have life and peace. 7Our desires fight against God, because they do not and cannot obey God’s laws. 8If we follow our desires, we cannot please God.

9You are no longer ruled by your desires, but by God’s Spirit, who lives in you. People who don’t have the Spirit of Christ in them don’t belong to him. 10But Christ lives in you. So you are alive because God has accepted you, even though your bodies must die because of your sins. 11 Yet God raised Jesus to life! God’s Spirit now lives in you, and he will raise you to life by his Spirit.

22We know that all creation is still groaning and is in pain, like a woman about to give birth.

23 The Spirit makes us sure about what we will be in the future. But now we groan silently, while we wait for God to show that we are his children. This means that our bodies will also be set free. 24And this hope is what saves us. But if we already have what we hope for, there is no need to keep on hoping. 25However, we hope for something we have not yet seen, and we patiently wait for it.

26In certain ways we are weak, but the Spirit is here to help us. For example, when we don’t know what to pray for, the Spirit prays for us in ways that cannot be put into words. 27All of our thoughts are known to God. He can understand what is in the mind of the Spirit, as the Spirit prays for God’s people. 28We know that God is always at work for the good of everyone who loves him. They are the ones God has chosen for his purpose, 29and he has always known who his chosen ones would be. He had decided to let them become like his own Son, so that his Son would be the first of many children. 30God then accepted the people he had already decided to choose, and he has shared his glory with them.

God’s Love
31What can we say about all this? If God is on our side, can anyone be against us?  

37In everything we have won more than a victory because of Christ who loves us. 38I am sure that nothing can separate us from God’s love—not life or death, not angels or spirits, not the present or the future, 39and not powers above or powers below. Nothing in all creation can separate us from God’s love for us in Christ Jesus our Lord!
Scripture: Ephesians 6: 10-18 (New Living Translation)
10A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 

11Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. 12For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.

13Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm. 14Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of God’s righteousness. 15For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News so that you will be fully prepared. 16In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. 17Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

18Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. 

Synopsis: “Force Full” - God’s Spirit, like “the force,” is available to us when we put our faith in Jesus, and we have a new sense of life, hope, and power.  God’s power in our lives is evident in how we seek the common good and work for God’s Kingdom here and now.   
Felt need: To claim the power of the Holy Spirit in us and to know that God’s love is constant.
Visuals:

Media: film trailer (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q0CbN8sfihY). Length: 2:34. Free. 

Related info: http://www.textweek.com/movies/star_wars.htm 
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Activities:

Hands-on item: Homemade “I Am One with the Force” sticker
Music: #577 “God of Grace and God of Glory”; #578 “God of Love and God of Power; #2219 “Goodness Is Stronger than Evil”; #206 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
Discussion points: 1) Quote to use as the first line of the message: I need someone to show me my place in all this. 2) Back story: Individual actors didn’t actually know the story line until they saw the finished movie. 3) As always, this Star Wars movie is a classic tale of good versus evil. 4) Rey’s story is about grace, conversion, and her spiritual journey. As a young woman, she goes to Luke. Luke had only seen her raw power once before. He wasn’t scared then, but is now. 5) Rose Tico (to Finn): I saved you, dummy. That's how we're gonna win. Not fighting what we hate, saving what we love. 6) We need a family tree to figure out the relationships between the characters in the many installments of the Star Wars series. The “good guys” are Jedi, members of the Resistance. The “bad guys” belong to the First Order and the Dark Side. 7) The Force Awakens toys are great for everyone ages 6 and up – way up. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYyuo7gm-aQ 8) Would Ken Luckett be willing to dress up? Who could dress up as Rey? 9) Big questions: What do we resist? How do we use power? 10) The Kalamazoo Air Zoo has a display of Star Wars figures dating back to 1977.
----------------------------------------------------------------

January 28, 2018: “Ferdinand the Bull” (Dec. 15, 2017)
Young Ferdinand does not enjoy butting heads with other young bulls, preferring instead to lie under a tree smelling the flowers. His mother is concerned that he might be lonely and tries to persuade him to play with the other calves, but when she sees that Ferdinand is content as he is, she leaves him alone.

When the calves grow up, Ferdinand turns out to be the largest and strongest of the young bulls. All the other bulls dream of being chosen to compete in the bull fight in Madrid, but Ferdinand still prefers smelling the flowers instead. One day, five men come to the pasture to choose a bull for the fights. Ferdinand gets stung after sitting on a bee. Mistaking Ferdinand for a mad and aggressive bull, the men rename him "Ferdinand the Fierce" and take him away to Madrid.

All the beautiful ladies of Madrid turn out to see the handsome matador fight "Ferdinand the Fierce". However, when Ferdinand is led into the ring, he is delighted by the flowers in the ladies' hair and lies down in the middle of the ring to enjoy them, upsetting and disappointing everyone. Ferdinand is then sent back to his pasture, where to this day, he still smells flowers.

Scripture: Mark 8: 31-38 (Contemporary English Version)
31Jesus began telling his disciples what would happen to him. He said, “The nation’s leaders, the chief priests, and the teachers of the Law of Moses will make the Son of Man suffer terribly. He will be rejected and killed, but three days later he will rise to life.” 

32Then Jesus explained clearly what he meant.

Peter took Jesus aside and told him to stop talking like that. 33But when Jesus turned and saw the disciples, he corrected Peter. He said to him, “Satan, get away from me! You are thinking like everyone else and not like God.”

34 Jesus then told the crowd and the disciples to come closer, and he said:

If any of you want to be my followers, you must forget about yourself. You must take up your cross and follow me. 35 If you want to save your life,£ you will destroy it. But if you give up your life for me and for the good news, you will save it. 36What will you gain, if you own the whole world but destroy yourself? 37What could you give to get back your soul?

38Don’t be ashamed of me and my message among these unfaithful and sinful people! If you are, the Son of Man will be ashamed of you when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 

Synopsis: “Great Expectations” - Everyone expected Jesus to be the Messiah they’d been waiting - one who would overthrow the Romans by power and might - but his power came through servanthood and peace.  How do we follow this Jesus, and how do we open ourselves to get beyond our expectations of others based on our preconceptions and assumptions?    
Felt need: To find courage to be who we are and live our faith authentically even when others’ expectations are different - and so experience the joy of the Lord.
[image: image3.jpg]


Visuals: Flowers
Media: film trailer (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBXVM7oUPVk). Length: 2:35. Free.

Activities: 
Hands-on item: Paper flower, sample shown at right (https://www.pinterest.com/pin/528328600029095465/) 
Music:

Insights: Munro Leaf wrote story in 1936, and it became very popular.  It was acclaimed by many, but also banned in many countries because it was thought to be propaganda.

You don’t need to fight to be a fighter.
Discussion points: 1) Themes that are consistent with “living life to the full”: Right use of power. Living authentically. 2) Was this written as a kid’s story or a political statement? See https://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/how-the-story-of-ferdinand-became-fodder-for-the-culture-wars-of-its-era.  3) How do we deal with other’s people expectations of us? Of Jesus? How do we get past them? 4) Sound of Music: Mother Superior’s advice is to live the life you were born to live. 5) Carole will see if there are any precepts from “Wonder” that might apply this week. 6) Larsen’s view on movies as prayers: Movies may portray the way we hope to see life. If the movies are sometimes raw, it is because life can be very raw. Example: Larry just read about a little girl who was playing in the snow without supervision or a coat. A man took action, seeking help for her since she said her mother has been “sleeping” since yesterday. http://fox13now.com/2017/12/28/police-find-ogden-mother-dead-after-good-samaritan-helps-4-year-old-girl-found-alone-in-the-cold/ 7) If only life’s lessons/messages were as obvious as they are in the movies. Example: Bruce Almighty asking for a sign, and a truck full of signs stops just in front of him.
----------------------------------------------------------------

February 4, 2018: “The Way” (2011)
Tom, an American doctor who comes to St. Jean Pied de Port, France to collect the remains of his adult son, killed in the Pyrenees in a storm while walking The Camino de Santiago, also known as The Way of Saint James. Driven by his profound sadness and desire to understand his son better, Tom decides to embark on the historical pilgrimage, leaving his "California bubble life" behind. Armed with his son's backpack and guidebook, Tom navigates the 800 km pilgrimage from the French Pyrenees, to Santiago de Compostela in the north west of Spain, but soon discovers that he will not be alone on this journey. While walking The Camino, Tom meets other pilgrims from around the world, all broken and looking for greater meaning in their lives. From the hardship experienced along "The Way" this unlikely quartet of misfits create an everlasting bond and Tom begins to learn what it means to be a citizen of the world again, and discovers the difference between "The life we live and the life we choose". 

Scripture: Proverbs 16:9 (The Message)
9We plan the way we want to live, but only God makes us able to live it.

Scripture: Proverbs 3:1-8 (Contemporary English Version)
1My child, remember my teachings and instructions and obey them completely. 2They will help you live a long and prosperous life. 3Let love and loyalty always show like a necklace,  and write them in your mind. 4£ God and people will like you and consider you a success. 5With all your heart you must trust the Lord and not your own judgment. 6Always let him lead you,  and he will clear the road for you to follow. 7 Don’t ever think that you are wise enough, but respect the Lord and stay away from evil. 8This will make you healthy, and you will feel strong.

Scripture: James 4: 13-15 (New International Version)
13Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” 

14Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 15Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” 16As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil. 17Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.

Scripture: Matthew 6: 25-34 (Today’s New International Version)
25“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 

26Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?

28“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

Synopsis: “Journeying Together” - Our faith journey is our own, but it’s lived out in community with others in the Body of Christ.  In community, we learn more about God and God’s love for us than we ever could alone, and we build trust in God who loves us just as we are.     
Felt need: To claim God’s love for us just as we are - in our brokenness and imperfections

Visuals: Map, backpack, arrow with “the way,” compasses (Ron Zuker?)
Media: film trailer (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5VZKWcgw6c). Length: 2:31. Free.

Related info: http://www1.cbn.com/movies/emilio-estevez-and-martin-sheen-faith-the-way
Activities: Holy Communion. Souper Bowl of Caring. Take pictures next to “It’s all about the journey” on the wall?
Show time: Sunday, January 28, 2018 at 4:00 pm in the sanctuary. We’ll have popcorn.
Hands-on item: Scallop shell (http://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/article-1390742/Walking-Northern-Spains-Camino-Santiago-Compostela-pilgrimage.html) 
· The scallop shell is the traditional emblem of St James the Great and is popular with pilgrims returning from the Way of St James and the apostle’s shrine at Santiago de Compostela in Galicia, Spain. Medieval Christians would collect a scopps shell while at Compostela as evidence of having made the journey.
· The shell is also a metaphor for the pilgrim: As the waves of the ocean wash scallop shells up onto the shores of Galicia, God’s hand also guides the pilgrims to Santiago.

Discussion points: 1) Grief is not the main theme. 2) Parallels with church: We are on a journey together. Many people intend to walk The Way of Saint James as a private journey, family is created on the journey. 3) Tom’s box of ashes: What do we carry that we can’t give up? 4) We make plans; God laughs. Life doesn’t turn out the way we expect. What did we think we were going to be as adults? 5) Matthew 6:25 (do not worry) highlights the difference in way the father and son live their lives.
Music: #368 “My Hope is Built”; #377 “It Is Well with My Soul”; #2214 “Lead Me, Guide Me” 
----------------------------------------------------------------
February 11, 2018: “The Case for Christ” (Feb. 2017)

This movie is based on the true story of an award-winning investigative journalist and avowed atheist, Lee Strobel, who applies his well-honed journalistic and legal skills to disprove the newfound Christian faith of his wife with unexpected, life-altering results.

Scripture: John 1: 43-51 (The Message)
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. When he got there, he ran across Philip and said, “Come, follow me.” 

44(Philip’s hometown was Bethsaida, the same as Andrew and Peter.)

45Philip went and found Nathanael and told him, “We’ve found the One Moses wrote of in the Law, the One preached by the prophets. It’s Jesus, Joseph’s son, the one from Nazareth!” 46Nathanael said, “Nazareth? You’ve got to be kidding.”

But Philip said, “Come, see for yourself.”

47When Jesus saw him coming he said, “There’s a real Israelite, not a false bone in his body.”

48Nathanael said, “Where did you get that idea? You don’t know me.”

Jesus answered, “One day, long before Philip called you here, I saw you under the fig tree.”

49Nathanael exclaimed, “Rabbi! You are the Son of God, the King of Israel!”

50Jesus said, “You’ve become a believer simply because I say I saw you one day sitting under the fig tree? You haven’t seen anything yet! 51Before this is over you’re going to see heaven open and God’s angels descending to the Son of Man and ascending again.”

Other scripture possibilities: Mark 9: 2-9 (The Transfiguration), Luke 1: 1-4 (Luke intro to his Gospel), John 21: 24-25 (summary of the many things Jesus did), Hebrews 11: 1-3 (Faith is the assurance of things hoped for…), II Corinthians 5: 16-21 (Anyone who belongs to Christ is a new person.)
Synopsis: “Come and See” - In a time when “fake news” is on our minds and we’re seeking truth, how do we use our faith and reason to love and serve God and witness to others?  
Felt need: To embrace the truth of God’s revelation in Jesus
Visuals: Bible and newspaper (see Barth quote)
Media: film trailer (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhe8KhSxWGo) Length: 2:10. Free.

Related devotions: https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/3977-the-case-for-christ-songs-inspired-motion-picture 

Activities: Transfiguration Sunday
Show time: Tuesday, January 30, 2018 at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary. We’ll have popcorn.
Hands-on item: Old maps????
Music: #171 “There’s Something About that Name;” #2129 “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”; #378 “Amazing Grace”
Insights: 1) The Wesleyan quadrilateral (Scripture, tradition, reason, and experience) as a way to view our faith and read scripture. 2) Offer definitions of atheism, agnosticism, skepticism, cynicism:

· Atheism is, in the broadest sense, the absence of belief in the existence of deities. Less broadly, atheism is the rejection of belief that any deities exist. In an even narrower sense, atheism is specifically the position that there are no deities. 
· An agnostic is one who believes it impossible to know anything about God or about the creation of the universe and refrains from commitment. An atheist is one who denies the existence of a deity or of divine beings.
· Skepticism. 1: an attitude of doubt or a disposition to incredulity either in general or toward a particular object. 2a: the doctrine that true knowledge or knowledge in a particular area is uncertain. 2b: the method of suspended judgment, systematic doubt, or criticism characteristic of skeptics.
· Cynicism: 1. an inclination to believe that people are motivated purely by self-interest.
Karl Barth quote: hold a Bible and a newspaper 

Discussion points: 1) “Being saved” isn’t generally in the vocabulary of Methodists. It is an ongoing process. 2) Theme: Movements of grace. 3) Lee Strobel’s wife and boss at the Chicago Tribune both invite him to investigate Jesus. 4) Thoughts on the movie from Lynne’s Dine with Nine group: Strobel acted like a jerk, especially to his wife. Note from Karen: Strobel confessed that he really was a jerk. Check out him telling his story at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ikxb09pyZwM. 5) Strobel was on a mission to prove his point that God does not exist. Things don’t turn out the way you expected – certainly his journey wasn’t. In one scene where Strobel was at the Tribune in a room full of boxes looking for proof, God used him in ways he couldn’t imagine. 6) The 70x7 prison ministry is a great example of how God changes people. 7) Karen sees many parallels between The Case for Christ and Nabeel Qureshi’s Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus. 
--------------------------------------------------

Notes from “Angels Among Us”
· Many people have commented on how much they like the angel wings, sanctuary visuals, and lamb.

· Wings: Ken Luckett wouldn’t mind having a pair to store at home on the wall until we are ready to use them again. Marie Kordecki and Jean Wasserman have storage room in their basement.

· Lynne’s angel stories:

· While she was out walking Lucy on a cold snow day, she noticed a big fluffy white feather sticking out of the snow – a sure sign that her late friend, Nancy.

· Another friends saw an angel twice while undergoing surgery for liver cancer and coding – also twice. Each time the angel said it wasn’t her time yet. She should go home and say her goodbyes. She was not afraid. She did, then died. 
We’ll pop corn for “The Way” and “The Case for Christ” showings.
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