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Extravagant Generosity series 

 

Generosity – we know what it is.  We can call it out in others, and we admire it 

when we see it.  And we desire to show it.  Some days we wish we were more generous.  

And we struggle to be generous.  We struggle with those qualities that are the opposite 

of generosity: selfishness, self-centeredness, self-absorption, and greed.  But we know 

that generosity is a fruit of our spiritual growth.  It is a fruit of the Spirit. 

Generosity by itself is a powerful word and a power trait.  Now add the word 

“extravagant” to generosity, and it kicks it up a notch.  The phrase comes from United 

Methodist Bishop Robert Schanse.  He says that Extravagant Generosity is sharing and 

giving that exceeds all expectations and extends to unexpected measures.  And central 

to it is our love of our God.  Generosity flows from the heart – first from God’s heart to 

us and then from our hearts into the world.   

Today we begin the journey toward extravagant generosity together, so let’s start 

with a check-up.  Find your heartbeat.  Did everyone find a pulse?  I hope so!  If we 

checked our spiritual pulse, what would we find?  Over the next few weeks, we’ll find 

some ways to check our spiritual health.  Today we hear how Paul begins to address the 

subject of spiritual health.  

Hear these verses again from The Message: Tell those rich in this world's wealth 

to quit being so full of themselves and so obsessed with money, which is here today and 

gone tomorrow. Tell them to go after God, who piles on all the riches we could ever 

manage—to do good, to be rich in helping others, to be extravagantly generous. If they 

do that, they'll build a treasury that will last, gaining life that is truly life.  

While the idea richness has many meanings, the truth is that we in the United 

States are materially blessed when compared with the rest of the world’s population.  

Some of our lifestyle choices might not leave much margin, but the fact is, by most 

standards, we are extremely well off.  

Consider this reminder that comes from our CROP Walk materials: “If you have 

food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof over your head, and a place to 

sleep, you are richer than 75% of the world.  If you have money in the bank, and spare 

change in a dish somewhere, you are among the top 8% of the world’s wealthy.”  

There’s truth to this statement: “Money has worth only if there’s not enough for 

everybody.”   

It often seems that the more we have, the more we worry about keeping what 

we have and about getting more.  Most of us fight against two powerful drives: 1. Fear, 
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so we hoard what we have and 2. Self-gratification, so we think about what we want 

and when we want it without thinking about the needs of others.  When fear and self-

gratification are our focus, expressing faith in God is more of a challenge. 

Paul’s remedy is to put our faith in God.  He suggests that we do good things, that 

we should be rich in good deeds, and that we be generous and willing to share. Today 

you heard Steve share about where he sees Jesus in our church or God at work in our 

church.  The kids are writing down what they love about our church, and you’ll have that 

opportunity, too.  Some of those will highlight the ways that we do good as a church and 

of how very rich we are in good deeds, but we have to check ourselves.  

Paul says that there is a difference between just living in our culture and living a 

Christian life—what Paul calls “truly life.”  He’s writing as an older mentor to younger 

Timothy.  When we see young adults ready for the real world, we encourage them to 

dream big dreams and succeed.  Many times, we hope that they can be happy, healthy, 

and wealthy.  But Paul’s lesson to Timothy is that happiness doesn’t rest in possessions.  

And if we don’t check ourselves on what makes for a meaningful life, our culture’s 

values of acquisition, consumption, and accumulation of possessions will keep on 

keeping on.  Generosity, not consumption, is a key value of a meaningful life.  

Generosity is a spiritual discipline.     

To take hold of life that is really life means to gain a new perspective on life.  

Eternal life is an alternate reality that we have to take hold of.  True life is an alternate 

reality.  For Paul, the coming of Jesus Christ interrupted the present time with the 

eternal.  And still that happens when we place our faith in Jesus Christ.  Our perspective 

is different.  We realize that things are passing; we are not.   

Our culture where competition and self-interest thrive would say that acts of self-

sacrifice are limiting.  But real life comes through self-giving.  Generosity and good 

works come from faith lived out.  Paul calls Timothy to stay focused on God’s ways.  And 

we need to listen.  How is our witness as followers of Jesus compromised – how is the 

work of the church discredited – when financial greed and corruption take over? 

Bishop Schnase, recalls one spring when he saw various birds preparing to build 

their nests.  He writes, “The notion of building nests is often used as a metaphor to 

describe people successfully providing for their own comforts.  If someone arrives at a 

career position of some ease and security, friends say, “You’ve built yourself quite a nest 

for yourself here!”  The word nest often connotes shelter, coziness, homelike, 

comfortable. 

In actual fact, the nests which birds build are not for the birds who build them, 

but for their young, for the next generation, for the future of the species.  The hours of 

carrying straw, sticks, and mud; the days of defensive watchfulness; and the weeks of 
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endless feeding are all for the benefit of the new ones, the young, the future. 

Now consider “nests” we build in our churches.  The buildings, programs, 

ministries, job descriptions, and services we build—are they for our own comfort and 

coziness?  Or are they to further the faith and provide for future generations?  Does our 

giving just serve us and our needs, or does our giving serve God by serving the mission 

of the church to reach new people - to make disciples for the transformation of the 

world?  Vibrant, fruitful congregations focus as much energy, prayer, and planning on 

those who are outside the congregation as they do on those who are already active in 

the congregation.”  

Those are challenging words as we celebrate almost 60 years of ministry and 

praise God for those people who prayed for the future of the church they loved.  We 

celebrate their vision and faith – and we seek to show our commitment to looking 

beyond ourselves to the future.  How are we serving God by reaching out with love and 

hope that has transformed us and can transform the world?  How might we do that in 

new, fresh ways? 

“You’ve not lived until you’ve done something for someone who can’t repay 

you.” John Bunyan 

I’m amazed at the examples of generosity in this congregation.  Some of those 

examples are known, but so many more are not known.  The ways that you share the 

love and hope of Jesus Christ – the ways that you do good, are rich in good deeds, are 

generous and are willing to share is inspiring and a miracle of God’s grace at work.  You 

give money to those in need.  You offer precious time to help others.  You use your gifts 

to teach and lead others in the way of Jesus.  You genuinely love God and love your 

neighbor.  

And that sharing and those good deeds result in caring ministries that touch us 

and people in our community: making blankets for new babies to show their families 

God’s care, preparing luncheons for families who are at a funeral, providing space and 

needs for Family Promise and Kids Belong, serving each month at Supper House, 

working in the Food and Clothing pantries at MAP, praying for others, offering Bible 

studies, housing Roots so that young adults who are searching can find a community 

where they can come just as they are for worship and sharing, supporting young people 

whose lives are changed when they encounter Jesus in youth group and mission trips, 

and more ways that we reach out with ministry in the name and power of Jesus.  

It’s powerful to hear people within the community of faith share about the gift of 

the community itself – how God is working, how they’ve been transformed.  My heart 

swells when I hear people witness to the power of the Body of Christ in their lives.  

Where do you see Jesus in our church?  Where is the love of Christ evident for you? 
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There is much to love about our church, and we don’t celebrate those things 

enough.  Today you can take a “heart card” similar to the one I give to the kids this 

morning and write down what you love about our church.   

Find your pulse again.  Take a deep breath and know that the Holy Spirit is alive 

and working in you.  You’re gifted to do ministry in the name of Jesus Christ – the One 

who comes to save and bring new life.  That ministry flows from your heart.  Know that 

God is working in all of us to bring us to greater spiritual health as we seek to grow in 

grace together.   

Thanks be to God.  AMEN. 

 


