LHUMC Worship Planning Retreat

October 6-7, 2017

Meeting Preparation 9/27/17
Spoken needs:

What are people saying that they need? As you think about the conversations you've had with people both within and outside of your church, remember the struggles, challenges, curiosities, and desires that both church members and neighbors have expressed.
Grief:
· How can one comfort a woman raised without faith who lost a baby?

Regret: 
· Worrying about how I’ve lived my life.
· Am I/did I do the right thing?
· What can one do to atone? Is there hope for the remainder of life?
Relational mission: How do we move from giving money and “stuff” to developing relationships?
Relational evangelism: Where do we begin?  http://www.smallgroups.com/training-tools/t/train-your-group-in-relational-evangelism.html?tCode=03215B06C3&dCode=9E62C348ED?tCode=35E0E2AD0D&dCode=5E6A34C02B 
Unity/divisiveness
· http://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/8326/that-they-may-be-one-or-unity-jesus-style 

Caring for family with special needs or dementia
Hospitality

· Church exists primarily for non-members! We radically welcome everyone, even those perceived as enemies. In the Kingdom of God, there is no “them”

· https://whchurch.org/sermon_series/there-is-no-them/ (two week series)
Unspoken needs:
Unspoken needs are the things people aren't talking about, but they need. You are in the trenches doing ministry. You see needed growth areas before the average church member, and are building relationship with people far from God.
Generosity/Stewardship

· United Way, Rescue Mission, Food Pantries, Hospice

· Relatives in need

· How can we tithe to the church and support the needs of community and family?

Doubt:
· How do we reach Baby Boomers who have left the church and their children who have not been included or had exposure to faith?

· “Hymn of Promise”,
· Book: Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus by Nabeel Qureshi

· Movie/book: “The Case for Christ” based on the life of Lee Stroebel
Addiction: How it affects families
· How can families effectively respond to addicted family members and behaviors that turn family members away?

· How does the family heal? What does unconditional love look like in these situations?

Cutting

Hate:
· How does it get started? Is it power vs. tolerance? Intense competition? Challenge of beliefs?
· What fosters its growth?
· Skit Guys’ “Interview with a Bully”
Sexual orientation: People are born that way; it is not a choice. 

· “Living Faithfully” – 4 week study by Cokesbury 
· How does the church view gay marriage?

· How does one respond when invited to gay wedding if the church’s view is that marriage is between a man and woman while accepting and respecting a person’s sexual orientation?
Group think:
· How to take a group from “mob” mentality to “rescue” mentality (like helping after a storm)? 
· What happens when weapons are involved?

· How can we start that in the community?

Emergency response team: A group of people who will jump in for a local problem (from riot to a storm)
When bad things happen to good people:
· Disappointed in God.

· Mad at God (Shaking a fist at Him). 
· Lose faith in God.
· Hopelessness: How to ask for help and go on with life.

· Suicide of a loved one or close friend.

· God is silent. http://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4568/7-suggestions-for-when-god-is-silent 

· Skit Guys’ “Storms of Life”; Laura Story’s “Blessings”
Forgiveness vs. holding grudge
Forgiveness – easy to say, hard to do

Gossip:

· What gossip is
· No such thing as good gossip

· “I heard…” Don’t SHARE

Collateral Beauty – what a concept! We need to understand how pain leads to better understanding of what GRACE means.

Bible:

· Is it true?

· Can it be trusted?

· Types of literature it contains

· What’s in the Bible? By Rob Bell

· http://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/8304/is-the-bible-fake-news 
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Mindfulness vs. Monkey Brain: 
How do we enter into worship without so many extra things going on in our heads?

Domestic Violence
Mental health

Suicide (Lady Gaga, Princes Harry and William)

How would you preach to this crowd at a tractor pull, pictured right?

Potentially useable stuff:
“Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore”

NASTY – Janet Jackson song (politics, social media)

“Shades of Grey” – song by Billy Joel (doubt?)
Speeches from the Video Music Awards – Robert E. Lee’s great-grandson, mother of woman killed in Chalottesville, mental health/suicide prevention

“On and On” – song by Mat Kearny (Nothing worth anything goes down easy…)

“Android Monotone” video (alike but together)

Blessing of the Animals coupled with the video, “Need a Hug Today”

Series ideas:

Armed with a lot of perspective on spoken and unspoken needs, start to ask questions like: What Scriptures address these needs? What topical series could address these needs? From which book of the Bible could we teach? What creative series titles or "hooks" could we use?
Grief: No More Tears in Heaven
· “Tears from Heaven” by Eric Clapton
Social Justice

· Discrimination and Profiling: Galatians 3:27-28 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
· “Same Kind of Difference as Me”: Race relations, cultural difference, healing racism
· Racism (John 4:1-30; Romans 12:3, 9-21; Galatians 2:11-14; Ephesians 2:11-16; Colossians 3:1-17; Acts 2- God who shows no favoritism)

· “Stop in the Name of Love” by the Supremes

Evangelism
· “Looking for Love in All the Right Place” (instead of all the wrong place) by Johnny Lee
Like a Child or Through the Eyes of a Child:
· Joy

· Trust – “Will You Still Love Me Tomorrow” by the Shirelles
· Play

· Rest

· God’s Show and Tell

· Like Father, Like Son – Teach your children well

· Long Enough – What Living a Full Life Means
Christianity 101: 
· What should I be doing? 
· What do we believe? 
· How do I know I am not “playing church”?

Politics:
· What make a conservative Christian? 
· What makes a liberal Christian? 
· Are political conservatives Christian?
· Are liberals more Christian than conservatives?
· What should I do when Christian leaders align with political leaders that don’t align with what I read in the Bible?
Talking the Talk vs. Walking the Walk (1 Peter) 
· Non-Christians that feel we do not practice what we preach. How do we reach them?
Psalms, especially those of lament

Psalms: 

· I am fond of the psalms as praise to God. 

· Could we do something on the meaning of the psalms?

Back to School – God 101

· Who is God? 
· Who is Jesus? 
· Who is the Holy Spirit? 
· What is 3 in 1? (Holy Trinity)

Fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23): love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control
The Five Love Languages: The Secret to Love that Lasts by Gary Chapman

gift giving, quality time, words of affirmation, acts of service (devotion), and physical touch
Old Testament Stories: People We Don’t Know Well

Fight: Winning the Battles that Matter the Most by Craig Groeschel (based in part on Sampson)

Faith in Films

· “A Ghost Story” (playing now)

· “Wonder” based on the children’s book by RJ Palacio (Nov. 2017)

· “Same Kind of Different as Me” (Oct. 2017)

· “The Way” (2010)

· “The Case for Christ” 
· Newest “Star Wars” film

· “Ferdinand the Bull” (animated?)

· Resource: God in the Movies: A Guide for Exploring Four Decades of Film and Movies Are Prayers: How Films Voice Our Deepest Longings, both from Cokesbury
· Related visual http://pixelpreacher.net/series/at-the-movies/ 

Armor of God: The various pieces (the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the shoes of the gospel of peace, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit)

Battles of the Bible: Pharaoh pursues the Israelites, Joshua & Jericho, David and Goliath, our daily spiritual battles, Jesus battle and victory on the cross, battle in heaven Archangel Michael vs. Satan

Heroes of the Bible, How God prepares us to be his champion: David, Daniel, Paul, Moses, Noah, Samson, John, Elizabeth, Joseph, Mary, Mary Magdalene, Jesus, etc.

Names of Jesus: The Word, Lamb of God, Seed of David, Physician, Son of Man, Messiah, Redeemer, Counselor, Good Shepherd, Eternal Life, Morning Star, Bread of Life, Immanuel, Prince of Peace, etc. 

Character under Construction: 
· Controlling our impulses

· Keeping good company

· Fruits of the spirit

Come to the Table: Foundation and historical views of Communion

Ten Commandments Series: The Original Top Ten List

Youth in America Today: Concluding with the testimony of a teenager

Know Fear vs. No Fear: Proverbs 9:10 the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom 

Patience of God: In this age from high speed internet to fast food we desire and are accustomed to instant gratification, but God is patient

Children of God 

What Does God Want from Me?

 

Loving the Unlovable

Distorted Images of God
Gods Invisible Agents: When angels show up, 

· Matthew 1: 20-21: But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
· John 20:11-12: Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 
Survive or Thrive?

In This Together (TWOTP video – Loving Our Way Forward)

What Keeps You Up at Night?

Ever Wonder Why? 

· Suffering

· Injustice

· Sorrow

· Christmas
“Turning the Tables”: Many of Jesus' words/actions in the New Testament seem violent... and have been used to justify some people's violence. https://whchurch.org/sermon_series/turning-the-tables 

· Temple Tantrum (conflict, non-violence, peace, spiritual warfare, Matthew 5:43-48)
· Hangry (judgment, love, non-violence, Mark 11: 11-19)

· Revolting Beauty (controversial issues, identity in Christ, transformation, Matt. 15:1-6)
· The New Joshua (guilt, individualism, non-violence, spiritual warfare, Matt. 15: 21-28)
· The Urgency of Forgiveness (forgiveness, grace, judgment, Matthew 18: 21-35)
“Overwhelmed”: So many of us are overwhelmed by things that keep us from living the life God wants for us.  https://whchurch.org/sermon_series/overwhelmed/ 
· The True You (faith, fear, forgiveness, Philippians 4:8, Hebrews 11:1)

· Shame (identity in Christ, judgment, love, Hebrews 12:2, Genesis 3: 1-11)
· Depression (discipleship, faith, identity in Christ, joy, John 15: 10-13, Colossians 1: 19-20)

· Unforgiveness (forgiveness, identity in Christ, Kingdom of God, transformation, Romans 5: 6,8; Isaiah 53:6; Colossians 3: 1-3; 2 Corinthians 5:17)

· Addiction (community, hope, identity in Christ, Galatians 5:1)

· Fear and Control (calling, fear, love, Psalm 27:1-3, 1 John 4:18-19)
Seasonal series ideas:

We also need to identify ideas for specific series that we do every year. For example, we know we will celebrate Advent/Christmas and Lent/Easter every year. We also know that every fall we’ll have a Stewardship Campaign.

ADVENT
Readings:

· Hope – Isaiah 9:2

· Peace – Isaiah 9: 6-7; John 14:27

· Joy – Isaiah 15:18; Galatians 5:22-25

· Love – Deuteronomy 10:17-19a

· God’s People – Isaiah 64:1-9

· OT Prophets – Jeremiah 33:12-16

· John the Baptist – Matthew 3:1-12

· Mary – Luke 1:26-38
· Waiting – Isaiah 52:7-10
· Accepting – Luke 1: 26-38
· Journeying – Isaiah 55:6-13

· Birthing – Luke 2:1-7

Charlie Brown Advent:

· Come (discussions on the way to play practice). 
· Prepare (play practice). 
· Behold (tree purchase). 
· Rejoice (play speech).
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“What Child Is This?” Christmas series from the Skit Guys
“Advent Conspiracy” focuses on giving to others  (Living Water International, right) http://www.water.cc/advent?code=DM_ADVTEM2 
“The Best Christmas Ever”  http://churchsermonseriesideas.com/the-best-christmas-ever/ 
Christmas Uncluttered/Simple Christmas/Love Came Down

· Hope 
· Search

· Follow

· Believe 
· Rejoice
BC – Before Christ: Fulfilled Promises (Gen. 3:15; Isa. 7:14; Micah 5:2; Jer. 23:5)

This Changes Everything – How did Jesus’ birth change?

· Mary

· Joseph

· The world 
· Me and my future
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Pursing the King https://www.gracewaymedia.com/products/25980-pursuing-the-king 

Take Time to Breathe

· Call people to take time

· Book: The Greatest Gift: Unwrapping the Full Love Story of Christmas
· Devotional: Good News of Great Joy
· Ideas from Brentwood Church http://brentwoodchurch.org/breathe_devotional/ 

Advent: The Arrival

· Make Room

· Planning – Celebration don’t just happen, you have to plan

Chaos of Christmas:

· Chaos today at Christmas (and other times of the year too)

· Chaos around Jesus birth

Christmas at the Movies

· Christmas movies bring joy, hop, and laughter

· Sermons – Greatest story ever told through Christmas movie classics
Home for Christmas – Nothing brings out the “fun” in dysfunction more than a trip home for Christmas
Who Is This Jesus – Isaiah 9:6-7
Let There Be Joy

He’s on His Way – image ( ultrasound of baby with crown on head 

All I Want for Christmas Is YOU – John 3:16

Waiting for Jesus

· Gospel stories preceding Jesus’ birth

· Culture that seems to be allergic to the concept of waiting

Great Expectation
· Topic: Hope

· Visuals: Blue/silver/white, outdoorsy look 

The Divine Interruption

· Set ideas: Snow covered trees, park benches, Victorian lamp post

· Color scheme: Blues and purples

· Mary’s Life Interrupted

· Joseph’s Expectations Interrupted

· Bethlehem Interrupted: Jesus’ Arrival

· Shepherd’s Livelihood Interrupted

· Life Interrupted Today: Jesus’ Arrival Still Interrupts Life Today

“It’s a Wonderful Life” – weekly movie clips (very) & short dramas/reflection (despair/hope)
· http://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/3060/its-a-wonderful-life-sermon-series-with-drama
· “It’s a Wonderful Life: Endure It” – Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 24:36-44; Peter Bailey

· “It’s a Wonderful Life: Hope in It” – Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 3:1-12; Uncle Billy

· “It’s a Wonderful Life: Believe It” – Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke 1:47-55; George Bailey
· “It’s a Wonderful Life: Trust It” – Isaiah 7:10-16; Matthew 1:18-25; Mary Bailey 
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“It’s a Wonderful Life: Treasure It” – Luke 1:1-20; ZuZu 

Advent: https://www.pinterest.com/pin/147352219037905033/ 

· “The Peace Jesus Brings” – Luke 2 
· “God’s Protection and Delight” – Zephaniah 3: 14-20 

· “Refining Love of God” – Malachi 3: 1-6

· “Power of Hope” – Hebrews 6: 13-20

“Sock & Underwear” http://www.marionfumc.org/multimedia-category/2013-advent-series/ 
· “Not What You Want, but What You Need”
· Gift Exchange? Gift Return?

Christmas Is Not Your Birthday by Mike Slaughter http://www.ministrymatters.com/product/9781426727351 

· “Christmas Is Not Your Birthday” – 1 Cor. 1:3-9

· “Expect a Miracle” – Isaiah 9:2-7

· “Giving Up on Perfect” – Luke 1: 26-38

· “Scandalous Love” – Hosea 3: 1-5

· “Jesus’ Wish List” – Matthew 25: 31-46

· “By a Different Road” – Matthew 2: 2-12

“Gifts” http://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/1968/sermon-series-gifts
· In the season of Advent, we prepare to celebrate the supreme gift of God's love... it is important to remember the source of such a gift.
· “Where Do Gifts Come From?” – Deuteronomy 26:1-19

· “Gift Cycle” – Deuteronomy 26: 1-19 

“Angels Among Us” from Marcia McFee – do not be afraid https://ny163.infusionsoft.com/app/page/angelsamongus 

· Make Ready a People: #morehope (Luke 1: 5-25, 57-80 Zechariah)

· Nothing Is Impossible: #morepeace (Luke 1: 26-56 Mary)

· Do Not Be Afraid: #morejoy (Matthew 1: 18-25 Joseph)

· This Will Be a Sign :#morelove (Luke 2 1-20 Shepherds)

· Get Up and Go:#morelife (Matthew 2: 1-23 Joseph ( Egypt)
“The Voices of Advent” video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MplnfUwy5X8 
Advent activities and hands-on items:

· Collect change for a mission project (current or new)

· Sell Fair Trade products

· Give the Gift that Gives Back

· “Christmas Nail” (poem) & nail

· Symbolism of the Candy Cane & candy cane

· Meaning of the Snowflake 

· 25 Christ-centered Christmas traditions

https://newspring.cc/christmas    (Newspring Christmas... assorted written mini-topics)

       1. How to have the best Christmas ever

       2. The nativity you know is a lie

       3. Avoiding the "Happy Holidays" trap

       4. Christmas Depression

       5. What Advent is and why it matters

       6. Grieving...How to survive holidays

       7. Why serving others this holiday matters more than we think

       8. How not to compromise your witness at the company Christmas party 

       9. Getting past the Pinterest perfect Christmas

LENT

Lynne’s ideas: https://www.pinterest.com/lynandlid/planning-for-a-year-lent-and-easter/ 
Twenty-four Hours that Changed the World by Adam Hamilton

· http://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/744/two-books-to-prepare-you-for-easter 

When God Becomes Small by Phil Needham

· http://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/5040/when-god-becomes-small 

· http://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4781/review-when-god-becomes-small
The Living Stone by Ministry Matters  http://www.ministrymatters.com/livingstone/ 
· Sacred Pillar – Genesis 28:18
· Covenant Stone – Deuteronomy 9: 7, 29

· 12 Stones – Joshua 4:22

· Foundation Stone – Isaiah 28:16

· Stones to Food – Matthew 4:3 

· Stones Cry Out – Luke 19:40

· Empty Tomb – Matthew 28:2

Journey of Stones by Steven Molin https://www.pinterest.com/pin/528328600027404471/ 

· Ash Wednesday: Written in Stone – Exodus 32: 1-24

· Week 2: Rejected Stones – Psalm 118; Mark 12:1-2
· Week 3: Stick & Stones – John 8: 1-12 

· Week 4: Hearts of Stone – Luke 11: 37-52

· Week 5: Upon this Rock – Matthew 16: 13-20 

· Week 6: Crying Stones – Luke 19: 29-40

· Holy Thursday: Stones to Bread – Matthew 4: 1-11

· Related visual using pallets: http://mailchi.mp/umfellowship/gs6guvpbr4-332871?e=bdbc55bbd5 

Do Lent Generously: This site (https://40acts.org.uk/) is a challenge to perform 40 daily acts during Lent.... During 2017, 100,000 plus individuals and thousands of groups took the challenge; creating a wave of more than 4 million generous acts in 180 countries around the world. Participants (groups) need to register... and challenges are provided!!   
“A Prayer for Lent” by Steelhousemedia – Lenten Prayer by St. Ephrem https://steelehousemedia.com/products/a_prayer_for_lent-_modern_-_traditional_film 

40 Days/40 Items: Lenten daily exercise.... Remove one item per day from a closet that you no longer wear or need... place it in provided garbage bag and donate the bag at the end of the 40 days....  good idea for children????? http://www.modernchurchlady.com/?p=271 

Gifts of the Dark Wood: Seven Blessings for Soulful Skeptics and Other Wanderers by Eric Elnes. A book for anyone who feels awkward in their search for God, anyone who seeks to find holiness amid their holy mess, and anyone who prefers practicality to piety when it comes to finding their place in this world.  The seven gifts of the dark wood, that the author demystifies, are uncertainty, emptiness, being thunderstruck, getting lost, temptation, disappearing, and gift of misfits..... https://www.cokesbury.com/product/9781426794131/gifts-of-the-dark-wood/ 

“Reflections of Lent” series by the Skit Guys https://skitguys.com/videos/item/reflections-of-lent 

Inspired by the Psalms of King David, this series of 9 reflective videos will prepare your congregation for worship during the season of Lent. Now reduced from $89.99 to $49.99. 
Final Week: Life Is Hard, but Grace Is Here
STEWARDSHIP
Lynne’s pins: https://www.pinterest.com/lynandlid/planning-stewardship-for-a-year/ 
Treasure by Jacob Armstrong (stewardship)

“Celebrate”: Preaching a Stewardship Series? Throw a Party Instead! (Not a series)

· http://www.seedbed.com/stewardship-party/?utm_source=feedly&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=stewardship-party 
· Deuteronomy 14:22-29 (regulations concerning the tithe)

· Sticky notes with Celebration logo – write a note of thanks for the ministries that have impacted you and place the sticky notes in the appropriate areas

Ask, Thank, Tell: Improving Stewardship Ministry in Your Congregation by Charles Lane

· The goal of this book is to free stewardship from any connection to “paying the bill.” Stewardship is an intensely spiritual matter that lies close to a disciple’s relationship with Jesus.

· https://www.amazon.com/dp/B000VZQTF4/ref=cm_sw_r_fa_ask_kp6fD.0ZKWM7D 

· Review: http://centerforfaithandgiving.org/2016/01/ask-thank-tell-charles-lane/ 

Enough by Adam Hamilton (we used this in October 2010)

· http://www.adamhamilton.org/books/item/9781426702334/ 
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