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2013 Advent and Christmas 
Brainstorming
Scripture and Message Synopses
November 4, 2013
The brainstorming will be held at Deb Moon’s LeFleur Shoppe, 4210 Grand Haven Road, Muskegon.  We will have a pizza/potluck dinner at 6:00 pm.  Please bring a dish to share.  Brainstorming is from 7:00-9:00 pm.  Please RSVP to the church secretary at 231-798-2181
Directions to LeFleur Shoppe from church:

Take HENRY ST north to W NORTON AVE (1.8 miles).

Turn RIGHT onto W NORTON AVE (0.2 miles).

Turn RIGHT onto US-31-BR SEAWAY DRIVE (2.3 miles).

Turn slight RIGHT onto GRAND HAVEN RD (0.3 miles).

LeFleur Shoppe is on the LEFT just past the stoplight.

Note from Pastor Mark:  This year’s Advent and Christmas message series is “Stations of the Birth.”
I will emphasize the place as much or more than the characters to the is will become a true “journey” to the birth and beyond.
Media possibility to begin the series: “Rediscover the Nativity Story.”  Length: 2:10.  Cost: $20.00.  Synopsis: This video will leave your congregation eager to hear more about the timeless miracle of our Savior’s birth.  Preview it at http://www.sermonspice.com/product/3845/rediscover-the-nativity-story. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

December 1, 2013: “The Temple: Zechariah”
1st Sunday in Advent
Synopsis: The story of the birth of Jesus actually begins in the Jerusalem Temple when Zechariah learns of the upcoming birth of John.
Communion

Metaphor/visuals: Altar
Music suggestions: 196 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus; 203 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
Media possibility:
Scripture: Luke 1:5-25(The Message)
5During the rule of Herod, King of Judea, there was a priest assigned service in the regiment of Abijah.  His name was Zachariah.  His wife was descended from the daughters of Aaron.  Her name was Elizabeth. 
6Together they lived honorably before God, careful in keeping to the ways of the commandments and enjoying a clear conscience before God.  7But they were childless because Elizabeth could never conceive, and now they were quite old.
8It so happened that as Zachariah was carrying out his priestly duties before God, working the shift assigned to his regiment, 9it came his one turn in life to enter the sanctuary of God and burn incense.  10The congregation was gathered and praying outside the Temple at the hour of the incense offering.  11Unannounced, an angel of God appeared just to the right of the altar of incense.  12Zachariah was paralyzed in fear.
13But the angel reassured him, “Don’t fear, Zachariah.  Your prayer has been heard.  Elizabeth, your wife, will bear a son by you.  You are to name him John.  14You’re going to leap like a gazelle for joy, and not only you—many will delight in his birth.  15He’ll achieve great stature with God.
“He’ll drink neither wine nor beer.  He’ll be filled with the Holy Spirit from the moment he leaves his mother’s womb.  16He will turn many sons and daughters of Israel back to their God.  17He will herald God’s arrival in the style and strength of Elijah, soften the hearts of parents to children, and kindle devout understanding among hardened skeptics—he’ll get the people ready for God.”
18Zachariah said to the angel, “Do you expect me to believe this?  I’m an old man and my wife is an old woman.”
19But the angel said, “I am Gabriel, the sentinel of God, sent especially to bring you this glad news.  20But because you won’t believe me, you’ll be unable to say a word until the day of your son’s birth.  Every word I’ve spoken to you will come true on time—God’s time.”
21Meanwhile, the congregation waiting for Zachariah was getting restless, wondering what was keeping him so long in the sanctuary.  22When he came out and couldn’t speak, they knew he had seen a vision. He continued speechless and had to use sign language with the people.
23When the course of his priestly assignment was completed, he went back home.  24It wasn’t long before his wife, Elizabeth, conceived.  She went off by herself for five months, relishing her pregnancy.  25“So, this is how God acts to remedy my unfortunate condition!” she said.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

December 8, 2013: “Nazareth: Mary and Gabriel”
2nd Sunday in Advent
Synopsis: The annunciation to Mary, happening in the small town of Nazareth, sets the stage for the “back-roads” nature of the birth story.
Metaphor/visuals: 
Music suggestions: 231 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates; 215 To a Maid Engaged to Joseph; 203 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Media possibilities:

· “The Annunciation: Mary Is Pregnant.” Length: 2:10.  Cost: We own it.  Last used: 12/23/12.  Synopsis: The angel, Gabriel, reveals God’s plans for Mary.  Preview it at http://media.preachingtoday.com/mini-movies/16040/The-Annunciation--Mary-Is-Pregnant.

· “A Christmas Narrative.”  Length: 2:05.  Cost: We own it and have not used it.  Synopsis: An engaging paraphrase of the Christmas narrative.  Preview it at http://media.preachingtoday.com/mini-movies/20464/A-Christmas-Narrative. 
· “Mary Did You Know.”  Length: 2:59.  Cost: $19.95.  Synopsis: This video is set to the ‘new classic’ Christmas song, “Mary Did You Know.”  Preview it at http://media.preachingtoday.com/mini-movies/35485/Mary-Did-You-Know. 
Scripture: Luke 1:26-38 (The Message)
26In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to the Galilean village of Nazareth  27to a virgin engaged to be married to a man descended from David.  His name was Joseph, and the virgin’s name, Mary.  28Upon entering, Gabriel greeted her:
Good morning!  You’re beautiful with God’s beauty, beautiful inside and out!  God be with you.
29She was thoroughly shaken, wondering what was behind a greeting like that.  30But the angel assured her, “Mary, you have nothing to fear.  God has a surprise for you:  31You will become pregnant and give birth to a son and call his name Jesus.  32He will be great, be called ‘Son of the Highest.’  The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David; 33He will rule Jacob’s house forever—no end, ever, to his kingdom.”
34Mary said to the angel, “But how?  I’ve never slept with a man.”
35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, the power of the Highest hover over you; therefore, the child you bring to birth will be called Holy, Son of God.
36“And did you know that your cousin Elizabeth conceived a son, old as she is?  Everyone called her barren, and here she is six months’ pregnant!  37Nothing, you see, is impossible with God.”
38And Mary said, “Yes, I see it all now: I’m the Lord’s maid, ready to serve.  Let it be with me just as you say.
Then the angel left her.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

December 15, 2013: “The Hills of Judea: Mary and Elizabeth”
3rd Sunday in Advent
Synopsis: Mary’s journey to see Elizabeth further proves her understanding of what is happening to and through her.
Metaphor/visuals: 

Music suggestions: 2091 The King of Glory Comes; 204 Emmanuel, Emmanuel; 215 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Media possibility: “Mary and Elizabeth.”  Length: 1:16.  Cost: We own it, but have not used it.  Synopsis: After being told by the Angel Gabriel that she will be the mother of the long-awaited Messiah, Mary reveals her pregnancy to her family.  Preview it at http://media.preachingtoday.com/mini-movies/16034/Mary-And-Elizabeth. 
Scripture: Luke 39-45 (New Living Translation)
39A few days later Mary hurried to the hill country of Judea, to the town 40where Zechariah lived.  She entered the house and greeted Elizabeth.  41At the sound of Mary’s greeting, Elizabeth’s child leaped within her, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.
42Elizabeth gave a glad cry and exclaimed to Mary, “God has blessed you above all women, and your child is blessed.  43Why am I so honored, that the mother of my Lord should visit me?  44When I heard your greeting, the baby in my womb jumped for joy.  45You are blessed because you believed that the Lord would do what he said.” 
46Mary responded, “Oh, how my soul praises the Lord.  47How my spirit rejoices in God my Savior!  48For he took notice of his lowly servant girl, and from now on all generations will call me blessed.  49For the Mighty One is holy, and he has done great things for me.  50He shows mercy from generation to generation to all who fear him.  51His mighty arm has done tremendous things!  He has scattered the proud and haughty ones.  52He has brought down princes from their thrones and exalted the humble.  53He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away with empty hands.  54He has helped his servant Israel and remembered to be merciful.  55For he made this promise to our ancestors, to Abraham and his children forever.”
56Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went back to her own home.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

December 22, 2013: “The Road to Bethlehem: Joseph and Mary”
4th Sunday in Advent
Synopsis: Joseph and Mary’s journey to Bethlehem for the census not only places the birth story in a historical context, it also emphasizes the lengths they were willing to go to fulfill their roles in the story.


Metaphor/visuals: 

Music suggestions: 230 O Little town of Bethlehem; 238 Angels We Have Heard on High; 242 Love Came Down at Christmas
Media possibilities: 
· “Mary and Joseph.”  Length: 2:04.  Cost: $15.00.  Synopsis: The story of Mary and Joseph before the birth of Christ, including the appearances of the Angel of the Lord to each and the trip to Bethlehem.  Preview it at http://media.preachingtoday.com/mini-movies/2934/Mary-And-Joseph.  
· “Mary Joseph Walk” motion loop.  Cost: $10.00 Preview it at http://media.preachingtoday.com/motion-backgrounds/30105/Mary-Joseph-Walk-Loop. 
Scripture: Luke 2:1-5 (The Message)
1About that time Caesar Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the Empire. 
2This was the first census when Quirinius was governor of Syria.  3Everyone had to travel to his own ancestral hometown to be accounted for.  4So Joseph went from the Galilean town of Nazareth up to Bethlehem in Judah, David’s town, for the census.  As a descendant of David, he had to go there.  5He went with Mary, his fiancée, who was pregnant.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

December 24, 2013 at 11:00 pm: “The Fields: The Shepherds”
Christmas Eve
Synopsis: The remarkable scene in the fields outside Bethlehem as the shepherds hear the news is further proof that the birth story happens in unexpected places and involves unexpected people.
Communion

Metaphor/visuals: 

Music suggestions: 234 O Come, All Ye Faithful; 245 The First Noel; 251 Go, Tell It on the Mountain; 239 Silent Night
Media: 
· “Silent Night.”  Length: 2:56.  Cost: $15.00.  Synopsis: Music video with subtitles for Silent Night.  Preview it at http://www.sermonspice.com/product/3845/rediscover-the-nativity-story. 

· “Shepherds.”  Length: 1:38.  Cost: $15.00.  Synopsis: When Jesus was born, to whom did the Angels appear to announce His coming?  They announced it to the shepherds.  Preview it at http://media.preachingtoday.com/mini-movies/2935/Shepherds. 
· “Nativityscape Shepherds” motion loop.  Cost: $5.00.  Preview it at http://media.preachingtoday.com/motion-backgrounds/16430/Nativityscape-Shepherds.  
· “Angels and Shepherds” motion loop.  Cost: $8.00.  Preview it http://media.preachingtoday.com/motion-backgrounds/16159/Angel-And-Shepherds-Loop. 

Scripture: Luke 2:5-20 (Contemporary English Version)
6And while they were there, 7she gave birth to her first-born son.  She dressed him in baby clothes and laid him on a bed of hay, because there was no room for them in the inn.
8That night in the fields near Bethlehem some shepherds were guarding their sheep.  9 All at once an angel came down to them from the Lord, and the brightness of the Lord’s glory flashed around them. The shepherds were frightened.  10But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid! I have good news for you, which will make everyone happy.  11This very day in King David’s hometown a Savior was born for you. He is Christ the Lord.  12You will know who he is, because you will find him dressed in baby clothes and lying on a bed of hay.”
13Suddenly many other angels came down from heaven and joined in praising God. T hey said: 14“Praise God in heaven!  Peace on earth to everyone who pleases God.”
15After the angels had left and gone back to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see what the Lord has told us about.”  16They hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and they saw the baby lying on a bed of hay.
17When the shepherds saw Jesus, they told his parents what the angel had said about him.  18Everyone listened and was surprised.  19But Mary kept thinking about all this and wondering what it meant.
20As the shepherds returned to their sheep, they were praising God and saying wonderful things about him.  Everything they had seen and heard was just as the angel had said.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

December 29, 2013: “The Manger: The Wise Men”
1st Sunday after Christmas Day
Synopsis: The story of the wise men following the star to the manger is an example of the adoration, sacrifice, and generosity that we are all called to give to the Christ Child.


Metaphor/visuals: 

Music suggestions: 254 We Three Kings; 218 What Child Is This; 217 Away in a Manger
Media possibilities: 
· “The Three Wise Men.”  Length: 2:31.  Cost: We own it and used it last on 1/6/13.  Synopsis: After following a star, three wise men present Jesus with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, foretelling His kingship, high priesthood and suffering.  Preview it at http://media.preachingtoday.com/mini-movies/16046/The-Three-Wise-Men. 

· “Magi.”  Length: 1:41.  Cost: $15.00.  Synopsis: Video of the magi.  Preview it at http://media.preachingtoday.com/mini-movies/2933/Magi. 

· “Nativityscape Magi Caravan” motion loop.  Cost: $5.00.  Preview it at http://media.preachingtoday.com/motion-backgrounds/16428/Nativityscape-Magi-Caravan. 
Scripture: Matthew 2:1-11 (Contemporary English Version)
1When Jesus was born in the village of Bethlehem in Judea, Herod was king.  During this time some wise men from the east came to Jerusalem 2and said, “Where is the child born to be king of the Jews?  We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.”
3When King Herod heard about this, he was worried, and so was everyone else in Jerusalem.  4Herod brought together the chief priests and the teachers of the Law of Moses and asked them, “Where will the Messiah be born?”
5They told him, “He will be born in Bethlehem, just as the prophet wrote, 6 ‘Bethlehem in the land of Judea, you are very important among the towns of Judea.  From your town will come a leader, who will be like a shepherd for my people Israel.’”
7Herod secretly called in the wise men and asked them when they had first seen the star.  8He told them, “Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child.  As soon as you find him, let me know.  I want to go and worship him too.”
9The wise men listened to what the king said and then left.  And the star they had seen in the east went on ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.  10They were thrilled and excited to see the star.
11When the men went into the house and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they knelt down and worshiped him.  They took out their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh and gave them to him. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

January 5, 2014: “The Road to Egypt: Escape”
2nd Sunday after Christmas Day
Synopsis: The fact that immediately Jesus’ family had to flee for their lives is a foreshadowing of what is to come as well as an example of their ongoing courage.
Metaphor/visuals: 

Music suggestions: 221 In the Bleak Midwinter; 179 O Sing a Song of Bethlehem
Media possibility: “Nativityscape Mary and Joseph” motion loop.  Cost: $5.00.  Preview it at http://media.preachingtoday.com/motion-backgrounds/16429/Nativityscape-Mary-And-Joseph. 
Scripture: Matthew 2:13-23 (Contemporary English Version)
13After the wise men had gone, an angel from the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up!  Hurry and take the child and his mother to Egypt!  Stay there until I tell you to return, because Herod is looking for the child and wants to kill him.”
14That night, Joseph got up and took his wife and the child to Egypt, 15 where they stayed until Herod died.  So the Lord’s promise came true, just as the prophet had said, “I called my son out of Egypt.”
16When Herod found out that the wise men from the east had tricked him, he was very angry.  He gave orders for his men to kill all the boys who lived in or near Bethlehem and were two years old and younger.  This was based on what he had learned from the wise men.
17So the Lord’s promise came true, just as the prophet Jeremiah had said, 18 “In Ramah a voice was heard crying and weeping loudly.  Rachel was mourning for her children, and she refused to be comforted, because they were dead.”
19After King Herod died, an angel from the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph while he was still in Egypt.  20The angel said, “Get up and take the child and his mother back to Israel.  The people who wanted to kill him are now dead.”
21Joseph got up and left with them for Israel.  22But when he heard that Herod’s son Archelaus was now ruler of Judea, he was afraid to go there.  Then in a dream he was told to go to Galilee, 23 and they went to live there in the town of Nazareth.  So the Lord’s promise came true, just as the prophet had said, “He will be called a Nazarene.”
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