October-November 2013 
Scripture and Message Synopses
September 30, 2013
Join us for dinner at 6:00 pm for dinner at Diane Thompson’s house.  Diane is serving soup.  She would love to have a few people bring side dishes to pass, i.e. another type of soup, salad, bread, crackers, drinks, or dessert.  Brainstorming begins at 7:00 pm.  RSVP to Diane, Karen Booth, the church office, or sign up at church.  Carpooling is encouraged.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

October 27, 2013: “Honest Humility”
Pentecost 23
Synopsis: The tax collector is made right with God because of his willingness to honestly assess his life and bring it before God.  In doing so, he becomes an example for us of what humility really is.
Metaphor/visuals: Kneeling bench
Music suggestions: 357 Just As I Am, Without One Plea; 2131 Humble Thyself in the Sight of the Lord; 2162 Grace Alone
Media: “Kids Talk Humility.”  Length: 0:37.  Cost: $8.00.  Synopsis: In this segment kids try to explain what it means to be humble.  Preview it at http://media.preachingtoday.com/mini-movies/13870/Kids-Talk-Humility. 
Scripture: Luke 18:9-14 (Contemporary English Version)
9Jesus told a story to some people who thought they were better than others and who looked down on everyone else:
10Two men went into the temple to pray.  One was a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  11The Pharisee stood over by himself and prayed, “God, I thank you that I am not greedy, dishonest, and unfaithful in marriage like other people.  And I am really glad that I am not like that tax collector over there.  12I go without eating for two days a week, and I give you one tenth of all I earn.”
13The tax collector stood off at a distance and did not think he was good enough even to look up toward heaven.  He was so sorry for what he had done that he pounded his chest and prayed, “God, have pity on me! I am such a sinner.”
14 Then Jesus said, “When the two men went home, it was the tax collector and not the Pharisee who was pleasing to God.  If you put yourself above others, you will be put down. But if you humble yourself, you will be honored.”
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The November messages are based on daily devotional readings from Extravagant Generosity. 
Media possibility to begin the series: “Extravagant Generosity.”  Length: 1:25.  Cost: Free.  Synopsis: Extravagant Generosity is an easy-to-grasp, yet comprehensive stewardship program that is designed to move the entire congregation toward goal-oriented, mission minded giving.  Preview it at http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=nSxbVG96vAQ. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

November 3, 2013: “Seed with Wings”
Pentecost 24
Synopsis: On All Saints Day, we celebrate those who planted “seeds with wing” in our lives and in the life of the church.  Through their generosity, the seeds of generosity have been planted in us.
Stewardship

All Saints

Communion

Metaphor/visuals: Seeds of various types
Music suggestions: 707 Hymn of Promise; 711 For All the Saints

Media possibilities: 
· “Seed and Soil.”  Length: 1:17.  Cost: We own it.  Used on 7/10/11.  Synopsis: The parable of the seed and the soil from Matthew 13:3b-8 as told in words that come alive.
· “Seedling.”  Length: 0:37.  Cost: We own it.  Used on 3/25/12.  Synopsis: A little seedling pokes its head out of the ground and grows in this classic metaphor for faith.
· “Maple Copters.”  Length: 2:16.  Cost: Nothing.  Synopsis: Maple seeds are nature’s helicopters.  See how and why they spin and fly as they drop from trees on windy spring days.

Examples of seeds with wings: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samara_%28fruit%29, http://theseedsite.co.uk/sdwind.html, http://waynesword.palomar.edu/plfeb99.htm
Scripture: Luke 8:4-8 (Contemporary English Version)

4When a large crowd from several towns had gathered around Jesus, he told them this story:
5A farmer went out to scatter seed in a field.  While the farmer was doing it, some of the seeds fell along the road and were stepped on or eaten by birds.  6Other seeds fell on rocky ground and started growing.  But the plants did not have enough water and soon dried up.  7Some other seeds fell where thornbushes grew up and choked the plants.  8The rest of the seeds fell on good ground where they grew and produced a hundred times as many seeds.
When Jesus had finished speaking, he said, “If you have ears, pay attention!”
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

November 10, 2013: “From Simple to Sacred”
Pentecost 25
Synopsis: One definition of generosity is when we share our simple gifts for causes beyond ourselves.  When we do, those gifts go from simple to sacred.
Stewardship

Metaphor/visuals: 

Music suggestions: Simple Gifts (not in hymnals); 587 Bless Thou the Gifts; 585 This Little Light of Mine
Media possibility: “A Biblical Look at Tithing.”  Length: 2:26.  Cost: $20.00.  Synopsis: The mini-movie points out 3 biblical and practical truths on tithing/giving and reminds us that giving comes down to a faith question that we must ask ourselves as we look at how we handle the money God has given us.  Preview it at http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/32056/A-Biblical-Look-At-Tithing.
Scripture: Philippians 4:14-17 (The Message)
14I don’t mean that your help didn’t mean a lot to me—it did.  It was a beautiful thing that you came alongside me in my troubles.
15You Philippians well know, and you can be sure I’ll never forget it, that when I first left Macedonia province, venturing out with the Message, not one church helped out in the give-and-take of this work except you.  You were the only one.  16Even while I was in Thessalonica, you helped out—and not only once, but twice.  17Not that I’m looking for handouts, but I do want you to experience the blessing that issues from generosity.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

November 17, 2013: “Aligned with God’s Purposes”
Pentecost 26
Synopsis: Extravagant generosity comes when we give in ways and to causes that align with God’s purposes for the world.  When we do, our lives become aligned with God’s will for us.


Stewardship

Metaphor/visuals: 

Music suggestions: 2160 Into My Heart; 399 Take My Life, and Let It Be; 403 Lord, I Want to Be a Christian
Media possibilities: 
· “Giving Inspiration.”  Length: 2:27.  Cost: $19.98.  Synopsis: Living a life that is committed to giving is a powerful concept, especially when it is focused on more than just money.  Citing quotes from writers, philosophers, and Scripture, this video will inspire your church to be cheerful, willful givers in all areas of life.  Preview it at http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/19986/Giving-Inspiration. 

· “Tithing without Generosity.”  Length: 2:02.  Cost: $14.98.  Synopsis: Todd Hunter has been tithing for 32 year, but it never really impacted his life.  What would it look loke to “repractice” this discipline so that it fosters a heart of generosity?  Preview it at www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/18263/Tithing-Without-Generosity. 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 (The Message)
1Now, friends, I want to report on the surprising and generous ways in which God is working in the churches in Macedonia province. 
2Fierce troubles came down on the people of those churches, pushing them to the very limit.  The trial exposed their true colors: They were incredibly happy, though desperately poor.  The pressure triggered something totally unexpected: an outpouring of pure and generous gifts.  3I was there and saw it for myself. They gave offerings of whatever they could—far more than they could afford!— 4pleading for the privilege of helping out in the relief of poor Christians.
5This was totally spontaneous, entirely their own idea, and caught us completely off guard.  What explains it was that they had first given themselves unreservedly to God and to us.  The other giving simply flowed out of the purposes of God working in their lives.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

November 24, 2013: “The Power of Pruning”
Christ the King Sunday
Synopsis: In order to be extravagantly generous, it is often necessary to “prune away” habits and priorities in order to free our resources for God’s work.


Stewardship

Thanksgiving

Metaphor/visuals: Pruning shears
Music suggestions: 383 This Is a Day of New Beginnings; 694 Come, Ye Thankful People Come; 354 I Surrender All
Media possibilities: 
· “God’s Chisel.”  Length: 9:02.  Cost: $15.99.  Synopsis: When God chisels the dead weight out of our lives it can be very painful.  This is a very creative look at a typical believer having to go through the process of discipline.  Preview it at http://skitguys.com/videos/item/gods-chisel-2008. It is also available as a script for $9.99.
· “The True Vine.”  Length: 0:45.  Cost: $15.00.  Synopsis: This video emphasizes John 15:1-2 when Jesus stated that he is “the True Vine.”  Preview it at http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/33383/The-True-Vine. 
Scripture: Colossians 3:9b-14 (Contemporary English Version)
You have given up your old way of life with its habits.
10 Each of you is now a new person.  You are becoming more and more like your Creator, and you will understand him better.  11It doesn’t matter if you are a Greek or a Jew, or if you are circumcised or not.  You may even be a barbarian or a Scythian, and you may be a slave or a free person.  Yet Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of us.
12 God loves you and has chosen you as his own special people.  So be gentle, kind, humble, meek, and patient.  13 Put up with each other, and forgive anyone who does you wrong, just as Christ has forgiven you.  14Love is more important than anything else. It is what ties everything completely together.
Scripture: John 15:1-3 (New Living Translation)
1“I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 

2He cuts off every branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more.  3You have already been pruned and purified by the message I have given you.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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