January 2014 Brainstorming
Scripture and Message Synopses
December 16, 2013
The brainstorming will be held at church at 7:00 pm. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

January 12, 2014: “Baptism: An Act of Submission”
Baptism of the Lord
Synopsis: When Jesus submits himself to be baptized by John, he is modeling the attitude we are to bring to our baptism.
Metaphor/visuals: Font.  Fountain.
Music suggestions: Down to the River to Pray; 605 Wash O God, Our Sons and Daughters; 252 When Jesus Came to Jordan; 357 Just As I Am, Without One Plea
Media possibilities: 
· “Baptism” by Vertical Hold Media.  Length: 2:15.  Cost: $17.00.  Synopsis: A visually powerful, inspiring video about baptism.  Preview it at http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/35901/Baptism. 
· “Baptism” by Restoration Videos.  Length: 1:12.  Cost: $17.00.  Synopsis: A perfect intro to baptism.  Preview it at http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/15480/Baptism. 
· “Clean Slate” by Friendswood Community Church.  Length: 1:28.  Cost: $15.00.  Synopsis: A reflective look at how Jesus washes us clean.  Preview it at http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/9098/Clean-Slate. 
· “Baptism” by Unblind Productions.  Length: 1:12.  Cost: $15.00.  Synopsis: This video give a clear definition of the message of what baptism symbolizes.  You also get the point of view of the person being baptized.  Preview it at http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/41561/Baptism. 
· “Baptism” by Lumo Project.  Length: 2:26.  Cost: $19.98.  Synopsis: This video shows us how our promise to God, and His promise to us can allow us to share in the Holy Spirit, and once again be confirmed as one of God’s children.  Synopsis: http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/20801/Baptism. 
· “What Is Baptism” by Ken Sneeden & Associates.  Length: 1:55.  Cost: $20.00.  Synopsis: What does the Bible say about Baptism?  Preview it at http://www.sermonspice.com/product/33646/what-is-baptism. 
Scripture: Matthew 3:13-17 (Contemporary English Version)
13Jesus left Galilee and went to the Jordan River to be baptized by John. 
14But John kept objecting and said, “I ought to be baptized by you.  Why have you come to me?”

15Jesus answered, “For now this is how it should be, because we must do all that God wants us to do.”  Then John agreed.
16So Jesus was baptized.  And as soon as he came out of the water, the sky opened, and he saw the Spirit of God coming down on him like a dove.  17 Then a voice from heaven said, “This is my own dear Son, and I am pleased with him.”
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

January 19, 2014: “Baptism: An Act of the Spirit”
2nd Sunday after Epiphany
Synopsis: When John says that Jesus will “baptize with the Holy Spirit,” what are the implications of that for us baptized Christians?
Metaphor/visuals: 
Music suggestions: 2248 Baptized in Water; 608 This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now; 393 Spirit of the Living God
Media possibility:

Scripture: John 1:29-34 (New Living Translation)
29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look!  The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
30He is the one I was talking about when I said, ‘A man is coming after me who is far greater than I am, for he existed long before me.’  31I did not recognize him as the Messiah, but I have been baptizing with water so that he might be revealed to Israel.”
32Then John testified, “I saw the Holy Spirit descending like a dove from heaven and resting upon him.  33I didn’t know he was the one, but when God sent me to baptize with water, he told me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit descend and rest is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’  34I saw this happen to Jesus, so I testify that he is the Chosen One of God.” 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

January 26, 2014: “Baptism: An Act of God”
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Synopsis: When the Corinthians argue over who baptized them, they show the damage that comes when we make baptism into a human act, rather than an act of God.
Metaphor/visuals: 

Music suggestions: 606 Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine; 550 Christ From Whom All Blessings Flow (v. 1-3); 2224 Make Us One
Media possibility: 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 (The Message)
10I have a serious concern to bring up with you, my friends, using the authority of Jesus, our Master.  I’ll put it as urgently as I can: You must get along with each other.  You must learn to be considerate of one another, cultivating a life in common.
11I bring this up because some from Chloe’s family brought a most disturbing report to my attention—that you’re fighting among yourselves!  12I’ll tell you exactly what I was told: You’re all picking sides, going around saying, “I’m on Paul’s side,” or “I’m for Apollos,” or “Peter is my man,” or “I’m in the Messiah group.”
13I ask you, “Has the Messiah been chopped up in little pieces so we can each have a relic all our own?  Was Paul crucified for you?  Was a single one of you baptized in Paul’s name?”  14I was not involved with any of your baptisms—except for Crispus and Gaius—and on getting this report, I’m sure glad I wasn’t.  15At least no one can go around saying he was baptized in my name.  16(Come to think of it, I also baptized Stephanas’s family, but as far as I can recall, that’s it.)
17God didn’t send me out to collect a following for myself, but to preach the Message of what he has done, collecting a following for him.  And he didn’t send me to do it with a lot of fancy rhetoric of my own, lest the powerful action at the center—Christ on the Cross—be trivialized into mere words.
18The Message that points to Christ on the Cross seems like sheer silliness to those hellbent on destruction, but for those on the way of salvation it makes perfect sense.  This is the way God works, and most powerfully as it turns out.
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