Lake Harbor UMC Sermon Series
“In the Beginning: (God’s) Family Drama” 
12 weeks in Summer 2017
· Genesis (mostly lectionary): Adam & Eve, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and sons
· Videos from the “Genesis” series. Garden of Eden tree banner.
“Faith of Our Mothers”
6 weeks in Spring 2017
· Main stories: Hebrew midwives (Exodus 1); Miriam (Exodus 1); Esther (Esther); Deborah (Judges 4-5); Rahab (Joshua 2 & 6); Hannah (I Samuel 1); Naaman’s servant (II Kings 5)
· Love Letters from God: Bible Stories for a Girls’ Heart by Glenys Nellist
· Family tree banner & women’s pictures. Playing cards.
“Giving It Up”
7 weeks of Lent & Easter 2017

· Mostly lectionary based (Gen. 2-3, 12; John 3, 4, 11, 20); Luke 19; Ez. 37; Matt. 21; Acts 10)
· Giving up control, expectations, superiority, enemies, our lives, popularity, death
· Give It Up! By Dottie Escobedo-Frank

· Large “Giving Up…” banner and smaller hands banners in purple. Lenten bookmarks.
“Loving Large”
4 weeks in February 2017
· Distractions - Super Bowl (Matt. 22); Love – Valentine’s Day (Song of Songs 8); Giving –Oscars (Matt. 6), Change the World – President’s Day (Mark 12)
· Loving Large by Jacob Armstrong
· Big hearts.
“Faith in Films” 
4 weeks in January 2017 (Epiphany)
· Grief - Collateral Beauty (Job 2, Ps. 23); Struggle - Rogue One (Eph. 6), Change – Sing (Isa. 43); Prejudice - Hidden Figures (I Sam. 16)
· Film trailers. Big visuals - Movie theater setting.
“The First Christmas Songs”
Advent & Christmas 2016, Epiphany 2017

· Mary – Magnificat (Luke 1); Zechariah – Benedictus (Luke 1); Angels – Gloria (Luke 2); Sing a New Song (Psalm 96); Our Song (Psalm 98, Isa. 9); Simeon – Trust (Luke 2)
· Excerpts from “The Promise: Birth of the Messiah” (animated)
“Thanksgiving and Thanks-living”
3 weeks in November 2016


· Saints (Ephesians 1); Interruptions (Mark 5); Generosity (Philippians)
· Kingdom Assignment ($5/person to invest). Personal testimony. Printed Psalms.
“Defying Gravity”
4 weeks in October 2016
· Scripture: Matt. 6, 16, 19; Luke 15; I Timothy 6
· Main stories: The pull of money, Wants vs. Needs, Generosity, Intentionality
· Defying Gravity by Tom Berlin and the accompanying videos
· Big visuals - Space station. Astronaut. Space junk.
“Can We Talk: Where Faith and Politics Meet”
3 weeks in September 2017


· Luke 10; Matt. 7, 25, 26; Eph. 4; Romans 12; Isa. 2; Lev. 19
· Politics & Faith; Responding to Extremism; Gun Violence; Immigration
· Uncommon Decency: Christian Civility in an Uncivil World by Richard Mouw
· Coffee shop setting
“Starting Over and Digging Deeper”
11 weeks in Summer 2016


· Your Story (Genesis 1; I John 3); Temple (I Kings 8; John 1); Depending on God (Deut. 10; Gal. 5); People (Luke 10); Listening Well (I Kings 19; Matt. 3); Sabbath (Genesis 1; Exodus 20); Mission (James 2); Worship (Ps. 100; Isa. 6); The Kingdom (Matt. 13); Scars/Healing (Isaiah 53); Communion (Matt. 9, 1 Corinthians)
· It’s Not What You Think: Why Christianity Is So Much More Than Going to Heaven When You Die by Jefferson Bethke
· Backyard/back porch setting. Short introductory vignettes – I used to think…but now I know…
“Unity”


· Unity in Love (John 17); Holy Spirit (Acts 2, Romans 8, John 14); Faith (Romans 5)
· Prayer partner activity with Lakeside. Updated Serenity Prayer. Olympic rings.
“Hidden in Plain Sight”
4 weeks after Easter 2016


· Lectionary based series: Doubt (John 20); Hope (John 21); Heartburn (Luke 24); Ghost Story – Jesus’ return (Luke 24)
· Giant eyeglasses. Eye charts.
“From the Inside Out”
7 weeks of Lent & Easter 2016


· Temptation (Luke 4); Doubt (Genesis 15); Fear (Luke 13); Anger (Luke 15); Devotion (John 12); Hope (Luke 19; Philippians 2); Joy (Luke 24)
· Pallet tomb. Handouts. Short dramas.

“Word of God Speak”
5 weeks of Epiphany 2016


· Lectionary based series: Baptism (Luke 3); Miracles (John 2); Prophets (Luke 4); Hard Words to Hear (Luke 4); God Says Listen (Luke 9)
· Reader’s Theater. WORD OF GOD SPEAK on the ledge.
“People and Places of Christmas”
Advent and Christmas 2015


· Mary from Nazareth (Luke 1); Joseph from Bethlehem (Matthew 1); Elizabeth from In Karem - and Zechariah (Luke 1); Blue Christmas – Painful Journey (several); Going to Bethlehem (Luke 2); Angels and Shepherds at the Manger ((Luke 2); Simeon and Anna at the Temple (Luke 2)
· Video: Skit Guy’s “First Christmas” series. The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem by Adam Hamilton. Dramas (Mary, Simeon/Anna). Pallet manger on ledge/Christmas Trees/Painted banners.
November 2015 – no long series


· No More Tears – All Saints (Revelation 21); Committed – Ruth part 1 (Ruth 1); Learning to Love – Ruth part 2 (Ruth 3-4); Your Kingdom Come – Christ the King (John 18)
· Teardrops and Tears from heaven/handout. Pallet fence and grasses.
“Money Matters: Earn, Save, Give”
3 weeks in October 2015


· Earn – Proverbs 31 woman (Proverbs 31); Save – treasure in heaven (Matthew 6); Give – widow’s offering (Mark 12)
· Earn, save, and give jars on ledge. Personal testimony. Earn. Save. Give.: Wesley’s Simple Rules for Money by James A Harnish.
“The ‘E’ Word – Evangelism Means Sharing ‘Good News’”
3 weeks in September 2015


· Come and See – Personal Invitation (John 1; Matthew 9; Luke 10); Personal Testimony (Galatians 1; Philemon 1); God’s Role in Transformation (Luke 19)
· Videos. Handouts.
“Sinning Like a Christian: The Good News”
8 weeks of Summer 2015


· Being honest – we sin (Leviticus 18; Romans 3); Pride or Humility (Philippians 2; Luke 18); Envy or Kindness (Genesis 4; Matthew 20); Anger or Forgiveness  (Psalm 137; John 2); Sloth or Diligence (Ecclesiastes 1); Greed or Generosity (I Chronicles 4; Matthew 6); Gluttony or Moderation (Philippians 3; I Corinthians; Matthew 6); Lust or Purity (2 Samuel 11; Matt. 5)
· T-shirts on clothesline. Vignette introducing each week’s sin. Snakes in pew. Hand outs – gummy worms, whatever stickers.                                                                                                                                            
“Marked for Life in Christ” 
3 weeks in June 2015
· Faith – Not Fear (Hebrews 11; Luke 17); Hope – Not Despair (I Peter 1); Love – Not Hate (I John 4)

· Faith Hope Love drop cloth banner. Tattoo/stickers.

“Now What?! Walking the Pathway of Discipleship”
After Easter 2015
· The Great Commission (Matthew 28); Better Together (Acts 2); Teaching and Learning (Acts 8); Fruit of the Spirit – Children’s Sunday (Galatians 5); Stranger or Friend (John 15); Don’t Just Stand There – Ascension (Acts 1; Ephesians 1); Helped by the Spirit - Pentecost (Acts 2; Romans 8); Love Like God Loves – Nicodemus (John 3)
· Videos. Labels. Pentecost toilet paper, leaf blowers, dance, and sundaes. Other handouts.

“The God We Can Know”
Lent & Easter 2015

· The Great “I Am” (Exodus 3); Satisfaction  - Bread of Life (John 6); Guidance – Light of the World (John 7,8); Care – Good Shepherd (Psalm 23, John 10); Power – True Vine (John 15); Way, Truth, & Life (John 14); Servant (John 13); Possibilities – Resurrection & Life (John 11)
· The God We Can Know: Exploring the “I  Am” Sayings of Jesus by Rob Fuquay. “I AM” on ledge. Visuals near the entryway. Paper aisle runner. Drama –Peter & Judas. Giant tomb made from an ice fishing tent.
“God Revealed!”
Epiphany 2015

· Lectionary series: God’s Light (Isaiah 60); Baptism (Mark 1, Genesis 1); God Calls Us (1 Samuel, Psalm 139); Sharing Grace (Jonah 3); God’s Authority (Mark 1); God Heals (Mark 1, Psalm 147); God’s Voice – He Leads (2 Corinthians 4, Mark 9)

· Drama - Samuel’s Call. Handout – Swedish fish.

“Christ Comes!”
Advent and Christmas 2014, Epiphany 2015
· Lectionary series: Prophet’s Plea (Isaiah 64); Prophet’s Promise (Isaiah 40); Blue Christmas (Psalm 42, 139; Matthew 11); Unexpected Prophets (Luke 1); Unto Us (Luke 2); Salvation Has Come (John 1)
· Video preview. Small hands-on items – star, handmade sheep, angel wing, light. Stars over the congregation. Candle ladder for Blue Christmas.
“Ancestors in Faith”
November 2014

· Prescribed by VCI: Transitions – Moses hands his leadership role to Joshua (Deuteronomy 34); Crossing Over (Joshua 3); Choosing Whom to Serve (Joshua 24)

· Managing Transitions by Wm. Bridges. Audio bible. Silhouetted drama on the ledge. Aluminum screen river.
“Extravagant Generosity”
October 2014
· Generosity (1 Timothy 6); Love/Relationships (Deut. 6, Mark 12, Philippians 4); Vision and Hope (Joel 2, Matthew 6, Colossians 3); Sacrificial Giving (John 3)
· Extravagant Generosity: The Heart of Giving by Michael Reeves. Large “stick” heart. Card responses. Using prayer beads. Personal testimony. Skit. 
“Our Covenant Life”
September 2014

· Prayer (Matthew 6); Presence (Luke 2, Psalm 46); Gifts (2 Corinthians); Service (John 13); Witness (1 Peter 3)

· Making prayer beads. Handout – ping pong ball. Big visuals: OUR COVENANT LIFE on the ledge and other word below it.
“Life in the Spirit”
late June - August 2014
· Prescribed by VCI: Baptism/Calling (Ephesians 4); Unwrapping Our Spiritual Gifts (1 Corinthians 12); Unity (1 Corinthians 12); Love – The Greatest Gift (1 Corinthians 13);Using our Gifts (Romans 12); Serving in Love (Romans 12); Work & Worship (1 Peter)

· Big visuals – Gifts, LHUMC puzzle. Hands-on items: card with spiritual gifts, laminated bookmarks. 

Transition Time – no series
May and June 2014

· Depending on God (Acts 17, John 14); Under the Influence – Pentecost (Acts 2); The Great Commission (Matthew 28)
· Signing a Declaration of Dependence. “Spiritualizer” skit.
“Stations of the Resurrection”
Easter – early May 2014

· Probably a lectionary series: Empty Tomb (Mark 16); Locked Room (John 20); Road to Emmaus (Luke 24)

· Lumo Project videos. 
“Stations of Holy Week”
Holy Week 2014

· Road to Jerusalem (Mark 11); Upper Room & Garden (Mark 14); Stations of the Cross – borrowed from another VCI pastor (various)
· Palm Sunday drama. Big visuals: Jerusalem gate, palm trees; Tomb, cross.
“Blessed!”
Lent 2014

· 10 Week series inspired by one week in the lectionary - Matthew: Beatitudes – overview; Poor in Spirit; Mourn; Hungry & thirsty; Merciful; Pure in Heart; Peacemakers; Persecuted/Insulted
· Large brown BLESSED – added blessing week by week to form a cross. Large variety of sermon illustrations.
“Baptism”
January 2014

· Lectionary series: Act of Submission (Matthew 3); Act of the Spirit (John 1); Act of God (1 Corinthians 10)
· Large visuals.
“Stations of the Birth”
Advent and Christmas 2013, Epiphany 2014
· Temple – Zechariah (Luke 1); Nazareth – Mary & Gabriel (Luke 1); Hills of Judea – Mary & Elizabeth (Luke 1); Road to Bethlehem – Joseph & Mary (Luke 2); Fields – Shepherds (Luke 2); Manger – Wise Men (Matthew 2); Road to Egypt – Escape (Matthew 2)
· Hand painted banners for each message. Weekly vignettes. Maps.
“Extravagant Generosity”
late October – November Stewardship 2013

· Lectionary: Honest Humility (Luke 18); Seeds with Wings – All Saints Day (Luke 8); From Simple to Sacred – sharing our gifts (Philippians 4); Aligned with God’s Purposes (2 Corinthians 8); Power of Pruning (Colossians 3, John 15)
· Practicing Extravagant Generosity by Robert Schnase. Hands-on items – maple seeds, Jenga blocks, dominoes. Skit (Pruning – Skit Guys). Big visuals – violins (sharing) gifts.

“Does Your Church Have a Prayer”
September and October 2014

· Prescribed by VCI: Jesus Prayed for Us (John 17); What Reality Do You Choose? (Number 13); Overcoming Giants (Number 13); Asking the Right Questions (Mark 9); Beyond and Within – Looking Outward (Mark 8); Promised Land (Philippians 2)

· Does Your Church Have a Prayer by Marc Brown, Kathy Merry, and John Briggs; Congregation had questions to answer each week; VCI team tabulated the results. Visuals – door on the ledge and words below.
“Are You Ready?”
August 2013

· Lectionary (Luke 12): Rich Toward God; Consider the Lilies – worry; Dressed for Action ; Watching the Weather – distractions; Eternal Work (John 6)
· Continued use of the barn and visuals from VBS.

“In Jesus’ Neighborhood”
July 2013

· Lectionary (Luke 10-11): Sharing Peace; Who Is My Neighbor?; The Better Part – slowing down to listed; Knocking on the Door 
· Working with the barn and visuals from VBS. Hands-on items: tattoos, lemonade umbrellas. Skit. Intro video based on Mr. Roger’ Neighborhood.
“Freedom”
June 2013
· Lectionary (Galatians): Free from Evil; Free to Change; Free from Boundaries; Free to Serve.
· Visuals – FREEDOM IN CHRIST on the ledge and big chain below ledge.
“God’s Revelation”
May 2013

· Lectionary (Revelation 13): All Things New
· Drama – short vignettes interwoven with scripture and music.
“With Jesus after Easter”
April 2013

· Lectionary (John 20-21): The Locked Room; Casting the Nets; Feeding the Sheep
· Hands-on items – key, fish/net magnet, sheep with printing.
“Prayers of the People”
Lent 2013

· Lectionary: Promise of Protection (Psalm 91); Trust in God’s Future (Psalm 27); Thirsting for God (Psalm 63, Isaiah 55); True Repentance (Psalm 32, Luke 15); Restoration (Psalm 126, Isaiah 43); Exaltation (Psalm 118, Luke 19)
· PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE on the ledge. Quotes below the ledge. Collections of crosses. Prayer stations around the sanctuary perimeter.
Epiphany series – no name
January 2013

· Lectionary: Wedding Crasher (John 2); You Can Go Home Again (Luke 4); Glory Upon Glory – Transfiguration (Luke 9)
· Big Book Media videos. Homemade media – glory. Hands-on item: shells.
“The Characters of Christmas”
Advent and Christmas 2012, Epiphany 2013
· Mostly lectionary: Prophets (Jeremiah 33); Zechariah (Luke 1); John the Baptist (Juke 3); Mary (Luke 1); Shepherds (Luke 2)
· Slow reveal of stained glass windows. Monologues by each character.
“Giving Thanks”
November Stewardship 2012

· Giving with Joy (Psalm 126; Joel 2); Always Enough (Matthew 6)
· Giant cornucopia.
“Fruitful Living”
October-November 2012

· Prescribed by VCI: Radical Hospitality (1 John 4); Passionate Worship (Psalm 100; Luke 10); Intentional Faith Development (Hebrews 10; Philippians 3); Risk-Taking Mission (Matthew 20); Extravagant Generosity (2 Corinthians)
· The Five Practices of Fruitful Living by Robert Schnase. Used various configurations of chairs as visuals. Stewardship videos (Ministry Shares).
“Faith in Action”
September 2012

· Lectionary based (James 2-3): Leading with Our Ears – listening to God and others; Do It! - service; Controlling the Tongue – speaking in love; Real Wisdom – comes from above
· Duct tape on the bulletin cover. Projected message illustrations (Creation of Adam).
“Knitted Together”
August 2012

· Lectionary based (Ephesians 4): One Lord, One Faith, One Foundation; One Body; Before Sunset – reconciliation
· Activity: Wove green paraments and banners.
“God in the Present Tense”
June – July 2012

· Lectionary based (Romans 8, 2 Corinthians 4, 5, 6, 12): A New Creation – God is re-creating us in His image; Living in Tents – life on earth is temporary; Adoption – God’s love for us; Salvation – is now; The Thorn – what can we learn from suffering; The Inheritance – can be lived out today; Peace – Christ breaks down barriers; Abundant Accomplishments – come from God
· Hand-outs (butterflies). Big visuals for the first few weeks – butterfly kit, tent. Skit (humility). Projected message illustrations (comics).
“Acts of the Spirit”
April – May 2102

· Lectionary based (Acts): Community; Testimony; Teaching; No Boundaries; Jailbreak; Baptism – by the Holy Spirit; Speaking Out - Pentecost 
· Flame/dove visual on ledge. Ribbons over the congregation. Drama (Philip). Paper chain activity.
“Signed, Sealed, Delivered”
Lent and Easter 2012

· Lectionary based: Rainbow – covenant (Genesis 9); Fruitfulness (Genesis 17); The Commandments (Exodus 20); The Light (John 3); Grain of Wheat (John 12); Palms (Mark 11); Empty Tomb (Mark 16)
· Passbook to Easter handout and stickers. Holy Thursday – three part drama.
“Meeting Jesus on the Road”
Epiphany 2012
· Lectionary based: Philip and Nathanael (John 1); The Fisherman (Mark 1); The Sick (Mark 1; Isaiah 40); The Unclean Spirit (Mark 1); The Leper (Mark 1); On the Mountain – Transfiguration (Mark 9)
· Big visuals – Billboards, Road Signs (directions to each place, hospital sign)
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