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Nicodemus’ is a powerful story.  Maybe you’ve heard it before.  You know that he 

came to Jesus at night.  This Pharisee, one of the religious elite – someone who prized 

religious education, tradition, and authority – came to Jesus to ask some questions.  This 

is a man with responsibility – with clout.  

He wants to fit Jesus into what he knows, but he’s not sure.  Who is he?  There’s 

conversation about being born again, and more questions.  But eventually, Nicodemus 

figures out he’s got it wrong. 

The powerful thing about Nicodemus is that he’s teachable.  He comes to Jesus as 

he is.  They stand in physical darkness, but there’s something here about spiritual 

darkness, too.  Nicodemus doesn’t quite grasp the fullness of who Jesus is, but he’s 

willing to come and learn more.  He’s willing to ask questions and struggle.     

And don’t a lot of our questions and struggles and wonderings come out at night?  

Maybe it’s when we’re all alone talking to God.  Maybe it’s when we’re in deep 

discussion with a spouse or family member or friend – those late-night chats or calls or 

texts.  Perhaps our guard is down enough to allow ourselves to be a little more open, a 

little more vulnerable, a little more receptive to God’s still small voice.   

I find hope in this passage because of that.  Nicodemus comes to Jesus with 

questions and wonderings.  And it gives us permission to come to Jesus with all of those, 

too.  For all the knowledge that Nicodemus had, he was willing to listen and learn.  

Friends, we do not have all the answers, and probably we have more questions.  That is 

part of a faithful and faith-filled life – to open our hearts and minds honestly.   

As we think about intentional faith development, Nicodemus encourages us on 

our journey.  Are we willing to ask our questions – to put them out there for others to 

hear?  Someone else has the same question or wonder that you do.  Are we willing to 

struggle in our faith with each other?  Some of the most amazing Spirit moments come 

when we dialogue about our faith.  Are we willing to let people ask their questions and 

share their deepest wonderings?   

And though we may not be coming to Jesus in physical darkness this morning, we 

certainly come from dark and uncertain places.  We grieve death of a loved one.  We’re 

fighting cancer or illness.  We’ve experienced a setback that we didn’t plan for.  We 

battle depression.  We have uncertainty over about the future.  We’re out of work.  We 
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struggle in marriages and with our children.  We battle addiction.  We suffer abuse.  

We’re dealing with the consequences or our actions.  

Or perhaps we come with doubts about God.  We’re not sure.  Does God really 

love me?  Can God really offer hope for me? – because life is looking pretty hopeless.  

Friends, Nicodemus came to Jesus as he was.  And we’re invited to come to Jesus as we 

are – with all that we carry, all the struggle, all the faith, all the joy.  Jesus meets us 

where we are. 

Back to the most famous verse from this passage: Jesus came to reflect God’s 

love for us – absolutely true.  But keep reading verse 17: Jesus came to show love, not 

anger or condemnation.  Jesus’ message to Nicodemus is that God works in us – that we 

are born again in God’s Spirit – when we open ourselves to God’s love and allow it to 

transform us.  Nicodemus can’t possible know the fullness of who God is even if he 

knows the rules.  With all that he knows, there’s more to a relationship with God.   

What’s most intriguing to me about Nicodemus is that we actually hear about 

him beyond this first encounter.  We don’t always talk about him after this first time he 

met with Jesus, but it’s important to notice a couple of things.  Later on in the Gospel of 

John, Nicodemus stands before the Sanhedrin and is bold enough to ask questions 

about Jesus.  In chapter 7, as the tension grows among the Pharisees who see the 

crowds turning to Jesus and wondering if he could possibly be the Messiah, it reads: 

“Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own number, 

asked, “Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him to find out what he has 

been doing?”   

And then after Jesus is crucified, it’s Nicodemus who joins Joseph of Arimithea to 

collect Jesus’ body from Pilate and give Jesus a proper burial.  The Gospel says, Joseph 

“was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. 

Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 40 Taking 

Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in 

accordance with Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there 

was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been 

laid. 42 Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was 

nearby, they laid Jesus there.”  

 I don’t think we can underestimate what happens here.  Nicodemus – the 

Pharisee who first comes to Jesus at night probably because he doesn’t want to be seen 

– becomes the one who steps into the light of day and cares for Jesus as best he can.  He 
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teaches us about intentional faith development – not because he’s got it all right, but 

because he’s willing to be transformed by Jesus himself.  

The more I think about Nicodemus, the more his story impacts me.   As we’re 

celebrating with our graduates, as we’re praying with them and sending them off to do 

great things, I wonder if we might be challenged by Nicodemus – someone who thought 

he had it all right, someone who followed all the rules, but someone who was teachable 

and moldable when he encountered something different, new, life-changing.   

Graduates, whatever’s ahead for you, I can guarantee that you’ll face something 

different, new – ideas that will challenge what you thought you knew, people who will 

bump up against you and make you think.  It’s up to you to invite the Holy Spirit to guide 

you.  The Spirit’s there, but you have to pay attention.  

And before you think this is just a pastor giving advice to graduates, I realize this 

is where most of us are most of the time.  If we’re following Jesus, each day he calls us 

to be teachable, moldable, ready to learn something new, ready to encounter God in 

ways we didn’t expect – remember how the Holy Spirit came? 

And maybe it’s that toughest lesson that we really need to embrace.  We heard it 

from Nicodemus.  “My whole life was in those rules – those complications.  I thought 

that was what going to save me.  It was love that saved me. ” Nicodemus lived with 613 

rules, but Jesus lifts up God’s love as the rule to cling to: “For God so loved the world…”  

For us, 613 rules are trumped by John 3:16.   

I hope you have your small notebook.  You’ll see that on the inside it says, “Rules 

for Living.”  Rule #1: Love like God loves.  And you’ll see that #2 and #3 refer you back to 

Rule #1.  It’s so easy for us to get wrapped up in thinking that our faith is based simply 

on rules that we follow rather than on a relationship that we invest in – a connection 

that we nurture with God through Jesus Christ.  

Nicodemus discovered the power of God to transform and make new.  He figured 

out that being born again was a real thing, and it meant real change for him.  He was 

never the same after that night!   

Jesus tells Nicodemus that the Spirit moves where it will and God works in ways 

we never expected.  God calls us to consider new life – a new way of life.  God calls us to 

love like God loves – not simply following rules and thinking we have it all figured out, 

but ready to be transformed as we understand more and more how God moves and 

how God loves.  It is love that saves us – not our following rules.   It is love.  May we love 

like God loves. 

Thanks be to God.  AMEN! 


