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“Declarations of the Heart:  

Extravagant Generosity Is an Expression of Your Heart” 
November 2, 2014 

Extravagant Generosity series. 

 

My heart has been encouraged as we’ve talked about Extravagant Generosity.  

People have been gracious to share – both in worship and on heart cards.  Now it’s my 

turn.  I’ve learned about generosity first through my parents and sisters, but probably 

most powerfully through knowing Ivan.  Some of you know that he camne to the United 

States as an exchange student and staying here during the civil war in Yugoslavia.   

He and his family were blessed by the generosity of two host families who opened 

their homes and treated Ivan and his brothers like their own family.  As we’ve been 

married for 14 years, my own thoughts about giving and sharing have been challenged 

in a very good way as we’ve helped his brothers through school and helped his parents 

to settle in a new country.   

I’ve been challenged to realize again and again that what we have is a gift to be 

shared, and God is faithful in providing what we need.  I’m thankful for the ways God 

continues to remind me that our resources, our time, and our gifts are to be given 

graciously.   

I also know that we are dependent on God and each other.  I grew up on a dairy 

farm, and I saw that in action.  When there’s a problem, neighbors pull together to help.  

Think about those moments of sacrifice in your life.  This idea of giving up for others has 

deep, biblical roots.   

And as we remember saints and give thanks for them, we recognize how 

important relationships are.  They helped us to know God better.  Their giving showed 

their love for God and God’s love for us.  So the challenge today is that we wouldn’t stop 

with remembering them, but that we’d also renew God’s call on our life.  We want to be 

generous – extravagantly generous.  And God can help us grow. 

Hopefully you’ve received your Faith Commitment card for the coming year.  

Praying about your commitment and taking the time to write it down and offer it is a 

spiritual discipline.  It is an expression of our faith in Jesus Christ and our desire to give 

and serve.   

For the past few weeks, we’ve focused on our hearts.  We started by taking our 

pulse – literally – and reminding ourselves that we’re called to ministry – each of us.  We 
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talked about relationships – and God’s part in calling us into community to be 

strengthened and encouraged in our faith.  We talked about vision and hope – and the 

way that God inspires us to dream and do – to work for the coming of God’s Kingdom 

even now. 

Today we hear words that may be familiar from John 3:16 – For God so loved the 

world he GAVE his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him won’t perish 

but will have eternal life. 

We encounter Jesus in the middle of a conversation with Nicodemus.  Nicodemus 

was a Jew—a Pharisee, in fact, which meant he observed Jewish Law very strictly.  He 

came to see Jesus at night, perhaps so that no one could see him doing it.  He had 

questions for Jesus—about his authority and ministry and about being born again.   

Jesus explains the gift of salvation by retelling a story Nicodemus knew from the 

Book of Numbers - Moses lifting up the serpent in the desert.  After the Israelites had 

sinned against God, undergone great suffering from poisonous snakes and asked for 

forgiveness, God told Moses to make a bronze serpent to bring relief to the people.  

When they looked at it, they lived.  Then Jesus goes on to tell what God will do: the Son 

of Man (who is Jesus) will also be lifted up to bring new life to the people.  His death on 

the cross will bring new life, and he will be exalted.  And God will do it to save the world.      

  

The story is told that when native converts of the island of Madagascar used to 

present themselves for baptism, it was often asked of them, “What first led you to think 

of becoming Christians?  Was it a particular sermon or address or the reading of God’s 

Word?”  

The answer usually was that the changed conduct of others who had become 

Christians was what first arrested their attention. “I knew this man to be a thief; that 

one was a drunkard; another was very cruel and unkind to his family. Now they are all 

changed. The thief is an honest man; the drunkard is sober and respectable; and the 

other is gentle and kind in his home. There must be something in a religion that can 

work such changes.” 

The things that we do and ways we behave are a reflection of God’s love.  God 

pursues us, God takes initiative, and we respond.  Our response is what we show to the 

world.  We point to God—not to ourselves, but directly to God who created us and calls 

us to be witnesses to love and peace.  It’s a high calling.  We can’t take it lightly, nor 

should we discount it shove it aside as impossible.  God will help us because God needs 
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our help. 

The words from John’s Gospel clearly states that the way God shows love for the 

world is by giving.  Giving is part of the character of God.  Bishop Robert Schnase says it 

this way: “We give because we are made in the image of God, whose essential nature is 

giving.  We are created with God’s nature imprinted on our souls; we are hard-wired to 

be social, compassionate, connected, loving, and generous.  God’s extravagant 

generosity is part of our essential nature as well.  But we are anxious and fearful, 

influenced by a culture that makes us believe we never have enough.  And we are 

scarred by habits that draw us away from God and that turn us inward with a corrosive 

self-interest.  God sent Jesus Christ to bring us back to ourselves, and back to God.   

In Second Corinthians, chapter 8, Paul encourages the Corinthians to continue in 

their generous spirit, and he concludes that giving is proof or evidence of our love of 

God.  God doesn’t require our generosity. When we truly accept the generous gift of 

God’s love, our only possible response is to live and give generously.  Is it possible to 

love God without giving? 

When we think about stories of giving in the Bible, many come to mind: the story 

of the Prodigal Son whose father welcomed him home with open arms even after he 

squandered all he had or the rich young man who was told to follow God’s 

commandments and also sell what he had and give the money to the poor.  Or maybe 

you think of the Gospel story of the poor widow giving her last two coins for God’s work 

through the Temple. 

Bishop Schnase writes, “Name one person you admire and respect because of all 

they keep for themselves.  Largeness of spirit leads to an eagerness to give our utmost 

and highest.  Despite the outward challenges and inner struggles, and the 

countercultural nature of generosity, where there is a desire to give, there is a way.  The 

two coins dropped in the treasury from the hands of the poor widow, noticed by Jesus 

and recorded for all time as a model of Extravagant Generosity, forever reminds us that 

there is always a way.  Giving helps us become what God wants us to be.” 

If we seek to follow God, then we love what God loves.  The Gospel of John says, 

“For God so loved the world…”   

If we seek to follow God, we love whom God loves.  It’s easy to say this – love 

everyone because God does.  But we know that actually following through is daily work.       

If we seek to follow God, we love how God loves.  God’s Word is clear: God loves 

by giving – giving that’s sacrificial.  Again, it’s easy to say but much more difficult to do.  



 

 4 

We have to re-order our priorities and be thoughtful about what it is we give: money, 

time, and talent.  Giving is a discipline – something we do consistently with the hope 

that we’ll grow. 

When we talk about extravagant generosity, we focus on God’s faithfulness.  And 

we respond with our step in faith.  We have to be reminded and challenged to make a 

commitment about how we will be generous with all that we have – all a gift from God.  

And ultimately, our giving is an expression of what we love. 

God invites us to be generous with all we have and all we are.  Can we give with 

joy, energy, and passion?  Your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness make a 

difference in this church and in the world.  If we take the step in faith, what will we 

discover about God and about ourselves?   

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 


