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Lent and Easter Scripture and Message Synopses 
“FROM THE INSIDE OUT” 

Monday, January, 2016 
 

Members present: Dave Booth, Vicki Zuker, Ron Zuker, Betty Kinney, Lynne Richmond, Karen 
Post, Ken Luckett, Kathy Luckett, Mary Ivanov, Roger Richmond, Michael Boersma, Jim Post, 
Karen Booth 

 

“The worship we hope to develop will be rooted in Scripture, centered on Christ, and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit.  It will be relevant to local and emerging culture, while addressing the needs 
of believers and unbelievers alike.  Above all, it will intentionally engage people physically, 
emotionally, intellectually, and soulfully.” 
 
Felt needs: What physical, emotional, intellectual, or spiritual need are we addressing in this 
service so that worship is engaging and a means of making disciples?  What question needs to 
be posed/answered so that we are making disciples? Note from Karen: Each service’s felt need is 
in the message synopsis in bold print. 

 
 Lent is intended to be a time of personal reflection as we make that journey to the cross. 
For those who have claimed faith in Christ for a long time and for those who stand on the edge 
of claiming faith, the basic struggles and questions about life and faith are the same. Lent calls 
us to more intentional prayer and denying ourselves so that we might learn how to walk the 
path as disciples of Jesus. Lent calls us to engage spiritual practices as we prepare to claim the 
promise of new life in baptism and the joy of resurrection.   
 As the church - the Body of Christ - we’re called to reflect on who we are as the people 
of God seeking God’s will in the world as we walk alongside each other. Prayer and seeking God 
play a part in how the world sees us. As Lake Harbor UMC, VCI continues to be an avenue for 
transformation. Prayer and focusing on making disciples has changed us as a congregation.  
Now as we plan and prepare to become something new with Lakeside UMC, how do we see 
ourselves and our faith in Jesus? What is God up to? How is God transforming us?  
 

Ideas for the series: 

 Use baptismal liturgy as a guide: 
On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, 
reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin? Do you accept the freedom and 
power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present 
themselves? Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, 
and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has opened to 
people of all ages, nations, and races?  Will you nurture these persons in Christ's holy 
Church, that by your teaching and example they may be guided to accept God's grace for 
themselves, to profess their faith openly, and to lead a Christian life? According to the grace 
given to you, will you remain faithful members of Christ's holy Church and serve as Christ's 
representatives in the world? Will you who sponsor these candidates support and 
encourage them in their Christian life? 

 Create a Lenten devotional based on specific Scriptures - ask to write a short reflection 
based on the text. 
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 Sing The Lord’s Prayer in worship. 

 Invite someone to offer a witness in worship during Lent: How is God changing me from the 
inside out? 

 Sing “From the Inside Out” during the season (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-afZJ9_TIM) 

 Use PowerPoint before worship with words of the season, i.e. repent, renounce, grow, etc.  

 Resources: 
o http://alivenow.upperroom.org/?s=lent+101 
o Youth: http://devozine.upperroom.org/spiritual-practices/stuff-to-do-during-lent/. 
o http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/connecting-worship-and-daily-living-in-lent. 

General discussion points: 1) The series in based on the lectionary readings. Notice how the 
message titles are more positive as we move through the series to Easter. 2) It is worth 
watching the movie, “Inside Out.” We may be able to use some clips from the movie. 3) 
Lent is about being intentional, changing from the inside out. Pastor Mary can see 
significant changes for the better in the time she has been at Lake Harbor. Positive 
examples: Hospitality and Lakeside merger. 4) Lent was originally a time to prepare for 
baptism. 5) Jim Post remembers giving up something for Lent, a practice instilled in him by 
his grandma and continues to this day. 6) Another Lenten practice: fast from one thing and 
feast on another. This is where we got the idea of putting a plus and minus sign on a poker 
chip a few years back. 7) The kids will be adding coins to a calendar during Lent. Adults may 
participate too.  

Overall visuals: The series begins and ends with stones. How might we incorporate a tomb 
(outside and inside) throughout the series? Three crosses? See Easter Sunday for more 
details. 

 

February 10, 2016: Service at Muskegon Central UMC  Ash Wednesday 
 

Rev. Benton Heisler preaching 
Activity: Imposition of ashes, laying on of hands and healing prayers 
 

 

February 14, 2016: “Inside Temptation” 1st Sunday in Lent 
 

Scripture: Luke 4: 1-13 (The Message) 
1Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wild.  
2For forty wilderness days and nights he was tested by the Devil. He ate nothing during those 

days, and when the time was up he was hungry. 
3The Devil, playing on his hunger, gave the first test: “Since you’re God’s Son, command this 

stone to turn into a loaf of bread.” 
4Jesus answered by quoting Deuteronomy: “It takes more than bread to really live.” 
5For the second test he led him up and spread out all the kingdoms of the earth on display at 

once. 6Then the Devil said, “They’re yours in all their splendor to serve your pleasure. I’m in charge 
of them all and can turn them over to whomever I wish. 7Worship me and they’re yours, the whole 
works.” 

8Jesus refused, again backing his refusal with Deuteronomy: “Worship the Lord your God and 
only the Lord your God. Serve him with absolute single-heartedness.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-afZJ9_TIM
http://alivenow.upperroom.org/?s=lent+101
http://devozine.upperroom.org/spiritual-practices/stuff-to-do-during-lent/
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/connecting-worship-and-daily-living-in-lent
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9For the third test the Devil took him to Jerusalem and put him on top of the Temple. He said, “If 
you are God’s Son, jump. 10It’s written, isn’t it, that ‘he has placed you in the care of angels 
to protect you; 11they will catch you; you won’t so much as stub your toe on a 
stone’?” 

12“Yes,” said Jesus, “and it’s also written, ‘Don’t you dare tempt the Lord 
your God.’” 

13That completed the testing. The Devil retreated temporarily, 
lying in wait for another opportunity. 

 

Synopsis: Temptation is a part of life. Because Jesus became 
fully human, he understands the world in which we 
live—the temptations and the trials. However, because Jesus 
is divine, he will set us free from past failings and by grace, help 
us overcome temptation. 

Visuals: Bread, stone, ashes. Rock path leading to cross, right. 
Media possibilities: We only watched one video as a group. Feel free to 

watch the others and send your comments to Karen Booth. This applies to 
every week. 

 “Preparing for Lent.” Length: 2:13. Cost: $19.98. As Jesus spent 40 days in the desert where 
He endured temptation by the devil, we follow his example during the season of lent where 
we deny self, pray, and focus on God. 
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/49661/preparing-for-lent  

 “Jesus Temptation in the Desert.” Length: 3:15. Cost: Free. Satan tempts Jesus in the 
wilderness. Excerpt is from The Bible television series, episode 6. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixfYkAHjAgM Comments: Very powerful. 

 “Tested by the Devil.” Length: 2:38. Cost: We own it. Last used 3/29/09. Visual liturgy. 
http://www.sermonspice.com/product/13254/tempted-by-the-devil.  

Activities:  

 Ann Rice’s Christ the Lord: The Road to Cana excerpt of Jesus’ temptation in the desert read 
as a drama. 

 Impose ashes on people who missed Wednesday’s service. 

 Write down temptations on a slip of paper. Hide the paper under a 
rock in a box of sand, right. 

 Write temptations on flash paper strips. Burn them. Paper can be 
found the Joker’s Wild on Sherman.  

Music: Jesus, Tempted in the Desert (FWS 2105), Seek Ye First (UMH 405), 
40 Days 

A random idea: Do we want to offer a renewal of marriage vows on 
Sunday, February 14 in the afternoon?  I’d want to keep it as a 
separate worship from worship, but this might be a great day to do 
something like that. 

Discussion points: 1) The devil tempts Jesus with sustenance, power, and identity. 2) In Bad Girls 
of the Bible, the devil tempted Eve in the same way he tempts us. There is no need to be 
original as his methods still work. 3) Ann Rice has written vampire books and a trilogy about 
Jesus (above). She portrays Jesus’ temptation as him looking at himself. Jesus comes to the 

http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/49661/preparing-for-lent
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixfYkAHjAgM
http://www.sermonspice.com/product/13254/tempted-by-the-devil
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realization that the devil doesn’t power over him. It is much like the scene in the most 
recent Star Wars film where Luke is fighting himself. 4) Once you succumb to temptation, 
the devil does have power over you. 5) How can anyone go without eating for 40 days? Is 40 
significant? Does it just mean a long time? Does temptation make us stronger in the end? 6) 
People are naturally hedonistic. We make many choices based on our sinful nature.  

Various thoughts on how we understand “devil” or “Satan”: 1) Satan is not a person, but an 
inner tendency. 2) Evil is an entity. It’s doesn’t have a single face. 3) Lucifer is an angel (spirit) 
who was cast out of heaven. 3) The devil is a person. Evil is an action. 4) Satan has dominion 
over the earth. He has helpers. 5) Demons are real and so is casting out demons. 6) In 
Ephesians, Paul talks about putting on the full armor of God, i.e. knowing truth, so that we 
can resist evil. 7) Some churches believe that you shouldn’t name the devil as it gives him a 
foothold in our lives. 8) Jesus said, “Do not be afraid.” Jesus and grace are more powerful 
than the devil. 9) After baptism and communion, we seem to be more aware of and maybe 
vulnerable to temptation. Is it because we have a different perspective then? 10) The spirit 
of evil is alive and well. 

Suggestions from Mary Travis: Use pita bread for communion during Lent. Share this poem: 
 Be gentle when you touch bread, 
 Let it not lie uncared for – unwanted. 
 So often bread is taken for granted. 
 There is so much beauty in bread, 
 Beauty of sun and soil, 
 Beauty of honest toil. 
 Winds and rain have caressed it, 
 Christ often blessed it. 
 Be gentle when you touch bread. 

Celtic prayer attributed to David Adam 

  
 

 

February 21, 2016: “Inside Doubt” 2nd Sunday in Lent 
 

Scripture: Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18 (Contemporary English Version) 
1Later the Lord spoke to Abram in a vision, “Abram, don’t be afraid! I will protect you and 

reward you greatly.”  
2But Abram answered, “Lord All-Powerful, you have given me everything I could ask for, except 

children. And when I die, Eliezer of Damascus will get all I own. 3You have not given me any children, 
and this servant of mine will inherit everything.”  

4The Lord replied, “No, he won’t! You will have a son of your own, and everything you have will 
be his.” 5 Then the Lord took Abram outside and said, “Look at the sky and see if you can count the 
stars. That’s how many descendants you will have.” 6 Abram believed the Lord, and the Lord was 
pleased with him.  

The Lord Makes Another Promise to Abram 
7The Lord said to Abram, “I brought you here from Ur in Chaldea, and I gave you this land.”  
8Abram asked, “Lord God, how can I know the land will be mine?”  
9Then the Lord told him, “Bring me a three-year-old cow, a three-year-old female goat, a 

three-year-old ram, a dove, and a young pigeon.”  
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10Abram obeyed the Lord. Then he cut the animals in half and laid the two halves of each animal 
opposite each other on the ground. But he did not cut the doves and pigeons in half. 11And when 
birds came down to eat the animals, Abram chased them away.  

12 As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and everything became dark and 
frightening.  

17Sometime after sunset, when it was very dark, a smoking cooking pot and a flaming fire went 
between the two halves of each animal. 18 At that time the Lord made an agreement with Abram 
and told him:  

I will give your descendants the land east of the Shihor River on the border of Egypt as far as the 
Euphrates River. 

Synopsis: Faith is sometimes described as a journey. For Abram, it was a journey into the 
unknown where he trusted God that God’s promise will be fulfilled and truly depended on 
God and believed God. Just like Abram, going with God and depending on God brings new 
life. We can be sure of God’s faithfulness, but how do we live as though our lives depend 
on God, not your bank account, your status or your 
job? 

Visuals: Stars (laser star machine). Van Gogh’s Starry Night 
Media possibilities: We watched both videos.  

 “Just Go.” Length: 4:30. Cost: $17.00. Inspired by 
the call of Abram to leave his home, “Just Go” 
introduces the struggles and questions we ask 
when faced with the opportunity to step out in 
faith and live a better story. Also included is a split 
version. http://skitguys.com/videos/item/just-go. 
Comments: Too long. 

 “Trust Fall.” Length: 2:20. Cost: $19.99. If you've ever struggled with trusting Jesus, this 
movie is for you. Learn how human nature often keeps us from the very thing that will help 
us trust Him more. http://www.onetimeblind.com/products/trust-fall-mini-movie.  

Activity: Do a skit based on “Trust Fall.” Anna might be interested. 
Hands-on item: Doubt Busters bible verses, right. 
Music: Great Is Thy Faithfulness (UMH 140), Hymn of Promise 

(UMH 707) 
Discussion points: 1) The lyrics of Don McLean’s “Vincent (Starry, 

Starry Night)” reveal Van Gogh’s troubled journey. 2) Even 
our father of faith, Abraham, had doubts. 3) Everyone has 
doubts. Sharing faith should include sharing those things of 
which we are uncertain. 4) Doubt Busters (spoof on Ghost 
Busters): Cardboard cutouts of doubt. Use leaf blowers to 
blow them over. 5) Movie connection: “Doubt” with Meryl 
Streep. A Catholic school principal questions a priest's 
ambiguous relationship with a troubled young student. 

Quotes: 
 In our doubt, there is believing. (Natalie Sleeth, “Hymn of Promise”) 
 Doubts are the ants in the pants of faith. They keep it moving. (Frederick Buechner) 
 

 

http://skitguys.com/videos/item/just-go
http://www.onetimeblind.com/products/trust-fall-mini-movie
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February 28, 2016: “Inside Fear” 3rd Sunday in Lent 
 

Scripture: Luke 13: 1-9 (New Living Translation) 
1About this time Jesus was informed that Pilate had murdered some people from Galilee as they 

were offering sacrifices at the Temple.  
2“Do you think those Galileans were worse sinners than all the other people from Galilee?” Jesus 

asked. “Is that why they suffered? 3Not at all! And you will perish, too, unless you repent of your sins 
and turn to God. 4And what about the eighteen people who died when the tower in Siloam fell on 
them? Were they the worst sinners in Jerusalem? 5No, and I tell you again that unless you repent, 
you will perish, too.” 

Parable of the Barren Fig Tree 
6Then Jesus told this story: “A man planted a fig tree in his garden and came again and again to 

see if there was any fruit on it, but he was always disappointed. 7Finally, he said to his gardener, ‘I’ve 
waited three years, and there hasn’t been a single fig! Cut it down. It’s just taking up space in the 
garden.’ 

8“The gardener answered, ‘Sir, give it one more chance. Leave it another year, and I’ll give it 
special attention and plenty of fertilizer. 9If we get figs next year, fine. If not, then you can cut it 
down.’” 

Synopsis: The people talking to Jesus had witnessed tragedy. People had died suddenly and 
unexpectedly. They had questions, but Jesus speaks of repentance. Repentance literally 
means “to turn around,” as in a 180-degree turn! Every 
day is an opportunity to turn from sin and walk with 
God, but we struggle to claim our sin and believe that 
God’s grace is sufficient to forgive us and make us new. 
Jesus’ story is a call to all to repent and receive 
assurance of God’s grace that we might live in faith, 
not fear.  

Visuals: Fig tree (Pastor Mary has one). Stairs, right. There 
are several different places in the church to do this. 

Media: “I Don’t Have to Be Afraid.” Length: 0:53. Cost: 
$15.00. The bible tells us that perfect love casts out 
fear. It does not tell us that perfect love casts out all 
things to be afraid of; there's a big difference. God never said that this life would be easy 
but what we DO know is that God has overcome this world. Comments: We like how the 
graphics and text points to why we don’t have to be afraid. Use it. 
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/38818/i-dont-have-to-be-afraid.  

Activity: Your fears erased daily chalkboard – similar to a chalkboard that was in Grand Haven 

last summer, right 
Music: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (UMH 121), Amazing 

Love (UMH 363), You Are My Hiding Place (FWS 2055) 
Discussion points: 1) Jesus tells this parable when he was 

getting closer to his final trip to Jerusalem. It shows that we 
cannot rely on ourselves or the choices we make. It is a 
story of second chances and grace. Jesus is the gardener; 
we are the fig tree. 2) Andy Stanley: Jesus’ admonition to 
his disciples to “fear not” in the face of scary things only 

http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/38818/i-dont-have-to-be-afraid
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made sense after they saw Jesus rise from the dead. If he overcame death, what is there to 
fear? That first-handexperience is why they became such great preachers. 3) In response to 
the media: When do we lose childlike faith and innocence? As we grow older, we have more 
opportunities to witness or experience betrayal, lies, and many horrible things making it 
hard to maintain faith. 

 

 

March 6, 2016: “Inside Anger” 4th Sunday in Lent 
 

Scripture: Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32 (The Message) 
1By this time a lot of men and women of doubtful reputation were hanging around Jesus, 

listening intently.  
2The Pharisees and religion scholars were not pleased, not at all pleased. They growled, “He 

takes in sinners and eats meals with them, treating them like old friends.” 3Their grumbling triggered 
this story. 

 “There was once a man who had two sons.  
12The younger said to his father, ‘Father, I want right now what’s coming to me.’ 
“So the father divided the property between them. 13It wasn’t long before the younger son 

packed his bags and left for a distant country. There, undisciplined and dissipated, he wasted 
everything he had. 14After he had gone through all his money, there was a bad famine all through 
that country and he began to hurt. 15He signed on with a citizen there who assigned him to his fields 
to slop the pigs. 16He was so hungry he would have eaten the corncobs in the pig slop, but no one 
would give him any. 

17“That brought him to his senses. He said, ‘All those farmhands working for my father sit down 
to three meals a day, and here I am starving to death. 18I’m going back to my father. I’ll say to him, 
Father, I’ve sinned against God, I’ve sinned before you; 19I don’t deserve to be called your son. Take 
me on as a hired hand.’ 20He got right up and went home to his father. 

“When he was still a long way off, his father saw him. His heart pounding, he ran out, embraced 
him, and kissed him. 21The son started his speech: ‘Father, I’ve sinned against God, I’ve sinned 
before you; I don’t deserve to be called your son ever again.’ 

22“But the father wasn’t listening. He was calling to the servants, ‘Quick. Bring a clean set of 
clothes and dress him. Put the family ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23Then get a grain-fed 
heifer and roast it. We’re going to feast! We’re going to have a wonderful time! 24My son is 
here—given up for dead and now alive! Given up for lost and now found!’ And they began to have a 
wonderful time. 

25“All this time his older son was out in the field. When the day’s work was done he came in. As 
he approached the house, he heard the music and dancing. 26Calling over one of the houseboys, he 
asked what was going on. 27He told him, ‘Your brother came home. Your father has ordered a 
feast—barbecued beef!—because he has him home safe and sound.’ 

28“The older brother stalked off in an angry sulk and refused to join in. His father came out and 
tried to talk to him, but he wouldn’t listen. 29The son said, ‘Look how many years I’ve stayed here 
serving you, never giving you one moment of grief, but have you ever thrown a party for me and my 
friends? 30Then this son of yours who has thrown away your money on whores shows up and you go 
all out with a feast!’ 

31“His father said, ‘Son, you don’t understand. You’re with me all the time, and everything that is 
mine is yours— 32but this is a wonderful time, and we had to celebrate. This brother of yours was 
dead, and he’s alive! He was lost, and he’s found!’” 
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Synopsis: The prodigal son or the loving father? What about the angry older brother? This 
parable of Jesus is the most well-known, but why? The challenge of seeing ourselves in this 
family might be easy, but the idea that the father shows the son mercy isn’t easy to grasp.  
Mercy is God not giving us what we do deserve and deliverance from judgment. How do we 
extend mercy as we’ve received it?           

Visuals: Many paintings of Prodigal Son. Amish community forgiving Nickel Mines killer. Our 
image: Older brother in the foreground, hitting his fist on a fence in anger. Young brother 
and father embracing in the background. 

Media possibilities: We did not view these as a group and plan on doing the drama below. 

 “The Prodigal Son.” Length: 2:02. Cost: We own it. Last used 3/10/13. This is the story of 
each of us. A story of forgiveness, redemption, and the unfailing, never-ending love of the 
Father who waits for each of us to come home. 
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/19591/the-prodigal-son  

 “The Prodigal Son (Lumo Project).” Length: 4:57. Cost: $19.98. Visual liturgy. 
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/19702/the-prodigal-son  

 “Parables – The Prodigal Son.” Length: 1:24. Cost: $14.99. This sermon introduction uses 
words and picture to paraphrase the story of “The prodigal Son.” 
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/37012/parables--the-prodigal-son 

 “The Prodigal.” Length: 7:19. Cost: $19.99. Watch this retelling of the parable of the 
Prodigal Son by the Skit Guys. Note from Karen: We probably won’t use this due to its 
length, but it is well worth watching. 
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/20179/the-prodigal   

Activity: Drama: “What a Father.” Length: 8-10 minutes. Cost: $9.99. This is the story of the 
Prodigal Son told from the perspectives of two brothers. Volunteers: Jim Post and Ken 
Luckett. Karen will give them the script soon. https://skitguys.com/scripts/item/what-a-father 

Music: How Deep the Father’s Love for Us, My Hope is Built (UMH 368), You Are My All in All, 
Sing Praise to God who Reigns Above (UMH 126) 

Why is there so much art based on this story? Everyone can see themselves in the story, in 
different roles, at different times. It is a story of failure, fairness, and grace. Grace is 
inherently unfair.  

Discussion points: This is a pivotal message in the series as we move towards devotion and joy. 
The profound unfairness of grace is good thing for every in need of it – and that’s everyone.  

 

 

March 13, 2016: “Inside Devotion” 5th Sunday in Lent  
 

Scripture: John 12: 1-8 (New Living Translation) 
1Six days before the Passover celebration began, Jesus arrived in Bethany, the home of 

Lazarus—the man he had raised from the dead.  
2A dinner was prepared in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, and Lazarus was among those who 

ate£ with him. 3Then Mary took a twelve-ounce jar of expensive perfume made from essence of nard, 
and she anointed Jesus’ feet with it, wiping his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the 
fragrance. 

4But Judas Iscariot, the disciple who would soon betray him, said, 5“That perfume was worth a 
year’s wages. It should have been sold and the money given to the poor.” 6Not that he cared for the 

http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/19591/the-prodigal-son
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/19702/the-prodigal-son
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/37012/parables--the-prodigal-son
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/20179/the-prodigal
https://skitguys.com/scripts/item/what-a-father
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poor—he was a thief, and since he was in charge of the disciples’ money, he often stole some for 
himself.  

7Jesus replied, “Leave her alone. She did this in preparation for my burial. 8You will always have 
the poor among you, but you will not always have me.” 

Synopsis: How far would we go to show our love for Jesus?     
Visuals: Perfume jar 
Media: “Mary of Bethany.” Length: 4:22. Cost: $15.99. Mary talks about anointing Jesus’ feet 

with oil. https://skitguys.com/videos/item/mary-of-bethany  
Drama: Drama contrasting the heart attitudes of Mary and Judas. 

http://www.dramaministry.com/store/the-fragrance-of-worship-359.  
Music: Fairest Lord Jesus (UMH 189) 
Scouting Sunday 
Discussion points: 1) “Hopelessly Devoted to You” lyrics are appropriate except for the line, “But 

now there's nowhere to hide since you pushed my love aside.” 2) We like both the media 
and the skit. 3) Fragrance: Use scented candles, Glade scents, or cinnamon or clove oil (on 
pinecones?) to recreate the scent of the expensive perfume. 4) Bag balm – not sure how 
this entered the discussion. 

 

 

March 20, 2016: “Inside Hope” Palm and Passion Sunday 
 

Palms scripture: Luke 19: 28-40 (New Revised Standard Version) 
28After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 
29When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he 

sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find 
tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are 
you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 32So those who were sent departed and found it as 
he had told them. 33As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the 
colt?” 34They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their 
cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the 
road. 37As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of 
the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had 
seen, 38saying, 

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” 
39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40He 

answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 

Passion scripture: Philippians 2: 5-11 (New Living Translation) 
5You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.  
6Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 
7Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as 

a human being. When he appeared in human form, 8he humbled himself in obedience to God and 

died a criminal’s death on a cross. 
9Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him the name above all 

other names, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

https://skitguys.com/videos/item/mary-of-bethany
http://www.dramaministry.com/store/the-fragrance-of-worship-359
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Synopsis: Jesus enters Jerusalem to shouts of praise from an excitable crowd. They call him the 
“King who comes in the name of the Lord” with the hope that he will save them from 
Roman rule. But he had warned them all along that his call wasn’t what they expected, and 
his hope was in God who wouldn’t abandon him and 
who had never abandoned his people. Our hope is 
in Jesus who “emptied himself of all but love” and 
gives us hope of eternal life by dying on the cross.   

Visuals: Stones. Candles with invitation, right. 
Media possibilities: We only watched the Skit Guy video. 

 “Palm Sunday.” Length: Length: 3:31. Cost: 
$15.99. A guy borrows one donkey and never 
hears the end of it. 
https://skitguys.com/videos/item/palm-sunday1 
Comments: We were immediately drawn into the story like usual. 

 “This Is Palm Sunday.” Length: 1:44. Cost: $17.98. Days before he will be crucified, Jesus 
entered Jerusalem. The events of this week will change the world. This is Palm Sunday. 
This is Jesus. 
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/50664/this-is-palm-sunday 

 “Hope Is Here.” Length: 3:20. Cost: $17.98. Hope is present in Christian church 
everywhere, because true Hope is a person, and His name is Jesus. Also available in an 
Easter version. http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/43947/hope-is-here   

Activity: Palm branches 
Drama: “Triumphal Entry.” The man searches for the donkey that was taken for Jesus' entrance 

into Jerusalem. By following the donkey, the man finds a teacher, king and savior. 
http://www.dramaministry.com/store/triumphal-entry-134.  

Music: Hosanna, Loud Hosanna (UMH 278), Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley (FWS 2112), 
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (UMH 298); Undignified 

Discussion points: 1) The disciples had hope for what they thought Jesus would do. We have 
hope for what he did. 2) Great line from the Skit Guys video: There’s nothing better than 
when Jesus shows up. 3) For the donkey’s perspective, go to 
http://www.rayfowler.org/sermons/straight-from-the-donkeys-mouth/. For a kids’ book 
written from the colt’s perspective see A Little Colt’s Palm Sunday by Michelle Medlock 
Adams and Wayne Parmenter. It is available at Barns & Nobles 
and at Amazon. 4) Would Lisa Jirakovic be willing to dance 
today? 6) How many people have used the line, “the Lord 
needs it,” for their own purposes? 

 

 

March 24, 2016: “Inside Service” Holy Thursday 
 

Scripture: Luke 22: 14-27 (New Living Translation) 
14When the time came, Jesus and the apostles sat down 

together at the table. 

https://skitguys.com/videos/item/palm-sunday1
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/50664/this-is-palm-sunday
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/43947/hope-is-here
http://www.dramaministry.com/store/triumphal-entry-134
http://www.rayfowler.org/sermons/straight-from-the-donkeys-mouth/
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15Jesus said, “I have been very eager to eat this Passover meal with you before my suffering 
begins. 16For I tell you now that I won’t eat this meal again until its meaning is fulfilled in the 
Kingdom of God.” 

17Then he took a cup of wine and gave thanks to God for it. Then he said, “Take this and share it 
among yourselves. 18For I will not drink wine again until the Kingdom of God has come.” 

19He took some bread and gave thanks to God for it. Then he broke it in pieces and gave it to the 
disciples, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this to remember me.” 

20After supper he took another cup of wine and said, “This cup is the new covenant between 
God and his people—an agreement confirmed with my blood, which is poured out as a sacrifice for 
you. 

21“But here at this table, sitting among us as a friend, is the man who will betray me. 22For it has 
been determined that the Son of Man£ must die. But what sorrow awaits the one who betrays 
him.” 23The disciples began to ask each other which of them would ever do such a thing.  

24Then they began to argue among themselves about who would be the greatest among 
them. 25Jesus told them, “In this world the kings and great men lord it over their people, yet they are 
called ‘friends of the people.’ 26But among you it will be different. Those who are the greatest 
among you should take the lowest rank, and the leader should be like a servant. 27Who is more 
important, the one who sits at the table or the one who serves? The one who sits at the table, of 
course. But not here! For I am among you as one who serves.” 

Scripture: I Corinthians 11: 23-26 (Contemporary English Version) 
23I have already told you what the Lord Jesus did on the night he was betrayed. And it came 

from the Lord himself. 
He took some bread in his hands. 24Then after he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is 

my body, which is given for you. Eat this and remember me.” 
25£ After the meal, Jesus took a cup of wine in his hands and said, “This is my blood, and with it 

God makes his new agreement with you. Drink this and remember me.” 
26The Lord meant that when you eat this bread and drink from this cup, you tell about his death 

until he comes. 

Synopsis: Jesus is clear that to follow him means to be a servant.   
Visuals: “How will I serve?” chalkboard https://www.pinterest.com/pin/528328600014922905/ 
Media possibility: We did not view these as a group. 

 “The Passion of Jesus.” Length: 20:18. Cost: $20.00. Follow along in the footsteps of 
Jesus as this film recounts the narrative of Luke 22:14-23:56. This film brings to life the 
very sacrifice of Christ our Lord from the last supper to Jesus offering reconciliation for 
those next to Him on the cross. Note from Karen: We can edit this to use the part we 
need. http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/49823/the-passion-of-jesus  

 “Last Is First.” Length: 2:49. Cost: We own it. Last used: 9/20/09. 
Visual liturgy. 
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/5837/the-last-will-be-first  

Activity: Holy Communion. Foot washing.  
Dinner before worship: Finger food potluck. Serve the food in the lounge. 

Eat at the back of the sanctuary. Have some very low tables so we can 
mimic the first Last Supper. Eat by candlelight.  

Music: Jesu, Jesu (UMH 432), Make Me a Servant (FWS 2176) 
Discussion points: Jim Post has been attending a Men’s Breakfast on Good 

Friday in Grand Haven. They have ended it with the sound of someone 
pounding nails, a very powerful closing. 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/528328600014922905/
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/49823/the-passion-of-jesus
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/5837/the-last-will-be-first


  Page 12 of Lent & Easter 2016 Scripture and Message 
Synopses 

 
  

Hands-on item (not sure if they belong here):  

 Nail dipped in red, attached to a tag stamped “paid in 
full” (previous page) 

 Twig crosses with note attached: God’s love cannot be 
earned, for you cannot earn a GIFT. Also John 3: 16 and 
an invitation to worship. The crosses were placed around 
the community. (right) 

*Combined with Roots 
*Prayer Vigil begins after worship through Fri. afternoon 
 

 

March 25, 2016: Service at Temple UMC Good Friday 
 

 

March 27, 2016: “Inside Joy” Easter Sunday 
 

Scripture: Luke 24: 1-12 (New Revised Standard Version)  
1But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that 

they had prepared.  
2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in, they did not find the 

body. 4While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 
them. 5The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, 
“Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 6Remember how he 
told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be 
crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8Then they remembered his words, 9and returning from 
the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 11But 
these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12But Peter got up and ran 
to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, 
amazed at what had happened. 

Synopsis: The reality and possibility of resurrection doesn’t hit right away. There’s some silence, 
disbelief, confusion, and questions that 
come before the full understanding that 
death isn’t the final word. After 
focusing on the daily realities of 
temptation, doubt, fear, and anger, and 
after thinking about our devotion to 
and hope in Jesus, we experience joy 
that is unexpected and unearned. We 
have to decide if we’ll share it like the 
women and hear it as Good News like 
the disciples.      

Visuals: Stone. Inside of the tomb with slab, linens, and round stone based on “Unfinished” 
from http://www.churchstagedesignideas.com/unfinished/ (above).  

Media possibility: We only watched the first video as a group. 

http://www.churchstagedesignideas.com/unfinished/
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 “He’s Alive.” Length: 2:42. Cost: $16.00. This video is intentionally black during the first 
half, bringing the congregation through the darkness of Good Friday and into the joy of 
Easter Sunday and His resurrection. 
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/23699/hes-alive 

 “He’s Alive (Easter).” Length: 2:17. Cost: $18.00. Beginning with Jesus’ prediction of His 
crucifixion and continuing through His thoughts on the cross, His death, burial and 
resurrection, this takes the viewer on an emotional journey from Good Friday to Easter. 
http://skitguys.com/videos/item/hes-alive-easter  

 “Easter Worship Intro.” Length: 1:20.  Cost: $11.99. Christ has risen! Start your Easter 
worship service or sermon with this moving video expressing the celebration of Easter 
and the significance of Christ’s resurrection in our lives. 

Activity: Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
Music: Christ the Lord is Risen Today (UMH 302). Ask Bruce Wright or 

someone to play trumpet and/or other brass. 
Discussion points: 1) John is Pastor Mary’s favorite version of the resurrection 

story because of the “idle tale” reference in verse 11. Unlike Luke, which 
makes it seem like the women might be gossiping, this version points to 
how unlikely it would be for such great news to come to women before it 
would to men. No one would think of making up such an unlikely story. 2) 
Joy, the yellow character from “Inside Out,” right.  

 
 

http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/23699/hes-alive
http://skitguys.com/videos/item/hes-alive-easter

