2019 Worship Theme:
Love God, Love Neighbor
“A Charlie Brown Advent”
December 2-30 (five weeks).
The true meaning of Christmas can get lost in a mostly self-imposed frenzy of activity and clutter. Like Charlie Brown, we struggle to find meaning and often look for it in all the wrong places . 
· Give It Up!: Lucy, a control freak, thinks Charlie Brown should direct the play so that he will be in control. Related Scripture: Adam and Eve wanted control of everything in their lives (Gen. 2: 16-17). John the Baptist was willing to give up control to pave the way for Jesus (Mark 1: 1-5). 
· Be Content: Snoopy shows Charlie Brown how he finds happiness through decorating, dining, and dancing, none of which really lead to joy or contentment. Related Scripture: Rejoice (1 Thess. 5:16, Psalm 5). Unconditional love (Isaiah 49: 15-16, 54: 10; Jeremiah 31: 3-6; Zephaniah 3: 16-17; John 3: 16-17; Romans 5: 1-8, 8: 28-30)
· Pig Pen – note from Karen Booth: Pig Pen’s name came up, but I didn’t get the details written down.
· True Peace: Sally believes “stuff” of this world brings happiness. Related Scripture: Mary believed that God knew her, was doing something great in her, and was going to lift her up. (Luke 1: 26-56).
· The Tree (Christmas Eve): When it is time for Charlie Brown to pick out a tree, he chooses a scraggly little tree that droops when a single ornament is added, something his friends aren’t expecting. Once the gang surrounds Charlie Brown and the tree in love, it is transformed. We are reminded that God works in unexpected ways also, sending a savior in the form of a baby. (Luke 2: 1-20)
· A Rocky Start (Dec. 30) is  based on “It’s Christmas Time Again”: In the opening scene, Linus’ rough ride down the hill reminds us of the rocky start to Jesus’ life; the holy family fled to Egypt to escape Herod. (Matthew 2: 16-18)
· Alternate topics/approaches for each week in the series: 1) Come – discussions on the way to play practice. 2) Prepare – play practice. 3) Behold – tree purchase. 4) Rejoice – play speech.
“Won’t You Be My Neighbor?”
January 6 – February 3 (five weeks)

Based on the Mr. Rogers documentary. Related book: The Simple Faith of Mister Rogers: Spiritual Insights from the World's Most Beloved Neighbor by Amy Hollingsworth. Weekly themes may be:
· Loving Selves, Loving Others
· Won’t You Be My Neighbor?
· In Some Ways We’re Different
· Look for the Helpers
· Exploring the Neighborhood of Make Believe
“Faith in Films”
February 10 – March 3 (four weeks)
·  “The Greatest Showman” 
· “Ben Is Back” (or “Welcome to Marwin” or a different film that addresses addiction)
· “Mary Poppins Returns”
· “I Can Only Imagine”: Pastor Mary will be gone this week
“Shadow Savior - Not the Savior You Want, but the Savior You Need”
March 10 – April 28 (eight weeks for Lent, Easter, and one week after Easter)
· When Jesus Confuses You (give to Caesar what is Caesar’s – Matthew 22: 15-22)
· When Jesus Angers You (trashing the money changers’ tables – Matthew 21: 12-17)
· When Jesus Scares You (dying on the cross – Matthew 27: 46-49)
· When Jesus Fails You (Judas’ expectations of a savior – Matthew 26: 14-16)
· When Jesus Knows You (Jesus predicts Peter’s denial – Matthew 26: 31-35)
· When Jesus Surprises You (Palm Sunday - triumphal entry – Matthew 21: 1-11)
· When Jesus Tells You What to Do (Holy Thursday - love one another – John 13)
· When Jesus Saves You (Easter - resurrection – Matthew 28: 1-10)
· When Jesus Tells You to Go (The Great Commission – Matthew 28: 16-20)
“The Wonder That Is You”

May 6 – Children’s Sunday with Glenys Nellist
Based on Isaiah 55:12 – The mountain and hills will burst into song… and all the trees in the fields will clap their hands.
“Stop It!” or “Stop! In the Name of Love”

May 12 – June 2
Use New Testament letters to address bad behaviors
· Regret
· Holding grudges
· “Gleeful cruelty”/bullying/intimidation – It’s Not Just on the Playground Anymore
· Gossip/judging without facts
A yet to be named series on leadership and spiritual gifts
June 9 (Pentecost) – July 14 (six weeks)
It may work well with VBS if they use “To Mars and Beyond,” which focuses on Ephesians 3:20: 

Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. 

It uses Daniel, Esther, the Good Samaritan, the thankful leper, and the Walk to Emmaus to learn about faith, boldness, kindness, thankfulness, and hope. Leadership examples: Moses and many people listed under the Heroes of the Bible series.
Another yet to be named series on religion and our family tree

July 21 – August 11
Address faiths that trace their origins back to Abraham (Judaism, Christianity, Islam)  with a focus on what they have in common.
“Party Time” or “Celebrate”
August 18 – September 1 (four weeks)

Focus on religious celebrations found in the Old Testament. Related articles: Time-Regulated Worship; The Sacrament of Party.
· One week in spring – Passover, Feast of Unleavened Bread, Feast of First Fruits
· Early summer – Feast of Weeks
· Fall festivals (to mark the end of a calendar year and beginning of a new year) – Trumpets, Atonement, and Tabernacles
“There Is No Them”

September 8 – 29 (four weeks)

Hospitality and evangelism
· We are called to welcome and embrace strangers: Romans 12:13; Deuteronomy 10: 16-19; Leviticus 19: 33-34;
· God welcomed and accepted us. We are called to welcome and accept others. Ephesians 2: 1-2, 4-6; Ephesians 2: 13, 19-30; Romans 15: 7; Luke 14: 12-14.
· Hospitality (philoxenia – to love a stranger or foreigner) vs. xenophobia (to fear the “other”: Matthew 25: 46-47. Luke 10: 29-37.
“Ask, Thank, Tell”

October 6 – 27 (four weeks)

Stewardship series based on a book of the same name.
“Why?”

November 3 – 24 (four weeks)
Based on a book by Adam Hamilton
· Suffering
· Injustice
· Sorrow
· Neglect/abuse
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